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The Top of the Top End 


PREFACE 

It was my great good fortune, back in 1962, to travel in what is called today Kakadu National 
Park. At the time it was referred to by the few outsiders who visited that part of Australia either as 
the “Top End” or more precisely Western Arnhem Land. I and my two companions were there trying 
to make a film about its natural history and for some of the time we had as our guides two scientists 
from the CSIRO who were collecting small mammals; one of them, happily and unforgettably, was 
John Calaby. 

Looking at the journal I kept at the time, I turn a page and find that my slovenly, careless writing is 
replaced by another hand. The words are the names of species we had encountered so far. The writing 
is neat, accurate and immediately legible even though some of the names are unfamiliar - Petaums 
breviceps ariel, Planigale ingrami, Isoodon macroants, Antechinus sp. cf Bilanti. It was written for 
me, of course, by John Calaby and immediately 1 can see his beaming face with a cigarette in the 
comer of his mouth and a twinkle in his eye, as he looks up from doing so. 

I suspect that the last name, including its abbreviations, gave him a particular pleasure. Cf. sp. 
displays his proper and meticulous scientific caution, since out in the field away from references, he 
could not be absolutely certain of his identification. And then - Bilami. A classically trained taxonomist 
might, perhaps, be somewhat baffled by this. Is it a term derived from some obscure Greek or Latin 
adjective? No. It is a delightful and slightly subversive tribute to the Australian naturalist who was 
working with the 1948 Amcrican-Australian expedition to Arnhem Land, during which the type 
specimen of this little marsupial, the Sandstone Antechinus, was collected. He was a famous bush 
character, an authority on Aboriginal folk-lore, whose name was Bill Harney. 1 don’t doubt that John 
Calaby relished the way it had been Latinised and that it was he who told me about it. 

That combination of formal scientific authority and authentic Australian irreverence was typical 
of John himself. Unpretentious and modest, he was one of the outstanding Australian taxonomists of 
his era and a particular expert on its mammals. He was also an authority on the history of Australian 
scientific discovery. His collection of rare publications, assembled with typical erudition, was frill of 
revelations for book-loving visitors whose knowledge was, almost inevitably, significantly less than 
his. 

No one would have thought it more important than John Calaby that the zoological collections 
made between 1838 and 1845 by John Gilbert, one of his pioneering and largely unacknowledged 
predecessors, should at last be properly published. It was almost inevitable at that time that Gilbert’s 
specimens should have been sent back to Britain, from whence his employer, John Gould, redistributed 
them to museums all over the world. That Gilbert’s material should contain so many important type 
specimens, however, has only been properly appreciated in recent years. And that makes this publication, 
which is based on Gilbert’s collections from the Cobourg Peninsula, of particular importance. 

So here at last it is, a hundred and seventy years since the first Cobourg Peninsula specimens it 
lists were collected. It was Clemency Fisher, working in National Museums Liverpool in Britain, who 
realised what important material from this area was lying unpublished in NML and so many other 
museum collections, and it was she who sought John Calaby’s aid in sorting it out. It is sad indeed 
that he did not live to see the work brought to fruition. But he would be deeply grateful to Clem for 
her labour, as will all who, like John, care for the proper documentation of Australia’s fascinating 
fauna. 


David Attenborough 
Richmond, Surrey 


1 May 2009 


C. Fisher and J. Calaby 
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ABSTRACT 

The inlet of Port Essington, and the Cobourg Peninsula within which it lies, comprise the most important site for the 
discovery of new Australian vertebrates. The existence of a remote British naval colony there between 1838 and 1849 
allowed many early Victorian natural history collectors to visit the area, the most significant being the ornithologist 
and artist John Gould’s assistant John Gilbert (who also wrote extensively about the local fauna) and the 13th Earl of 
Derby’s collector John MacGillivray. Other naturalists made later expeditions to collect on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
notably in 1879, 1948 and 1954, and the Museum and Art Gallery Northern Territory has made collections there in 
recent years. CSIRO organised several expeditions there between 1961 and 1968. The resulting vertebrate specimens 
were located during searches of more than 20 museum collections in eight countries, and are here listed where possible, 
along with extensive remarks on type specimens and type status. Information from documents which relate to natural 
history collecting on the Cobourg Peninsula (located in the archive collections of these museums, together with those of 
four libraries) is also included. Manuscripts and specimens collectively give crucial faunistic and ecological details for 
this remote tropical locality, over a period of more than 170 years. Generally the authors have refrained from making 
formal nomenclatural changes in this monograph resulting from their reappraisal of type material, although several 
cases are flagged for reconsideration. In particular, incorrect earlier lectotypifications for Porzana leucophrys Gould, 
1847, Charadrius mongolus Pallas, 1776, Dacelo cervina Gould, 1838, Smicrornisflavescens Gould, 1843, Rhipidura 
isura Gould, 1841, Ptilotis flava Gould, 1843 and Amadina ruficauda Gould, 1837 are noted. Dicrurus bracteatus 
Gould, 1843 replaces Dicrurus baileyi Mathews, 1912. Hiaticula inornata Gould, 1846 is shown to be a synonym of 
Charadrius mongolus Pallas, 1776, not C. leschenaullii Lesson, 1826. 

Keywords: Port Essington, Cobourg Peninsula, Northern Territory, vertebrates, species distribution, ecology, museum 
collections, John Gilbert, John MacGillivray. 


t John Calaby died, after a long illness, in 1998. 
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Fig. 1 . Because there is no known picture of John Gilbert (1812-1845), we have included this photograph of a memorial dedicated to him 
at Drakesbrook, in south-west Western Australia. Here Gilbert collected the first ever specimen of the rare and elusive Noisy Scrub-bird 
(Atrichornis clamosus). Scattered in the literature are a few sketchy details of what Gilbert was like - dark, short and somewhat spare; an 
industrious and cheery person with a fine tenor singing voice. In contrast, he could be argumentative, impatient and querulous, and did not 
suffer fools at all. Photo: Glenece Walmsley, Waroona Historical Society, Western Australia. 
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The Top of the Top End 


INTRODUCTION 

The aim of this monograph is to draw together 
information about existing vertebrate specimens from 
Port Essington and the Cobourg Peninsula, Northern 
Territory, Australia. For this end, the stock books and 
collections of a number of museums have been searched. 
We have concentrated on vertebrates, and based our 
structure on three documents written by the naturalist 
John Gilbert (1812-1845, Figs 1, 2, Appendix 1), which 
record his collections made during his stay on the 
Cobourg Peninsula in 1840 and 1841. We also refer to 
other documents, such as the letters Gilbert wrote to his 
employer, John Gould (1804-1881) and Gilbert’s copious 
notebooks, and to published accounts, such as the list of 
specimens collected by the CS1RO expeditions between 
1965 and 1968. 

The John Gould collection of Australian letters, 
manuscripts and drawings now in the Zoology Library 
of the Natural History Museum (NHM), London must 
have been donated to that institution in the nineteenth 
century. However, they were not accessioned at the time, 
and were eventually unearthed in the basement of the 
old Bird Section at Cromwell Road, during the period 
between 1970 and 1972 when the bird collections were 
being transferred to the outstation in the small town of 
Tring, in Hertfordshire. The Gould manuscript collection 
was transferred to the Zoology Library of the then British 
Museum (Natural History) in November, 1960 (Datta 
1997). 

The Gould papers include a series of lists written in 
ink by John Gilbert, which summarise the vertebrate 
specimens he had collected for Gould, with field notes and 
details of faunistic distribution. Some of the manuscripts 
may have been sent back to London with Gilbert’s 
shipments of specimens, but most seem to have been 
copied (presumably from rough notes no longer extant) 
by Gilbert himself, while he was back in England for 
a short period between September 1841 and February 
1842. The lists include three which concern Gilbert’s 
collections from the Port Essington area in 1840 and 1841: 
Quadrupeds of Port Essington, Reptiles of Port Essington 
and Birds observed inhabiting the Coburg [= Cobourg] 
Peninsula (Slater 1973) (Fig. 2, Appendix 1). 

John Gould (Fig. 3) had published two books on 
the birds of Australia in the late 1830s ( Synopsis of the 
birds of Australia and the adjacent islands and The 
birds of Australia and adjacent islands, both published 
between 1837-1838), basing these works on the meagre 
collections of Australian specimens which existed in 
England at the time, but he had soon realised that he 
could not continue to publish material on the Australian 
fauna without visiting Australia himself. Therefore Gould, 
with his wife Elizabeth and his collector, John Gilbert, 
sailed to Australia in 1838. Gould later published a series 
of lavishly illustrated multi-volume folio works on the 


Australian fauna: A monograph of the Macropodidae 
(1841-1842), The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
1851-1869) and The mammals of Australia (1845-1863), 
along with his smaller, un-illustrated Handbook to the 
birds of Australia (1865). These books were to a great 
extent compiled from recourse to the notes and specimens 
Gould had amassed during his own visit to the east coast 
of Australia between 1838 and 1839, and those from John 
Gilbert’s two visits to Australia between 1838 and 1845 
(when he was killed on the first Leichhardt Expedition), 
which were all sent back to Gould in England. 

The Cobourg Peninsula, on which the inlet of Port 
Essington lies, proved to be the single most important 
locality for the discovery of new Australian species in 
Gould’s and Gilbert’s period: nearly 16% of all the birds 
and mammals described between 1835 and 1850 were 
first collected there (Fisher 1992) (Fig. 144). Of these, 
John Gilbert collected the vast majority on his visit to the 
Cobourg Peninsula in 1840 and 1841. As remarked by 
David Johnson (in Specht 1964), Gilbert was “ the real 
pioneer of Arnhem Land mammalogy" . Johnson went 



Fig. 2. First page of John Gilbert’s manuscript notes on the vertebrate 
fauna of the Cobourg Peninsula, written for his employer John Gould, 
and on which our monograph The top of the Top End is based. The 
originals are in the John Gould Collection, Zoology Library, at the 
Natural History Museum, London (Quadrupeds of Port Essington 
8/2/4, Reptiles of Port Essington 8/3/2, and Birds observed inhabiting 
the Cobourg Peninsula 8/5/3). Gilbert must have written these notes 
between September 1841 and February 1842, when he was briefly 
back in England. All the pages of these manuscripts are reproduced 
in full in Appendix 1.© The Natural History Museum, London. 
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Fig. 3. A studio photograph of John Gould (1804-1881), taken in 
about 1860. Gould is often called “The Bird Man”, in deference to 
his astonishing level of production of fine published works on birds, 
covering areas as diverse as Europe. Asia, the Americas, New Guinea 
and Australia. “The Gould League of Bird Lovers” in Australia 
indicates the importance in which John Gould's work on Australian 
birds is held, although much of Gould’s published work on the 
Australian fauna was underpinned by collectors such as John Gilbert 
and John MacGillivray. © H.S. Gladstone, Gladstone Collection, 
Capenoch House, Dumfriesshire, Scotland. 

further with his admiration for Gilbert, naming a form of 
the Dusky Horseshoe-bat Hipposideros bicolor gi/berti 
after him (Johnson 1959). In the history of the discovery 
of Australia’s fauna, however, Gilbert was even more 
important as an ornithologist. Johnson's colleague on the 
American-Australian Expedition, Herbert Deignan, also 
acknowleged Gilbert’s great scientific standing in naming 
a local form ot the Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodusguttatus 
gilberti after him (Deignan 1950). 


THE HISTORY OF THE COLONY AT 
PORT ESSINGTON 

The importance of Port Essington in the discovery and 
description of Australia’s fauna is due to the existence there, 
between 1838 and 1849, of a British military settlement. 
The settlement was the only European colony in tropical 
Australia at a time when world interest in natural history 
was dominated by the discovery of new species in exotic 
places; this period has often been called the heyday of 
natural history (Barber 1980). The remoteness of the colony 
of Port Essington is evident on the map of Australia showing 
John Gilbert’s collecting sites (Fig. 4). 

Dutch voyagers, including Pieter Pieterzoon in 1636 
and Abel Tasman in 1644 (Heeres 1899; Sharp 1968), may 
have noticed the entrance to Port Essington, but were not 
close enough to the coastline even to realise that Melville 
and Bathurst were islands. The first European to visit the 
site was Lieutenant Phillip Parker King of I I.M.S. Mermaid 
(Fig. 5), who mapped the area in 1818 and gave names to 
many of the geographical features, including those of the 
Cobourg Penisula and Port Essington itself (King 1826, 

1827). The latter locality King named after “his late friend' 
Vice-Admiral Sir William Essington K.C.B., recently 
expired (Fig. 6). King’s account (1827: 84-93) included 
this description of the inlet: 

"As a harbour, Port Essington is ecptal, if not 
superior, to any lever saw; andfrom its proximity to 
the Moluccas and New Guinea, and its being in the 
direct line of communication between Port Jackson 
and India, as well as from its commanding situation 
with respect to the passage through Torres 'Strait, it 
must, at no very distant period, become a place of 
great trade, and of very considerable importance. ” 

The Mermaid's crew collected specimens of plants, 
insects and other invertebrates but none can be identifed as 
having been collected on the Cobourg Peninsula. There was 
no space on this small ship for larger animals. Alexander 
Macleay, the Sydney-based naturalist, obtained specimens 
from someone who must have visited the Cobourg Peninsula 
area before 1830, the date of two new species described 
by Prideaux John Selby and William Jardine ( Halcyon 
macleayii and Columba smithii. Figs 8 and 105 respectively) 
which appear to have been based on Arnhem Land or 
Cobourg Peninsula material. 

Small British military outposts were established on 
Melville Island in 1824 and at Raffles Bay in 1827, but 
neither settlement did well and both sites were abandoned in 
1829. Royal Navy Surgeon Thomas Wilson was evacuated 
with the Raffles Bay contingent, and later published notes 
on a visit he had made to Port Essington in August 1828 
(Wilson 1 835). The need for a military colony on the north 
coast in the interests of trade and sovereignty remained, 
however, and Port Essington was chosen for its strategic 
position in 1838, under the command of Sir Gordon Bremer. 
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Bremer arrived to found this third naval colony with H.M.S. 
Britomart and Alligator (Fig. 9), together with the supply 
ship Orontes, on 27 October 1838. They joined the trading 
vessel Essington, a schooner which had arrived some 10 
days previously with some of the colony’s stores. 

The naval settlement of Victoria was built towards the 
landward end of the inlet by a detachment of Royal Marines 
under the charge of Captain John McArthur. Their arrival 
coincided not only with the first visit of John Gilbert to 
Australia, but also with the survey voyages of H.M.S. 
Beagle , Fly and Rattlesnake (Figs 10, 11 and 12), all ships 
having excellent naturalists aboard. Benjamin Bynoe, 
Surgeon and John Lort Stokes (Fig. 7), Commander of the 
Beagle, were responsible for collecting many new birds 
at Port Essington, although they did not always label their 
specimens well. The localities and dates for many of the 
type specimens collected by the crew of the Beagle have 
therefore had to be inferred from Stokes’ Discoveries in 
Australia (Stokes 1846), which gives us an excellent account 
of the various visits of the Beagle to Port Essington between 
1839 and 1841. 

Captain William Chambers, of the new colony’s ship 
Peloms, and Assistant Surgeon Sibbald also made extensive 
collections (Fig. 13) while stationed at Victoria. Most of 
their bird skins are now in the NHM (Tring outstation); there 
are also several of Chambers’ Port Essington specimens in 
Oxford University Museum ofNatural 1 listory (OUMNH). 
Some of Chambers’ specimens are rather better than others, 
and it is probable that he took advantage of Gilbert’s presence 
in 1840 and 1841 to improve his skills in taxidermy. 

Survey work on the north Australian coast was continued 
by H.M.S. Fly (Fig. 11), under Captain F.P. Blackwood; his 
official naturalist was Joseph Beete Jukes (Fig. 14) who 
also wrote the narrative of the voyage (Jukes 1847). John 
MacGillivray (Fig. 15) was also on board as a naturalist, 
in his case under the employ of Edward Stanley, 13th 
Earl of Derby (Fig. 16), a wealthy private collector whose 
collections later founded the Liveipool Museum in England 
and who had already obtained many of John Gilbert’s 
Port Essington specimens from John Gould. Many of 
MacGillivray’s specimens from the Fly's voyage, most of 
which are now in National Museums Liverpool (NML) or 
the NHM, still bear his original field labels (see Appendix I 
for MacGillivray’s material, and Fig. 18 for an example of 
his original label). Benjamin Bynoe, who had transferred 
from the Beagle, and another naturalist, John Ince, were also 
crew members. The Fly visited Port Essington in August 
1843, September 1844 and January and June 1845; between 
September 1844 and January 1845 MacGillivray and Ince 
were left at Port Essington to help the colony and collect 
specimens while the ship was being refitted in Java. H.M.S. 
Bramble also spent time at Port Essington in 1844 and 1846; 
crew member John Sweatman made some sketches during 
her stay and explored the bush. 

After the Fly’s return to Britain, H.M.S. Rattlesnake 
under Captain Owen Stanley (who had also commanded 


H.M.S. Britomart while it was stationed at Port Essington 
for fifteen months in the early days of the settlement) was 
despatched to survey the Great Barrier Reef and south-east 
Papuan area. Naturalists on board were John MacGillivray, 
James Fowler Wilcox and Thomas Henry Huxley, who was 
officially the Assistant Surgeon. The Rattlesnake visited Port 
Essington in November 1848, but stayed only a w'eek and 
little collecting was done. MacGillivray wrote the narrative 
of the voyage (MacGillivray 1852), but there is not much 
detail about the natural history of the Port Essington area. 

Other short-term visitors to the area during this period 
included the French ships Astrolabe and Zelee under 
J.S.C. Dumont d’Urville (Dumont d’Urville 1844) and 
C.H. Jacquinot (Figs 21 and 22). The French collected a 
few specimens at Rafiles Bay, including an Agile Wallaby 
Macropus agilis, in early April 1839. They also collected the 
type of Neochmia phaeton, and material of the red-headed 
phase of Erythrura gouldiae for the first time. Ludwig 
Leichhardt, leader of the expedition on which John Gilbert 
died in 1845, arrived with the remnants of his party in 
December of that year after an overland trip of over three 
thousand miles. He collected some plant specimens while 
waiting for a ship back to Sydney (Calaby, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974). 

Life at Victoria settlement (Fig. 23) in the eleven years 
of its existence was described by Earl (1846) and in many 
of the narratives of the ships that visited Port Essington. 
Thomas Henry Huxley wrote about Port Essington in a 
very poor light (see J.S. Huxley 1935). More recently, 
Allen (1967a, b; 2008) and Spillett (1972) have produced 
detailed accounts of the history of the colony. A cyclone 
in November 1839, shortly after the settlement had been 
constructed, destroyed or damaged all of the buildings, 
many trees were uprooted and the colony’s ship Pelorus 
was driven ashore and a number of her crew drowned ( Figs 
24 and 25). The cyclone must have affected the density of 
wildlife when Gilbert was there a short time after the storm. 
Despite this tragedy, the colony was rebuilt and continued 
for another few years, a tribute to the determination of man 
and, in particular, to Commandant John McArthur (Figs 26, 
27 and 28). Disease (particularly malaria: sec Reid 1992; 
Saunders 1990), white ants, bad weather and isolation took 
their toll, and the settlement was finally abandoned on 30 
November 1849. 

Useful accounts of the settlement can also be found in 
Stokes (1846), Jukes (1847), Lewis (1916) and Howard 
(1933). Letters from Port Essington 1838-1845, produced 
in 1999 by J.M.R. Cameron, gives a very vivid and often 
personal insight into life in the colony accompanied by 
some interesting illustrations. There is also a defamatory 
and rather patronising article about Port Essington (Anon. 
1842), in which the anonymous writer lambasted the 
crew of the Britomart for laziness, but also included some 
interesting details about the Cobourg Peninsula and the local 
Aboriginal population. John Gilbert was identified as the 
author of this article (Anon. 1843; also see John Gould’s 
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CORRIGENDUM 
Top of the Top End 

Due to a layout error, some text was omitted after page 5 of this publication. 
The omitted text is below. We apologise for any inconvenience. 


Insert after bottom of page 5 [after - also see John Gould’s... ] 

... letter to Gilbert of August 1844, now in the National Library of 
Australia, Canberra) (NLA) but it was possibly written by George Windsor 
Earl, the colony’s translator (Chisholm 1940: 172). 

IMPORTANCE OF THE COLLECTIONS FROM PORT ESSINGTON, 
1838-1849 

Biological collections from Port Essington were described or listed in 
a variety of publications: in narratives to voyages as described above, in 
narratives of other explorations, such as Eyre’s Journals (J.E. Gray 1845a) 
and Richardson and Gray’s account (1844-1875) of the zoology ofthe voyage 
of the Erebus and Terror, and in journals such as Annals and Magazine of 
Natural History and the Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London. 
Collections from Port Essington are listed in many catalogues of museum 
collections, notably those of the British Museum in London (in “The Top of 
the Top End” henceforth usually referred to by the name of the now separate 
institution containing the natural history collections, the Natural History 
Museum London), the Academy of Natural Sciences Philadelphia and 
National Museums Liverpool. See Fig. 29 for a map of Cobourg Peninsula 
localities, Fig. 30 for a plan of Victoria Settlement, Figs 31-44 for modem 
views of Victoria, and Figs 45-50 for the frontspieces of reports. Of these 
museum collections, John Gilbert’s was by far the largest, and was probably 
one of the first to arrive in England. John Gould almost immediately began to 
publish descriptions of new species based on Gilbert’s specimens. Although 
initially he formally published these in the Annals or the Proceedings, 
Gould later adapted his descriptions for his great folio works on the birds 
and mammals of Australia (published 1841-1842, 1840-1848, 1845-1863, 
1851-1869) and for the narrative in the Handbook to the birds of Australia 
(1865). 

Gould’s primary collection of Australian birds (on which many of his 
new species were based, and which included most of the individuals that 
had acted as models for his plates and descriptions in the parts of The birds 
of Australia which he had issued up to then) were offered to the BM in the 
mid 1840s, but they turned Gould down. The collection was purchased by 
Edward Wilson in 1847 for his brother ... 


To before start of text on page 8 [ ...Thomas, who was a curator] 
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I' ig. 4. John Gilbert s collecting sites from his two visits to Australia, 1838-1841 and 1842-1845. Many were in areas only recently settled — the 
British naval colony at Port Essington on the Cobourg Peninsula had only been established for two years before Gilbert arrived there in 1840. 
fhe map shows just how remote the colony was, perched on a peninsula in the far north of Australia. Much of the route of the Leichhardt 
Expedition of 1844-1845, on which Gilbert was killed, covered ground through present-day Queensland never before seen by Europeans. 
All the geographical names which can be seen on the map north of Jimbour House were bestowed by members of the expedition. © Thomas 
Wilke and Leo Joseph. 

Fig. 5. Phillip Parker King, British Naval hydrographer. was bom on Norfolk Island in 1791 and died in Sydney in 1856. As Lieutenant King 
he commanded several expeditions between 1817 and 1822, using the cutter Mermaid and later the brig Bathliurst, with the allotted task of 
continuing Matthew Flinders’ survey of the Australian coastline. In 1818 he became the first European to visit the area around the Cobourg 
Peninsula, and gave names to several geographical features. This included the inlet of Port Essington, which he named after Vice-Admiral Sir 
William Essington. King later surveyed parts of the coast of South America and for about 15 years from 1834 held the post of Commissioner 
of the Australian Agricultural Company. He was promoted to Commander in 1821 and Rear-Admiral in 1855. © Mitchell Library State 
Library of New South Wales. 

Fig. 6. Vice-Admiral Sir William Essington (7-1816) was a distinguished and war-hardened naval officer, who took part in many sea battles 
including Camperdown (1797) and Copenhagen (1807). Sir William was held in such high regard by Phillip Parker King that he not only 
named Port Essington after him, but named his third son William Essington King. This vignette of Sir William Essington is a detail taken 
from “Commemoration of the 11th October 1797” (the Battle of Camperdown) by R. Smirke. The portraits were engraved by Geo. Noble 
from original miniatures by John Smart. Published by R. Bowyer and John Edwards, Historic Gallery, Pall Mall, London 1803. © National 
Portrait Gallery. 

Fig. 7. Portrait of John Lort Stokes, RN (1812-1885), by Stephen Pearce, c. 1879. Stokes was born and died in Pembrokeshire, South Wales, 
and was an officer on I I.M.S. Beagle for nearly eighteen years, serving with Phillip Parker King. Pringle Stokes (no relation), Robert FitzRoy 
Charles Darwin and John Wickham. When Wickham was invalided in 1841, Stokes took command of the ship. After Stokes returned to 
England in 1843 he published Discoveries in Australia, with an account of the coasts and rivers explored and surveyed during the voyage 
of the Beagle, 1837-1843. Stokes continued to rise through the ranks and was promoted to Admiral in 1877. € National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London. 


Fig. 8. The plate, published with the type description for “ Halcyon macleayiT' (the Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii), from Illustrations 
of Ornithology by William Jardine and Prideaux John Selby, vol. 2, plate Cl, 1830. The specimen on which Jardine and Selby based their 
plate was given to them by Alexander Macleay, the Sydney-based naturalist, who appears to have obtained it from someone who must have 
visited the Cobourg Peninsula or Arnhem Land area before 1830. Photographed from the copy at Knowsley 1 lalf Licence granted courtesv 
ofTheRt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. 3 
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Fig. 9. Sir Gordon Bremer arrived to found the naval colony at 
Victoria, Port Essington with H.M.S. Britomart and Alligator, together 
with the supply ship Orontes, on 27 October 1838. This sepia wash and 
pencil drawing by Owen Stanley shows the Britomart and Alligator 
off Plymouth breakwater, on the south coast of England, in 1837. 
© Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales. 



Fig. 10. H.M.S. Beagle at anchor in Sydney Harbour, by Owen 
Stanley. The survey barque Beagle lives in everyone's memories as 
the ship that carried Charles Darwin around the world during her 
second surveying expedition between 1831 and 1836. She visited 
Port Essington several times between 1839 and 1841, on her third 
voyage, and important specimens were collected there by her surgeon 
Benjamin Bynoc and other crew members. © National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich, London. 

Thomas, who was a curator at ANSP. It was then shipped 
to Philadelphia via the Verreaux brothers, taxidermists of 
Paris, who mounted all the specimens, and this unfortunately 
led to most of them being stripped of their original labels. 
This has caused endless problems with identifying Gould’s 
bird types, or establishing the data for other important 
individuals. 

Of the rest of Gould and Gilbert’s vertebrate material, 
most did go to the BM, but a substantial proportion was 
purchased for the collections of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
whose ancestral seat was at Knowsley Hall in Lancashire, 
only 8 miles east of the centre of Liverpool (Fig. 51). 
Lord Derby’s collection was bequeathed to the people of 
Liverpool and in 1851 founded the Liverpool Museum (now 
part of NML). This institution holds the best preserved of 
all Gould and Gilbert’s material, most of the specimens still 
with their original field labels attached (Fig. 52). Most of 
Gould’s types are now divided between the three museums 
already mentioned (NHM, ANSP and NML), although 
recent research indicates that quite a few are dispersed 


f 





Fig. 11. Watercolour of H.M.S Fly by 11. Melville, from the manuscript 
journal of John Sweatman. The crew of the Fly collected many 
important specimens on her various visits to Port Essington between 
August 1843 and January 1845. John MacGillivray (collector for 
the 13th Earl of Derby) and ship’s naturalist John Ince were left at 
Port Essington to collect for about four months while the ship was 
being refitted in Java. © Mitchell Library, State Library of New 
South Wales. 



Fig. 12. H.M.S. Rattlesnake, watercolour by Oswald W. Briefly, 1853. 
John MacGillivray returned to Port Essington on the Rattlesnake in 
1848 as one of the official ships’ naturalists. Also on board as naturalist 
was Thomas 1 lenry I luxley, who was later a great supporter of Charles 
Darwin and his theory of evolution - the self-styled “Darwin’s 
Bulldog”. 1 National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London. 

amongst other collections, as widely distributed as Naturalis, 
Leiden (RMNI1), Museum national d’Histoire Naturelle, 
Paris (MN! IN), Museum Victoria, Melbourne (NM V) and 
the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard, Cambridge 
(MCZ) (Figs 53-59). 

The taxonomic significance of Gilbert’s bird and 
mammal collections, including those from Port Essington, 
has been described in many papers, including Stone (with 
Mathews, 1913), Meyer de Schauensee (1957), Chisholm 
(1940) and Fisher (1992). Gilbert’s Port Essington 
specimens alone represent about fifty new species or 
subspecies of birds or mammals (Fisher 1992, and this 
paper). Gilbert also collected many other new forms on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, particularly fish (described in particular 
by Sir John Richardson, in various papers between 1842 and 
1846), reptiles, molluscs (mostly described by J.E. Gray in 
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Fig. 13. Captain Chambers, of the colony’s ship Pelorus , made collections of birds, mammals and reptiles at Port Essington. He presented 
126 of these to the British Museum in 1842, of which - to their credit most survive. This shows a copy of the NHM Register entry for the 
Chambers collection, which has been annotated with more modem scientific names as each specimen was found. Of particular interest are 
1842.1.13.25, which is probably a paralectotype of Ptisles coccineoptems Gould, 1865; No. 35, a syntype of Collyriocincla pallidimsiris 
Sharpe, 1877; No. 56, a syntype of Pitta iris Gould, 1842 (Fig. 116); No. 94, a paralectotype of Cacatua sanguinea Gould, 1843 (see Fig. 
109), and No. 105, the only record of the Terek Sandpiper Xcnus cinereus from Port Essington. © The Natural History Museum, London 
(Register entry) and © Clemency Fisher (manuscript amendments). 
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Fig. 13 continued 
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Fig. 14. Joseph Beete Jukes (1811-1869), official naturalist on I l.M.S. 
Fly, was bom in Birmingham, England and studied geology under 
Professor Sedgwick at Cambridge University. Jukes made a major 
contribution to Australian geology and wrote many papers and reports, 
such as A sketch of the physical structure of Australia (1850). Jukes 
became Director of the Irish Geological Survey in 1850, a post he 
held until his death. This white marble bust by Albert Bruce Joy, dated 
1890. is in the Museum and Art Gallery Northern Territory Visual 
Art collection (Registration number CS.00016). O Museum and Art 
Gallery of the Northern Territory Collection. 

Fig. 15. John MacGillivray (1821-1867) was the son of the 
renowned Scottish ornithologist William MacGillivray, and was 
bom in Aberdeen. He took part in three Royal Naval surveying 
voyages, during which he visited Port Essington several times. On 
the first voyage, aboard I l.M.S. Fly between 1842 and 1846, John 
MacGillivray acted as natural history collector for the 13th Earl 
of Derby. He was hired as the official naturalist on the voyages of 
H.M.S. Rattlesnake and Herald but was dismissed from his post on 
the Herald in 1855. MacGillivray deserted his tubercular wife and 
his children, and died ol alcoholism in a hotel in Sydney. Portrait 
from "Good Words', 1868 1 Mitchell Library, State Library ofNew 
South Wales. 

Fig. 16. Edward Smith Stanley, 13th Earl of Derby (1775-1851), 
by William Derby (1837). Lord Derby is shown surrounded by 
items representing his great interests, the restoration of his estate at 
Knowsley (near Liverpool), and the subject of natural history. He 
sent collectors all over the world to obtain rare specimens for his 
museum, and had an enormous private aviary and menagerie. His 
internationally important collections were bequeathed to the people 
of Liverpool and founded what is now National Museums Liverpool, 
the only English National Museums service outside London. Licence 
granted courtesy of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. 
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the 1840s) and insects (described by a number of authors, 
including F.W. Hope (1841) and F.P. Pascoe (1859)). 

JOHN GILBERT AT PORT ESSINGTON 

John Gilbert (1812-1845) was born in Newington Butts, 
south London, the son of a carpenter. As a teenager Gilbert 
was apprenticed to John Gould, who was then Taxidermist 
to the Zoological Society of London; Gould taught Gilbert 
the principles of the art of preparing vertebrates as skins 
and mounts, a specialist skill of which his student became 
a master. 

John Gilbert became the first ever curator of the 
Shrewsbury Museum in 1836, but was dismissed after only 
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Figs 17, 18, 19, 20. Labels written by: 17, John Gilbert, 18, 
John MacGillivray, 19, Joseph Beete Jukes and 20, William 
Chambers. Gilbert’s labels are usually meticulously written, 
whereas MacGillivray often seemed to have problems with his pen. 
Unattributed Gilbert labels can often be identified by the way he wrote 
his “s”s, thus “Essington" looks more like “Eggington”. Being able 
to identify a collector’s writing can often help attribute better data 
(such as locality) to a specimen, by comparing the details you do have 
with the known chronology of the collector. © National Museums 
Liverpool; The Natural History Museum, London. 


a few months for trying to install his wife in his rooms at the 
museum. Applying to his former employer for help, he was 
hired by Gould to act as a field assistant on Gould’s much 
heralded 1838 expedition to investigate Australia’s fauna. 
They arrived at Hobart, Tasmania, on 19 September 1838. 

Gilbert soon proved his worth as a collector and 
naturalist. Gould and he worked together in Tasmania for 
a while, but Gould quickly became so pleased with his 
assistant’s capabilities that he sent him off to collect on 
his own in Western Australia. Gilbert returned to Sydney 
for a pre-arranged meeting with John Gould in the spring 
of 1840, but was aghast to find his employer had returned 
to England without waiting for him. Neither had Gould 
left clear instructions for Gilbert on what to do next. After 
some deliberation on destination (including the possibility 
of going to New Zealand) Gilbert discovered from Owen 
Stanley - who had just returned from Port Essington with 
the Britomart - that the Gilmore was leaving shortly for the 
colony at Port Essington in order to re-supply them after the 
ravages of the cyclone of 25 November 1839. Gilbert knew 
that this area was at that time almost totally unexplored, and 



Fig. 21 . “Port Essington, on the north coast of Australia” by LeBreton, 
lithographed by Emile Lassale, from J.S.C. Dumont d’Urville’s 
Voyage an Pole Slid et dans I 'Oceanic sur les corvettes I 'Astrolabe 
el la Zelee. This picture must dale from 1839. when the Astrolabe 
and the Zelee visited Port Essington, and gives a very informative 
impression of the settlement of Victoria. © Mitchell Library, State 
Library of New South Wales. 



Fig. 22. “The English colony at Port Essington” by Goupil, 
lithographed by Emile Lassale, from J.S.C. Dumont d’Urville's 
Voyage an Pole Slid et dans l 'Oceanic sur les corvettes I 'Astrolabe et 
la Zelee. This picture must also date from 1839 and is a useful vignette 
of the daily life of the colony and the construction of the buildings. 
© Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales. 
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Fig. 23. Watercolour view of the settlement of Victoria from the sea, 1839 by Thomas Hatfield. © Mitchell Library, State Library of New 
South Wales. 



Fig. 24. Watercolour by Owen Stanley (captain of the Britomart) of 
the wreck of the colony’s ship Peloms. She had been driven onto shore 
by the cyclone of November 1839 and badly damaged. The painting, 
plus the one below, show her at high tide in 1839, and at low water 
in 1840. The ship took 16 months to repair but her crew was able to 
set sail for Singapore in March 1841. On board was the naturalist 
John Gilbert, on his way back to England. © Mitchell Library-, State 
Library- of New South Wales. 



Fig. 25. Watercolour by Owen Stanley of the wreck of the colony's 
ship Peloms. Details of the wrecking are given in the caption for Fig. 
24 above. © Mitchell Library. State Library of New South Wales. 
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Fig. 26. Watercolour of “The fortress of Port Essington” by Owen 
Stanley. I he ship was stationed at Port Essington for fifteen months in 
the early days of the settlement. The fortress and the stockade behind 
it show how concerned the inhabitants of the isolated colony were 
about the possibility of attack. © Mitchell Library. State Library of 
New South Wales. 



Fig. 27 “Journey’s End: Victoria Square, Port Essington”, by II. 
Melville, dated 1846. This illustration was published in 1847 by T. and 
W. Boone ol London in two expedition reports: Ludwig Leichhardt’s 
Journal of an overland expedition in Australia from Moreton Bay to 
Port Essington and J.B. Jukes’ Narrative of the surveying voyage of 
H.MS Fly. The version here is taken from a copy of Jukes’ book. The 
phrase "Journey's End” alludes to the arrival of the surviving members 
of the Leichhardt Expedition at Port Essington on 17 December 
1845, having crossed the continent from the southern Queensland 
coast. Expedition member John Gilbert had been killed in Cape York 
Peninsula on 28 June 1845. © Liverpool City Libraries. 
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Fig. 28. “View of Victoria”, by John McArthur. McArthur, the Royal Marine Captain in charge of the settlement at Port Essington, painted 
this watercolour before the end of 1839, shortly after the colony was established. The church with the bell tower in the background, which 
must have been built with much effort, was destroyed by the cyclone of November 1839. © National Library of Australia, Canberra. 


imagined it to be teeming with new birds and mammals for 
him to discover. 

Gilbert wrote a letter to John Gould on 15 May 1840 
(MLS; CY reel 461: 700-703), announcing his intention 
of visiting Port Essington. The letter included a bill of 
lading for three boxes. In the main these contained Gilbert’s 
collections from the Swan River Colony in Western 
Australia, but he added “twenty one skins of Birds, from 
Lieut Stanley, collected during his stay at Port Essington”. 
The boxes were put on the Lord William Bentinck. 

On 8 June 1840, Gilbert wrote to Gould announcing his 
departure for Port Essington (MLS; CY reel 461: 704-707). 
Owen Stanley had given him a letter of introduction to the 
Commandant of the settlement. The Gilmore left Sydney on 
15 June, arriving at Victoria, Port Essington on 12 July. 

Gilbert did not spend long adjusting to the tropical 
climate. On 16 July he wrote to Gould (MLS; CY reel 461: 
708-711) giving his first impressions of the settlement. He 
had arrived to find it in some disarray after the cyclone that 
had so sternly hit Victoria the previous November. They 
were very badly oil'for provisions; the Gilmore was heartily 
welcomed. As for the wildlife, Gilbert had only been out 
once “and saw so many beautiful Species of Birds that / 
knew not which to shoot at first". The Assistant Surgeons of 
the outpost had already collected many different forms and 
Gilbert was sure between them they could form “as splendid 
a collection as wc have done in any part of Australia". The 
dedicated field-worker had gone about pitching his tent 
but it was so insufferably hot that Commandant McArthur 
arranged for quarters for him in Government House, a 
prefabricated wooden building with multiple openings 
which helped air circulate (see Figs 61,62 and cover). 

Gilbert spent the next month collecting within a short 
distance of the settlement; his specimens bear locations such 
as Port Essington, Victoria, Point Record (= Record Point), 
Mangrove Point, Pig Lagoons. In late August he “ went in a 
cruise for a week in a large Deck Boat visiting the Islands 
in Van Diemens Gulf'. The approximate dates for this 


expedition can be gleaned from the labels on specimens in 
N M L - the dates included the period between 27-30 August 
(see Fig. 63). The collecting localities of these birds are 
also revealing; Gilbert was on Greenhill Island on the 27th, 
on Mayday (now Morse) Island on the 28th, and back on 
Greenhill on the 30th when he collected one of the syntypes 
of the Gouldian Finch. By 5 September, when he collected 
two Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Gilbert had returned 
to Port Essington. 

On 19 September, Gilbert wrote to his employer (MLS; 
CY reel 461:712-715; see Fig. 65). He had already collected 
200 specimens of 90 species of birds, eggs, skeletons and 
had a fine collection of insects, as well as a few plants, 
reptiles and fish. That only three mammals had been 
collected he put down to the after effects of the cyclone. 
Gilbert was especially proud of the fact that he had made 
one trip in the interior for ten days, going several miles 
farther than any European had done previously. However, 
the heat was a problem, bringing on: 

“...such a degree oflasitude [sic] and weakness that 
I have now adopted the plan of going out by the dawn 
of day, and the cool of the evening. ” 

Even worse were the ants: 

"... you have no idea of the difficulty I find in keeping 
my collection free from the Ants, which so abound 
here, many of my specimens have been completely 
destroyed by them in a single night, so that as fast as 
they dry 1 am obliged to paste them up in Boxes. ” 
Between the end of September and a date before the 
beginning of November 1840, John Gilbert visited Timor 
(Fig. 66). There is no mention of his intention in his letter 
to Gould of 19 September, the last that seems to exist from 
Gilbert’s Port Essington stay. Again (as with Gilbert's 
third excursion to York, Western Australia, in November 
1839), the main proof of his trip to Timor is the data labels 
on specimens in NML. The dates on these run between 
30 September and 9 October, when they abruptly stop - 
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Fig. 29. Collecting localities on the Cobourg Peninsula, adapted by John Fielding of National Museums Liverpool, front Figure 1 in Frith 
and Calaby, 1974: 3. We have added a few more of Gilbert's most important collecting sites, such as West and East Bay, Native Companion 
Plains and Table Head. © National Museums Liverpool / John Fieldinu. 
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Fig. 30. Plan of the settlement of Victoria in October 1847, drawn by Captain J.A. McArthur. McArthur’s depiction of a settlement of orderly 
appearance, and his term "Public Gardens", must have been a deliberate attempt to be positive despite the dire state of the colony, which was 
abandoned in 1849. ©The National Archives, Kew, UK. 
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I igs 31 38. Photographs ot Victoria Settlement in modern times, September 2005. Note in particular Fig. 32, an aerial view which shows the 
devastation a cyclone can bring; the Colony must have looked similarly stark after the cyclone of 1839. © Parks and Wildlife Commission 
of the Northern Territory, Department of Natural Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sport. 
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Figs 39—44. Clemency Fisher’s recollections of Victoria Settlement. Fig. 39, this photo is probably my favourite from the single day I spent at 
Port Essington in 1990.1 had got my camera ready to photograph a huge noisy herd of buffalo 1 could hear approaching, when what actually 
came into view was a single Orange-footed Scrubfowl (arrowed), a species first discovered at Port Essington in 1840 by John Gilbert. The 
bird ran into sight, saw me and stopped, uttered an irritated “pah”, and then ran off again with a thunderous noise. Fig. 40, the ruins of the 
married quarters at Victoria in 1990. The round chimneys, which were built by Comishmen familiar with howling gales, have stood the test of 
time. Fig. 41 . Dave Acason of the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland on top of the Victoria Settlement’s bread oven. Fig. 42, Victoria 
Hospital kitchen. Fig. 43. Victoria Cove, photographed from the ruins of Victoria Settlement. Fig. 44, Victoria 1 lospital kitchen. 1 Clemency 
Fisher. 












The Top of the Top End 


indicating perhaps that Gilbert was there for just 10 days. 
According to Captain Chambers’ papers 2 , Gilbert went to 
Timor with John Armstrong - the colony’s gardener and 
botanical collector-on the English schooner Lulworth; she 
made several trips between Coepang (now Kupang) and 
Victoria, Port Essington, with buffaloes for the colony. 

By 13 November, Gilbert was back at Victoria, 
specifically at the King’s River where he found a nestling 
of the Large-tailed Nightjar “ lying upon the ground without 
any nest or even a blade of grass near it" (Figs 113 and 114, 
which are with the species entry for Caprinutlgus macrurus). 
Over the next few days Gilbert travelled between locations 
such as Warrui and Coral Bay, where he was collecting on 26 
November. Presumably he must have had access to a boat to 
get between Coral Bay and Smith Point, where he obtained a 
Peregrine Falcon on 27 November. It is not far by water but 
a considerable distance by land. Gilbert appears to have set 
up camp at Smith Point for a while, for he collected several 
specimens there up to 6 December (Fig. 64). 

Gilbert returned to Victoria for the Christmas festivities; 
there are many specimens in NML from this locality 
which were collected between 11-23 December. After 
a considerable - and unexplained - gap in activity, the 
specimens resume on 14 January 1841, at Table Head River 
(= Caiman Creek). It was here that Gilbert found at least 
twenty nests of the Pied Imperial-Pigeon (Ducula bicolor). 
About a week later he moved on to collect at East Bay, then 
went back to Victoria, and finally collected at Knocker Bay 
between 9-11 February. 

Apart from a few eggs (from nests of Wandering 
Whistling-Duck and Chestnut-backed Button-quail, at least 
some ol which were collected by local Aborigines), no dated 
specimens have been found which were collected between 
11 February and 17 March, when Gilbert left for England. 
Presumably he would have been busy preparing and packing 
the material he already had, but it seems probable there 
would have been other specimens collected in this period. 

On 17 March at 5.50 a.m., John Gilbert left Port 
Essington, and Australia, on the brig Pelorus. The ship had 
finally been repaired enough to be more-or-less seaworthy, 
sixteen months after being damaged in the cyclone which 
so devastated the settlement. They sailed for Singapore 
(via Timor), arriving on about 29 April. There Gilbert 
transhipped to the barque Thomas Harrison for London. 

On 17 September 1841 Just off the English coast, he sent 
a note to Gould via the pilot boat: “/ am happy to inform 
you I am thus far towards my return to happy old England 
again ...”. (MLS; CY reel 461:716-717). 

Gilbert was not allowed to stay in England for long. Such 
had been his success in Australia that in February 1842 John 
Gould sent him all the way back, to continue providing his 
employer with streams of new species. Gilbert worked his 


old patches in Western Australia for a time, having many 
adventures and narrowly missing being shipwrecked on 
the notorious Houtman Abrolhos Islands. He eventually 
moved on to New South Wales, working his way overland 
to the fertile Darling Downs, on the border of New South 
Wales and Queensland. Here Gilbert had a fateful encounter 
with the eccentric German explorer Ludwig Leichhardt. 
In October 1844 Gilbert joined Leichhardt’s overland 
expedition, which aimed to cross Australia from Brisbane to 
Port Essington. After many other trials and tribulations, the 
party were ambushed by Aborigines on Cape York Peninsula 
on the night of 28 June 1845, and Gilbert was killed. ’ 

John Gilbert collected more species of Australian birds 
and mammals for the first time than any other collector, 
past or present. 01 the 1800-odd species and subspecies of 
Australian birds and mammals known to exist today, Gilbert 
collected at least 110. Of full species (about 785), Gilbert 
collected about sixty, nearly 8% (Fisher, 1992: Fig. 67). 
The period of Gould and Gilbert (1838-1845) was the main 
boom period in the development of knowledge of Australia’s 
mammals and birds, other important collectors being John 
Gould himself, Benjamin Bynoe, John MacGillivray and 
the semi-literate and fascinatingly unreliable Frederick 
Strange (who was also killed by Aborigines while collecting 
for Gould). 

LATER COLLECTING ON THE 
COBOURG PENINSULA 

The remoteness of the Cobourg Peninsula is reflected in 
the paucity of material collected there after the settlement 
of Victoria was abandoned in 1849. For many years only 
Aborigines and Macassan trepang-fishers visited the area. 
In 1874, at the beginning of the pastoral industry in the 
Northern Territory, John Lewis built a house and stockyards 
near the old site of Victoria, and constructed a fence across 
the neck of the Cobourg Peninsula. I le formed the Cobourg 
Cattle Company to exploit the estimated 20,000 feral 
Swamp Buffalo Bubalis bubalis in the area, descendants 
of animals imported from Indonesia for the use of the 
naval colony. Twenty Bantang Bos javanicus had also been 
brought to the colony in 1849 (according to a dispatch from 
McArthur, 23 May 1849, see Frith and Calaby 1974: 204) 
and these too became well-established as a feral population 
on the peninsula. 

Alexander Morton (Fig. 68) collected birds at Port 
Essington for the Australian Museum (AM), his trip there 
probably only encompassing the months of January and 
February in 1879. North (1912) described two new species 
from Morion’s Port Essington material. A clutch of Blue- 
faccd Honeyeater eggs collected at Port Essington in 
1895, donated by Charles French of Melbourne, are in the 
Jacksonian Oological Collection in NMV (Jackson 1907: 85 
and Fig. 69); it would be interesting to track down any other 
material which was collected at this time, and by whom. 


2 See Chambers’ papers at the National Maritime Museum, UK, letter 
of 9 October 1840. William Chambers was Master of the Pelorus , 
which was stranded at Port Essington for some time by cyclone 
damage. 
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Fig. 45-50. Biological collections from Port Essington were described or listed in a variety of publications, including the reports from ships' 
voyages of exploration. These include Richardson and Gray’s The zoology of the voyage of H.M.S. Erebus and Terror under Captain Ross, 
1839-1843 (1844-1875) (from the copy at Knowsley Hall: Licence granted courtesy ofThe Rt lion. The Earl of Derby 2008); J.B. Jukes' 
Narrative of the surveying voyage of H.M.S. Fty (1847) (from Liverpool City Libraries’ copy); Dumont d'Urville’s Voyage au Pole Sud el 
dans l 'Oceanic sur les corvettes I 'Astrolabe et la Zelee (1844); John MacGilli vray’s Narrative of the voyage ofH. M.S. Rattlesnake during the 
years 1846-1850 (1852); John Lort Stokes’ Discoveries in Australia, with an account of the coasts and rivers explored and surveyed during 
the voyage of II.M.S. Beagle in the years 1837-1843 (1846) (these last three frontspicces photographed from copies in the Mitchell Library, 
State Library of New South Wales); and Eyre’s Journals of Expeditions of Discovery into Central Australia (1845). 
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A.J. Campbell (1919) listed the birds colleeted by “William” 
(Willrae) McLennan in 1915 from the King River, about 80 
miles from Port Essington (see White 1917a and b), as an 
exercise to compare McLennan’s species list with Gilbert’s. 
No other vertebrate material appears to have been collected 


•^Fig. 51. Knowsley Hall, near Liverpool in north-west England, seat 
of the aristocratic Stanley family. Sir Thomas Stanley was created 
the 1st Earl of Derby by his stepson Henry Tudor, who was crowned 
Henry VII in 1485 after the Battle of Bosworth Field. During this 
battle Richard III was killed, and his army defeated, with the help of 
the Stanleys' private army. 

This pencil drawing, dated 1835, was the work of the “Nonsense 
Poet” Edward Lear, who lived at Knowsley in the 1830s with the 
13th Earl of Derby and his family. Lear, an extremely talented artist, 
was hired by Lord Derby to paint the animals and birds at Knowsley, 
but became more famous for the rhymes he wrote for the Stanley 
children. Lear’s “The Owl and the Pussycat” was recently voted the 
most popular children's .poem in Britain in a national competition 
{The Times , 4 October 2001). Licence granted courtesy of The Rt 
Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. 

in the area until after World War II. David Johnson collected 
a few mammals, birds and reptiles on the western half of the 
Peninsula in 1948, on a side excursion from the main base 
camps of the American-Australian Scientific Expedition to 
Arnhem Land (Specht 1964). 



Fig. 52. Some of John Gilbert’s Australian birds and mammals from the collections of National Museums Liverpool, the red labels denoting 
type material. Many of the specimens were collected on the Cobourg Peninsula in 1840 and 1841. Gilbert’s 19th century upper vertebrate 
material is of great scientific importance, and a treasure-trove of ecological and faunistic information for modern natural historians. © National 
Museums Liverpool. 
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Figs 53-60. John Gould was a businessman as well as an ornithologist, and sold on many of his specimens after he had finished with his 
research and illustrations. As a result the Gould Collection, which includes most of Gilbert’s material, is now scattered in museums throughout 
the world. Examples of institutions with important holdings of Gould Collection material are: Fig. 53, World Museum, National Museums 
Liverpool (UK); Fig. 54, the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia (USA); Fig. 55, the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard 
University (USA); Fig. 56. the Natural History Museum, London (this is the ornithological outstation at Tring, in Hertfordshire, UK); Fig. 57. 
Cambridge University Museum ofZoology (UK); Fig. 58, Oxford University Museum of Natural History (UK); Fig. 59. Naturalis , Leiden (the 
Netherlands); Fig. 60. The only significant collection ol Gould’s specimens still held in Australia is at the Museum Victoria, Melbourne. 
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Figs 61, 62. Two views of Government House, Victoria, in 1839. Gilbert was lucky enough to be billeted here after finding life in his tent 
insufferable - the multiple doors must have allowed a welcome breeze. Fig. 61 , John Lort Stokes’ drawing gives a good sense of the strategic 
position of the tiny building, headquarters of the British Government for the whole of northern Australia (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London). Fig. 62, Owen Stanley’s painting was composed after the cyclone of November 1839, and gives a vivid impression of 
the devastation the storm had caused (© Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales). 



Fig. 63. Four passerine birds collected by John Gilbert in Van Diemen 
Gulf, south of the Cobourg Peninsula, which bear labels with dates 
that allow us to estimate the timespan of this excursion by boat. This 
must include the dates 27-30 August 1840. Left to right: Gouldian 
Finch (30th, Greenhill Island), Rufous Whistler (28th, Mayday / 
Morse Island), Red-headed Honeyeater (27th, Greenhill Island), 
Rufous-banded Honeyeater (28th, Mayday / Morse Island). All the 
birds, except for the Red-headed Honeyeater, are probably of type 
status. © National Museums Liverpool. 

In 1954 David Parsons (Fig. 70) collected at Port 
Essington; two of his specimens from that locality are in 
the South Australian Museum (SAM) and about 100 in 
the Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale University 
(PMNH). Parsons’ specimens are of exceptional quality, 
with excellent attached data(Fig. 71). InAugust 1961,A.E. 
Newsome and Dominic Serventy collected and observed 
birds and mammals at Danger Point. The most important 
of these post-war visits, nevertheless, were the scientific 
expeditions mounted by CSIRO between 1965 and 1968; 
their extensive collections and ecological observations on 



Fig. 64. A collection of birds (Left to right: Black-tailed Godwit, 
Wandering Whistling-Duck and Peregrine Falcon) now in National 
Museums Liverpool, which were obtained by Gilbert at Smith Point 
between 27 November and 6 December 1840. The dates on the labels 
help to establish the extent of the period that Gilbert was collecting 
in this area. © National Museums Liverpool. 

the fauna of Port Essington were published in a 200 page 
report (Frith and Calaby 1974). 

SOME PROBLEMS WITH PORT ESSINGTON 
MATERIAL 

Major problems with specimen mislabelling have come 
to light during scrutiny of material from Port Essington. 
For instance, several specimens labelled “Port Essington” 
actually come from South Australia or other localities 
(Glauert 1947, Tyler 1969, Frith and Calaby 1974). Cogger 
and Lindner (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 63-107) listed a 
number of reptile and amphibian specimens for which they 
concluded that the locality “Port Essington” was spurious. In 
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Fig. 65. John Gilbert's letter to John Gould. Although he had only been on the Cobourg Peninsula for two months, by 19 September 1840 
Gilbert had already prepared 200 specimens from 90 species of birds (skins, eggs and skeletons), insects, plants, reptiles and fish. However, 
mammals were scarce due to the after-effects of the cyclone, and heat and ants were taking their toll on the collector and his collections. © 
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales. 
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Fig. 66. “Coepang. from the Anchorage” by G. Gore, published in 
Discoveries in Australia ... during the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle in 
the years 1837 ... 1843 by John Lort Stokes (T. and W. Boone, 1846). 
John Gilbert visited Timor in 1840, collecting in the vicinity of the 
capital Coepang (Kupang). From the dales on his specimens, Gilbert’s 
time on the island seems to have spanned at least the 10 days between 
30 September and 9 October. © Mitchell Library, State Library of 
New South Wales. 

the NHM, this problem also applies to the type of Macropus 
melanops (which is actually a specimen of Macropus 
fuliginosus , from South Australia) and three specimens of 
Petrogale penicillata (1850.10.31.13-15, purchased from 
Warwick), as well as the unique specimen of Gould’s Mus 
manicatus, which is probably a form of Rattus fuscipes 
and cannot therefore be from the north coast (Calaby and 
Keith, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 198-199). The status of the 
crayfish Cheraps bicarinatus Gray is also affected. Several 
specimens in the MNHN in Paris are also mislabelled, for 
instance a Trumpet Manucode Phonygammus keraudrenii 
gottldii is labelled Port Essington instead of Cape York 
Peninsula, to which this form is endemic. There are also 
problems with the Crawford Collection in Dublin, and with 
material from the Cockerell family (see Part 4. Birds). 

Another problem stems from the fact that the first 
expedition of Ludwig Leichhardt, on which John Gilbert 




Fig. 68. Photograph of Alexander Morton (1854-1907), who collected 
birds at Port Essington for the Australian Museum in 1879. Morton, 
originally from New Orleans, USA, was Curator of the Tasmanian 
Museum in Hobart from 1884 and became Director in 1903 © 
Launceston Library, Tasmania. 

collected many specimens, was officially referred to as the 
“Port Essington Expedition”. The inscribers of many labels 
have contracted this to “Port Essington”. Thus a number of 
species taken in eastern Queensland by Gilbert have been 
incorrectly referred to Cobourg Peninsula (especially by 
Witmer Stone). 



Percentage of all new 
species / subspecies 


Percentage of all new 
full species 


Fig. 67. Pie-diagrams to show John Gilbert’s importance as the discoverer of many of Australia’s higher vertebrates (adapted from Fisher 
1992). © Clemency Fisher. 
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Fig. 69. Blue-faced Honeyeater eggs collected at Port Essington in 
1895, donated by Charles French of Melbourne. © Wayne Longmore 
/ Melbourne Museum, Victoria. 


F ig. 71. I hree Forest Kingfishers Todiramphusmacleayiimacleayii, 
collected by David Parsons at Port Essington and Melville Island in 
1954. Parsons was a talented taxidermist and field collector, who even 
recorded the reproductive state of the birds on his labels. © Peabody 
Museum of Natural History, Yale University, USA. 



Fig. 70. David Parsons begun as a Preparator at the Peabody 
Museum, Yale University, USA. in 1952 and eventually became 
their Chief Exhibit Preparator. One of his greatest achievements was 
the preparation of the huge Saguaro cactus for the Sonoran Desert 
group in the museum. He removed the thousands ofspines. cast the 
cactus in plaster and then re-insterted the spines into the cast one 
by one, in the original sequence. Parsons was also an accomplished 
field naturalist who produced specimens of exceptional quality, with 
excellent data. He collected at Port Essington in 1954. C© Peabody 
Museum of Natural History, Yale University, USA. 

GILBERT’S MANUSCRIPT NOTES 

Gilbert appears to have only made species lists for 
reptiles (partial), mammals and birds. His Port Essington 
collections of fish are briefly mentioned in this paper as 
they can be at least partially identified from the literature, 
and from those specimens which survive at the NHM. 
John Gilbert also collected many new invertebrates at Port 
Essington (such as the beetl e Stigmatium gilberti A. White, 
1849), as well as plants (Maiden 1909; George 2009), but 
we have restricted our discussion to vertebrates. 

In the following account, the text of Gilbert’s notes and 
observations is generally given in italics. We have re-ordered 
Gilbert's lists of species into modem taxonomic order but 
have also included Appendix 1, which shows Gilbert’s 
original version. If the identity of the species Gilbert was 
referring to can be determined, the current scientific name is 
given with its author plus date, directly after his nineteenth 
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century version. We have copied exactly Gilbert’s use of the 
“=” sign to denote an Aboriginal word, as in “ Wor=gurF. 

ACRONYMS 

The following are the acronyms used in the text to 
represent museums or libraries holding specimens or 
manuscripts from Port Essington. Where such collections 
have been searched by us, this is indicated by the initials 
CF (Clem Fisher) or JC (John Calaby). Where information 
has been extracted from published accounts, these are also 
indicated (see References): 

ANSP Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, USA. Almost 
all the Gould material was sent to Paris for dismounting 
in 1847 and received in Philadelphia in 1849. The Rivoli 
Collection, formed by Victor Massena (Due de Rivoli), 
was purchased by the Academy in 1846 and also contains 
material from Port Essington (CF). 

AM The Australian Museum, Sydney, Australia (CF; list of 
reptiles collected by Fi.G. Cogger and D.A. Lindner from 
Frith and Calaby 1974: 63-107 and from the AM database). 
AMNH The American Museum of Natural History, New York, 
USA (CF, collection only partially searched). 

ANWC Australian National Wildlife Collection, in custody 
of Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation, Division of Wildlife and Ecology, Canberra, 
Australia. Information from Frith and Calaby 1974, N.W. 
Longmore, pers. comm. 1996 and R. Schodde (Curator of 
the ANWC 1970-2000), pers. comm. 1998; specimens were 
also checked by JC, but some data as copied from Frith and 
Calaby 1974 may still be wrong. If specimens arc undated, 
it can still be inferred that all were collected between 1965 
and 1968. Some more recent specimens from Port Essington 
have been transferred to ANWC from NTM (see below). 
BM The British Museum, used here in a historical sense, 
referring to the period before 1885 when the BM split into 
the humanities based British Museum, Bloomsbury, and the 
British Museum (Natural History), South Kensington (later 
theNHM). 

BMNH The NHM, South Kensington, London, and Tring outstation 
(Hertfordshire), UK. Most specimens without collecting 
dates can still be put into context by theiraccession numbers, 
which include the year of accession (e.g. [18J42.1.13.122; 
3.7.[19]17.6.). This institution is generally referred to as the 
NHM in the general text ("BM” is only used in a historical 
context) but the acronym BMNH is used in the specimen 
lists, or before an accession number - conforming with the 
convention followed by present-day NHM staff (CF). 

CUL Cambridge University Library, Cambridge, UK (CF). 

LIVM Acronym used before the accession numbers of specimens 
in World Museum Liverpool (WML, formerly Liverpool 
Museum), National Museums Liverpool (NML), UK. 
Almost all the specimens from Port Essington had been 
originally sold to the 13th Earl of Derby by John Gould, 
or obtained by Lord Derby's collector John MacGillivray. 
They were bequeathed to the people of Liverpool upon Lord 
Derby’s death in 1851 (CF). 

MCZ Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. Most of these are 
originally from the Lafresnaye Collection, sold to the Boston 
Society of Natural History in 1865 (CF, 1999; collection not 
fully searched). 


MLS Mitchell Library, Sydney, Australia (CF and Ian McAllan). 
MNHN Museum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France (CF). 
NHM The Natural History Museum, South Kensington (London) 
and Tring (Hertfordshire). The acronym "BMNH is used 
before accession numbers (see above). 

NLA National Library of Australia, Canberra (JC and CF). 
NMINH The National Museum oflreland, Natural History Division, 
Dublin. Ireland. Note that the Crawford Collection localities 
are extremely dubious; for instance, two Polytelis swainsonii 
are labelled Port Essington (CF 1996, and pers. comm. Julia 
Sigwart 2004-2006). 

NML National Museums Liverpool, UK. Incorporates World 
Museum Liverpool (WML), formerly Liverpool Museum. 
Other divisions of NML are Merseyside Maritime Museum 
(includes the International Slavery Museum and H.M.S. 
Revenue and Customs Museum), the Walker Art Gallery 
(includes the Lady Lever Art Gallery and Sudlcy House), 
the National Conservation Centre, and the Oratory. Under 
construction is the riverside Museum of Liverpool, w'hich 
will open in 2010-2011. 

NMS The National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, UK (CF). 
NMV Museum Victoria. Melbourne, Australia. John Gould 
collection, received between 1859-1869 (CF; Ian McAllan 
pers. comm. 1995 and Wayne Longmore 2006). 

NTM Museum and Art Gallery Northern Territory, Darwin, 
Australia (formerly Northern Territory Museum) (mammal 
specimens collected by A.E, Newsome and birds collected 
by D.L. Serventy at Danger Point in August 1961, 
information from Frith and Calaby 1974. Further data from 
the MAGNT database provided by Paul Horner). Note that 
Port Essington reptiles with old NTM numbers are now in 
the AM collections. 

OUMN11 Oxford University Museum of Natural History, Oxford, UK 
(CF). 

PMNH Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale, New Haven, 
USA. Material collected by David H. Parsons, June to 
August 1954 (CF). 

QML Queensland Museum Library, Brisbane, Australia (CF). 
RB1NS Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels (CF). 
RMNH Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum ( Naturalis ), Leiden, 
Netherlands (formerly the Rijskmuseum van Natuurlijke 
History). The Gould collection at RMNII was received 
between 1840 and 1850 (CF). 

SAM South Australian Museum, Adelaide, Australia (specimen 
information from Maya Penck). 

TMI Turin Museum, Italy (information from Orsetta Elter, 1985 
and Ian McAllan, 2003). 

UMCZ University Museum of Zoology, Cambridge, UK (CF). 
USNM United States of America National Museum, Washington, 
USA (specimen information from Specht, 1964). 

VMA Vienna Museum of Natural History, Austria (CF). 

WAM Western Australian Museum, Perth, Western Australia 
(specimen information from Ric Howe). 

WML World Museum Liverpool; part of National Museums 
Liverpool, UK (CF). 

Institutional names in the figure captions are not 
abbreviated because of copyright laws. 

Species accounts end with tables listing relevant material 
in museums. Where no collecting date is recorded but this 
can be inferred, such dates are given in square brackets. 
Most of the birds and mammals from Port Essington in the 
above museums have been documented by CF, but many 
institutions (such as the Naturhistorischcs Museum, Berlin) 
still remain to be explored, and some of the collections 
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already visited need much further investigation. Some of 
the smaller museums (such as those in Oxford and Dublin) 
have the best-preserved gems. 

After long discussions with fellow taxonomists, 
particularly Richard Schodde (formerly ofCSIRO, ANWC, 
Canberra) and Leo Joseph (CS1RO; formerly ANSP), we 
have decided to make formal changes to the present type 
status of any specimen discussed only in a few crucial 
cases. The need to re-assess the taxonomic status of early 
nineteenth-century Australian material as a whole (most 
urgently the birds, and particularly those from John Gilbert 
and John Gould’s collections) has become increasingly 
obvious in the last few years, and there are plans to 
produce such a re-assessment in the next few years under 
joint authorship, and with the assistance and agreement of 
many of the Australian natural scientists who have helped 
us with this manuscript. The thorniest issue is undoubtedly 
the Gould Collection at the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia, as almost all the original labels were removed 
from the specimens in 1847. A draft ANSP Type Collection 
Catalogue is available on the ANSP website (Ingersoll and 
Fisher 2006), and comments are welcomed. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
PART 1. FISH 

John Gilbert collected several new species of fish at 
Port Essington, but bis manuscript list (to which Sir John 
Richardson referred many times in his published papers) 
is not in the General Library of the NHM with those he 
did for reptiles, mammals and birds. A surviving part of 
Gilbert’s notes is entitled “ Quadrupeds , reptiles andfish" 
but there is no sign of the section on fish, and most of the 
section on reptiles also appears be missing. Presumably 
the notes on fish were given or lent to Richardson, as he 
quotes them so extensively, and may still be somewhere 
amongst his papers, or those of the Haslar Hospital in 
Portsmouth where he was based as Inspector of Hospitals 
for the Royal Navy. Unless Gilbert’s manuscript notes 
on fish are found, Richardson’s quotations from Gilbert’s 
notes are virtually our only record of what Gilbert wrote. 
Some other small remnants of Gilbert’s notes on his Port 
Essington fish collections that do survive are a few rough 
details copied into the diary he used on the Leichhardt 
Expedition of 1844-1845, mostly recording the scientific 
names Richardson had given them and their Aboriginal 
names (manuscript in the MLS: see in particular pages 
32-33 (page 32 is illustrated in Fig. 72) and 43^44 of 
volume one). 

Reconstructing Gilbert’s fish collections could make 
an interesting and important research project in the future, 
perhaps in the hands of natural scientists more familiar with 
this group than we are. Richardson’s papers (e.g. i842a 
and b, 1843a and b, 1844-1848) would be a good basis for 
such a study, as he almost invariably gave Gilbert’s field 
number for each species, and quoted his observations. In 
the meantime, we have included here as full as possible 
a list of the scientific names of fish collected by John 
Gilbert on his visit to Port Essington, many ol which 
were described as new species by Richardson (note that 
Richardson used the word “(Nob.)” to denote a new fish). 
We have also listed the accession numbers and details ol 
the Gilbert fish specimens which have been found in the 
NHM after initial searching. These are listed in the order 
of his field numbers (quoted by Richardson (1842a: 15) 
as being Nos. 1-37). 




Fig. 72. Scientific names given by Sir John Richardson to fish 
collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington in 1840 and 1841, recorded 
(along with some Aboriginal names) by Gilbert in the notebook he 
later used as his Leichhardt Expedition diary, 1844-1845 (volume 
1, page 32). See “Fish listed in Gilbert's notes” on pages 27 to 32, 
numbers 1.2,11,18 (Serranus Gilherti Richardson, which was named 
after Gilbert), 20,21,22 (from Timor) and 31. Gilbert’s fish specimens 
are now in the Natural History Museum, London. © Mitchell Library, 
State Library of New South Wales. 


Fish listed in Gilbert’s notes (arranged in Gilbert’s 
numerical order) 

Malabar Grouper 
Gilbert’s Field No. I. 

Current name: Epinephelus malabaricus (Bloch and 
Schneider, 1801). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Serranus 
crapao Cuv. and Val. Richardson quoted notes made by 


John Gilbert in his account: “ Inhabits the shallow parts 
of Port Essington ” (Gilbert, quoted by Richardson 1842a: 
25). Gilbert probably collected BMNH 1843.6.15.53, a 
Gould Collection specimen from Port Essington, which is 
listed on the database but cannot be found. He did collect 
BMNH 1853.1.4.3, a dried specimen from the harbour of 
Port Essington, Gould Collection, which bears a collecting 
date of 12 November 1840. The two numbers may in fact 
represent the same specimen. 
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Jarbua Terapon 
Gilbert’s Field No. 2. 

Current Name: Terapon jarbua (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Theraponservus 
(Cuv.). Richardson quoted notes made by John Gilbert in 
his account: “ Inhabits the shallow parts ofPortEssington. 
The specimen was taken from a freshwater [Richardson’s 
emphasis] swamp near the settlement" (Gilbert, quoted 
by Richardson 1842a: 126). A specimen almost certainly 
collected by Gilbert is BMNH 1843.6.15.42, collected in 
freshwater swamps near Victoria, Port Essington, from the 
Gould Collection. 

Indo-Pacific Tarpon 
Gilbert’s Field No. 3. 

Current name: Megalops cyprinoides (Broussonet, 
1782). 

“Forster’s Megalops”, so named by Richardson, refers 
to Forster’s manuscript name Clupea setipinna, which 
was attached to his pencil sketch 242 in a Joseph Banks 
manuscript. Richardson formalised this name as Megalops 
setipinnis. Richardson then recorded that this fish was: "No. 
3. Mr Gilbert’s list... named the “freshwater herring” by 
the settlers at Port Essington and “Orroree " by the natives, 
It inhabits all the freshwater streams, swamps and lakes 
of the Cobomg Peninsula and may be taken readily with a 
hook and line." Richardson went on to report (presumably 
still from Gilbert’s notes) that the fish was "an indifferent 
acquisition to the table, being not only full of bones like 
the English herring, but soft as if putrid, however early 
it may be cooked after it is caught ” (Richardson 1843a: 
493). Two syntypes of Megalops setipinnis Richardson are 
BMNH 1964.11.6.14 and BMNH 1853.1.4.20, both being 
dried specimens collected by Gilbert in a “Fresh Water 
Swamp, near Victoria, Port Essington” on 20 September 
184[0], Gould Collection. These two specimens may be 
re-registrations of BMNH 1843.6.15.43, listed as from 
“freshwater swamps near Victoria” and 1843.8.10.11, listed 
from Port Essington, both Gould Collection. 

Whipfin Silverbiddy 
Gilbert’s Field No. 4. 

Current name: Genes filament os us Cuvier, 1829. 

This species was described by Richardson as Gerres 
filamentosus (Cuv. and Val.). Richardson quoted notes 
made by John Gilbert in his type description: “[Collected] 
Sept. 1840 ... an inhabitant of a fresh-water swamp at Port 
Essington (Richardson 1842b: 25). A Gerresfilamentosus 
probably collected by Gilbert is listed in the Register as 
BMNH 1843.6.15.52, Port Essington, from the Gould 
Collection. This may be a Gerres filamentosus which has 
lost its number but still has an original Gilbert field label 
recording that it was collected in a fresh water swamp near 
Victoria, Port Essington, on 20 September 1840. BMNH 
1853.1.4.4, which bears a Gilbert label with identical field 


data, is labelled "Gerres sp.” but may well also be Gerres 
filamentosus (James Maclaine pers. comm. 2006). 

Gilbert’s Field No. 5. 

Unknown. Not listed by Richardson. 

Gilbert’s Field No. 6. 

Unknown. Not listed by Richardson. 

Live Sharksucker 
Gilbert’s Field No. 7. 

Current name: Echeneis naucrates Linnaeus, 1758. 

This species was listed by Richardson as Echeneis 
naucrates (Linn. Aucl.). Richardson quoted notes made 
by John Gilbert in his account: "This species is named 
“munnemullergo ” by the natives of Port Essington, who 
take it occasionally in the harbour ” (Richardson 1843a: 
498). Gilbert only collected one specimen. This is almost 
certainly BMNH 1843.6.15.56, a Gould Collection 
specimen from Port Essington. 

Estuarine Stoneflsh 
Gilbert’s Field No. 8. 

Current name: Synanceia horrida (Linnaeus, 1758). 

This species was described by Richardson as Synanceia 
trachvnis (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes by John Gilbert 
in his type description: "No. 8 of Mr Gilbert's collection. 
According to ... the collector, this species is not very 
abundant at Port Essington. It is mostly seen in muddy 
places surrounding stones or rocks. Its native name is 
“IVullerinden ”” (Richardson 1842a: 385-389) The types 
of Synanceia trachvnis Richardson are BMNH 1853.1.4.2 
(holotype) and 1853.1.4.1 (paratype). They are both dried 
specimens labelled with Gilbert’s field number “No 8” and the 
locality Port Essington, and are from the Gould Collection. 

Black-banded Rainbowfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 9. 

Current name: Melanotaenia nigrans (Richardson, 1843). 

This species was described by Richardson as Atherina 
nigrans (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by John 
Gilbert in his type description: “No. 9. Mr Gilbert's list 
... Mr Gilbert informs us that this little fish is a tolerably 
abundant inhabitant of the freshwater streams that flow 
into the harbour of Port Essington, and that it is very easily 
taken with a hook baited with flies or fresh meat. Yalgurnda 
is its native name ” (Richardson 1843a: 180-182). The 
specimen which is probably the holotype of Atherina nigrans 
Richardson was located by the NHM Fish Section staff as a 
result of the research for this paper, and is a dried specimen 
now numbered BMNH 2006.5.18.1, collected [by Gilbert] 
at the King’s River, near Victoria, Port Essington (Gould 
Collection). There is another, smaller, dried specimen from 
the Gould Collection labelled Port Essington which may 
also have type status (BMNH 1846.8.27.7). 
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Gilbert’s Field No: 10. 

Unknown. Not listed by Richardson. 


Fig. 76. Holotype of the Margined Coralfisli, Chelmon marginalis 
Richardson 1842 (No. 12 of Gilbert’s list), collected by John Gilbert 
in Coral Bay, Port Essington, November 1840 (BMNH 1843.6.15.48). 
©The Natural History Museum, London. 


Port Essington ” (Richardson 1842b: 29-31). The holotype 
of Chelmon marginalis Richardson is BMNH 1843.6.15.48, 
labelled by Gilbert “Coral Bay, Port Essington. Nov. 1840. 
No. 12” (Figs 75 and 76). It is also noted that two “Chelmon 
marginatus ” (sic) were listed in the Lord Derby Museum 
Stock Book, Fishes under Nos. 57 and 59, along with 
several other fish which may have been from Gilbert’s Port 
Essington collection. Most of these are marked as having 
been destroyed by Liverpool Museum curators in 1910, 
and the rest- including the two Chelmon - must have been 
incinerated in the blitz of 1941. 


Figs 73 and 74. Above, holotype (spirit specimen BMNH 1972.6.8.1) 
and, below, paratype (dried specimen BMNH 1853.1.4.11, from 
the King’s River) of Apogon aprion Richardson, 1842. Both were 
collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington in 1840 or 1841. Apogon 
aprion is now Gtossamia aprion. Mouth Almighty. © The Natural 
History Museum, London. 


Finelined Surgeonfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 13. 

Current name: Acanthurus grammoptilus Richardson, 
1843. 

This species was described by Richardson as Acanthurus 
grammoptilus (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his type description: “No. 13. Mr Gilbert's 


Mouth Almighty 
Gilbert’s Field No. 11. 

Current name: Glossamia aprion (Richardson, 1842). 

This species was described by Richardson as Apogon 
aprion (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by John 
Gilbert in his type description: “No. 11. Mr Gilbert's list 
... aborigines name this fish “Mundunik” and that it is a 
very local species ... seen only in King's River ... and not 
in the other vety similar and closely adjacent streams ” 
(Richardson 1842a: 16-18). The holotype of Apogon 
aprion Richardson, which is in spirit, is BMNH 1972.6.8.1. 
BMNH 1853.1.4.11, a dried specimen labelled by Gilbert 
“No. 11. King’s River near Victoria, Port Essington”, is a 
paratype (Figs 73 and 74). 

Margined Coralfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 12. 

Current name: Chelmon marginalis Richardson, 1842. 

This species was described by Richardson as Chelmon 
marginalis (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made 
by John Gilbert in his type description: “No. 12. Mi- 
Gilbert s collection ... Mr Gilbert states that his fish is the 
“willemawillum’’ of the aborigines , and that it frequents 
shallow rocky places and sandy beaches in all the bays of 


Fig. 75. Illustration of Gilbert’s type of the Margined Coralfish 
Chelmon marginalis, from Discoveries in Australia ... during the 
voyage ofH.M.S. Beagle in the years 1837 ...1843 by John Lort 
Stokes (1846). The actual specimen is illustrated in Fig. 76. Gilbert 
noted that the Aborigines of Port Essington called this fish the 
“willemawillum”. S Mitchell Library, State Library of New South 
Wales. 
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list ... named “Lurgee" by the natives of Port Essington, 
and is very abundant in the bays near the head of the 
harbour" (Richardson 1843a: 176-177). The holotype 
(BMNH 1853.1.4.5) and a possible paratype (1843.6.15.38) 
of Acanthurus grammoptilus Richardson are in the dried 
fish collection at the NHM. Both are labelled “Coral Bay, 
Port Essington, Nov. 1840. No. 13” and are from the Gould 
Collection. 

Mottled Spinefoot 
Gilbert’s Field No. 14. 

Current name: Siganus fuscescens (Houttuyn, 1782). 
This species was described by Richardson as Amphacanthus 
gymnopareius (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his type description: “No. 14. Mr Gilberts 
list ... “Nurdoot ” of the aborigines of Port Essington, 
inhabits the quiet secluded bays of the harbour, where 
the water is shallow and the bottom soft and sandy 
(Richardson 1843a: 174-6). The holotype of Amphacanthus 
gymnopareius Richardson is BMNH 1843.6.15.37, a dried 
specimen collected by Gilbert at Coral Bay, Port Essington, 
in November 1840 (Gould Collection). Its collecting 
label had been inadvertently switched with the type of 
Amphacanthus notostictus, BMNH 1843.6.15.36. 

Largescaled Therapon 
Gilbert’s Field No. 15. 

Current name: Therapon theraps (Cuvier and Valenciennes, 
1829). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Therapon 
theraps (Cuv. and Val). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his account: “No. 15. Mr Gilbert s collection 
of Port Essington fish. At-a-goorn, Aborigines of Port 
Essington ... though abundant in the harbour it keeps in 
the deep water ” (Richardson 1842a: 126-127). BMNH 
1843.6.15.40 has an original Gilbert label with the locality 
“Heath” [= “Smith”?] Point, and a collecting date of 20 
September 1840. Gould Collection. 

Blue Tusklish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 16. 

Current name: Choerodon cyanodus (Richardson, 1843). 

This species was described by Richardson as Labrus 
cyanodus (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by John 
Gilbert in his type description: “No. 16. Mr Gilbert’s list... 
bears the name "ngurmin ” among the Aborigines of Port 
Essington, and is very abundant in that harbour, where it 
inhabits deep water with a rocky bottom. The specimen was 
captured at Black Point'' (Richardson 1843a: 355-357). 
The holotype of Labrus cyanodus Richardson is BMNH 
2004.11.5.9 (re-registered after being found with no 
accession number, but probably originally 1843.6.15.46), a 
“stuffed” specimen collected by Gilbert at Black Point, Port 
Essington, in November 1840, field number “No. 16”. 



Fig. 77. The holotype of Serranus gilberti Richardson, “Gilbert’s 
Serranus”, named after John Gilbert, who collected it at Black 
Point. Port Essington in November 1840 (BMNH 1843.6.15.59 / 
1968.3.11.3). Richardson’s name is now considered a synonym of 
Epinephelus quoyimus. © The Natural History Museum, London. 

Barlicad Spinefoot 
Gilbert’s Field No. 17. 

Current name: Siganus virgatus (Valenciennes, 1835). 

This species was described by Richardson as 
Amphacanthus notostictus (Nob.). Richardson quoted 
notes made by John Gilbert in his type description: “No. 
1 7. Mr Gilbert s list... named “ Loorooga” by the natives 
of the country round Port Essington, and is said by Mr 
Gilbert to be common to all the shallow parts of the 
harbour" (Richardson 1843a: 172-174). The holotype 
of Amphacanthus notostictus Richardson is BMNH 
1843.6.15.36, a dried specimen collected by Gilbert at 
Coral Bay, Port Essington, in November 1840 (Gould 
Collection). Its collecting label had been inadvertently 
switched with the type of Amphacanthus gymnopareius, 
BMNH 1843.6.15.37. 

Longfin Grouper 
Gilbert’s Field No. 18. 

Current name: Epinephelus quoyanus (Valenciennes, 
1830). 

This species was described by Richardson as Serranus 
Gilberti (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by John 
Gilbert in his type description: “No IS. Mr Gilbert’s 
collection ... stated by Mr Gilbert to inhabit deep rocky 
places near the entrance of the harbour of Port Essington 
... I have named [ it] after Mr Gilbert" (Richardson 1842a: 
19-22). The holotype of Serranus gilberti Richardson is 
BMNH 1843.6.15.59 (probably the specimen re-registered 
as 1968.3.11.3), a dried Gould Collection specimen 
collected [by Gilbert] at Black Point, Port Essington, in 
November 1840 (sec Fig. 77). 

Note that Richardson named Serranus gilberti 
(“Gilbert’s Serranus”) after John Gilbert. 

Blackeyed Thicklip 
Gilbert’s Field No. 19 

Current name: Hemigymnus melapterus (Bloch, 1791). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Tautoga 
melapterus (Cuv. and Val.). Richardson quoted notes 
made by John Gilbert in his account: “The “Ardilga” 
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of the natives of Port Essington inhabits deep water 
among sunken rocks, and readily takes a baited hook ... 
Mr, Gilbert s specimen was captured at the Tamar rock ” 
(Richardson 1843a: 358-359). Only one specimen was 
collected, possibly BMNH 1843.6.15.64, which cannot 
be found at present. 

Spanish Flag Snapper 
Gilbert’s Field No. 20. 

Current name: Lutjanus carponotatus (Richardson, 
1842). 

This species was described by Richardson as Mesoprion 
carponotatus (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his type description: ‘Wo. 20. Mr Gilbert’s 
list. The native inhabitants of the shores of Port Essington 
call this fish "Mungundju ” and it frequents the deep water 
in rocky places at the entrance of the harbour ([according 
to] Mr Gilbert)" (Richardson 1842a: 28-31). Gilbert's 
holotype of Mesoprion carponotatus Richardson is BMNH 
1843.6.15.51 (re-registered as 1985.6.3.1), in the dried 
fish collection at the NI1M (Gould Collection). Gilbert 
has labelled it “Tamar Rock, Port Essington. November 
1840. No 20” (this label is detached and tucked under 
Richardson’s label, which is glued to the underside of the 
fish). 

John’s Snapper 
Gilbert’s Field No. 21. 

Current name: Lutjanus johnii (Bloch, 1792). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Mesoprion 
yapilli (Cuv. and Val.). Gilbert collected a specimen of 
this fish at the Tamar Rock in November 1840, and noted 
that it was common in all the rocky parts of Port Essington 
(Richardson 1842a: 26-28). This specimen is almost 
certainly BMNH 1843.6.15.47 from the Gould Collection, 
labelled Tamar Rocks, Port Essington and collected [by 
Gilbert] in November 1840. 

Yellow-edged Lyretail 
Gilbert’s Field No. 22. 

Current name: Variola loud (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson (1842a: 26) 
as Serranus punctulatus from Kupang, Timor. BMNH 
1843.6.15.50 is a skin which bears a Gilbert label with the 
data “Oct 1840. No. 22. Coepang [= Kupang, West Timor], 
Island of Timor”. 

Gilbert’s Field No. 23. 

Unknown. May have been collected from Timor. Not listed 
by Richardson. 

Blacktip Grouper 
Gilbert’s Field No. 24. 

Current name: Epinephelusfasciatus (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson (1842a: 26) as 
Serranus marginalis from Kupang, Timor. 


Gilbert’s Field Nos 25, 26, 27, 28. Not listed by 
Richardson. 

All these fish species may have been from Timor. If 
so, the species would include Julis Icaudimacula (= Coris 
caudimacula , Spottail Coris), a fish which was collected 
by Gilbert at Kupang, Timor (Richardson 1843a: 424). 
This may be represented by BMNH 1843.6.15.60, from 
Kupang. Others species collected by Gilbert in Timor could 
be represented by a Lethrinus sp. BMNH 1843.6.15.54 and 
Serranus mangu BMNH 1843.6.15.63. Both are Gould 
Collection specimens from Kupang and were almost 
certainly collected by John Gilbert. 

Milkfish 

Gilbert’s Field No. 29. 

Current name: Chanos chanos (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Leuciscus 
(Ptycholepis) salmoneus (Forster). Richardson quoted notes 
made by John Gilbert in his account: “ ... an inhabitant 
of deep water, and rarely seen within the harbour of Port 
Essington, though natives occasionally spear it close in 
shore” (Richardson 1843a: 489). Gilbert collected just one 
specimen, at Point Smith. This is almost certainly BMNH 
1843.6.15.41, a dried Chanos chanos databased as “Heath” 
[= Smith] Point, Port Essington, Gould Collection. 

Doublespotted Queenfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 30. 

Current name: Scomberoides lysan (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Chorinemus 
forsteri (Schneider). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his account: “ ... common in all parts of 
the harbour of Port Essington, and is captured daily in 
great numbers by the natives, who name it “milinjidne ”” 
(Gilbert, quoted by Richardson 1843a: 24). Only one 
specimen was collected. BMNH 1843.6.15.35, a dried 
specimen of Scomberoides lysan , must be this specimen, as 
it bears an original Gilbert field label with “Port Essington 
No. 30” and “ Chorinemus ” in his writing, and is from the 
Gould Collection. 

False ScorpionFish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 31. 

Current name: Centrogenys vaigiensis (Quoy and Gaimard, 
1824). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Centropristes 
scorpenoides (Cuv. and Val.) Richardson quoted notes made 
by John Gilbert in his account: “... named by the Aborigines 
at Port Essington “Seebererdidwee " and is abundant in 
all the shallow parts of the harbour ” (Richardson 1842a: 
120-126). Gilbert brought three spirit specimens and a 
number of dried skins of this fish back to England; one of 
the latter was later donated to the MNHN by John Gould. 
Two of the others are probably BMNH 1843.6.15.61 and 
1843.8.10.10, both labelled Port Essington and from the 
Gould Collection. 
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Green-striped Coral Bream 
Gilbert’s Field No. 32. 

Current name: Scaevius milii (Bory de Saint-Vincent, 
1823). 

This species was described by Richardson as Scolopsis 
longulus (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by John 
Gilbert in his type description: “No. 32. Mr Gilbert's 
collection ... seen by Mr Gilbert in Port Essington, but in 
the entrance of the harbour only ” (Richardson 1842a: 389- 
390). Gilbert’s holotype of Scolopsis longulus Richardson 
is BMNH 1843.6.15.39, a dried specimen with no 
collecting label. Another Gould Collection specimen from 
Port Essington listed as “ Scolopsis ” (BMNH 1853.1.4.10) 
needs investigation. 

Gilbert’s Field No. 33. 

Unknown. Not listed by Richardson. 

Banded Frogfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 34. 

Current name: Halophryne diemensis (Le Sueur, 1824). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Batrachus [sic] 
diemensis (Le Sueur?). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his account: ”... this fish is an inhabitant 
of the mud at the head of the harbour of Port Essington, 
where it may be frequently seen creeping over the surface 
when the tide has left. It is very difficult to capture, fot- 
on the slightest appearance of danger it plunges down 
instantaneously ” (Richardson 1843a: 352-353). A specimen 
which was almost certainly collected by Gilbert is BMNH 
1843.6.15.44, a dried specimen from Port Essington, Gould 
Collection. 

Largetoothed Flounder 
Gilbert’s Field No. 35. 

Current name: Pseudorhombus arsius (Hamilton, 1822). 

This species was described by Richardson as Rhombus 
lentiginosus (Nob.). Richardson quoted notes made by 
John Gilbert in his type description: “No. 35. Mr Gilbert's 
list. This fish ... inhabits all parts of the harbour of Port 
Essington, and the whole coast ofCobourg Peninsula. The 
Aborigines name it "wooneerung ” (Richardson 1843a: 
495-497). A syntype of Rhombus lentiginosus Richardson 
is BMNH 1843.6.15.49, collected [by John Gilbert] at Coral 
Bay, Port Essington in November 1840, Gould Collection, 
listed as “Pleuronectes". 

Gilbert’s Field No. 36. 

Unknown. Not listed by Richardson. 

Orbicular Batfish 
Gilbert’s Field No. 37. 

Current name: Plata.x orbicularis (Forsskal, 1775). 

This species was listed by Richardson as Platax 
orbicularis (Cuvier). Richardson quoted notes made by 


John Gilbert in his account: “...frequents most parts of 
the harbour of Port Essington, and swims near the surface, 
which renders it an easy mark for the spears of the natives, 
who name it 'be-role-coord' ” (Richardson 1842b: 32-34). 
Only one specimen was collected. This is almost certainly 
BMNH 1843.6.15.34, Port Essington, from the Gould 
Collection. 


Fish collected from Port Essington or the Cobourg 
Peninsula during the settlement period (1838 to 1849 ), 
but not listed in Gilbert’s notes (arranged in alphabetical 
order by present genus). 

Some of these specimens may have been collected by 
Gilbert (Gould Collection specimens), but others (presented 
by Haslar Hospital) may have been collected by visiting 
naval vessels like HMS Beagle (B. Russell pers. comm. 
2009). 

Anemonefish 

Current name: Amphiprion sp. 

This species was named by Gunther in 1862 as 
Amphiprion tricolor. There arc eight syntypes, of which five 
have numbers BMNH 1847.7.27.56 and 1855.9.19.564- 
567. These are spirit specimens from Port Essington, 
presented by the Haslar Hospital. 

Bigeye Trevalley 

Current name: Caran.x sexfasciatus Quoy and Gaimard, 
1825. 

This fish was described by Richardson as Caranx 
parapistes (Richardson 1844-1848: 136). Richardson 
quoted what must be notes made by John MacGillivray in 
his type description: “Frequents brackish lagoons at Port 
Essington, and is known to the aborigines bv the name of 
“orkbudbood" ”. Richardson went on to list the distribution 
of this fish as Northern coasts of Australia and Torres 
Straits (Richardson 1844-1848: 136). Caranx parapistes 
Richardson is now a synonym of Caranx sexfasciatus Quoy 
and Gaimard, 1825, Bigeye Trevalley. The holotype of 
Caran.x parapistes is BMNH 1846.8.11.6, a dried specimen 
collected by John MacGillivray at brackish lagoons. Point 
Smith. Port Essington, during the voyage of H.M.S. Fly 
(although the name Caranx parapistes was published by 
Richardson in his account of the zoology of the voyage 
of H.M.S. ships Erebus and Terror) and formerly in the 
collections of Edward Stanley, 13th Earl of Derby and 
founder of the Liverpool Museum. 

Carpet Eel-blenny 

Current name: Congrogadus subducens (Richardson, 
1843). 

This species was described by Richardson as 
Machaerium subducens. Richardson quoted notes made 
by John Gilbert in his type description: “Thefish ...inhabits, 
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in small numbers, the various bays of Port Essington, 
where it lurks under the mud in shallow waters. The 
aborigines name it “Ambeetunbeef \ Mr Gilbert, assistant 
to Mr Gould, brought home a single specimen of the dried 
skin of one side, which was presented by Mr Gould to the 
British Museum. It is from this example alone that the 
... description of the species was taken ... Machaerium 
subducens (Rich.), Lurking Machete ” (Richardson 1843b: 
175-178 and plate VI). The holotype of Machaerium 
subducens Richardson is BMNH 1843.6.15.45, a dried 
specimen from Port Essington, Gould Collection. 

Northern Trout Gudgeon 

Current name: Mogurnda mogurnda (Richardson, 1844). 

This species was described by Richardson as Eleotris 
mogurnda. In his type description, Richardson wrote that: 
"Its specific name is its native appellation at Port Essington ” 
(Richardson 1844-1848: 4). Richardson mentioned that 
he had several Port Essington specimens in front of him 
when he described Eleotris mogurnda. Two of these must 
be BMNH 1843.6.15.58 and 1843.8.10.12, both listed as 
Gould Collection specimens from Port Essington; they 
are therefore syntypes of Eleotris mogurnda Richardson, 
1844. As Gould Collection specimens they are likely to 
have been collected by John Gilbert. They may be one 
and the same as two spirit specimens (both registered as 
BMNH 1855.9.19.696) which are labelled as types of 
Eleotris mogurnda. 


Longfin Snake-eel 

Current name: Pisodonophis cancrivorus (Valenciennes, 
1830). 

This species was described by Richardson as Ophisurus 
cancrivorus (see Richardson 1844-1848: 97-98). Habitat 
Port Essington. Richardson does not mention who collected 
the type material, or give any habitat details, but the 
holotype of Ophisurus cancrivorus Richardson is BMNH 
1938.12.21.96. 

Fringe-eyed Flathead 

Current name: Cymbacephalus nematophthalmus 
(Gunther, 1860). 

A syntype of Gunther’s Platycephalus nematophthalmus 
is BMNH 1855.9.19.96, presented by the Haslar 
Hospital. 

The waters around the Cobourg Peninsula are still a 
good source of new fish species. For example, Lumiconger 
arafura was described by Castle and Paxton in 1984 from 
material caught off Point Smith, and other new species have 
even more recently been collected oITTable Head, Danger 
Point and in Coral Bay. 
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PART 2. AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES 

This section on amphibians and reptiles is an 
enlargement of Gilbert’s manuscript entitled Reptiles 
of Port Essington (BMNH Zoology Library. Gould 
Australian Collection 8/3/2p. Gilbert, J.), which covers 
just two sides of paper and only refers to lizards. It does 
not include anything approaching the actual number of 
new species of reptiles he collected there. Gilbert’s notes 
start with “No. 5” directly under the title, so the numbers 
must be a continuation of a series started by him. We have 
reached the conclusion that either these two pages are 
only a fragment of a bigger set of notes, or that Gilbert 
never completed copying the information in his field notes 
for Gould. A transcription of Gilbert’s Reptiles of Port 
Essington is given in full below (see Appendix 1 for a 
reproduction of the original), and where Gilbert discussed 
a particular form, his notes are repeated at the beginning 
of the detailed discussion for that species. 

Gilbert’s text: “Reptiles of Port Essington” 

Page 1 

A o. 5. Mo=nune=g\’ne of the Aborigines 
"Found tolerably abundant in all parts of the 
Peninsula where there is soft soil or sand, burrowing 
a long distance under ground. ” 

No. 6. Q=war=ra of the Aborigines 
"Abundant in all parts of the country, and mostly 
met with in scrubby places, and when hunted very 
readily takes to the tree’s, up which (however smooth 
the bark) they run with surprising rapidity, it is 
occasionally seen in hollow dead branches, with 
its head emerging, uttering a disagreably harsh 
ciy, very much at times resembling the spring of a 
childs rattle. ” 

Chlamvdosaurus Kineii 
Macl=bid=de of the Aborigines 
"The Frilled Lizard is tolerably abundant, and an 
inhabitant for the most part of the upper branches 
oj tree s or long grass near swamps, feeding on 
Co/eoptera and the larger species of Larvae. I have 
on one or two occasions found leaves and tender 
twigs in their stomachs; When approached if in a 
tree, they cling close to the branch with their four 
feet, the whole length of the body resting close on 
the bark, and are thus scarcely perceptible and 
doubtless very often passed unseen; In leaping from 
branch to branch they do not erect the frill to assist 
their leaping as supposed by many persons; on the 
contrary, when I have seen them moving about they 
have always had the frill lying close down upon the 
neck and shoulders, but when followed closely they 
turn round and boldly face either dog or man .... ” 


Page 2 

[continued from Page 1] “.... now erecting its frill, 
which is brought slightly forward, as if the head was 
in an umbrella, with its mouth wide open, keeping 
up the whole time a hissing and hard breathing 
noise all this time its body is thrown back upon the 
hind quarters almost in a sitting posture with its 
shoulders raised up to its full height by standing 
as it were on the tips of its fingers, its body all the 
time is kept in constant motion moving from side to 
side, and the long tail lashing and cutting down the 
grass on all sides in the most furious manner, and 
as each attempt is made to capture it, the waving 
motion of the body, the lashing of the tail, and the 
hissing noise is increased; / obtained two living 
specimens which I kept in confinement for several 
months intending to take them if possible to England, 
but they unfortunately both died on my passage 
homeward, when the two were first put together in 
a box, they were both vety pugnacious, and would 
frequently have very severe battles, inflicting on each 
other very severe wounds. ” 

Only two letters from Gilbert to Gould from the colony 
of Port Essington are extant, and only one of these mentions 
repti les (“/ have ...a few Reptiles in spirits ”. 19 September 
1840, MLS 1465/24/7). 

Amphibians and reptiles collected by John Gilbert 
in Western Australia and Port Essington were formally 
described by John Edward Gray in various catalogues 
and papers, such as the Zoological Miscellany (1842a, b 
and c), his Catalogue of the specimens of lizards in the 
collection of the British Museum (1845b), and his account 
(with John Richardson) of The zoology> of the voyage of 
H.M.S. Erebus and Terror (1844-1875). Gray specifically 
mentioned Gilbert specimens in the introduction to the 
latter work. Most of these specimens are now in the NHM 
and were listed by Boulenger in his various published 
catalogues of the herptile specimens at the BM (1882, 
1885-1887, 1889, 1893-1896). The specimen numbers 
and details were checked against the NHM’s departmental 
records and registers by CF (2003) but few of the specimens 
themselves were examined. It has also been assumed that 
the specimens are in spirit unless the registers specifically 
say otherwise. 

It should be noted that many of the original BM 
registration numbers were lost when labels fell off spirit 
jars in the last century (although in some cases it has been 
possible to also list here what was probably the original 
accession number), and that many of the types were 
deliberately re-accessioned even though their original 
numbers still existed (this also applies to the fish and 
mammal collections). It has also been noted that there 
is much amphibian and reptile material in the NHM that 
was presented by “Fleming” and listed as being from 
Port Essington. Most of these specimens are western or 
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southern Australian species (e.g. the amphibians Litoria 
adelaidensis, L. aurea and Limnodynastes dorsalis) 
and cannot be from the north coast. There must have 
been a mistake in the attribution of these specimens; the 
Fleming material has therefore not been included in this 
account. 

Note that the Port Essington reptiles and mammals in 
spirit presented to the BM by the 13th Earl of Derby in 
1845 (1845.5.13.1-39) were probably collected by John 
MacGillivray on the voyage of H.M.S. Fly. If so, these 
specimens must have been collected between 1843 and 
1844. Unlike Lord Derby’s bird and mammal collections, 
which founded the Liverpool Museum, most of his lower 
vertebrate and invertebrate collections - and anything in 
spirit-seem to have been dispersed elsewhere, especially 
to the BM. 

The material of Varanus was taxonomically re¬ 
assessed by Robert Sprackland in 1991, and we have 
followed his conclusions. We have also benefitted greatly 
from specimen notes made by the Australian herpetologist 
Glenn Shea, who kindly copied them for us in 1994. We 
have also had access to copious notes made by Harold 
Cogger and we have followed his sound advice on several 
occasions. 

We have constructed the following account by combining 
information gleaned from Gilbert’s manuscript list, data on 
material that have been found in the collections at theNHM, 
and information taken from J.E. Gray (1842 a-c, 1845b, 
1849), Gunther (1858 and 1858a); Richardson and Gray 
(1844-1875), Boulenger (as above); Cogger, Cameron and 
Cogger (1983), and from the NHM Registers (particularly 
the annotated version held by the Reptile and Amphibian 
Section). The old English names are as mentioned by Gray, 
or in Richardson and Gray (1844-1875). We have also 
added brief reference to species which were not recorded 
during the settlement period (1838-1849) but which were 
recorded on the Cobourg Peninsula by David Johnson in 
1948 (Specht 1964) or by CSIRO between 1966 and 1969 
(Frith and Calaby 1974). 

Unless otherwise stated, taxonomy and nomenclature 
follow Cogger (1996, 2000), in some places updated by 
Paul Horner (NTM). Modern English names (where these 
exist) are also mostly from these references. We have also 
widely consulted Cogger, Cameron and Cogger (1983), and 
Harold Cogger in person. 

AMPHIBIANS 

In order to locate settlement period amphibian material 
now at the NHM, we have referred to two main references: 
Gunther (1858) and Boulenger (1882). John Gray’s 
Catalogue of specimens of Amphibia in the British Museum 
(Part 2, 1850) only included the tailed amphibians, none 
of which are Australian, and the intended Part 1 (frogs and 
toads) was never published. 


MYOBATRACHIDAE 


Bilingual Froglet 

Current name: Crinia bilingua Martin, Tyler and Davies, 
1980. 

Harold Cogger (pers. comm. 2004) informs us that this 
is the only species of Crinia currently known from the Port 
Essington region. 

CSIRO found this species abundant in saturated leaf 
litter in paperbark swamps. The frogs usually tried to escape 
capture by burrowing deeply into the litter. Populations 
were found in swamps at the head of Caiman Creek, near 
the pearl culture farm in Knocker Bay, at Victoria and at 
Mawuwti Creek. They were not found in the swamps at 
Black and Smith Point, which become strongly saline at 
the end of the dry season. 

Specimens: 

AM R.28504; R28511; R30239; R30242-4; R32661-5; R32676- 
84; R32691-R32705. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 
Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969, and cited 
as an undescribed Crinia sp.] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 64- 
65). 

NTM R.29061. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan in leaf 
litter in a Melaleuca swamp at Caiman Creek, 27 September 
1990. NTM database, listed as Crinia remota. 

NTM R.29084. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan in 
a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 29 September 1990. 
NTM database, listed as Crinia remota. 

Marbled Frog 

Current name: Limnodynastes convexiusculus (Macleay, 
1877). 

In September 1966, CSIRO encountered Marbled 
Frogs at night in the open areas fringing the Smith Point 
swamp. During the day specimens were found in leaf 
litter in swamps at Victoria and Knocker Bay. Two newly 
metamorphosed individuals were found at Knocker Bay on 
29 September 1966. 

Specimens: 

AM R.30142-7; R31970-6; R32015-21; R32050-5; R32064; 

R 32081-2; R32104-8; R321I7-8; R32650; R32653; 
R32655-7. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 65). 

NTM R.26979. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan in 
a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 19 September 1990. 
NTM database. 

NTM R.29057-R.29058. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan underneath logs on the fringe of a Melaleuca 
swamp at Black Point, 26 September 1990. NTM database. 
NTM R.29069. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan in 

a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 28 September 1990. 
NTM database. 

Ornate Burrowing Frog 

Current name: Opisthodon ornatus (Gray, 1842). 

Gray (1842b: 56) specified that he had based his type 
description on a specimen collected by Gilbert at Port 
Essington. Gunther (1858: 34) listed the NFIM’s specimen 
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as “ Limnodynastes omatus ... adult: bad state. N. Australia 
... Gilbert”. 

CSIRO found the emergence of these frogs coincided 
with the first storms of the wet season, such as the heavy 
rain on 28 November 1970. Many were collected at Black 
Point. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.19.11 (formerly 1935.12.8.8). M. Spirit specimen. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
[Gould Collection], Designated holotype of Discoglossus 
omatus Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 
1983: 19). 

AM R.30148-9; R32065; R32654. [Collected by D.A. Lindner 
and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 66). 

HYL1DAE 

Giant Frog 

Current name: Cyclorana australis (Gray, 1842). 

In his description of Alytes australis (1842b: 56) Gray 
actually recorded the type location as “the North coast 
of Australia’' rather than Port Essington, but Boulenger 
(1882: 269-270) listed these specimens under “ a-b. Port 
Essington. Mr Gilbert's Collection”. 

CSIRO found this species emerged after the first of the 
pre-wet season thunderstorms. They bred in the Black Point 
swamp after the rains had become established. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.18.43-44 (formerly 1842.2.24.14 and 15, not 
1841.2.24.14-15 as in the department’s loose-leaf files, 
although main Register is unforthcoming). F and young. 
Spirit specimens. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841], Haslar Naval Hospital (formerly 
Gould Collection). Designated syntypes of Alytes australis 
Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 35- 
36). 

AM R.30122-3; R30151-4; R31960-6; R32022-7; R32057-8; 

R32066-70. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974:65). 

NTM R.30018 (old number CAMA 98). Collected by C. Smith on 

the Cobourg Peninsula. NTM database. 

NTM R.30156 (old number NTM 5914). Collected by D.A. 
Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1971. 

Northern Dwarf Tree Frog 

Current name: Litoria bicolor (Gray, 1842). 

John Gray specified in his type description of Eucnemis 
bicolor (1842b: 57) that the material he had in front of him 
had been collected at Port Essington by “ Mr Gilbert”. 

This frog was found to be abundant on the Cobourg 
Peninsula by CSIRO. In September 1966 they found very 
great numbers amongst the reeds fringing Black Point 
swamp. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.22.59 (formerly 1842.2.24.22). F. Spirit specimen. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Haslar Naval Hospital (formerly Gould Collection). 
Designated holotype of Eucnemis bicolor Gray, 1842 (see 
Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 39). 


AM R.30159-62; R30199-R30201; R30203-8; R30210; R30229- 

30; R32075; R32647-9. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and 
H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 66). 

NTM R.26985-R.26987 (collected on Pandanus), R.29051- 

R.29056 (on Pandanus). R.29063-R.29068 (collected at 
Telecom Tower). Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan 
at Black Point, 26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.29089. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan under 

drums at Smith Point Airstrip, 2 October 1990. NTM 
database. 

Green Tree Frog 

Current name: Litoria caerulea (White, 1790). 

Boulenger (1882: 383-384) listed five Port Essington 
specimens from Lord Derby; only four are still present 
(Barry' Clarke pers. comm. April 2004). 

CSIRO found Green Tree Frogs in a variety of habitats. 
Many were collected at the edge of a swamp behind Black 
Point, even in the dry season in October 1966. Breeding 
congregations were found in January 1967. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.2.24.10 (e-e in Boulenger 1882: 383-384). 3 spirit 
specimens. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841]. Haslar Naval Hospital (formerly Gould 
Collection). 

BMNH 1844.10.17.20 (i-1 in Boulenger 1882: 383-384). 3 (not 4) 
spirit specimens. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [Voyage of H.M.S. Fly, 1843-1844], Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1847.7.21.46 (b in Boulenger 1882: 383-384). M. Spirit 
specimen. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [Voyage of H.M.S. Fly. 1843-1845], Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

AM R.30124; R30139-40; R30150; R30220-5; R31967-9; 

R32037-40; R32059-63; [Collected by D.A. Lindner and 
H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 67). 

Javelin Frog 

Current name: Litoria (dorsalis) tnicrobelos Cogger, 
1966. 

Harold Cogger (pers. comm. 2004) tells us that most 
authorities now regard Litoria tnicrobelos as an Australian 
endemic, specifically distinct from Litoria dorsalis Macleay, 
1877, the Dwarf Rocket Frog of New Guinea. 

On the Cobourg Peninsula CSIRO found this species to 
be an inhabitant of saturated leaf litter in paperbark swamps, 
particularly those behind Caiman Creek and in the Knocker 
and Coral Bay areas. They were not found in large, deeper 
swamps such as those behind Smith and Black Points, but 
were found near mangroves by Victoria. 

Specimens: 

AM R.28497-9; R28501; R28503; R285I2; R28516; R28523; 

R28525-7; R2853I; R32658-60; R32667-75. [Collected by 
D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
1966-1969, and cited as Litoria dorsalis tnicrobelos Cogger, 
1966] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 68-69). 

NTM R.26980-R.26981. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan in a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 
19 September 1990. NTM database. 
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NTM R.29059-R.29060. Collected by RG. Horner and S. 

Donnellan in leaf litter in a Melaleuca swamp at Caiman 
Creek, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.29085-R.29086. Collected by R.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan in a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 
29 September 1990. NTM database. 

Rocket Frog 

Current name: Litoria nasuta (Gray, 1842). 

In September, 1966 the CSIRO survey found Rocket 
Frogs abundant in litter at the edges of fresh and brackish 
water swamps. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.22.81, formerly 1936.12.3.192 (Fig. 78). F, adult. 

Spirit specimen. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841]. Designated liolotype of Pelodytes nasutus 
Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983:47). 
BMNH 1845.5.13.35. M, adult. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. 

AM R.30121; R30125-6; R3013I-8; R30141; R30163-4; 

R30I66-7; R30174-83; R30196; R31982-4; R32001-14; 
R32083-9. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 70). 

NTM R.26975; R.26978; R.29072; R.29075; R.29081- 

R.29083; R.29090-R.29091. Collected by P.G. Horner 
and S. Donnellan in a Melaleuca swamp at Black Point, 
18 September to 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

Roth’s Tree Frog 

Current name: Litoria ivthii (De Vis, 1884). 

Most of CSIRO’s specimens were taken near the Black 
Point camp. Hundreds of individuals colonised the Black 
Point buildings, where they crowded onto rafters during 
the day. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.13.36 (not 1844.5.13.36 as in the department’s loose- 


leaf files). F. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1845], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 



Fig. 78. The designated holotype of the Rocket Frog Pelodytes nasutus 
Gray, 1842, now' Litoria nasuta (Gray, 1842). It is an adult female 
(spirit specimen BMNH 1947.2.22.81, fomierly 1936.12.3.192). The 
specimen was collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841].© The Natural History Museum, London. 


AM R.30127-30; R30I55-8; R30I65; R30I68-73; R30213-9; 

R3I977-81; R32000; R32043-9; R32056; R32076-80; 
R32109-11; R32134. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 
Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 69). 

NTM R.27133. 13 specimens tied with string, registered as one 

lot. Collected by D.A. Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
1971. NTM database. 

NTM R.26974; R.26982; R.29048; R.29062; R.29076; R.29087; 

R.29088. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan in 
Melaleuca swamps, the Telecom Tower and from other 
buildings at Black Point, 18 September - 1 October 1990. 
NTM database. 

Desert Tree Frog 

Current name: Litoria rubella (Gray, 1842). 

John Gray recorded in his type deception of Hyla 
rubella (1842b: 56-57) that the type material of this frog 
had been collected at Port Essington, but did not identify 
the collector. 

CSIRO found most of their specimens in trees around 
the periphery of Black Point swamp. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.24.7, formerly 1842.2.24.19. Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1841]. Haslar Naval Hospital 
(formerly Gould Collection). Designated syntype of Hyla 
rubella Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 
1983:49). 

BMNH 1947.2.24.8, formerly 1842.2.24.20. Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1841]. Haslar Naval Hospital 
(formerly Gould Collection). Designated syntype of Hyla 
rubella Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 
1983: 49). 

BMNH 1947.2.24.9, formerly 1842.2.24.21. Spirit specimen. Port 

Essington [collected 1838-1841], Haslar Naval Hospital 
(formerly Gould Collection). Designated syntype of Hyla 
rubella Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 
1983: 49). 

AM R.30212; R32041-2; R32651-2. [Collected by D.A. Lindner 

and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 70). 

NTM R.26983-R.26984; R.29049-R.29050; R.29073-R.29074; 

R.29077; R.29092. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 
Donnellan in Melaleuca swamps or on buildings, Black 
Point, 26 September to 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

Tornier’s Frog 

Current name: Litoria tornieri (Nieden, 1923). Gray’s 
name is pre-occupied. 

In his type description of Pelodytes affinis (1842b: 56), 
Gray stated that the frog “ inhabited the North Coast of New 
Holland" and did not specify a collector. However, Gunther 
(1858: 97) listed the type specimen as “ a. Port Essington. 
From Mr Gilbert s Collection". 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1947.2.22.79, formerly 1936.12.3.193. M. Spirit specimen. 

[Collected by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
[Gould Collection], Designated holotype of Pelodytes affinis 
Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 50). 
AM R.30194; R30202; R30226-8; R30231-3; R32071-3; 

R32114-6. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Penisula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 71). 
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NTM R.26976-R.26977; R.29070-R.29071; R.29078-R.29080. 

Collected by RG. Horner and S. Donnellan in Melaleuca 
swamps, Black Point, 18-29 September. NTM database. 

Wotjulum Frog 

Current name: Litoria wotjulumensis (Copland, 1957). 

CSIRO found this species at night along the grassy 
banks of Mawuwu Creek, in September 1966. It was also 
common in the paperbark swamp behind the Knocker Bay 
settlement. 

Specimen: 

AM R.30118-20; R30184-93; R30195; R30197-8; R32090-103; 

R32113. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on 
the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 71). 


MICROHYLIDAE 


Northern Territory Frog 

Current name: Austrochaperina adelphe fZweifel, 
1985). 

This species was found by CSIRO in the same habitat 
as Litoria dorsalis moist leaf-litter in paperbark swamps 
at Knocker Bay and at the head of Caiman Creek. Some 
individuals were also collected from a small pool in 
monsoon forest inland from Victoria. The species was 
apparently nocturnal. 

Specimen: 

AM R.30234-8; R30240-1; R32685-90. [Collected by D.A. 

Lindner and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966— 
1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 72). 


REPTILES 

CROCODILES 

Estuarine Crocodile 

Current name: Crocodylus porosus Schneider, 1801. 

CSIRO saw one individual regularly in the swamp 

adjacent to the airstrip at Smith Point. Another, a 12-foot 

individual, was seen several times in the sea below Black 

Point, or basking on a nearby beach. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.15.6 and 7. “Ovum of Crocodilus” recorded in the 
NHM Register. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. Not 
found in the collections. 

RMNH 3220. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Received from the dealer G.A. Frank of Amsterdam 
in 1850. 

USNM 128526. Skull. Collected [by David Johnson] at Black Rock 
Point. [1948] (Specht 1964: 310). 

AM R32641-6. Skulls and skeletal fragments taken from 
Aboriginal campsites on the Cobourg Peninsula [1966 
1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 72). 

NTM R.3450I (old number 5534). Skull. Collected by D.A. 
Lindner at Knocker Bay, 1969. NTM database. 


NTM R.34502-R.34505 (old numbers NTM 5556-5559). 4 Skulls. 

Collected by D.A. Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1970, 
NTM database. 

SEA TURTLES 

Loggerhead Turtle 

Current name: Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758). 

Specimen: 

NTM R.31705 (old number NTM 4420). Collected by David 
Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1969. NTM database. 

Green Turtle 

Current name: Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758). 
Specimens: 

NTM R.09065-R.09072. Hatchlings still in nest. Collected by 
David Lindner on Sandy Island No. 1, Cobourg Peninsula, 
11 May 1969. NTM database. 

NTM R.31208; R.34286 (old numbers NTM 5596; 5595). 

Collected by David Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula. 
NTM database. 

NTM R.16020. Skull only. Collected by David Lindner and H. 

Beckensale at Smith Point. 1972. NTM database. Listed as 
Chelonia sp. 

Hawksbill Turtle 

Current name: Eretmochelys imbricata (Linnaeus, 

1766). 

Specimen: 

USNM 128527. Shell and partial skeleton. Collected [by David 
Johnson] at Black Rock Point, [1948] (Specht 1964: 310). 

Pacific Ridley 

Current name: Lepidochelys olivacea (Eschscholtz, 
1829). 

Specimen: 

NTM R.26483. Collected by R. Chatto on Greenhill Island, Van 

Diemen Gulf, 25 April 1994. NTM database. 

Flatback Turtle 

Current name: Natator depressus (Garman, 1880). 

Specimen: 

NTM R.31791 (old number NTM 5585). Collected by D. Lindner 

on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1970. NTM database. 

FRESH WATER TURTLES 

Northern Snake-necked Turtle 

Current name: Chelodina rtigosa Ogilby, 1890 

Most of CSIRO’s specimens were taken at night in a 
large swamp next to the airstrip at Smith Point. A large, 
moribund individual was captured off Black Point in 
February 1966, and others were seen in grass at the north 
end of an abandoned landing ground at Black Point. 
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Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.123. F. “Stuffed”. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Annotation in 
the department's loose-leaf files: “Redet[ermined] from 
C. ohlonga by S. Thomson Aug 1997”. 

BMNH 1846.7.27.5. F. “Stuffed”. Collected by John Ince at Port 
Essington [1843-1845]. In the department’s loose-leaf files 
as Clielonia ohlonga but is probably Chelodina rugosa. 
“Exchanged 1929-A. Loveridge”. 

AM R.6256: R32629-30. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 73). 

AM R. 129353 (old number NTM 769). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner at Black Point on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966— 
1969 (AM database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 73) 


GEKKONID LIZARDS 

Northern Spiny-tailed Gecko 

Current name: Strophorus ciliaris (Boulenger, 1885). 

An individual of this species fell onto the windscreen 
of the CSIRO car while the staff were driving through low 
savannah on the western side of Port Bremer. 

Specimen: 

AM R30019-20. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
to the west of Port Bremer, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 74). 

Northern Dtella 

Current name: Gehyra australis Gray, 1845. 

Both Gray’s type specimens of Gehyra australis at 
the NHM are recorded as being Gilbert specimens (Gray 
1845b: 163). One (XXII.55a) is from Western Australia 
and according to Cogger, Cameron and Cogger (1983) 
is actually of the species Gehyra variegata (Dumeril and 
Bibron). Gray had earlier described Phyria punctulata 
from Port Essington specimens (1842b: 53); this is now 
considered nomen obiiturn and listed under Gehyra australis 
Gray. The whereabouts of the types are unknown (Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983: 87). 

Specimens: 

BMNH XXI1.55b. Spirit specimen. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection]. Designated 
lectotype of Gehyra australis Gray, 1845 (Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger 1983: 87). 

BMNH XXI1.55c-d. Spirit specimens. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

AM R.30016-8. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger] at 

Black Point and the ruins at Victoria, Port Essington, 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 74-75). 

NTM R.20910; R.20952; R.21022; R.21056; R.2I066. Collected 

by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 16- 
30 September 1990. NTM database. 

Asian House Gecko 

Current name: Hemidactylus frenatus Dumeril and 
Bibron, 1836. 

Cogger and Lindner (in Frith & Calaby 1974: 75) 
considered that this species had been introduced through 
European settlement. They found no sign of it during 


their visits between 1966 and 1969. Cogger (2000) 
further suggested that this species is dependent on human 
presence, which would explain its disappearance from 
the abandoned settlement of Victoria. However, House 
Geckos have been found at Black Point and on Croker 
Island in the 1990s. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1841.10.13.23 (probably “v. Adult. Port Essington”, 
manuscript addition opposite p.155 of the NHM’s 
departmental copy of Gray 1845b). M, adult. Spirit 
specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838-1841]. Gould 
Collection. Previously incorrectly considered a syntype 
of Hemidactylus vittatus Gray, 1845 - a name based on 
specimens collected in Borneo (Gray 1845b: 155, see also 
Shea's manuscript remarks, 1994). 

NTM R.20939. Collected by P.G, Homer and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point on 26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.2I067-R.2I07I: R.21073. Collected by P.G. Horner and 
S. Donnellan on a building at Black Point on 30 September 
1990. NTM database. 

Bynoe’s Prickly Gecko 

Current name: Heteronotia binoei (Gray, 1845). 

The holotype of Eublepharis derbianus Gray was 
originally in the collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, after 
whom it was named. In his type description Gray also 
called it “Lord Derby's Eublepharis'” and observed that the 
specimen was “ ... Not in a good state” (1845b: 274). 

Bynoe’s Prickly Gecko was found to be abundant and 
widespread by the CSIRO survey, and by NTM during the 
1990s. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1962.19.9.? Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838— 

1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Designated 
holotype of Eublepharis derbianus Gray, 1845 (see Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983: 92). 

USNM 128521-4. Collected [by David Johnson] at Cape Don, 
[1948] (Specht 1964:317). 

USNM 128525. Collected [by David Johnson] at Black Rock Point, 
[1948] (Specht 1964:317). 

AM R.30021-40. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966 1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 75). 

NTM R.04709. Collected by R. Joseph from near the Army base 
camp. Raffles Bay, 27 September 1977. NTM database. 
NTM R.20854-R.20856. Collected by M.E. King and P.G. 

Horner under old iron at Black Point, 9 August 1989. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.20905-R.20909. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan at the eastern shoreline of Black Point, 
26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20911-20929. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan 
at Smith Point, 26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20960. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 

Marbled Velvet Gecko 

Current name: Oedura marmorata Gray, 1842. 

This species was not found on the Cobourg Peninsula 
by the American-Australian expedition in 1948, nor by the 
CSIRO survey of 1966-1969. 
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Fig. 79. Several specimens of ihe Marbled Velvet Gecko Oedura 
marmorata were collected at Port Essington during the settlement 
period, but the species has not been seen there since. Gilbert collected 
the type series, of which this is the lectotype (BMNH XXII 2b). © The 
Natural History Museum, London. 

The lectotype and paralectotypes of Oedura marmorata 
Gray, 1842 were designated by Bustard (1970). Originally, 
these six specimens were probably BMNH 1841.10.13.24— 
29, from “Mr. Gilbert’s collection” and purchased from 
John Gould, although Gray only listed five Gilbert 
specimens (“a-e”) under "The Marbled Oedura" (1845b: 
147). 

Specimens: 

BMNH XXII.2b (Fig. 79). Spirit specimen. Port Essington. Gould 

Collection? Designated lectotype of Oedura marmorata 
Gray, 1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH XXlI.2a. Spirit specimen. Port Essington. Gould Collection? 

Designated paralectotype of Oedura marmorata Gray, 
1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH XXII.2c. Spirit specimen. Port Essington. Gould Collection? 

Designated paralectotype of Oedura marmorata Gray, 
1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH XXII.2d. Spirit.specimen. Port Essington. Gould Collection? 

Designated paralectotype of Oedura marmorata Gray, 
1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH XXlI.2e. Spirit specimen. Port Essington. Gould Collection? 

Designated paralectotype of Oedura marmorata Gray, 
1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH XXI l.2f. Spirit specimen. Port Essington. Gould Collection? 

Designated paralectotype of Oedura marmorata Gray, 
1842 (Bustard 1970). 

BMNH 1847.7.21.20 (not 1847.7.21.29 as in the loose-leaf file) 
(probably [XXII.2]k, added in manuscript in the NHM’s 
departmental copy of Gray 1845b: opposite p.147). Adult. 
Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1846.9.11.24 (probably [XXII.2]l, added in manuscript in 
the NHM’s departmental copy of Gray 1845b: opposite 
p.147). Spirit specimen. Collected by Joseph Beete Jukes at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. Jukes Collection. 

Zigzag Velvet Gecko 

Current name: Oedura rhombifer Gray, 1845. 

This gecko was subsumed in Oedura lesueurii (Dumeril 
and Bibron, 1836) by Cogger and Lindner (in Frith and 


Calaby, 1974) but is now again treated as a distinct species 
(Harold Cogger pers. comm. 2004). CSIRO found this 
species abundant on the Cobourg Peninsula. They collected 
specimens from under bark in various areas of savannah 
woodland in the Port Essington and Port Bremer districts. 
Several were taken at night in the ruins at Victoria. In 1966 
several individuals were found on the buildings at Black 
Point, and many were collected there in 1990. 

Specimens: 

AM R30041-50. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 75). 

NTM R.20894; R.20933-R.20937. Collected by P.G. Horner and 
S. Donnellan at Black Point, 26 and 27 September 1990. 
NTM database. 

NTM R.20900-R.20902. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan at the eastern shoreline of Black Point, 
26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20948 and R.20949. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan at the Safari Camp at Black Point, 28 September 
1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20953. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 


PYGOPODID LIZARDS 

Rusty-topped Delma 

Current name: Delma borea Kluge, 1974. 

Specimens: 

AM R.30014-5. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 76, listed as Delma fraseri). 

NTM R.21031, R.21054, R.2I062, R.21076, R.21085. Collected by 

P.G. Horner and S. Donellanat Black Point, 28 September - 
2 October 1990. NTM database. 

Burton’s Snake-lizard 

Current name: Lialis burtonis Gray, 1835. 

According to John Gray’s type descriptions of Lialis 
punctulata and Lialis bicatenata (1842b: 52) and his 
Catalogue of the lizards in the British Museum (1845b: 
69-70) the type specimens for both scientific names were 
collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.8.30.89 (XIV.3a). originally probably 1841.10.13.32. 

F. Spirit specimen. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. [Gould Collection]. Designated 
holotype of Lialis punctulata Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983: 105). Gray's "Dotted Lialis”. 
BMNH 1946.8.26.71 (XlV.2c), originally probably 1841.10.13.33. F, 
adult. Spirit specimen. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection]. Designated 
holotype of Lialis bicatenata Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983: 105). Gray’s “Two-Lined 
Lialis”. 

AM R.30051-2. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger at 
Port Essington, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 77). 
WAM R26672. Collected at Cape Don (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 77). 
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Hooded Scaly Foot 

Current name: Pygopus nigriceps (Fischer, 1882). 

Specimens: 

NTM R.09073. Collected by David Lindner at Black Point, 
11 May 1969. Skeletonised by ants. NTM database. 

NTM R.34034 (old number NTM 5907). Collected on the 

Cobourg Peninsula, 1971. NTM database. 

AGAMID LIZARDS 

Frilled Lizard 

Listed by Gilbert as "Chlamydosaurus Kingii” 
Mad=bid=de of the Aborigines ” 

‘‘The Frilled Lizard is tolerably abundant, and an 
inhabitant for the most part of the upper branches 
of trees or long grass near Swamps, feeding on 
Coleoptera and the huger species of Larvae. I have 
on one or two occasions found leaves and tender 
twigs in their Stomachs; When approached if in a 
tree, they cling close to the branch with their four 
feet, the whole length of the body resting close on 
the bark, and are thus scarcely perceptible, and 
doubtless very often passed unseen; In leapingfrom 
branch to branch they do not erect the frill to assist 
their leaping as supposed by many persons; on the 
contrary, when I have seen them moving about, they 
have always had the frill lying dose down upon the 
neck and Shoulders, but when followed closely they 
turn round and boldly face either dog or man now 
erecting its frill, which is brought slightly forward, as 
if the head was in an umbrella, with its mouth wide 
open, keeping up the whole time a hissing and hard 
breathing noise, all this time its body is thrown back 
upon the hind quarters almost in a sitting posture 
with its shoulders raised up to its full height by 
standing as it were on the tips of its fingers, its body 
all the time is kept in constant motion waving from 
side to side, and the long tail lashing and cutting 
down the grass on all sides in the most furious 
manner, and as each attempt is made to capture it, 
the waving motion of the body, the lashing of the 
tail, and the hissing noise is increased; I obtained 
two living specimens which / kept in confinement 
for several months intending to take them if possible 
to England, but they unfortunately both died on my 
passage homeward. When the two were first put 
together in a box, they were both very’ pugnacious, 
and would frequently have very severe battles, 
inflicting on each other very severe wounds. ” 

Current name: Chlamydosaurus kingii Gray, 1825. 

The NHM Gould specimens listed below may originally 
have been those Chlamydosaurus kingii given the accession 
numbers 1841.10.13.4 (“adult”), 5 (“juv”), 13 and 14 (“very 
young”), since these were all documented as having been 
purchased from John Gould. A Chlamydosaurus kingii from 
Port Essington, presented by Lord Derby, appears in the 


NHM Accession Register under the number 1845.5.13.13 
and may be the spirit specimen XXIV.4I .h, listed below. 

Cogger and Lindner (in Frith and Calaby 1974) also 
found the Frilled Lizard common at Port Essington. During 
the wet season they were often seen on open ground near 
Smith Point. 

Specimens: 

BMNH XX!V.41b. “Stuffed”. Port Essington [collected 1838 
1849], Gould Collection. Could not be found in 2004 (Colin 
McCarthy pers. comm.). 

BMNH XXIV.4ld-e. F and young. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849]. Gould Collection. Both present in 
2004 (Colin McCarthy pers. comm.). 

BMNH XXTV.41g. Young. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 

[collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. Present in 2004 
(Colin McCarthy pers. comnt.). 

BMNH XXIV.41h. Young. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 

[collected 1838-1849]. Collection unknown. Present in 
2004 (Colin McCarthy pers. comm.). 

BMNH 1846.9.11.23. Immature, half-grown. Spirit specimen. 

Collected by Joseph Beete Jukes at Port Essington [1843- 
1845]. Jukes Collection. 

RMNH 3065. Juvenile. Spirit specimen, has been re-stitched. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection, 
received in 1848. 

RMNH 3066. Adult. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Gould Collection, received in 1848. 

RMNH 35587. Partial skull and mandibles on pedestal. [Collected 
by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould 
Collection, received in 1844. 

AM R30103-4. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 77). 

Central Netted Dragon 

Current name: Ctenophorus (Amphibolurus) nuchalis 
(DeVis, 1884). 

A specimen in RMNH, labelled as being from Port 
Essington, is clearly of the above species (Eulalia Gasso i 
Miracle pers. comm. 2004), but according to Cogger (1996 
and pers. comm. 2004) this dragon is not present on the 
north coast of Australia. 

Specimen: 

RMNH 3121. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838— 
1849], Received from the dealer G.A. Frank of Amsterdam 
in 1848. 

Northern Two-lined Dragon 

Current name: Diporiphora bilineata Gray, 1842. 

The syntypes of Gray’s Diporiphora bilineata are at the 
NHM (see below). Gray specified in his type description 
(1842b: 54) that they had been collected at Port Essington 
by John Gilbert. Gray (1845b: 250) later listed three Gilbert 
specimens, but the Reptile Section copy of Gray’s catalogue 
has been amended to read: “a-b, Gilbert; c, Earl of Derby” 
(the latter being the donor, not collector, but specimen “c” 
was probably collected by John MacGillivray or one of 
the other crew members on H.M.S. Fly, rather than John 
Gilbert). Gray recorded a fourth specimen (d), collected at 
Port Essington by Benjamin Bynoe. 


45 



C. Fisher and J. Calaby 


Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.8.12.75-76 (XXIV 44a-b, probably originally 
1841.10.13.18-19). Spirit specimens. Collected by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection]. 
Designated syntypes of Diporiphora bilineata Gray, 1842 
(see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 118). 

BMNH XXIV.44c. F. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH XXIV.44d. F. Spirit specimen. Collected by Benjamin 
Bynoe at Port Essington [1839-1845]. Unknown 
Collection. 

BMNH 1841.10.13.20. Listed as Aporophora bilineata in the 
General Register but not in the department’s loose-leaf 
files. Not yet found in collections, and if the specimen still 
exists it may be of another species. 

AM R30059-67; R30086-7; R30106-7. [Collected by D.A. 

Lindner and H.G. Coeeeron the Cobourc Peninsula. 1966— 
1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 77). 

NTM R.04707; R.04708 (latter listed as Diporiphora sp.). 

Collected by R. Joseph near Army Base Camp at Raffles 
Bay on 23 September 1977. NTM database. 

NTM R. 10470. Collected by P.G. Homer from beach dunes at 
Table Head Beach. 5 May 1982. NTM database. 

NTM R.20857. Collected by M.E. King and P.G. Homer under 
old iron at Black Point. 9 August 1989. NTM database. 
NTM R.20903. Collected by P.G. Homer and S. Donnellan on the 
eastern shoreline. Black Point, 26 [September] 1990. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.21032-R.21034; R.21079. Collected by P.G. Homer and 
S. Donnellan at the Airstrip at Smith Point, 29 September 
and 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

Gilbert’s Dragon 

Current name: Lophognathus gilberti Gray, 1842. 

It can be inferred that Gilbert collected at least some of 
the type specimens of Lophognathus Gilberti Gray at Port 
Essington from the fact that Gray named the species after 
him (Gray 1842b: 53). However, the specimen which was 
subsequently designated the holotype of Lophognathus 
gilberti Gray (BMNH 1946.8.28.69, listed below. Fig. 80), 
is a specimen presented by Dr Richardson. 

Gray (1845b: 250) actually recorded five Port Essington 
specimens under Lophognathus gilberti - two from Gilbert, 
and three from Richardson. Three of these were of a 
different taxon ( Lophognathus temporalis ) and are now the 
designated types of Grammatophora temporalis Gunther, 

1867 and Lophognathus labialis Boulenger, 1883 (see entry 
for Lophognathus temporalis, below). 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1946.8.28.69 (XXIII.44cc) (Fig. 80). M. Spirit specimen. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Richardson 
Collection. Designated holotype of Lophognathus gilberti 
Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 121). 

Cogger and Lindner {in Frith and Calaby 1974: 78-79) 
thought the type locality might be erroneous, because 
they did not find Lophognathus gilberti at Port Essington, 
although it is known throughout most of the northern half 
of Australia. 



Fig. 80. Holotype of Lophognathus gilberti Gray, 1842, Gilbert’s 
Dragon (BMNH 1946.8.28.69 / XXIII.44ce). Although Gray named 
this species after John Gilbert, the holotype is actually a Richardson 
specimen. This is the only record of Gilbert's Dragon front Port 
Essington, and the locality may be erroneous. <' The Natural History 
Museum, London. 

Swamp Dragon 

Current name: Lophognathus temporalis (Gunther, 
1867). 

Material in the NHM includes three Port Essington 
specimens that are assumed to be among those listed by 
Gray (1845b: 250) under the name Lophognathus gilberti. 
Two of these (now 1946.8.12.63 and 1946.8.28.72) later 
became the types of Grammatophora temporalis Gunther. 
Storr (1974) identified the respective donors of these two 
specimens as John Gilbert and the Earl of Derby, but they 
are actually both reportedly labelled as being donated by 
Lord Derby. 

Two of these three Port Essington specimens (BMNH 
1946.8.12.63 again, and Richardson specimen 1946.8.12.72) 
later became syntypes of Lophognathus labialis Boulenger. 
The two taxa are now considered to be conspecific (Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger, 1983). 

Harold Cogger (pers. comm. 2004) also points out that 
BMNH 1946.8.12.73, from Nickol Bay, Western Australia, 
w'as also designated as a syntype (= paralectotype) of 
Lophognathus temporalis but it actually a specimen of 
Lophognathus gilberti. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.8.12.63 (XXIII 44ab). M. Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849). Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. Assumed to be originally one of those listed 
as Lophognathus gilberti in Gray (1845b: 250). Designated 
paralectotype of Grammatophora temporalis Gunther, 
1867 and designated syntype of Lophognathus labialis 
Boulenger, 1883 (Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 
122 ). 

BMNH 1946.8.12.72 (XXIII.44c). M. Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Collection of Sir John 
Richardson. Assumed to be one of those originally listed 
as Lophognathus gilberti in Gray (1845b: 250). Designated 
syntype of Lophognathus labialis Boulenger, 1883 (see 
Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 122). 

BMNH 1946.8.28.72. F. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Assumed 
to be one of those originally listed as Lophognathus 
gilberti in Gray (1845b: 250). Designated lectotype of 
Grammatophora temporalis Gunther, 1867 (Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983: 122). 

AM R.30053-8; R30008I-5; R30105. [Collectedby D.A. Lindner 
and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 78). 
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NTM R.20891. Collected by P.0. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20892. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek track, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 
NTM R.20947. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Safari Camp, Black Point. 28 September 1990. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.21042; R.21059; R.21060; R.21074; R.21075. Collected by 
P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at Smith Point, 30 September 
- 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

VARANID LIZARDS 
Gould’s Goanna 

Listed by Gilbert as “No. 5. Mo=nung=gyne of the 
Aborigines” 

“Found tolerably abundant in all parts of the 
Peninsula where there is soft soil or sand, burrowing 
a long distance under ground. ” 

Current name: Varanus gouldii (Gray, 1838). Gould’s 
Goanna; Gould’s Sand Monitor OR Varanus panoptes 
Storr, 1980. 

Harold Cogger reports (pers. comm. 2004) that two 
sister species, Varanus gouldii and Varanus panoptes, occur 
in the Port Essington area, and therefore Gilbert’s remarks 
(and most of the specimens listed below) could refer to 
either. Cogger and Lindner (in Frith and Calaby 1974) noted 
that goannas were abundant on the Cobourg Peninsula, and 
were a major predator of the eggs of marine turtles, which 
they dug out of nest sites on the beach. Calaby comments 
that, during his visit in 1965, he had noticed that the shelter 
burrows of these goannas tended to be shallow and flattened 
in shape, and that the lizards on occasion occupied and 
enlarged the burrows of Rattus tunneyi. 

There are four “stuffed” Port Essington specimens of 
“Monitor Gouldi” listed by Gray (1845b: 12), one being 
from the Gould Collection. All four specimens are recorded 
in the loose-leaf species catalogues of the Reptile Group 
at the NHM under Varanus gouldi, along with the types 
of that name, which are Gould Collection specimens from 
“N. W. Australia”. According to Cogger (pers. comm. 2004), 
the designated lectotype of Varanus gouldii is actually a 
Varanus panoptes. 

Specimens: 

Varanus gouldii OR Varanus panoptes 

BMNH 1.17h-j [probably originally 1842.1.13.124-126]. All three 
“stuffed”. Collected [by Captain William Chambers] at Port 
Essington [1839-184!]. Chambers Collection (according 
to Gray 1845b: 12). According to the green, loose-leafed 
departmental registers, 1.17i was “Fig[ured in the account 
of the voyage of the] Erebus and Terror ”. 

BMNH 1.17k. [probably originally one of 1841.10.13.6, 7 or 15, 
all listed in the register as “Monitor”. Gould Collection], 
“Stuffed”. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould 
Collection. 


Varanus panoptes 

AM R.104922 (old number NTM 771). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner at Black Point Swamp (taken from a Falco 
berigora ), 29 May 1966 (Frith & Calaby 1974: 79 and AM 
database). 

AM R.26272. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 79). Identified as Varanus panoptes by Cogger (pers. 
comm. 2004). 

Tree Goannas 

Listed by Gilbert as “No. 6. Q=war=ra of the 
Aborigines ” 

“Abundant in all parts of the country, and mostly 
met with in scrubby places, and when hunted vety 
readily takes to the trees, up which (however smooth 
the bark) they run with surprising rapidity. It is 
occasionally seen in hollow dead branches, with 
its head emerging, uttering a disagreably harsh 
cry, vety much at times resembling the spring of a 
childs rattle. ” 

Current name: Varanus tristis (Schlegel, 1839) OR 
Varanus scalaris Mertens, 1941 

In the 1980s G.M. Storr (Storr 1980, also see Storr, 
Smith and Johnstone 1983) developed the view that Varanus 
timorensis (Gray, 1831) is a non-Australian species quite 
distinct from V. scalaris , and that all Australian specimens 
previously identified as V. timorensis should now be 
referred to as V. scalaris. This view is at present generally 
accepted (Harold Cogger pers. comm. 2004). All specimens 
previously identified as V. timorensis or similis should 
therefore now be considered to be V. scalaris , while those 
identified as punctata or punctatus, centralis or orientals 
should be referred to Varanus tristis. We have followed 
this formula in the tables below, but it should be noted that 
the specimens themselves have net been checked unless 
that is stated. 

Gray (1845b: 7-8) listed a young “stuffed” monitor 
from Port Essington “from Mr Gould’s Collection” as 
“The Dotted Odatria. Odatriapunctata”. This is probably 
the animal catalogued in the loose-leafed NHM catalogues 
as Varanus tristis 1841.10.13.8. A specimen of Varanus 
tristris , labelled Varanus punctatus and collected at Port 
Essington by John MacGillivray, is also recorded in the 
NHM’s loose-leaf catalogue (see table for this species). 
There are also two other specimens which were donated by 
the 13th Earl of Derby. 

Cogger and Lindner (in Frith and Calaby 1974) recorded 
all the Port Essington specimens they collected as Varanus 
timorensis similis, but thought that at least some might be 
Varanus tristis. Harold Cogger has since identified one of 
their specimens from the Cobourg Peninsula as Varanus 
scalaris (pers. comm. 2004). 

Cogger and Lindner noted that both Varanus tristis 
and Varanus scalaris are essentially tree-climbers and also 
recorded that their attention was drawn to the presence of 
these monitors by the piercing alarm calls of green tree 
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frogs Litoria caertilea. The calls emanated from the hollow 
limbs of trees when the frogs blocked the progress of a 
monitor through the limb. The “ spring of a child's rattle" 
that Gilbert heard might have been the noise made by 
frogs, since monitors cannot make anything other than a 
weak, hissing sound. Thus the two sets of naturalists made 
identical observations with different interpretations. 

Specimens (those probably Varanus tristis): 

BMNH 1.3c (1841.10.13.8). Half grown. “Stuffed". Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1841], Gould Collection. Listed as Varanus 
tristis. 

BMNH 1.3f. F, adult. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby [presented 
before 1851], Originally listed as Varanus timorensis , re¬ 
determined as Varanus orientalis [= Varanus tristis] by R. 
Sprackland, 1991. 

BMNH 1.3g. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 

Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby [presented before 1851]. 
Listed as Varanus tristis. 

BMNH 1845.5.13.37 (not 1844.5.13.37 as in the department’s loose- 
leaf files). “Stuffed”. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby. Originally listed as Varanus timorensis, re¬ 
determined as Varanus punctatus [= Varanus tristis], 
probably by R. Sprackland [in 1991], 

WAM R.26677. Collected at Cape Don. (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
80). Listed as Varanus timorensis. 

Specimens (those probably Varanus scalaris): 

AM R.29980, R.32621-6. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 80). Listed as Varanus timorensis similis. At 
least one of these specimens is definitely Varanus scalaris. 
AM 776. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
80). Listed as Varanus timorensis similis. This specimen 
could not be located in 2008. 

Mertens’ Water Monitor 

Current name: Varanus mertensi Glauert, 1951. 

Cogger and Lindner also recorded Varanus mertensi 
from Port Essington (see specimen table), but this is an 
aquatic lizard and could not have represented by any part 
of Gilbert’s description of monitors at Port Essington. 
Mitchell (in Specht 1964) did not record any monitors from 
the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Specimen: 

AM R.26379. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 80). 

SCINCID LIZARDS 

Slender Rainbow Skink 

Current name: Carliagracilis Storr, 1974. 

Specimen: 

NTM R. 20955. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 


Striped Rainbow Skink 

Current name: Carlia munda (De Vis, 1885). 

Boulenger (1885-1887) rejected Gray’s name Mocoa 
melanopogon (Gray 1845b: 81) on the grounds that it was a 
junior secondary homonym, thus De Vis’s name Lygisaurus 
foliontm is now used for this skink. 

Cogger, Cameron and Cogger (1983: 138) listed the 
NHM material as Carlia foliontm (De Vis, 1884) but 
this species is now assigned to the genus Lygisaurus and 
restricted to eastern Queensland. Harold Cogger (pers. 
comm. 2004) has since identified the NHM and AM 
material as Carlia munda and we assume that the USNM 
specimen represents the same species. 

The CSIRO survey found this species in a wide variety 
of habitats on the Cobourg Peninsula. In September 1966, 
specimens were taken in savannah floor litter, in monsoon 
forest near Black Point and Record Point, and in litter on 
the edges of drying swamps. Individuals were also active 
amongst the ruins at Victoria just after dusk. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.8.16.42 (XX.34a). Adult. Spirit specimen. [Collected 
by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. [Gould 
Collection], Recorded under Carlia pectorale in the 
department’s loose-leaf files. Designated holotype of 
Mocoa melanopogon Gray, 1845 (see Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger 1983: 138). 

USNM 128764. [Collected by David Johnson at Port Essington, 
1948] (Specht 1964: 334, listed under Leiolopisma 
pectoralis ). 

AM R.29972-9; R30001-6. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and 

H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 82). 

NTM R.20954. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek, 27 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20931. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Caiman Creek, 26 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.20893, R.20950-R.20951, R.20961-R.20962, R.20964- 
R.20965, R.21023-21026, R.21049, R.21055, R.21057, 
R.21077-R.21078, R.2I086-R.21087. Collected by P.G. 
Horner and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 27 September - 
3 October 1990. NTM database. 

Swanson’s Snake-eyed Skink 

Current name: Cryptoblepharus cygnatus Homer, 2007. 

Paul Horner of NTM comments that this form has 
recently been split, so the AM specimens could be from 
either Ctyptohlepharus cygnatus or C. metallicus - but 
judging from the identification of most of the material 
on the NTM list, they are more likely to be of the former 
species. 

CSIRO found this skink common on the Cobourg 
Peninsula. Some were taken from leaf litter at an abandoned 
Aboriginal camp at Port Bremer. 

Specimens: 

AM R.30009-13. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 

on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 83). 
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NTM Ciyptoblephams cygnatus. R.20897-R.20899 (collected 
26 October 1990), R.20930 (collected 26 September 1990). 
Collected by RG. Horner and S. Donnellan at Smith Point. 
NTM database. 

NTM Cryptoblepharus cygnatus. R.20904, R.20938, R.20943, 
R.21027-R.21028, ’ R.21047-R.2I048. R.21050-R.21052, 
R.21064, R.21080. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 
Donnellan at Black Point, 17-30 September 1990. NTM 
database. 

NTM Ciyptoblephams cygnatus. R.27856. Collected by M. 

Armstrong on a low ironstone plateau on Morse Island, Van 
Diemen Gulf, 12 October 2005. NTM database. 

NTM Cryptoblepharus metallicus. R.31768 (old number NTM 
5586). Collected by David Lindner on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 1970. NTM database. 

Northern Ctenotus 

Current name: Ctenotus borealis Horner and King, 
1986. 

All the CSIRO specimens listed below are paratypes of 
Ctenotus borealis Horner and King (Harold Cogger pets, 
comm. 2004). 

Specimens: 

AM R.29996. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on 

the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969 and cited as Ctenotus 
hilli] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 83). 

AM R.29964-5. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on 

the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969 and cited as Ctenotus 
robustus] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 84). 

NTM R.31904 (old number NTM 5588). Collected by David 
Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1971. NTM database. 

Two further examples of Ctenotus from Port Essington 
(spirit specimens 1847.7.21.33-34, re-registered as 
1946.8.3.43-^14, presented by the 13th Earl of Derby), are 
catalogued in the department’s loose leaf files at the NHM, 
but these are not assigned to species. They were brought 
out of the collections by Colin McCarthy for examination 
in 2003, but he thought they were now loo faded to be able 
to identify them to species without chemical testing. 

Port Essington Ctenotus 

Current name: Ctenotus essingtonii ( Gray, 1842). 

This species was named after the locality of Port 
Essington by John Gray, who recorded in his original 
description ofTilic/ua Essingtonii (Gray 1842b: 51-52) that 
the type specimen had been collected there by John Gilbert. 
Gray (1845b: 78) also gave this lizard the common name 
“Gilberts Hinulia ”, and listed it as Hinulia Essingtonii in 
his account of reptiles included in Richardson and Gray’s 
(1844-1875) report on the voyages of the Erebus and 
Terror. 

CSIRO found the species most abundant on sandy soils 
in grassy dune areas behind coastal beaches. 

Specimens: 

BMNF1 1937.12.6.11 (XV.14a). Young? Spirit specimen. Collected 
by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould 
Collection]. Designated holotype of Tiliqua essingtonii 
Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 146). 


AM R.29966-71. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 83). 

NTM R.10469. Collected by P.G. Horner on Table Head Beach, 
5 May 1982 (species active on beach dunes). NTM 
database. 

NTM R.21036-R.21040. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. 

Donnellan at Smith Point airstrip, 29 September 1990. 
NTM database. 

NTM R.26255. Collected by M.E. King and P.G. Horner at Black 
Point, II August 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.27896. Collected by J.C. Woinarski on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 6 November 2004. NTM database. 

NTM R.31903 and R.31905 (old numbers NTM 5587 and 
NTM 5589). Collected by David Lindner on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 1971. NTM database. 

Darwin Skink 

Current name: Glaphyromorphus darwiniensis (Storr, 
1967). 

Specimens: 

AM R.29993-4. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger on 

theCobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969, cited as Sphenomorphus 
crassicaudus darwiniensis] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 84). 
NTM R.21035. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Smith Point airstrip, 29 September 1990. NTM database. 
NTM R.21082. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point, 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

Douglas’ Skink 

Current name: Glaphyromorphus douglasi (Storr, 
1967). 

CSIRO found a number of their specimens amongst 
leaf litter at the ruins of Victoria, and around the edges of 
the Black Point swamp. 

Specimens: 

AM R.29981-92. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969, cited as 
Sphenomorphus isolepis douglasi] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 84). 

NTM R.20895-R.20896, R.20932. R.20944, R.20957-R.20959, 
R.21021, R.21043-R.21045, R.21058, R.21061, R.21072. 
Collected by P.G. I lorner and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 
26 September - ?26 October 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.21081. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan from 

under drums at Smith Point airstrip. 2 October 1990. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.34190 (old number NTM 5590). Collected on the Cobourg 

Peninsula. NTM database. 

Slender Snake-eyed Skink 

Current name: Proablepliarus tenuis (Broom, 1896). 

CSIRO found one of their specimens in Pandanus litter 
under a small log in open savannah. The others were taken 
under rocks on an outcrop at Port Bremer. 

Specimens: 

AM R.30007-8; R32666. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 81). 

NTM R.21029-R.21030, R.21046, R.21053, R.2I065, R.21084. 

Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 
28 September - 2 October 1990. NTM database. 
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NTM R.20887. Collected from sand dune pitfalls by P.G. Horner 
and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 3 October 1991. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.20963. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point, 27 September 1994. NTM database. 

Northern Blue-tongued Lizard 

Current name: Tiliqua scincoides (White, 1790). 

CSIRO found this species to be rare in the dry season, 
but more usually encountered in monsoon forest and 
eucalypt woodland during the wet season. They took one 
specimen in a mammal trap in February 1966. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1841.10.13.9 (XV.82c). Adult. “Stuffed". Collected by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection]. 
Listed as Cyclodus gigas by Gray (1845b: 104). 

BMNH 1841.10.13.10 (XV.82d). Half-grown. “Stuffed”. Collected 
by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. [Gould 
Collection]. Listed as Cyclodus gigas by Gray (1845b: 104). 
Possibly this is the stuffed specimen found in the NHM 
collections in 2004, which is labelled “Port Essington” and 
has the number "9c” on the base. 

BMNH 1842.1.15.8 and 9. “Ovum of Lacerta”. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. May have been from this species, but 
not yet located. 

BMNH 1847.7.21.17 (XV.82o, manuscript addition to the NHM 
Reptile and Amphibian departmental’s copy ol'Gray 1845b, 
opposite page 104). Half-grown. Spirit specimen. Collected 
[by a crew member of H.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington [1843- 
1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

RMNH 3610. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838 
1848], Received from the dealer G.A. Frank of Amsterdam 
in 1848. 

RMNH 3614. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838— 
1848]. Received from the dealer G.A. Frank of Amsterdam 
in 1848. 

AM R.30070; R32627. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 85). 

AM R.104920 (old number NTM 759). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner at Black Point on the Cobourg Peninsula, February 
1967 (Frith & Calaby 1974: 85 and AM database). 


TYPHLOPID SNAKES 


Tovell’s Blind Snake 

Current name: Ramphotyphlops tovelli (Loveridge, 
1945). 

CSIRO found one individual drowned in a well. Another 
was collected on damp soil beneath a fallen Pandanus, on 
the edge of a paperbark swamp. 

Specimens: 

AM R.30068-9. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969, cited as 
Rhamphotyphlops [sic] broomi] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
85-86). 

NTM R.21063. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point, 1 September 1990. NTM database. 


Hook-nosed Blind Snake 

Current name: Ramphotyphlops unguirostris (Peters, 
1867). 

Specimen: 

NTM R.27894. Collected by J.C. Woinarski at Cape Don, in forest 

behind mangroves, 10 November 2004. NTM database. 

In addition, two specimens listed as Ramphotyphlops 
sp. are included in the NTM database: R. 21083, collected 
by P.G. Homer and S. Donnellan at Black Point, 2 October 
1990, and R.27895, collected by J.C. Woinarski on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, 6 November 2004. 

BOID SNAKES 

Children’s Python 

Current name: An tares ia childreni (Gray, 1842). 

Both the current name and its synonym Nardoagilbert! 
were published in the same paper by John Gray (1842a: 
44-45). The holotypes for both names are in the NHM 
(that for Liasis childreni is BMNH 1946.1.16.78, from 
N.W. Australia). Gray specified that the holotype ol the 
synonym Nardoa gilbertii (which was named after John 
Gilbert, and must therefore have been collected by him) 
had been obtained at Port Essington. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.16.69 (originally 1841.10.13.39). Young. Spirit 
specimen. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port Essington, 
[1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated holotype of 
Nardoa gilbertii Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and 
Cogger 1983:203). 

BMNH 1844.6.13.60 (lV.4.3b). Spirit specimen. Collected by John 
Dring at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Dring Collection / 
H.M.S. Beagle. 

AM R.30071; R32631. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 86). 

AM R.111359 and R.111358 (old numbers NTM 828, 910). 

Collected by D.A. Lindner at Smith Point / Black Point on 
the Cobourg Peninsula, 28 August and 29 April 1967 (AM 
database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 86). 

Water Python 

Current name: Liasis mackloti Dumeril and Biberon, 
1844. 

A single specimen was collected by D.A. Lindner while 
digging out a burrow under a fallen eucalypt. According 
to Frith and Calaby (1974: 87) it disgorged the remains of 
a family of three bandicoots Isoodon macrourus (present 
location of specimen unknown). 

Olive Python 

Current name: Liasis olivacea Gray, 1842. 

Gray specified in his original description of Liasis 
olivacea (1842a: 45) that the type had been collected by 
John Gilbert at Port Essington. 
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Fig. 81. The holotype of the Carpet Python Morelia variegata 
Gray, 1842, a half-grown individual collected at Port Essington by 
John Gilbert (BMNH IV. 1.2a). © The Natural History Museum, 
London. 

The CSIRO expedition only collected one Olive 
Python, but they saw many others. Three were seen south 
of “Burram Bay” in late October 1969. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.1.56 (IV.4.4a). Spirit specimen. [Collected by John 
Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection], 
Designated holotype of Liasis olivacea Gray, 1842 (see 
Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 204). 

BMNH 1845.12.27.4. Mounted specimen. Collected by John Gilbert 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

AM R.32632. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 86). 

WAM R26678. Collected at Cape Don (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 86). 

Carpet Python 

Current name: Morelia spilota variegata Gray, 1842. 

Gray (1842a: 43) specified that the type specimen had 
been collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington. 
Specimens: 

BMNH IV. 1.2a (Fig. 81 and cover). Immature (half grown). Spirit 

specimen. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840 1841]. Gould Collection. Designated holotype of 
Morelia variegata Gray, 1842 (see Conger, Cameron and 
Cogger 1983:206). 

BMNH 1946.1.10.42 (IV. 1.2b). F, adult. Spirit specimen. Collected 
by Joseph BeeteJukes at Port Essington [1843-1845], Jukes 
Collection. 

BMNII 1845.5.13.29. Adult. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1845], Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. 

BMNH 1845.5.13.30 (IV. 1.21). Very young. Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845], Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

AM R.32633. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 87). 

AM R.ll 1357 (old numberNTM 814). Collected by D.A. Lindner 
at Alcaro Bay, on the Cobourg Peninsula, 5 September 1967 
(AM database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 87) 


COLUBRID SNAKES 

Brown Tree Snake 

Current name: Boiga irregularis (Merrem, 1802). 

CSIRO found all their specimens at night. Several were 
taken amongst the mins at Victoria. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.1.28. M. Spirit specimen. Collected [possibly by 
John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], Unknown 
collection. Designated holotype of Dcndrophis (Alietula) 
ftisca Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 
209-210). 

BMNH 1845.5.13.18-19 (not 1844.5... as in the department’s loose- 
leaf files). Spirit specimens. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1855.10.16.366. Adult. Spirit specimen. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849]. Haslar Hospital Collection. 

AM R.30074-5; R32634-6. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and 
H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 88). 

AM R II1355 and 111356 (old numbers NTM 779 and 780). 

Collected by D.A. Lindner on the track at Black Point, on 
the Cobourg Peninsula, May 1967 (AM database and Frith 
& Calaby 1974: 88, who also list NTM 834). 

NTM R.31637 (old number NTM 5905). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1971. NTM database. 
NTM R.21223. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point Swamp, 29 September 1990. NTM database. 

Australian Bockadam 

Current name: Cerberus australis (Gray, 1842). 

John Gray specified (1842c: 65) that the type specimen 
had been collected by “Mr. Gilbert” at Port Essington. 
Specimens: 

BMNII 1946.1.2.40(111.16.4b)(?originally 1841.10.13.38,“Cerberus”, 

Gould Collection?). F. Spirit specimen. [Collected by John 
Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840 1841]. Gould Collection. 
Designated holotype of Homalopsis australis Gray, 1842 
(sec Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983:210). 

BMNH 1844.6.13.63. M. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1844]. Collection ofSirJohn Richardson (Information 
from the the department’s loose-leaf files, but this specimen 
is amongst 5 listed as being from “N.W. Australia” in the 
little departmental notebook Register). 

AM R.30113-7. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 9). 

AM R.ll 1363 (old number NTM 904). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner at Cape Don on the Cobourg Peninsula, 19 March 
1968 (AM database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 89). 

WAM R26679. Collected at Cape Don (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 89). 

Common Tree Snake 

Current name: Dendrelaphispunctulata (Gray, 1827). 

CSIRO recorded that Common Tree Snakes frequently 
entered the Black Point buildings, often in pursuit of the 
frog Litoria rothii. 
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Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.23.37 (originally 1841.10.13.35). Spirit specimen. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
Gould Collection. Designated syntype of Dendrophis 
(Alleluia) olivacea Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and 
Cogger 1983:211, but note running number is .37 not .31). 

BMNH 1946.1.23.41 (originally probably 1841.10.13.36). Spirit 
specimen. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Designated syntype of 
Dendrophis (Ahelula) olivacea Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, 
Cameron and Cogger 1983:211: note that they list the third 
syntype, 1964.1514, as being from the N\V coast). 

BMNH 1946.1.23.35 (formerly 1845.5.13.20). Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1946.1.23.36 (formerly 1845.5.13.21.Bis). Spirit specimen. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1845]. Collection of the 
13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1946.1.23.38 (formerly 1845.5.13.21). Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845], Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1946.1.23.39 (formerly 1845.5.13.22). Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1946.1.23.40 (formerly 1845.5.13.27). Spirit specimen. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

AM R.30072-3; R32637. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 89). 

AM R.111361 and R.1I1362 (old numbers NTM 752, 908). 

Collected by D.A. Lindner at Smith Point airstrip 
(December 1966) and Black Point (20 April 1967) on the 
Cobourg Peninsula (AM database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 
89). 

WAM R26675-6. Port Essington (Frith and Calaby 1974: 89). 

White-bellied Mangrove Snake 

Current name: Fordortia leucobalia (Schlegel, 1837). 

Specimens: 

WAM R.26674. Collected from under a pile of timber at an 
Aboriginal campsite on a sandbank in a mangrove swamp 
at Cape Don (Frith and Calaby 1974: 90). 

NTM R.09077 and R.09078. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Cape 
Don. 1969. NTM database. 

Richardson’s Mangrove Snake 

Current name: Myron richardsonii Gray, 1849. 

This species was not found by the CS1RO survey, 

although they did examine the NHM’s specimen. 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1855.10.16. F (half-grown according to Boulenger 1858a: 

274). Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838— 
1849]. Haslar Hospital Collection. 

Slaty-Grey Snake 

Current name: Stegonotus cucullalus (Dumeril, Bibron 
& Dumeril, 1854).. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.21221. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donnellan at 
Black Point Swamp, 1 October 1990. NTM database. 


Keelback 

Current name: Tropidonophis mairii (Gray, 1841). 

CSIRO observed that these were mainly found around 

the edges of those swamps where frogs were active in large 

numbers. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.12.88. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Unknown Collection. Designated syntype of 
Tropidonotus australis Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger, 1983: 214). Designated paralectotype of 
Tropidonotus australis by Malnate and Underwood (1988). 

BMNH 1946.1.12.89. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Unknown Collection. Designated syntype of 
Tropidonotus australis Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger, 1983: 214). Designated paralectotype of 
Tropidonotus australis by Malnate and Underwood (1988). 

BMNH 1946.1.12.90. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Unknown Collection. Designated syntype ot 
Tropidonotus australis Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger, 1983: 214). Designated paralectotype ot 
Tropidonotus australis by Malnate and Underwood (1988). 

BMNH 1946.1.13.52 (originally probably 1841.10.13.37). M. Spirit 
specimen. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], [Gould Collection], Designated syntype ol 
Tropidonotus australis Gray, 1842 (Cogger, Cameron 
and Cogger 1983: 214). Designated holotype (= lectotypc) 
of Tropidonotus australis Gray, 1842 and neotype of 
Tropidonotus mairii Grav, 1841 by Malnate and Underwood 
(1988). 

AM R.29997; R30076-80; R30088-92. [Collected by D.A. 

Lindner and H.G. Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966— 
1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 88). 

NTM R.21041. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donellan at Black 
Point, 28 September 1990. NTM database. 

NTM R.21222. Collected by P.G. Horner and S. Donellan at Black 

Point swamp, 2 October 1990. NTM database. 

ELAP1D SNAKES 


Northern Death Adder 

Current name: Acanthophispraelongus Ramsay, 1877. 

Specimen: 

BMNH 11.2.9.1. F. Spirit specimen. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. In the 
department’s loose-leaf files as Acanthophis antarcticus. 

Greater Black Whipsnakc 

Current name: Demamiapapuertsis (Macleay, 1877). 

Paul Homer comments that this form has recently been 

split, so the individuals could be either Demansiapcipuensis 

or D. vesligiata - more probably the former. 

As well as the Greater Black Whip Snake listed below, 

CSIRO recorded another individual, which came into the 

Black Point radio room. 

Specimens: 

WAM R.26673. M. Collected at Cape Don (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 92). 

NTM R.35054. Collected by K. Brennan at Black Point, 
5 September 2007. NTM database. Listed as Demansia 
papuensis. 
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Grey Whipsnake 

Current name: Demansia simplex (Macleay, 1884). 

Paul Horner (pers. comm. December 2008) notes that 
Demansia simplex , formerly believed to be restricted 
to the Kimberley region, actually has a much wider 
distribution. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.27893. Collected by K. Brennan on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 20 September 2004. NTM database. 

Marble-headed Whipsnake 

Current name: Demansia olivacea (Gray, 1842). 

Boulenger (1896) listed two specimens, later registered 
asBMNH 1946.1.18.40 and 1946.1.l8.45,asthesyntypesof 
Lycodon olivaceus Gray, but this cannot be correct because 
they were presented to the BM by Sir John Richardson 
long after Gray’s type description was published, and are 
probably from north-western Australia (see comments in 
Cogger and Lindner in Frith and Calaby 1974: 90-92 and 
in Cameron, Cogger and Cameron 1983:221). Furthermore, 
Glenn Shea (pers. comm. 1994) has suggested that these 
two specimens might be individuals of Derpanis alra. Gray 
in fact recorded in his original description (1842b: 54) that 
the type material of Lycodon olivaceus was collected at Port 
Essington by John Gilbert and this is possibly represented 
by the two NHM specimens listed in the table below. 

All the specimens collected by CS1RO were obtained 
within a mile radius of Black Point. Most of these were 
found during the period February-April 1966. Only two 
sightings were made between 1967 and 1970. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.13.17 (not 1844.5.13.17 as in the department’s loose- 
leaf files). Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Possible 
syntype of Lycodon olivaceus Gray, 1842 (Glenn Shea pers. 
comm. 1994). 

BMNH 1844.9.3 (no such number in the original Registers). M. 

Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838-1844], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Possible syntype of 
Lycodon olivaceus Gray, 1842 (Glenn Shea pers. comm. 
1994). 

AM R.30093-R30100. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 90-92). 

NTM R.27892. Collected by K. Brennan on the landward edge of 
mangroves, Cobourg Peninsula, 24 September 2004. NTM 
database. 

NTM R.34930. Collected by K. Brennan at Garig Gunak Barlu NP, 

Cobourg Peninsula, 2 September 2007. NTM database. 

Moon Snake 

Current name: Furina ornata (Gray, 1842). 

Specimen: 

AM R.30315-9. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 

at Port Essington, 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 94, 
listed under Furina diadema). 


Muiga, or King Brown Snake 

Current name: Pseudechis australis (Gray, 1842). 

Cogger and Lindner (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 95) 
referred to “our largest specimen" as “NTM 808”, but did 
not list this snake in the “material examined” section. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.20.39. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849] (“N.E. Australia” in the department's loose- 
leaf files). Unknown Collection. Designated holotype 
of Naja australis Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, Cameron and 
Cogger 1983: 231). 

AM R.32628; R32639. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:95). 

AM R.l 11352 (old number NTM 756). Collected by D.A. Lindner 

at Knocker Bay on the Cobourg Peninsula, January 1967 
(AM database and Frith & Calaby 1974: 95, who also listed 
NTM 766, which is from central Australia). 

Western Brown Snake 

Current name: Pseudonaja nuchalis Gunther, 1858. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.20.41 (formerly 1845.5.13.16. not 1844.5.13.16 as in 
the the department's loose-leaf files). M. Dry specimen. 
Port Essington [collected 1838 1845). Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. Designated syntype of Pseudonaja nuchalis 
Gunther, 1858 (see Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 
233; note that their other listed syntypes, 1946.1.20.33 and 
1946.1.20.57, are from N.W. Australia). 

AM R.32640. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. Cogger 
on the Cobourg Peninsula. 1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 
1974:95). 

AM R.67232 (old number NTM 793). Collected by D.A. 

Lindner at Black Point on the Cobourg Peninsula [1966- 
1969] (Frith & Calaby 1974: 95 and AM database). 

NTM R.09075 and R.09076. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Smith 
Point, 1969. NTM database. 

Northern Small-eyed Snake 

Current name: Cryptophis pallidiceps (Gunther, 1858). 

CSlRO’s largest specimen (R30102) was found dead 
on a track at Smith Point. Another specimen was collected 
at the abandoned settlement at Victoria. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.20.64. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838—1849]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Designated 
syntype of Iloplocephalus pallidiceps Gunther, 1858 (see 
Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 220). 

BMNH 1946.1.20.65. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Designated 
syntype of Iloplocephalus pallidiceps Gunther, 1858 (see 
Cogger, Cameron and Cogger 1983: 220: note that their 
third listed syntype. 1946.1.18.88, is from “NE” [= N.W.] 
Australia). 

AM R.30101-2; R32638. [Collected by D.A. Lindner and H.G. 

Cogger on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1966-1969] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:93). 

NTM R.09074. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Black Point, 1969. 
NTM database. 
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Morris’s Shovel-nosed Snake 

Current name: Simoselaps morrisi Homer, 1998. 

Paul Homer (pers. comm. 2008) notes that this is now 
classified as Brachyurophis morrisi. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.27891. Collected by J.C. Woinarski on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 4 November 2004. NTM database. 

Intermediate Bandy-bandy 

Current name: Vermicella intermedia Keogh and Smith, 
1996. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.21664. Collected by R. Chatto on the Cobourg Peninsula, 

12 March 1995. NTM database. 

HYDROPHIID SNAKES 
Horned Sea Snake 

Current name: Acalyptophisperonii (Dumeril, 1853). 
Specimens: 

NTM R.03272 and R.03273. Collected by J. Menzies at Port 
Essington, 17 October 1972. NTM database. 

Olive Sea Snake 

Current name: Aipysurus laevis Lacepede, 1804. 
Specimens: 

NTM R.01805. Trawled by J. Menzies at Port Essington, 

1 September 1973. NTM database. 

NTM R.03274 and R.03275. Collected by J. Menzies at Port 
Essington, 17 October 1972. NTM database. 

Stokes’ Sea Snake 

Current name: Astrotia stokesii (Gray, 1846). 

John Gray, who named this snake after John Lort Stokes 
of the Beagle (1849: 58), listed two spirit specimens from 
Lord Derby as Hydras major, immature (b) and young 
(c). The full register cites these specimens as “ Pelamis [= 
Pelamisplatums, Yellow-bellied Sea Snake]. In spirit. Port 
Essington”. They are both Astrotia stokesii. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.13.32 (not 1844.5.13.32 as on bottle) (III.9.1.C). 

[Young]. Spirit specimen. Port Essington [collected 1838— 
1845). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1845.5.13.33 (not 1844.5.13.33 as on bottle) (lll.9.1.b). M, 
[immature]. Skull and spirit specimen). Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1845). Collection of the 13 th Earl of Derby. 
NTM R.02552. Collected by R. Cieslik off Port Essington, 
November 1976 (trawl depth 20 metres). From NTM 
database. 

NTM R.03268 - R.03271. Collected by J. Menzies and J. Mills at 
Port Essington, 17 October and 12 November 1972. From 
NTM database. 

Port Darwin Sea Snake 

Current name: Hydrelaps darwiniensis Boulenger, 1896. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.34482 (old number NTM 5891). Collected from the 
Cobourg Peninsula, November 1972. NTM database. 


Blue-banded Sea Snake 

Current name: Hydrophis cyanocinctus Daudin, 1803. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.03277. Collected by J. Menzies from Port Essington, 
12 November 1972. NTM database. 

Elegant Sea Snake 

Current name: Hydrophis elegans (Gray, 1842). 

John Gray (1842c: 61) specified that Gilbert had 
collected the type of Aturia elegans at Port Essington. 
Gray later incorrectly listed this specimen under Hydrophis 
doliata, the '‘Black-headed Kerril” (Gray 1849: 51-52). 
Hydrophis doliata is a synonym of Disteira major (Shaw, 
1802). 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1946.1.3.89 (II1.6.5.b, possibly originally 1841.10.13.45). F, 
young. Spirit specimen. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. [Gould Collection], Designated 
holotype of Aturia elegans Gray, 1842 (see Cogger, 
Cameron & Cogger 1983:250). 

NTM R.0I828 and R.01829. Collected by J. Menzies from Port 
Essington, 12 October 1972. NTM database. 

NTM R.01826 and R.0I827. Collected by D. Mills from Port 
Essington, 17 October 1972. NTM database. 

NTM R.03251 - R.03254. Collected by J. Menzies from Port 
Essington, 9 August - 1 September 1973. 

NTM R.01789-R.0I798, R.02078. Trawled by J. Menzies from 
between 20 and 30 metres depth, between Port Essington 
and Melville Island, August 1975. NTM database. 

Olive-headed Sea Snake 

Current name: Hydrophis major (Shaw, 1802). 

Specimens: 

NTM R.03255. Collected by J. Menzies from Port Essington, 

1 September 1973. NTM database. 

NTM R.03549. Collected by J. Menzies from Port Essington, 
21 July 1977. NTM database. 

Pacific Sea Snake 

Current name: Hydrophis cf. pacificas Boulenger, 1896. 

Specimen: 

NTM R.03276. Collected by J. Menzies from Port Essington, 
9 August 1973. NTM database. 

Spine-bellied Sea Snake 

Current name: Lapemis cartas (Shaw, 1802) ( Lapemis 
hardwickii Gray, 1835 in Cogger, 2000). 

Specimens: 

NTM R.03264 Collected by D. Millsat Port Essington, I70ctober 

1972. NTM database. 

NTM R.03265-R.03267, R.03278. Collected by J. Menzies at Port 
Essington, 17 October and 12 November, 1972. 

NTM R.03258-R.03263. Collected by J. Menzies at Port 
Essington, July and September 1973. NTM database. 

NTM R.02544. Collected by R. Cieslik at trawl depth 20 metres 
off Port Essington, November 1976. NTM database. 

NTM R.10674-R.10677. Caught in trawl by D. Kelly and H.K. 

Larson off Port Essington, 21 May 1980. NTM database. 
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PART 3. MAMMALS 

This section on mammals is based on Gilbert’s 
manuscript entitled The quadrupeds of Port Essington 
(BMNH Zoology Library. Gould Australian Collection 
8/2/4. Gilbert, .1). A transcription is given in full below, 
and where Gilbert discussed a particular form his notes are 
repeated at the beginning ofthe detailed discussion for that 
species. The original is reproduced in Appendix 1. 

Gilbert’s notes on the mammals of Australia were 
used extensively by John Gould, firstly in the original 
descriptions of new species and later in his large folio 
volumes A monograph ofthe Macropodidae (1841-1842) 
and the three-volume The mammals of Australia. The title 
page ofthe latter is officially dated 1863, but parts were 
issued by Gould to his subscribers between May 1845 and 
May 1863 (F.H.Waterhouse 1885). 

Note again that the Port Essington reptiles and mammals 
in spirit presented to the BM by the 13th Earl of Derby in 
1845 (1845.5.13.1-39) were probably collected by John 
MacGillivray on the voyage of H.M.S. Fly. If so, these 
specimens must have been collected between 1843 and 
1844. MacGillivray probably also collected the bats in spirit 
(Scotorepens greyii, Nyctophilus daedal us. Chalinolobus 
nigrogriseus and Myotis moluccarum richcirdsi) which were 
donated to the BM by Lord Derby in 1844 and 1847. 

Unless otherwise stated, the nomenclature used here 
follows the ensuing taxonomic references: 

Walton, D.W. (ed.) 1988. Zoological catalogue of 
Australia, vol. 5: Mammalia. Australian Government 
Publishing Service: Canberra. 

Van Dyck, S. and Strahan, R. (eds) 2008. The mammals 
of Australia. Third edition. Queensland Museum: 
Brisbane. 

Walton (1988) gave details of type specimens for all 
synonyms but did not record which of these are presently 
considered subspecies. We have generally followed Strahan 
(1995) and Van Dyck and Strahan (2008) for the current 
taxonomic status of mammalian taxa (whether species, 
subspecies or synonym) and the following account follows 
Strahan’s (1995) taxonomic order. We have not included 
introduced mammals, or marine species other than the 
Dugong. 

Gilbert’s text: “Quadrupeds of Port Essington” 

Page 1 
“Pteropus 

AI=wo=re of the Aborigines 
This Bat is extremely abundant in all parts of the 
Cobourg Penisula. During the day they may be seen 
hangingfrom the upper branches ofthe Mangroves 
overhanging creeks, in great numbers. When living 
they emit a very strong and disagreable odour, 
which is smelt a long distance off They fly about 


and feed only during the night, when they utter a 
loud trembling, but shrill whistle. 

Vespertilio 

Nab=or=a=mine-min ofthe Aborigines 
This is a common species and is seen flying about 
the Houses in the Settlement in great numbers during 
the evening. 

Vespertilio 

Nab=or=a=mine=min ofthe Aborigines 
This like the above is abundant, seen flying about 
the houses in the settlement, they are often found in 
hollow branches of dead trees. 

Perameles 

Mar=o=een of the Aborigines 

Tolerably abundant in and about the Settlement 

inhabiting hollow parts of fallen timber. 

Petaurus 

Wor=gi of the Aborigines 

This is a species I understand was previous to 
the Hurricane of 1839 extremely abundant in the 
settlement of Victoria, there being scarcely a hollow 
tree or shed or hut without one or more pairs, but 
since that occurrence scarcely any have been seen 
at all. ” 

Page 2 

“Phalangista 

Mo=guurk and Mo=mo=lvne of the Aborigines 
This is the only species of Opossum I observed 
inhabiting the Peninsula, they may be said to 
be unabundant at all times and places, the few 
specimens brought in the Settlement by the Natives, 
are all that I saw at all, this like many other smaller 
Quadrupeds, was extremely abundant previous to 
the hurricane. 

Dasvurus 

Ar=ri=wal ofthe Aborigines 
This is rather an uncommon animal on the 
Peninsular [sic] at least near the Settlement, a few 
however had discovered the Fowl houses and were 
very destructive to both Fowls and Pigeons. 

Mus 

Ar=bur=uk=un ofthe Aborigines 
l did not succeed in obtaining a specimen recently 
caught of this species; the one specimen in my 
collection had been kept in confinement near 
eighteen months, not an individual has been seen 
since the hurricane of 1839, previous to which 
time they were tolerably abundant in and about the 
Settlement. 
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Mus 

Mo=I urn and Mo=lvne=be of the Aborigines 
This is a common species on every part of the 
Peninsula and some of the adjacent Islands in Van 
Diemens Gulf In many parts of the country (and 
more particularly near the mainland) it is extremely 
abundant, in the neighbourhood of Marshes Lakes 
and other low situations, burrowing under-ground to 
a great distance, the holes generally runningparellel 
(sic) with the suiface varying from 
Page 3 

[continued from Page2] one to two feet beneath, 

so much so in some parts of the country, that in the 
diy season, it is scarcely possible to walk along, 
without almost eveiy moment sinking up to the knees. 
Around the settlement it is much less abundant, and 
is not often met with in the houses. 

Mus? 

Mil=core of the Aborigines 

This little Animal is only seen on the beach where 
there are large Casuarina trees, in the dead hollow 
branches of the latter they form a nest of diy fine 
grass, and retire during the day; hi the evening they 
leave these places for the beach, when they may be 
seen running along at the edge of the surf as it rolls 
up and recedes from the sandy beach ; they seem to 
feed on any animal matter washed up by the surf. 

Mus 

Mo=Ivne=be of the Aborigines 
I only saw this species on one occasion on the Native 
Companion Plain near Point Smith, at the entrance 
of the Harbour, when I found four in one hole; the 
hole ran along a few inches below the surface for 
about five feet in a zigzag manner, at the end of 
which the hole was enlarged into a round hollow, 
where [there] was a nest of fine dried grass in which 
I caught the four. 

Macropus 

Mar=ra=a=woke of the Aborigines 
This is the largest Kangaroo hitherto seen on the 
Cobowg Peninsula, the largest that has been killed 
by the people at the settlements weighed about 120 
lbs. This species is mostly seen in the open parts of 
the country> near hills .... ” 

Page 4 

[continued from Page 3] "... but will very readily 
take to the thicket or swamp when closely hunted. 
They are usually seen in small families of from four 
to six. 


Macropus 

Urn=di=gurn=di of the Aborigines 
This is the second in size of the Kangaroo s found 
in this part of Australia, they are met with in small 
families of from six to ten, as frequently seen in the 
thicket and swamp as in open parts of the country, 
a full grown Animal weighs about from 90 to WO 
lbs. they are very swift when hunted, and if chased 
hard, will take to the water, the thicket, or even the 
dense seedling Mangroves on the beach. ” 

MONOTREMES: TACHYGLOSSIDAE 

Short-beaked Echidna 

Current name: Tachyglossus aculeatus (Shaw, 1792). 

Echidnas were not recorded by John Gilbert or any of 
the other nineteenth century collectors. Apart from David 
Lindner’s specimen, CSIRO did not see any echidnas cither, 
although their faeces were seen occasionally around rock 
outcrops. 

Specimen: 

ANVVC M1629. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Black Point in 
December 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181). 

MARSUPIALIA: DASYURIDAE 

Northern Quoll 
Listed by Gilbert as “Dasvurus 
Ar=ri=wal of the Aborigines " 

“This is rather an uncommon animal on the 
Peninsular [sic] at least near the Settlement, a few 
however had discovered the Fowl houses and were 
veiy destructive to both Fowls and Pigeons. ” 

Current name: Dasyurus hallucatus Gould, 1842. 

Braithwaite and Begg in Strahan (1995) stated that 
there are no subspecies of the Northern Quoll, although 
geographical subspecies have been suggested in the past. 

In his account of this species in The mammals of 
Australia (1845-1863, vol. I: text to plate 52), John Gould 
wrote that all the examples to have reached Europe had 
come from the extreme northern portion of Australia, and 
that most of these had been procured at Port Essington. 

Johnson (in Specht 1964) found this quoll to prefer 
rocky habitats, and to be quite common. They were also 
fairly common according to Calaby and Keith (in Frith and 
Calaby 1974), who trapped several using tinned sardines 
and bird bodies as bait. 

There are some differences of opinion about which 
of the specimens in the NHM arc actually types. BMNH 
1842.5.26.16 (skin) and 301b (skull), from a female 
collected at Port Essington, obviously pre-date Gould’s 
original description as they were accessioned into the 
museum collections in 1842. There is another skull (301a, 
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from a male) obtained at Port Essington in the collections, 
but the skin is missing. It was almost certainly BMNH 
1842.5.26.14, marked as Dasyurus hallucatus in the 
Register; the entry bears the additional remark “destroyed” 
in Oldfield Thomas’s writing. If the skin was of that number, 
then both it and skull 301a are probably also of type status, 
although they were not recorded as such in Thomas (1888: 
270). Thomas must have decided that Gould’s remark in 
the original description “Accompanying the specimen from 
which the above description is taken was another individual 
... body nearly black .. .” (Gould 1842d: 41) denied the latter 
type status. However, the very fact that this second individual 
was mentioned in the description bestows such status. 

The Zoological catalogue of Australia (Walton 1988: 
20) suggested that both the NHM specimens received 
from Gould are syntypes, although specimen BMNH 
1842.5.26.16 (with its skull 301b) was in effect elected 
as the lectotype by Thomas (1888: 270). This skin is of a 
light colour, as was the fur of the first specimen described 
by Gould. The surviving skull 301a should probably now 
be considered a paralectotype. There is also a specimen at 
the MNHN with possible type status. This is a mounted 
skin of a female, with separate skull, from the J. Verreaux 
Collection (1854-99) but which was originally received 
from John Gould. Beaufort designated this specimen as 
a “Co-Type” in the first edition of the MNHN marsupial 
type catalogue (1966: 522); he assumed that it had come 
from Port Essington. 

It is possible that some of these specimens were collected 
by John Gilbert; although he did not mention this species in 
his letters, the above entry in his Port Essington list shows 
that he did in fact record Northern Quolls there. 

There is another skull in the NHM collections, numbered 
301c, which is from the missing skin 1850.7.20.4. John 
MacGillivray collected this specimen at Cape York, while 
on the voyage of the Rattlesnake. MacGillivray also 
collected a Northern Quoll at Port Essington; this was once 
in the Liverpool Museum according to the Derby Museum 
Stock Book, but is now missing. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.16 (31 le). F. Skin and skull (301b). Port Essington 

[collected 1838-1842]. Gould Collection. Designated 
“Type” of Dasyurus hallucatus Gould, 1842 by Thomas 
(1888: 270) = lectotype. 

BMNH 301a. M. Skull. Port Essington [collected 1838-1842]. 

Likely to be from the Gould Collection [also accessioned 
in 1842, probably 1842.5.26.14, skin marked in Register as 
“destroyed”], and if so, probably from the type series of 
Dasyurus hallucatus Gould, 1842 = paralectotype. 

L1VM D.256b. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
received from MacGillivray in 1846. No longer extant 
(information from Stock Book). 

MNHN Verreaux 1854-99. F. Mount and skull. Marked “Australie” 
but, according to Beaufort, from Port Essington [if so, 
then was collected 1838-1849], Verreaux Collection, 
formerly Gould Collection. Designated “Co-Type” of 
Dasyurus hallucatus Gould, 1842 by Beaufort (1966: 522) 
= paralectotype. 


USNM 283994. F. Skin and skull. Collected by David Johnson at 
Black Rock Point, 26 September 1948 (Specht 1964: 443). 
NTM U2258, U2259, U2260 (old numbers NTM 4133,4134,4210) 

collected by David Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
1967. From NTM database. 

ANWC M1022; 1023; 1035. Smith Point [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 182). 

ANWC M1210. Black Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 182). 

ANWC Ml223. Caiman Creek [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 

Calaby 1974: 182). 

ANWC M1033. Lizard Bay, Port Bremer [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 182). ANWC specimens in total 
with above, 4M and 2F. 

Fawn Antechinus 

Current name: Antechinus bellus (Thomas, 1904). 

CS1RO collected a total of 33 male and 10 female 
Fawn Antechinuses. They were very' common around Port 
Essington and Port Bremer, despite being previously known 
only from about ten specimens. The Fawn Antechinus 
inhabits eucalypt forest and woodland with some element of 
understory, and most of CSIRO’s animals were trapped neat- 
tree trunks or fallen logs. Their breeding season appeared 
to start in early August (Calaby and Taylor 1981; Woolley 
1981; Friend 1985). 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1881.4.6.5. Immature. Skin (very poor specimen, stored 
under Antechinus flavipes ) and skull (stored under 
Antechinus bellus). Collected by Assistant Surgeon Richard 
Tilston at Port Essington [1838-1849], Presented to John 
Gould by Sir John Richardson. Pretypic specimen; Thomas 
(1888: 292) listed it as Phascogakflavipes var. kucogaster 
but did not describe Phascogak bellus until 1904, from a 
specimen from the South Alligator River. Also see Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 182. Specht 1964: 439 has this specimen 
listed under Antechinus hilarni. 

NTM U2035 (old number NTM 273). Collected by A.E. Newsome 
at Danger Point, August 1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
181-182), but collected at Black Point on 15 August 1961 
according to the NTM database. 

NTM U2036 (old number NTM 275). Collected by A.E. Newsome 

at Danger Point, 15 August 1961 according to the NTM 
database. 

ANWC M1016, 1063, 1087, 1132, 1135-7, 1225. Smith Point 
[collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 
ANWC M 1021, 1025. 1034, 1197, 1201. Black Point [collected 
1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974:181-182). 

ANWC M 1141, 1144, 1145. Victoria, Port Essington [collected 
1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 

ANWC M 1220. Caiman Creek [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 181-182). 

ANWC M 1175. Collected south-west of Port Bremer [1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 

ANWC M 1153-8, 1 163, 1166-9. Collected on the cast side of Port 
Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 
ANWC M 1149-51, 1159, 1161. Collected on the west side of Port 
Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 
ANWC M 1113. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 

ANWC M 1036. Collected 2 miles south-west of Point Priest, Port 
Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 
ANWC M 1011-15. Collected 2 miles east of Edwards Point, Port 
Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 181-182). 
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Northern Brush-tailed Phascogale 

Current name: Phascogalepirata Thomas, 1904. 

Specimen: 

NTM U3221 (old number NTM 5560). Collected on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, 1971. No collector recorded. Information from 
the NTM database. 

PERAMELIDAE 

Northern Brown Bandicoot 
Listed by Gilbert as "Perameles 
Mar=o=een of the Aborigines 

Tolerably abundant in and about the Settlement 
inhabiting hollow parts of fallen timber. ” 

Current name: Isoodon macrourus (Gould, 1842). 

John Gould did not figure this animal in The mammals 
of Australia (1845-1863). In the Introduction to this work 
he explained that his omission was due to the fact that 
“although twenty-one years have passed away since my 
description [Gould 1842d: 41] was published, I have 
never seen a second example ”. This is a brilliant example 
of Gould’s business convolutions leading to confusion (as 
in “my brain is in complete jumble", as admitted in a letter 
to William Jardine on 30 April 1838, now in the NHM 
General Library, Gould Correspondence Box 5). Gould 
did not specify in his original description that he only had 
one specimen in front of him, although his measurements 
were probably taken from the specimen now accessioned 
as BMNH 1842.5.26.11. In fact, as John Gilbert stated, 
the Northern Brown Bandicoot is fairly common at Port 
Essington and he sent at least two specimens home to 
Gould. 

Allen (2008: 103) excavated a Northen Brown Bandicoot 
bone from an Aboriginal midden at Port Essington during 
his excavations there between 1966 and 1968. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.11. M. Skin and skull (293c. not 293a as in 
Jenkins and Knutson 1983). [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Designated 
“Holotype” of Perameles macroura Gould, 1842 by Jenkins 
and Knutson (1983:28) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1842.5.26.10. F. Skin (formerly mounted, taken down in 
1922) and skull (293a). [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Probably from 
the type series of Perameles macroura Gould. 1842. 

BMNH 1846.8.26.12. M. Skin and skull (293b). Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington, November 1844. Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2). Included on 
MacGillivray’s field label is the remark "Mar-oo-in of 
Aborigines”. 

USNM 284013-15. 2M. Skins and skulls; F, skeleton. All collected 
by David Johnson at Black Rock Point between 26 and 28 
September 1948 (Specht 1964:447). 

USNM 284016. M. Skull. Collected by David Johnson at James 
Creek, 12 October 1948 (Specht, as above). 

ANWC Ml 196. M. Smith Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 184). 


PETAURIDAE 

Sugar Glider (Figs 82-85) 

Listed by Gilbert as "Petaurus 
Wor=ei of the Aborigines 

This is a species I understand was previous to 
the Hurricane of 1839 extremely abundant in the 
settlement of Victoria, there being scarcely a hollow 
tree or shed or hut without one or more pairs, but 
since that occurrence scarcely any have been seen 
at all. ” 

Current name: Petaurus breviceps ariel (Gould, 1849). 
John Gould relayed John Gilbert’s remarks about this little 
glider in his account of Belidius ariel in The mammals of 
Australia (1845-1863, vol. 1: plate 27 - issued in part 2, 
which was published in 1849). All the specimens Gould 
inspected had come from Port Essington; as well as those 
collected by Gilbert and MacGillivray, John Ince managed 
to get some living animals back to England from Port 
Essington. This perhaps explains the unusual animation of 
the two animals in Gould’s fine illustration of the “Ariel 
Belideus ” in The mammals of Australia (Figs 82 and 83). 
A Sugar Glider which died in the 13th Earl of Derby’s 
Menagerie at Knowsley in 1849 was probably Gould’s 
model for his painting in The mammals of Australia ; its 
skull still survives (Fig. 84). 

Johnson (in Specht 1964) described the Sugar Glider as 
one of the best-known small mammals in Arnhem Land, the 
attractive animals being the subject of a pet trade organised 
by the local Aborigines. One captive animal apparently 
escaped from the lighthouse at Cape Don by leaping from 
the top, from whence it sailed over the cliff and into the 
forest on the water’s edge far below. Calaby and Keith 
(in Frith and Calaby 1974) however found it “apparently 
uncommon ” on Cobourg Peninsula. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.1 (Fig. 85). F. Skin and skull (267a). [Collected 
by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould 
C ollection. Designated lectotype of “Petaurus ” [= Belideus ] 
ariel Gould, 1849 (Thomas. 1922: 128). 

BMNH 1855.12.24.308 (Fig 85). (F. in Thomas, 1888: 157). Skin. 

[Collected by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Received by the Zoological Society Museum from John 
Gould. Designated “Co-type” of "P” [= Belideus] ariel 
Gould, 1849 (Thomas, 1888: 157) paralectotype. 

BMNH 1846.8.26.13. F. Skin and skull. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington, December 1844. Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby. Included on MacGillivray’s field 
label is the remark “Waugai” [the Aboriginal name]. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.121. F. Skin (poor condition) and skull. Collected 
by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839- 
1841], Chambers Collection. 

AMN1I 857. F, adult. Former mount. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Maximilian Collection. 

USNM 284055 (M), 284052, 284053, 284054, 284056 (4F). Skins 
and skulls. All collected by David Johnson at Cape Don, 
20 September 1948 (Specht 1964:452). 

USNM 284057. F. Skin and skull. Collected by David Johnson at 
Black Rock Point, 25 September 1948 (Specht, as above). 
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Figs 82-84. Illustrations and specimen of Sugar Glider. Fig. 82, original watercolour, Fig. 83, printed plate of the ‘'''Ariel Belideus" (Sugar Glider 
Petaurus breviceps ariel) by John Gould and Henry Constantine Richter, from Gould's The mammals of Australia. According to the 13th Earl 
of Derby's pencilled writing on the bottom of the watercolour, the two animals in the picture were painted from a single living individual in 
Lord Derby’s menagerie at Knowsley Hall, near Liverpool. This must have been one ol the animals brought back to Britain from Port Essington 
by John Ince. Both figures were photographed from illustrations in bound volumes in the Library at Knowsley Hall: Licence granted courtesy 
of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. The animal depicted twice in Gould and Richter’s painting was probably a male Sugar Glider from 
the menagerie at Knowsley I lall, which died there on 10 November 1840. Fig. 84, the skull of this animal is still in the collections ol National 
Museums Liverpool (L1V D. Osleo Catalogue 33). © National Museums Liverpool. 
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ANWC M1273. M. Skin. Collected by D.A. Lindner’s dingo 
between Black Point and Reef Point, July 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 184). 

PHALANGERIDAE 

Northern Brushtail Possum 
Listed by Gilbert as " Phalangista 

Mo=etturk and Mo=mo=Ivne of the Aborigines 

This is the only species of Opossum I observed 
inhabiting the Peninsula, they may be said to 
be unabundant at all times and places, the few 
specimens brought in the Settlement by the Natives, 


are all that I saw at all, this like many other smaller 
Quadrupeds, was extremely abundant previous to 
the hurricane. ” 

Current name: Trichosums vtilpeculaarnhemensis Collett, 
1897. 

John Gould did not differentiate the Northern 
(Trichosums vulpecula arnhemensis ) and Common ( T. 
vulpecula vulpecula ) Brushtail Possums, describing 
them both under Phalangista vulpina in The mammals 
of Australia 1845-1863 (published in part 8, issued in 
1856). In his account. Gould only mentioned specimens 
from the southern parts of Australia, although he quoted 
“Mr Waterhouse” as saying that the animal occured in 
northern Australia. Gould stated that specimens from the 



Fig. 85. Lectotype (BMNH 1842.5.26.1) (on the right) and paralcctotypc (BMNH 1855.12.24.308) (on the left) of the Sugar Glider Petaunis 
[Belideus] arid Gould, 1849. Both were collected at Port Essington by John Gilbert, who rather unusually prepared them as flat, outstretched 
skins in order to show the gliding membranes. The skull and lower mandibles are from the lectotype. © The Natural History Museum, 
London. 
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north were larger than those from the south; the opposite 
is in fact true. 

Gould must have been referring to G.R. Waterhouse’s 
popular accounts of the marsupials. The first of these 
was in volume 11 of The Naturalist’s Library’, produced 
in 1841. In this there is no mention of specimens from 
northern Australia, only from New South Wales and 
Tasmania. However, in Waterhouse’s new edition of 1846, 
he remarked: 

“I have a description of a Vulpine Phalanger, from 
Port Essington, before me, but, upon looking it 
over, can perceive no points of the least importance 
in which this specimen differs from the individual 
first described. Its fur was rather more dense and 
crisp. ” 

Gould must have looked at this little volume, but not at 
all his own specimens. 

John Calaby’s opinion was that the cyclone of 1839 
might have reduced the populations of the Northern 
Brushtail Possum - not so much by reducing the hollow 
trees and branches where they lived, but by stripping the 
trees of the leaves they ate, causing starvation. Johnson 
described this possum as occuring regularly, and the CSIRO 
survey found it moderately common in the Port Essington 
area. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.8. M. Skin and skull. Collected by John Gilbert 
at Port Essington [18404841], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.5.26.9. F. As above. 

LIVM D.197e. Half grown individual. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1845]. Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from MacGillivray in 
1846. Missing (details from Stock Book). 

USNM 284031. M. Skin and skull. Collected by David Johnson at 
Cape Don, 20 September 1948 (Spccht 1964: 450). 

ANWC M1057-9; 1133; 1194; 1227; 1229; 1230. Smith Point 
[collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 185). 

ANWC M1209. Black Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 185). 

ANWC Ml 191. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 185). ANWC specimens in total 
with above: 6M and 4F. 

According to Thomas (1888: 189) there should be four specimens 
of Northern Brushtail Possum front Port Essington in the Gould 
Collection in the NFIM, but only the two above can now be found. 
One of those missing is 1842.5.26.7. 

MACROPODIDAE 

Agile Wallaby 

Listed by Gilbert as " Macropus 
Urn=di=euni=di of the Aborigines 

This is the second in size of the Kangaroo’s found 
in this part of Australia, they are met with in small 
families of from six to ten, as frequently seen in the 
thicket and swamp as in open parts of the country, a 
full grown Animal weighs about from 90 to lOOIbs. 
they are very swift when hunted, and if chased hard, 


will take to the water, the thicket, or even the dense 
seedling Mangroves on the beach. ” 

Current name: Macropus [agilis?] agilis (Gould, 1842). 

Macropus agilis is currently considered to comprise 
four subspecies. At present these divisions are indicated 
by state boundaries, which Strahan (1995) and Van Dyck 
and Strahan (2008) point out is artificial. These subspecies 
are not recognised here. 

John Gould chose to include an elegy to John Gilbert, 
and the profession of the natural history collector, in his 
description of Halmaturus agilis in The mammals of 
Australia ( 1845-1863, vol. 2: text to plates 24 and 25). He 
wrote that: 

“... That country contains the bones of my worthy 
assistant Gilbert, who fell a sacrifice to the treachery’ 
of the natives, while arduously prosecuting his 
researches for the advancement of science and the 
furtherance of the present work. It is well known that 
he was in company with the celebrated explorer Dr 
Leichardt [sic], who, in like manner, found a resting- 
place in that terra incognita, but it is still unknown 
in what precise locality his fate was sealed. This 
country of the Kangaroos is second to none in the 
sacrifice of valuable lives in the various attempts 
which have been made to unfold the hidden recesses 
of its treasures. ” 

The first three specimens of Macropus agilis were 
collected at Port Essington, and were later obtained by 
Gould from Sir John Richardson. None have details of 
collector. One of the three w r as used by Gould as the basis 
for the synonym Halmaturus binoe (Gould 1842c: 58) but 
he subsequently realised that this animal was simply an 
immature Macropus agilis. 

None of these specimens, nor any of the others listed 
below, are recorded as having been collected by Gilbert. 
Jentinck’s catalogue of the mammals in the collections 
at RMNH (1888: 244) does not state who collected the 
specimen from Port Essington he listed under Halmaturus 
agilis. Nor does Gould’s original manuscript list of the 
material sent to Leiden between 1840 and 1841 include 
an entry for any individuals of this species. The Leiden 
specimen is unlikely, therefore, to have type significance 
for either of the names Halmaturus agilis or Halmaturus 
binoe. 

It is therefore puzzling why Gould chose to give an 
elegy on John Gilbert as part of his description of this 
species (although, judging from Gilbert’s manuscript, he 
was familiar with the wallaby and must have collected some 
material). Possibly Gould’s words have something to do 
with a specimen of Macropus agilis which was collected 
on the Leichhardt Expedition. This is BMNH 1846.8.27.2, 
a skull labelled “North Australia”. Both this and skull 
BMNH 1846.8.27.1 represent animals collected on the 
expedition and both were registered as Halmaturus dorsalis 
in the NHM Register; 1846.8.27.1 is indeed a skull of the 


61 





C. Fisher and J. Calaby 


Black-striped Wallaby Macropus dorsalis. We consider it 
possible that the Agile Wallaby BMNH 1846.8.27.2 was 
an individual collected by Gilbert’s colleagues on the 
expedition after he died, but the animal could also have 
been amongst the very last of the specimens that Gilbert 
collected before he was killed, as the party approached 
Cape York Peninsula in June 1845. Indeed, the comment 
“Collected by Mr Gilbert” is recorded in the NHM Register 
next to the two skulls. Leichhardt himself often mentioned 
the “Red Wallaby' in his Journal (1847), particularly during 
their later travels in the Roper River area. The reason why 
both specimens were acquired as skulls is probably related 
to the fact that Leichhardt had to discard many duplicates 
towards the end of the expedition to save weight - the skins 
would have taken up vital space. Or perhaps the party, by 
then in bad shape, used the skins for substitute shoes (or 
even ate them). 

In the text for the Agile Wallaby in The mammals 
of Australia, Gould also used field notes made by John 
MacGillivray. MacGillivray wrote that the species was 
very common at Port Essington, where they frequented 
the tall grass of low ground - especially where there 
were Pandanus trees, under which the wallabies usually 
sheltered. They were extremely active and intelligent 
animals, and made straight for thickets when pursued. The 
specimens MacGillivray collected at Port Essington are 
mostly in the NHM, who were given them by the 13th Earl 
of Derby. Gould’s text also specifically mentions a young 
kangaroo taken from the pouch of its mother, which had 
been shot by MacGillivray at Barrow’s Bay, on the east 
coast of Arnhem Land. 

Another MacGillivray specimen from Port Essington is 
in Lord Derby’s collection at LIVM. It bears the number 
D.223, although the Derby Stock Book records this number 
as being allocated to a Macropus unguifer (= Onychogalea 
unguifera) from the north coast, which was destroyed 
in 1900. MacGillivray’s specimen is a male collected in 
November 1844; his original field label records that the 
Aborigines called this animal “Ardaon” and “Albooge”. 
MacGillivray had identified it as Macropus melanops. 

There have long been problems with this latter name, 
caused by the incorrect taxonomic placement of the type. 
The type of Macropus melanops Gould, 1842 (BMNH 
1842.5.26.2) is labelled (but not registered) as being from 
Port Essington and the name has therefore in the past 
been considered to be a synonym of the nominate species 
Macropus agilis, or even by some of M. antilopinus. In 
fact, this specimen is a Western Grey Kangaroo Macropus 
fuliginosus, and fits well with animals known to be from 
southern South Australia. This is one of the examples where 
South Australian specimens (and specimens from other 
localities) have somehow been mis-Iabelled as coming from 
Port Essington. In this case the mis-labelling has caused 
an incorrect locality to be assigned to a type specimen, 
introducing misconception into the literature of Australian 
mammals and future misidentification. 


G.W. Earl (1846) said the Agile Wallaby was common in 
the “ Indian jungle ” at Port Essington. Presumably by this he 
meant rain forest, of which there are patches throughout the 
area, such as at the eastern end of Native Companion Plains. 
The CSIRO survey referred to this habitat as monsoon 
forest (see Frith and Calaby 1974: 22). They also found 
Agile Wallabies in such moister areas, and noted that the 
animals sheltered in daytime at the edges of the monsoon 
forest or other dense vegetation. Calaby comments that 
MacGillivray’s field notes fit these observations; it is not so 
much that the wallabies make their lairs under Pandanus, 
but that the Pandanus grows at the edge of the monsoon 
forest where the wallabies find fringing, moist shelter from 
which they can emerge onto the open plains to feed after 
dark. 

Johnson (in Specht 1964) commented that this wallaby 
is found on most, if not all, the coastal islands and this is 
probably due to their very good tolerance of water. They 
have been seen swimming between islands and will continue 
to forage, apparently without noticing, during heavy rain 
storms. Calaby and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 1974) found 
numbers of Agile Wallabies to be only moderate at Port 
Essington compared to their abundance in some other areas 
of northern Australia. Newsome found the situation similar 
at Danger Point in 1961. 

Allen (2008: 103) excavated three bones each of 
Agile Wallaby and Antilopine Wallaroo from European 
and Aboriginal middens at Port Essington during his 
excavations there between 1966 and 1968. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1844.2.7.8. F. Skin and skull (259b). Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1843]. Presented to John Gould by Sir 
John Richardson (the Richardson material was probably 
collected by naval officers such as Assistant Surgeon 
Richard Tilston). Females were not discussed in Gould’s 
type description of Halmaturus agilis (1842). 

BMNH 1844.2.15.3. M, adult. Skin and skull (1844.2.15.2 and 
259a). M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1843]. Presented 
to Gould by Richardson, as above. Designated holotype 
of Halmaturus agilis Gould, 1842 (also see Walton, 
1988: 64). 

BMNH 1846.4.4.21 (not 1844.2.15.10 as in Tate 1948, this is the 
lectotype of Halmaturus houtmanni from E. Wallaby 
Island, Houtman Abrolhos). F. Skin and skull (2590- Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1845]. Presented to Gould by 
Richardson, as above. Designated holotype of Halmaturus 
binoe Gould, 1842 (also sec Walton, 1988: 64). 

BMNH 1846.8.26.8. F. Skin and skull. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington, December 1844. Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1846.8.26.9. F. Skin and skull. Port Essington. Collected 
by John MacGillivray at Port Essington, January 1845. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1846.8.26.10. Immature. Skin and skull. Register entry: 

“Young droped from the Pouch while running”. Collected 
by John MacGillivray, probably at Port Essington [1843- 
1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

LIVM D.223. M. skin. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby (see Appendix 2). 
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RMNH Jentinck's Catalogue: Halmaturus agilis. a. M, near adult. 

Mount, h. Skull (damaged) of same animal. Port Essington. 
Unknown Collection. 

USNM 284106-284108. M and E. Skins and skulls; pouch young 
in alcohol. Collected by David Johnson at Cape Don, 19-21 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 457). 

USNM 284109-284110. F. Skin and skull; pouch young in 
alcohol. Collected by David Johnson at Black Rock Point, 
30 September 1948 (Spccht 1964:457). 

USNM 284111. M. Skin and skull. Collected by David Johnson at 
Popham Bay, 5 October 1948 (Specht 1964:457). 

Antilopine Wallaroo (Figs 86-88) 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Macropus 
Mar=ra=a=woke of the Aborigines 

This is the largest Kangaroo hitherto seen on the 
Cobouig Peninsula, the laigest that has been killed 
by the people at the settlements weighed about 
120 lbs. The species is mostly seen in the open parts 
of the country near hills but will very readily take to 
the thicket or swamp when closely hunted. They are 
usually seen in small families offrom four to six. ” 
Current name: Macropus antilopinus (Gould, 1842). 

Gould described this animal under the name Osphranter 
Antilopinus (Gould 1842a: 80), recording the type locality 
as Port Essington and giving measurements of male and 
female. In The mammals of Australia he included two 
plates of Osphranter antilopinus (1863, vol. 2, plates 8 
and 9): the first showed details of the heads of a male and 
a female and the second depicted both sexes at large in 
their natural habitat (Figs 86 and 87). In his account of 
the “Red Wallaroo ", Gould waxed lyrical about an animal 
that had obviously impressed him: “...a noble species ... 
a conspicuous object among the indigenous quadrupeds of 
Australia ... Fierce, bold and even dangerous ...” 

Gould went on to say that his drawings and measurements 
were based on two “very fine specimens ” collected at 
Port Essington by Gilbert, the weight of the male being 
about 120 lbs - obviously the individual referred to by 
Gilbert (Fig. 88). Later, Captain Chambers had sent him 
several imperfect skins, which indicated that individuals 
of the species reached an even larger size - up to 170 lbs. 
Although the species was “very abundant on the Cobourg 
Peninsula ”, Gould was worried that the species would 
soon be exterminated by new European settlers; in fact the 
Antilopine Wallaroo has recently been described as “usually 
common ” (Strahan 1995). 

George Windsor Earl, the translator for the naval colony, 
also saw Antilopine Wallaroos. He commented wrongly 
that the animals were only found on the hills, but more 
accurately noticed that they were seen where the country 
was more open (Earl 1846). Johnson (in Specht 1964) did 
not collect any animals during his visit to the Cobourg 
Peninsula in 1948, but he saw them regularly on the Cape 
Arnhem Peninsula. He commented that they seemed to 
require the proximity of rocky ravines and bluffs for shelter, 
and was fascinated by the large males as they moved with 


“a sort of ponderous agility ” up and over ledges where 
humans could not follow. 

Calaby and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 1974) found 
the species uncommon during their survey of the Cobourg 
Peninsula. Only ten animals were seen: three at West 
Station Point and one at Point Priest (both Port Bremer) 
in 1965, one at Black Point and four between Port Bremer 
and Caiman Creek in 1966, and one large male on Mount 
Bedwell in 1968. All the animals were seen in areas of open 
eucalypt forest. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.5 (291a) (Fig. 88). M, adult. Skin and skull 
(1850a). Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841]. Designated lectotype of Macropus (= Osphranter) 
antilopinus Gould, 1842 by Thomas (1922:128) = lectotype. 
According to Calaby and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 
186), a large, aged male. 

BMNI I 1842.5.26.4 (Fig. 88). F. Skin and skull (1850b). Collected 
by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], Designated 
“co-type” and “typical specimen” of Macropus (= 
Osphranter) antilopinus Gould, 1842 by Thomas (1888:22) 
= paralectotype. 

ANWC M1031; 1032. 2M. Collected at West Station Point, Port 
Bremer on 17 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 186). 

EUTHERIA: PTEROPODIDAE 

Northern Blossom Bat 

Current name: Macroglossus minimus (Geoffroy, 
1810). 

ANWC M1028-30,1098. M, 3F. Collected in mist net on the edge of 
a freshwater lagoon at Smith Point [in August 1965] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 189). 

Black Flying-fox 

Current name: Pteropus alecto gouldii Peters, 1867. 
Listed by Gilbert as “ Pteropus . 

AI=wo=re of the Aborigines 

This Bat is extremely abundant on all parts of the 
Cobouig Peninsula. During the day’ they may be seen 
hanging from the upper branches of the Mangroves 
overhanging creeks, in great numbers. When living 
they emit a very strong and disagreab/e odour, 
which is smelt a long distance off. They fly about 
and feed only during the night, when they utter a 
loud trembling, but shrill whistle. ” 

Gilbert’s notes were quoted almost verbatim in Gould’s 
account of this bat (under Pteropus funereus Temminck 
1837) in The mammals of Australia, 1845-1863 (issued in 
part 2, which was published in September 1849). 

We can find no specimens which are definitely 
attributable to Gilbert, but there are two unptovenanced 
specimens oi'Pteropus alecto amongst the Gould material at 
the NHM (immature skull 1846.4.4.83; skin and immature 
skull 1853.10.22.1). The NHM collections also include a 
specimen of Pteropus alecto gouldi from Port Essington, 
received from Captain Chambers; Andersen’s catalogue 
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Figs 86, 87. Illustrations of Antilopine Wallaroo. Fig. 86, original watercolour labelled “Osphanter antilopinus Gould" (Antilopine Wallaroo 
Macropus anlilopinus) by John Gould and Henry Constantine Richter. Fig. 87, published plate (no. 9, front volume two of Gould’s The 
mammals of Australia). Both figures were photographed from illustrations in bound volumes in the Library at Knowsley Hall (Licence granted 
courtesy of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008). The male (in the foreground) and female depicted were both collected on the Cobourg 
Peninsula by John Gilbert and were prepared as skins. These are now in the NHM and are shown in Fig. 88. 
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(1912) records another adult male skin and skull from 
Port Essington, which must be 128a (see below) but with 
no further details. The NMH also has several P. alecto 
specimens collected from various localities on the voyages 
of the Fly and Rattlesnake , many by MacGillivray. There 
is also a MacGillivray specimen from Port Essington in 
National Museums Liverpool. 

The Black Flying-fox was still common at Port Essington 
during the CSIRO surveys. Johnson’s suggestion (Specht 
1964: 466) that collectors in the area might not have been 
able to distinquish between Pteropus alecto and Pteropus 
scapulatus (the Little Red Flying-fox) does not seem likely 
to us, particularly in the case of the astute John Gilbert. The 
only specimen that has been found of Pteropus scapulatus 
from Port Essington is a male taken by Newsome at Danger 
Point in 1961 (see next page). 


Specimens: 

LIVM D.474. F. Skin. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, received from MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 
No original field label. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.122 (128b). F, adult. Skin and skull. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 128a. M. Skin and skull. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Collection unknown. 

USN M 284142-43.2F. Skinsand skulls. Collected by David Johnson 

at Cape Don on 21 September 1948 (Specht 1964:467). 

ANWC Ml 101 (M); 1188 (F); 2F. Skins, with field numbers CP136, 
CP14 (subsequently registered as MI972, M1973). Smith 
Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 188). 



Fig. 88. Lectotype (BMNH 1842.5.26.5 /291a) (the larger male on the right) and paralectotype (BMNH 1842.5.26.4) (the smaller female on 
the left) ol the Antilopme Wallaby Macropus (= Osphranter) antilopinus Gould. 1842. Both these "very fine specimens ” were collected at 
Port Essington by John Gilbert. © The Natural History Museum, London. 
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Little Red Flying-fox 

Current name: Pteropus scapulatus Peters, 1862. 

Specimen: 

NTM U3550 (old number NTM 385). M. Collected by A.E. 

Newsome at Danger Point, 15 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 188 and NTM database). 

INSECTIVOROUS BATS 
Listed by Gilbert as “ Vespertilio 

Nab=or=a=mine=min of the Aborigines. 

This is a common Species and is seen flying about 
the Houses in the Settlement in great numbers during 
the evening. 

Vespertilio 

Nab=or=a=mine=min of the Aborigines. 

This like the above is abundant , seen flying about 
the houses in the settlement, they are often found in 
hollow branches of dead trees. ” 

It is not obvious from this description which two 
species Gilbert was referring to. The following species 
of insectivorous bat have been recorded at Port Essington 
(Calaby and Keith, in Frith and Calaby 1974; Thomson 
1991): 

Vespertilionid bats: 

Chalinolobus nigrogriseus - Hoary Wattled Bat 
Chalinolobus gouldii - Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Scotorepens greyii - Little Broad-nosed Bat 
Nyctophilus bifax daedalus - Eastern Long-cared Bat 
Nyctophilus arnhemensis — Northern Long-cared Bat 
Myotis macropus (Myotis moluccarum richardsi - new 
subspecies, see Kitchener et al 1995) — Large-footed 
Myotis. 

Vespadelusfinlaysoni — Finlayson’s Cave Bat 

Non-vespertilionid bats: 

Mormopterus loriae cobourgiana - Western Little 
Free-tailed Bat 

Saccolaimusflaviventris— Yellow-bellied Sheath-tailed 
Bat 

Rhinonicteris aurantia - Orange Leaf-nosed Bat. 

Some of these arc unlikely to be the species noted by 
Gilbert. Myotis macropus feeds mainly over water, which 
does not fit his description. Rhinonicteris aurantia was not 
described until 1845 from material collected by Dr Sibbald, 
the colony’s surgeon, after Gilbert had left Port Essington. 
The type of Mormopterus loriae cobourgiana , a molossid, 
was not collected until 1948 (Johnson 1964); it is a very 
isolated and rare form of the Little Free-tailed Bat which 
only occurs in the area around the Cobourg Peninsula (see 
the following account for details of specimens of all these 
species). 

It is worth noting that, of the insectivorous bats recorded 
from Port Essington, those of the genera Chalinolobus, 
Scotorepens, Nyctophilus, Mormopterus and Saccolaimus 


are all known to be tree-roosters, thus fitting Gilbert’s 
second description. The others usually roost in caves or 
buildings. 

Compared to other families of mammals, Gilbert 
appeared to spend very little time collecting bats. It does 
seem that he was restricted by the mutual exclusiveness of 
the field techniques for collecting bats and other vertebrates 
- bats needed different nets, were difficult to shoot in the 
dark, and it would have been almost impossible to fit in 
night collecting on top of other duties. However, one does 
wonder how much material Gilbert did collect, only to be 
later discarded by museums; bat specimens are particularly 
prone to damage as their wings get so brittle, and when 
stored as spirit specimens are even more vulnerable to 
curatorial whims. 

No specimens of Lesser Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus 
geoffroyi or Northern Bent-winged Bat Miniopterus 
schreibersii orianae appear to have been collected at Port 
Essington. but both occur on the northern coast of the 
Northern Territory according to Strahan (1995), Van Dyck 
and Strahan (2008), Thomson (1991) and Walton (1988). 
John Gray also recorded a specimen of the White-striped 
Free-tailed Bat Molossus australis (= Tadarida australis 
(Gray, 1838)), from Port Essington in his list of material 
at the BM (Gray 1841a: 400), but this specimen cannot 
now be found (Paula Jenkins pers. comm. 2006); it is an 
extremely unlikely record. 

No bats from Port Essington were collected by Johnson 
on his excursion to Cobourg Peninsula in 1948 (Johnson, 
in Specht 1964). 

HIPPOSIDER1DAE 
Orange Leaf-nosed Bat 

Current name: Rhinonicteris aurantia (Gray, 1845). 

Three specimens of “ Rhinolophus aurantius ” were 
recorded by Dobson (1878) as being at the BM (there must 
once have been four) and two old specimens were listed as 
being in the collections at Leiden by Jentinck (1888: 165) 
and are still present in the collections of RMNF1. Gould 
listed “3 small Australian bats” in his letter to Temminck 
of 1850, and it is quite possible that two of the three were 
these Orange Leaf-nosed Bats. All six specimens should be 
considered as having possible type status. 

Specimens: 

BMNtl 1845.5.13.3. M. Spirit specimen and skull. Found by Dr 
Sibbald flying near the hospital at Victoria, Port Essington 
[1838-184*4], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 
Designated “type” of Rhinolophus aurantius Gray, 1845 by 
Dobson (1878) = lectotype. Gray in his original description 
(1845a: 405-406) described and gave measurements for 
both male and female, Mahoney and Walton (in Walton 
1988: 127) listed the syntypes as “including" BMN1I 
1845.5.13.3, but Dobson (1878) only listed this specimen as 
the type and Thomas added the remark “Type of aurantia. 
Gray” against the entry for this specimen in the margin of 
the NHM Register. 
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BMNH 1845.5.13.4. “Rhinolophus in spirit, Port Essington” 
recorded in Register, but now missing from collection. 
[Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington, 1838-1844]. 
Probably from the type series of Rhinolophus aurantius 
Gray, 1845. 

BMNH 1845.5.13.5. Skin and partial skull. Collected [by Dr 
Sibbald] at Victoria. Port Essington [1838-1844], Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby. Probably from the type series of 
Rhinolophus aurantius Gray, 1845. 

BMNH 1845.5.13.6. “Rhinolophus, skin, Victoria, Port Essington” 
recorded in Register, but now missing from collection. 
[Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington. 1838-1844]. 
Probably from the type series of Rhinolophus aurantius 
Gray, 1845. 

RMNH 35315 and a. Jentinck’s catalogue 1. Adult. Mount on stand. 

Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. Possibly from 
the type series of Rhinolophus aurantius Gray, 1845. 
RMNH 35316 and b. Jentinck’s catalogue 2. Adult. Mount on stand. 

Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. Possibly from 
the type series of Rhinolophus aurantius Gray, 1845. 


EMBALLONURIDAE 

Yellow-bellied Sheath-tailed Bat 

Current name: Saccolaimusflaviventris (Peters, 1867). 

Specimen: 

ANWC M1896, 1900, 1 unregistered but with field number CP147. 

3M. Skins. Smith Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 189). 


MOLOSSIDAE 

Western Little Free-tailed Bat 

Current name: Monnopterus loriae cobourgiana Johnson, 
1959. 

Specimen: 

USNM 284243. F. Skin and skull. Collected by David Johnson a 
mile inland from Black Rock Point, on 25 September 1948. 
Designated holotype of Tadarida loriae cobourgiana 
Johnson, 1959 (see Specht 1964:481). 


VESPERTILIONIDAE 

Northern Long-eared Bat 

Current name: Nyctophilus arnhemensis Johnson, 1959. 

Specimens: 

NTM U4091. Collected by D. Milne at Black Point, 29 October 
2000. From NTM database. 

ANWC M1083,1088,1918.2M, IF. Skins. Collected at Smith Point, 
2 and 17 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 192). 

Eastern Long-eared Bat 

Current name: Nyctophilus bifax daedalus Thomas, 
1915. 

Another species that Gilbert may well have seen is 
the Eastern Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus bifax daedalus 
Thomas. A skull from a female bat from Port Essington, 
via the collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, is in the dry 
collection at the NHM. It is marked timoriensis but from 


the locality this must be incorrect. The skull fits best with 
Nyctophilus daedalus (named bifax daedalus in Strahan 
1995: 500-501 and Van Dyck and Strahan 2008, and listed 
as a form of Nyctophilus gouldii by Walton 1988: 140, but 
considered to be a distinct species by Parnaby (pers. comm. 

1995)). The bottle containing the first two skins listed below 
(1847.7.21.15 and 16) was also labelled timoriensis ; this 
Oldfield Thomas has amended to daedalus. 

The CSIRO survey collected both Nyctophilus bifax 
daedalus and Nyctophilus anthemenis (see above) at Port 
Essington. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1847.7.21.16. F. Spirit specimen and skull. Port Essington, 
collector not marked, but in BMNH Register is listed as a 
John MacGillivray specimen from H.M.S. Fly [if so, was 
collected 1843-1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 
BMNH 1847.7.21.15. M. Spirit specimen (in same jar as above), 
no skull. Port Essington, probably collected by John 
MacGillivray [1843-1845], as above. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

BMNFI 3.7.[19]17.6. M. Spirit specimen and skull. Collected at Port 
Essington. Collection of Mr Allen. 

ANWC M1919. M. Skin. Collected over freshwater lagoon. Smith 
Point [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 192). 

Gould’s Wattled Bat 

Current name: Chalinolobus gouldii (Gray, 1841). 

As noted below under Scotorepens grey 'd, the specimens 
with accession numbers BMNH 1842.8.17.11 and 14 
were entered in the NHM Register as “Vespertilio” Port 
Essington. They were recorded in Gray’s manuscript 
Catalogue of Mammalia (Pr imates and Chiroptera, page 
118) as Scotopliilus Gouldii , both “young”. Unfortunately 
neither can now be found in the collections to check their 
identity. Gray’s holotype of Chalinolobus gouldii is BMNH 
1841.151 o, from Launceston, Tasmania. 

Specimen: 

NTM U2115 (NTM 363) (spirit specimen), U2116 (NTM 3650) 
(skull). F. Collected by A.E. Newsome over an open area, 
Danger Point, 8 August 1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 191 
and NTM database). 

Hoary Wattled Bat 

Current name: Chalinolobus nigrogriseus (Gould, 
1856). 

A specimen of Chalinolobus nigrogriseus in the Gould 
Collection was recorded by Dobson (1878: 252) as being 
from Port Essington; it would almost certainly have been 
collected by John Gilbert. Unfortunately it cannot now be 
found in the NHM collections. Two spirit specimens of 
this species from Port Essington were donated to the BM 
by the Earl of Derby, and were probably collected by John 
MacGillivray when H.M.S. Fly visited Port Essington. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1844.6.13.1. M. Spirit specimen and skull, labelled 
Chalinolobus rogersi. Port Essington [collected 1843], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 
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BMNH 1844.6.13.2. As above; the skin in the same jar, but no skull 
present in the dry collection. 

NTM U4084-U4087, U4089-U4090. Collected by D. Milne at 
Black Point, 28 October 2000. From NTM database. 

ANWC Ml 102; 1103; 1138; 2 with field nos. CP129; 130 (now 
registered as M1972 and M1973); 2 with field nos. 155; 156 
(never registered and cannot now be found). Skins. Smith 
Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 191). 

ANWC Ml 116. Skin. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965- 
1968]. (Frith and Calaby 1974; 191). ANWC specimens in 
total with above: 1M, 6F and 1 indet. 


Large-footed Myotis (or Large-footed Mouse-eared 
Bat) 

Current name: Myotis moluccantm richardsi Kitchener 
et a/., 1995 (Myotis macropus in Van Dyck and Strahan 
2008). 

The NHM collections include two skulls of Myotis 
macropus, collected from the time of the naval settlement 
at Port Essington. They are both mislabelled with the 
same, wrong, Register number; they should probably be 
47.7.21.15 and 16. Two specimens in alcohol are probably 
the matching skins. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1847.7.“l4’j= 21?].15. 2 skulls with same number, labelled 
M moluccantm. These probably belong to two skins in 
separate jars of alcohol, one labelled [I8]47.7."I4”[- 21?].15 
(“Port Essington. Earl of Derby”) and the other without 
a number (“Port Essington. MacGillivray”). Collected 
by John MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1848]. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

NTM U2828. Collected on the Cobourg Peninsula by B. Walsh, 
24 February 1980. From NTM database. 

ANWC Ml089; 1099; 1934-6. 2M; 3F. Skins. Collected at Smith 

Point [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 190). 

Little Broad-nosed Bat 

Current name: Scotorepensgreyii (Gray, 1843). 

A species of vespertilionid bat that was probably 
collected by John Gilbert is Scotorepens greyii (Gray, 
1843), the Little Broad-nosed Bat, which roosts mainly in 
tree-hollows (Strahan 1995; Van Dyck and Strahan 2008). 
Gilbert is thought to have collected the type specimen, 
which was figured in Richardson’s Zoology> of the voyage 
of H.M.S. Erebus and Terror (1844-1875, pi.20, fig.2). 
Gould noted in his account of this species in The mammals 
of Australia (1845-1863) under Scotophilus greyi that “It is 
said to be a very rare species, and not to have been hitherto 
found in any other part of Australia than Port Essington ”. 
Unfortunately, Gould did not record the author’s name, but 
he was probably quoting Gilbert. 

Dobson (1878) listed four specimens of Scotophilus 
greyii from Port Essington in the BM. The first, a, - which 
he marked as the type - was received from the Earl of 
Derby, but the others (b - d) have no recorded donor. 
Oldfield Thomas later annotated the Mammal Section copy 
of Dobson’s catalogue with “b. Type. Gr. J. Gould (Purch). 
[ 18J42.8.17.12, 14, 15”. The cabinet skin of the type is 
labelled as being purchased from Gould, but the skull is 


marked “Earl of Derby, [skin] in al.”. Perhaps the skin 
was later dried, or perhaps this remark referred to BMNH 
1844.6.13.2, which is in alcohol. An additional complication 
is that this latter number is recorded in the Register as a 
“Squalus ” (a fish) from Port Essington, purchased from 
Mr Dring. 

The NHM Register entries for 1842.8.17.11 and 14 are 
also listed as “ Vespertilio ” specimens from Port Essington 
and might have been of this species, although they were 
recorded in Gray’s manuscript Catalogue of Mammalia 
(Primates and Chiroptera, page 118) as Scotophilus Gouldii, 
both “young”. Unfortunately neither can now be found 
in the collections (see entry for Chalinolobus gouldii, 
above). 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.8.17.12. F. skin and skull. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 

Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated 
type of Scotophilus greyii Gray, 1843 = holotype. 

BMNH 1842.8.17.15. Skin. Port Essington [collected 1838-1842], 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.8.17.16. Skin. Port Essington [collected 1838-1842], 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1844.6.13.2 (but this is a Squalus in the Register). M. 

Spirit specimen and skull. Port Essington [collected 1843], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

NTM U4088. Collected at Black Point by D. Milne, 28 October 
2000. From NTM database. 

ANWC Ml 117. F. Skin. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 192). 

Finlayson’s Cave Bat 

Current name: Vespadelus finlaysoni (Kitchener, Jones 
and Caputi, 1987). 

Specimen: 

ANWC M1923. F. Collected at Smith Point, over an open area at the 
forest edge, 13 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 191). 

RODENTIA: MURIDAE 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Mils? 

Mil=core of the Aborigines 
This little Animal is only seen on the beach where 
there are large Cctsuarina trees, in the dead hollow 
branches of the latter they form a nest of dry fine 
grass, and retire during the day; In the evening they 
leave these places for the beach, when they may be 
seen running along at the edge of the surf as it rolls 
up and recedes from the sandy beach; they seem to 
feed on any animat matter washed up by the surf. ” 
Brush-tailed Rabbit-rat 

Current name: Coniluruspenicillatus (Gould, 1842). 

Originally described as Mus penicillatus by John Gould 
in 1842 (Gould 1842b: 12), this animal is also known by the 
synonyms Hapalotis melanura Gray, 1844 and Hapalotis 
hemileucura Gould, 1858. Gould described the latter from a 
specimen collected by J.R. Elsey on the Gregory Expedition 
of 1855-1856. 
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Gould also used a variation of his first name for this 
engaging rodent - Hapalotis penicillata , the “Pencil-tailed 
Hapalotis” - in The mammals of Australia (1845-1863). 
This entry was issued in part 3, which was published in 
1851. Here Gould quoted John Gilbert’s Port Essington 
notes in their entirety, with minor changes. Gould also 
added 

“ ... in which part of the country it was also obtained 
by Mr. MacGillivray and sent by him to the late 
Ear! of Derby; specimens from the same country 
are also contained in the collection at the British 
Museum. ” 

Only one specimen collected by John MacGillivray can 
now be located - a specimen in alcohol which was donated 
by Lord Derby to the BM in 1844. It is not known if there 
were any others - there are no such specimens of Conilurus 
penicillata listed in the 13th Earl of Derby’s Stock Books, 
which cover the collections now housed at NML. 

The type specimen of Muspenicillatus was collected by 
John Gilbert on the sea shore at Port Essington. It is recorded 
in the NHM Register as Hapalotis melanura; it was also 
figured under this synonym in Sir John Richardson’s Voyage 
ofH.M.S. Erebus and Terror ( 1844-1875: pl.29, fig.2). 

An immature specimen of C. penicillatus which 
belonged to Gould was donated to the BM in the year of his 
death. It had been collected at Port Essington by Assistant 
Surgeon Richard Tilston, by inference (fromTilston’s dates 
at Port Essington), this was between 1838 and 1849. 

Calaby and Keith found Brush-tailed Rabbit-rats 
common on the beaches, and they were seen climbing in the 
branches of Casuarina. They were also common in eucalypt 
forest and woodland away from the beaches. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.13. M. Skin and skull. Collected by John Gilbert 
on the sea shore. Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould 
Collection. Designated holotype of Mus penicillatus Gould, 
1842 and of Hapalotis melanura Gray, 1844. 

BMNH 1844.10.17.29. Spirit specimen and skull. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1844], Collection of 
the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1881.4.6.4. Immature. Skin and skull. Collected by 
Assistant Surgeon Richard Tilston at Port Essington [1838— 
1849], Collection of Sir J. Richardson, originally Gould 
Collection. 

NTM U2200- U2211(old numbers NTM 247 - 258). Collected by 
A.E. Newsome at Danger Point, 11-14 August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 194 and NTM database). 

NTM U2216 and U2217 (old numbers NTM 5593 and 5594). 

Collected by David Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
February 1969 and January 1966. From NTM database. 
NTM U0472. Collected by K. Martin at the Ranger Station, 
Cobourg Peninsula, 10 September 1980. From NTM 
database. 

NTM U5303. Collected by G.W. Lindner at Araru Point, Cobourg 

Peninsula, 23 June 2001. From NTM database. 

ANWC M1056; 1060-1062; 1065; 1066; 1076; 1086; 1217. Smith 
Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 
ANWC M1202; 1205; 1233; 3615. Black Point [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 

ANWC M1222. Caiman Creek [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 194). 


ANWC Ml 140; 1148. Victoria, Port Essington [collected 1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 

ANWC M1037. Collected south east of Smith Point [1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974:194). 

ANWC M1038-1041. Collected between Stewart Point and 
Kuper Point, Port Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 194). 

ANWC M1152; 1162; 1164; 1165; 1170. Collected on the east side of 
Port Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 
ANWC Mil 10; 1111. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 

ANWC M1002; 1004-1010. Collected two miles east of Edwards 
Point, Port Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
194). 

ANWC [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 194). 

Black-footed Tree-rat 

Current name: Mesembriomys gouldii gouldii (Gray, 
1843). 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Mus 

Ar=bur=uk=un of the Aborigines 
l did not succeed in obtaining a specimen recently 
caught of this species; the one specimen in my 
collection had been kept in confinement near 
eighteen months, not an individual has been seen 
since the hurricane of 1839, previous to which 
time they were tolerably abundant in and about the 
Settlement. ” 

The Black-footed Tree-rat was originally described 
as Mus hirsutus by John Gould (1842b: 12), but due to 
the previous use of hirsutus in Mus by Elliott in 1839, 
John Gray renamed the animal Hapalotis gouldii (Gray 
1843: 116). Although Gould’s account in The mammals of 
Australia (1845-1863, issued in part 9) was not published 
until 1857, he still used the obsolete name hirsutus. In this 
entry, Gould wrote: 

“The discovery of this rare Australian animal is 
due to the researches of the late Mr Gilbert, who 
obtained a single specimen during his sojourn at 
Port Essington ... since that period a second example 
from the same locality has been sent to this country, 
and, as well as the former, deposited in the British 
Museum. ” 

Gould’s original description of Mus hirsutus is exact 
about the nature of the type material he had in front of 
him: 

“Of this large and curious Rat, Mi: Gould regretted 
that he did not possess a perfect skin; the somewhat 
mutilated skin which he exhibited, together with a 
perfect skeleton, however, displayed characters very 
distinct from other species of Mus ." 

This animal is indeed in the collections at the NHM, 
and consists of a very poor skin and an excellent skeleton 
(Fig. 89), both marked as the type of Mus hirsutus. The 
teeth are extremely deformed, no doubt as a result of the 
animal’s 18 months in captivity (Fig. 90 and cover). The 
skin and skeleton also comprise the holotype of Gray’s 
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Figs 89,90. Mounted skeleton of Black-looted Tree-rat Mesembriomys gouldii goulclii, from the collections of the NHM (BMNM 1842.5.26.18). 
Fig. 89. entire skeleton. This, with its very poor skin (not shown), is the holotype of Mus hirsulus Gould, 1842 and also of Hapalotisgouldii 
Gray, 1843. Fig. 90, the close-up more clearly shows the seriously deformed incisor teeth, with the upper set curving back into the skull, 
probably due to the animal having been kept in captivity for 18 months. & The Natural History Museum, London. 


Hapalotis gouldii', Gray’s description (1843: 116) specifies 
the same skeleton and “imperfect skin, unstuffed” as the type 
material. The other specimen mentioned by Gould in The 
mammals of Australia must be an individual purchased by 
the BM from the dealer Jamrach in 1850, although this has 
no locality or other details. This animal has been labelled by 
Oldfield Thomas as “specimen]. fig[ured] (as M. hirsulus 
Gould, Gray?) in Gould's Mamm[als of] Australia] but 
not the original of the description] in PZS”. The Jamrach 
specimen is not mentioned in Tate (1951). 

Johnson did not collect any Black-footed Tree-rats on his 
excursion through the Cobourg Peninsula in 1948. Calaby 
and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 1974) however found it 
moderately common. They caught numerous specimens, 
eight of which were sent live to the CSIRO laboratories in 
Canberra for study. Five of these were eventually added to 
the collections after their deaths; they had been in captivity 
for up to two and a half years. 

Specimens: 

BM N H 1842.5.26.18 (Figs 89,90 and cover). M. Skin (1842.5.26.18X, 

kept in type cupboard on 4th floor of NW block, very 
poor condition) and mounted skeleton (1842.5.26.18, also 
numbered 832, kept in mounted rodent skeleton cupboard 
in the Osteology Room, in the basement of the Waterhouse 
building. Labelled “Gould’s Jerboa Rat’’. In excellent 
condition but with extremely abnormal upper and lower 
incisors, presumably due to captivity.) Obtained by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841), formerly a caged 
animal. Designated holotype of Mus hirsulus Gould, 1842 
and of Hapalotis goulclii Gray, 1843. 

BMNH 1850.10.31.12. Skin and skull (460b). [Port Essington, 
collected 1838-1849]. Purchased from “Mr Jamrack” 
[Jamrach]. 

NTM U2686 and U2687 (old numbers NTM 4289 and 4290). 

Collected on the Cobourg Peninsula by David Lindner, 
8 September 1968. From NTM database. 

ANWC Ml226; 1228; 1231; 1277; 1278; 1299; 1300. Smith Point 
[collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 195). 

ANWC Ml 192. Point Priest, Port Bremer [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 195). 

ANWC M1224; 3747. Caiman Creek [collected 1965-1968] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 195). 

ANWC material combined: seven males, three females and one 
undetermined. Eight animals were brought back to Canberra alive 
(five of these are M1277. 1278, 1299, 1300 and 3747). 


Delicate Mouse 

Listed by Gilbert as " Mus 

Mo=lvne=be of the Aborigines 
1 only saw this species on one occasion on the Native 
Companion Plain near Point Smith, at the entrance 
of the Harbour, when I found four in one hole; the 
hole ran along a few inches below the surface for 
about five feet in a zigzag manner, at the end of 
which the hole was enlarged into a round hollow, 
where [there] was a nest of fine dried grass in which 
I caught the four. ” 

Current name: Pseudomys delicatulus (Gould, 1842). 

The locality “Native Companion Plains” was named by 
Major Campbell after the Brolgas that could be seen there 
(Campbell 1834) but the name no longer survives. The area 
is situated to the south-east of Smith Point and includes the 
site of the present air-strip (Calaby and Keith, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 194). 

Gould’s original description of Mus delicatulus in 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society> (1842b: 13) did not 
include a locality, but does mention that he exhibited two 
specimens at the Zoological Society meeting of 25 January 
1842. These two must be those now in the NHM, and were 
probably all out of the group of four found by Gilbert that 
were retained; no others appear to be present in the NHM 
or in museums such as RMNH or NML. The NHM Register 
indeed records that just two specimens were purchased from 
Gould in May 1842, listed under the name Mus a/birostris 
Gould (a name, according to Gould, only used by him 
in manuscript and made obsolete by the publication of 
the name Mus delicatulus, see Gould’s The mammals of 
Australia 1845-1863, vol. 3: text to plate 23, issued in part 
7 in 1855). These Register entries were amended in 1921 
by Oldfield Thomas to read delicatulus. Thomas (1921) 
selected one of the two NHM specimens as the holotype 
(= lectotype). 

Gould’s account in The mammals of Australia used 
Gilbert’s words almost verbatim, after first remarking 
that: 
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“The contour and general colouring of this, the 
smallest and most beautiful species of Mus yet 
discovered in the great country of A ustralia, strongly 
remind one of the pretty little harvest mouse ... of our 
own islands. It is a native of Port Essington, where 
it was discovered by the late Mr. Gilbert, and all we 
know respecting it is comprised in the following brief 
notice of it in his Journal... ” 

Johnson (in Specht 1964) did not collect any Pseudomys 
delicatulus on the Cobourg Peninsula, but made detailed 
observations on the burrows of this species at Rocky Bay and 
Yirrkalla, on Cape Arnhem Peninsula. The CS1RO survey 
found the Delicate Mouse common around Port Essington. It 
occurred in areas of sandy soil and was particularly abundant 
on the inner side of the beach dunes where there was some 
ground cover. The burrows were as Gilbert described them, 
simple, with a single entrance and no deeper than 40 cm. 
A collection of seven regurgitated Boobook owl pellets the 
survey staff found under a Casuarina tree contained the 
remains of at least five Delicate Mice. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.17. Skin and skull. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Point Smith [= Smith Point] [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. 
Designated lectotypc of Pseudomys (= Mus) delicatulus 
Gould, 1842 by Thomas (1921: 432) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1842.5.26.18. Skin and skull. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. From the type 
series of Mus delicatulus Gould, 1842 = paralectotype. 
NTM U3285 and U4055 (old numbers NTM 415 and 4788). 

Collected by A.E. Newsome at Danger Point, 12 August 
1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 193 and NTM database). 
ANWC M1072-1075; 1078-1081; 1085; 1097; 1100; 1128-1130; 1211; 

1212; 1215; 1218. Smith Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 193). 

ANWC Ml 109. Collected one mile east of Smith Point [1965-1968] 

(Frith and Calaby 1974: 193). 

ANWC M1077. Collected 2.5 miles south cast of Smith Point [1965- 

1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 193). 

ANWC Ml 139; 1146; 1147. Victoria, Port Essington [collected 1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 193). 

ANWC M1003. Collected two miles cast of Edwards Point, Port 
Bremer [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 193). 

The NTM and ANWC collections combined comprise nine males 
and sixteen females. Additionally, nine specimens were returned 
alive to Canberra. 

Australian Water Rat 

Current name: Hydromys chrysogaster Geo (Troy, 1804. 

It should be noted that there is an old specimen of 
Hydromys chrysogaster in the collections at RMNU, 
labelled on the front of the mount as “Port Essington”. 
Pencilled labelling underneath the stand reads “Port of the 
???arorn” (which could be “Port Essington”). There are 
no other data, and so no real evidence that John Gilbert or 
anyone else ever collected Australian Water Rats there. 
Specimen: 

RMNH 20344 and b. Mount. ?Port Essington. Unknown (Old) 
Collection. 


Grassland Melomys 

Current name: Melomys burtoni (Ramsay, 1887). 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1881.4.6.3. Skin and skull. Collected by Assistant 
Surgeon Richard Tilston at Port Essington [1838-1849], 
Gould Collection, formerly from the collection of Sir 
John Richardson. J.A. Mahoney has changed “ Melomus 
cervinipes” [= Melomys cervinipes (Gould, 1852), which 
does not reach the Northern Territory] on the label to 
“melicus or australius ”, both these names being synomys of 
M. burtoni. 

USNM 284423-24. M and F. Skins and skulls. Collected by David 
Johnson at Black Rock Point, 30 September 1948 (Specht 
1964:490). 

USNM 284425-28. M and F, skins and skulls; M, skeleton; F, skull. 

Collected by David Johnson at Popharn Bay, 6 October 1948 
(Specht 1964:490). 

NTM U2641-U2651 (old numbers NTM 261-271). Collected by 
A.E. Newsome at Danger Point, 5 10 August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 196 and NTM database). 

NTM U5145 and U5146. Collected by R. Belcher at Black Point, 
21 November 1995. From NTM database. 

ANWC M1017-19; 1026; 1027; 1042, 1082, 1213, 1214, 1216. Smith 
Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 196). 
ANWC Ml 043-55; 1126; 1198-1200; 1203, 1204. 1206-8; 1234-7. 

Black Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 196). 

ANWC M1067-70. Record Point [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 196). 

ANWC M1142; 1143. Victoria, Port Essington [collected 1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 196). 

ANWC M1171-3. Collected on the east side of Port Bremer [1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 196). 

ANWC M1160. Collected on the west side of Port Bremer [1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 196). 

ANWC Ml 174-87. Collected to the south-west of Port Bremer 
[1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 196). 

ANWC M2883-6. Two Hills Bay [collected 1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 196). 

The ANWC and NTM material combined equalled 39 males and 
31 females. Four additional specimens were taken back to Canberra 
alive byCSIRO. 

Pale Field-rat 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Mus 

Mo=l urn and Mo=lvne=be of the Aborigines 
This is a common species on every part of the 
Peninsula and some of the adjacent Islands in Van 
Diemens Gulf. In many parts of the country (and 
more particularly near the mainland) it is extremely 
abundant, in the neighbourhood of Marshes Lakes 
and other low situations, burrowing under-ground to 
a great distance, the holes generally running parellel 
[sic] with the surface varying from one to two feet 
beneath, so much so in some parts of the country, 
that in the dry season, it is scarcely possible to walk 
along, without almost every moment sinking up to the 
knees. Around the settlement it is much less abundant, 
and is not often met with in the houses. ” 

Current name: Rattus tunneyi tunneyi (Thomas, 1904). 

This description could only apply to Rattus tunneyi, 
which likes to burrow in friable soil. The only other similar 
rodent common in the Port Essington area is Melomys 
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burtoni, but this makes only short burrows, if at all. A 
contemporary report from the settlement at the time (Anon, 
1840) remarked on the problems they had with rats; for 
instance many water melons 

"... are destroyed by rats which are innumerable. 
Peas, beans, Indian corn, or other grain, sown is 
almost immediately destroyed by these vermin; they 
even undermine the huts. ” 

Calaby and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 1974) considered 
that, unless a population of Rattus rattus arrived with the 
garrison and has since become extinct, these newspaper 
remarks must have referred to Rattus tunneyi. John Calaby 
was still of this view in the 1990s. 

John Gould did not notice the singularity of this animal, 
despite being sent more than one specimen by John Gilbert. 
Two collected by Gilbert (from Western Australia, where 
it is now almost extinct) are in the Gould Collection at 
Leiden, for many years stored and listed under the name Mus 
gouldii (= Pseudomys gouldii ) which presumably Gould 
had thought them to be. They were re-identified as Rattus 
tunneyi by the late Jack Mahoney in 1966 (Mahoney 1969, 
identification agreed by Taylor and Horner 1973: 91). 

Another misidentified Rattus tunneyi was found in the 
Gould Collection at the NHM by Jack Mahoney (Mahoney 
1974). It had been registered in 1842 (as “ Mus ... A new 
Rat”), but identified as Mus penicillatus (= Conilurus 
penicillatus) on the label and in John Gray’s List of 
specimens of Mammalia in the collection of the British 
Museum (1843). According to the latter, it had been collected 
at Port Essington (although it is not labelled or registered 
as such). If it is from Port Essington, then from the date 
of registration the specimen (BMNH 1842.5.26.12, see 
specimens table) must almost certainly have been collected 
by John Gilbert. 

Rattus tunneyi was not obtained by David Johnson on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, but the CSIRO party found it common, 
digging out many burrows to identify the relationships 
between the animals in each burrow system. Taylor and 
Horner (1973) collected a large series of this species on the 
Cobourg Peninsula in 1965; it was largely on the basis of this 
material, and that collected by the rest of the CSIRO party, 
that they chose to reject Rattus woodwardi, R. melvillensis 
and R. tunneyi dispar as separate taxa (Taylor and Homer 
1973: 94). The variation within the joint Cobourg series 
was at least as great as that displayed by the specimens 
described under these three names. Taylor and Horner also 
noted - as Gilbert had done - that the burrows of the Pale 
Field-rat collapsed easily, particularly in sandy soil. Taylor 
and Horner, and Calaby and Keith (in Frith and Calaby 
1974) all noted that many burrows had been broken by the 
hooves of cattle; others had been taken over by goannas, 
which enlarged them. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.5.26.12. Skin (141c) and skull. “New Holland” (Port 
Essington according to Gray, 1843, in which case it was 
collected 1838-1842). Gould Collection. 


ANWC Ml084; 1090-1096; 1131; 1134; 1193. Collected at Smith 
Point [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC Ml 107; 1108. Collected one mile east of Smith Point [1965- 

1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC Ml 104-1106. Collected two miles east-south-east of Smith 
Point [1965-1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC M1120-1125. Collected at Black Point [1965-1968] (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC M1127. Collected one mile east of Black Point [1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC M122I. Collected at Caiman Creek [1965-1968] (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC Ml 115. Collected at Point Priest, Port Bremer [1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC Ml 118. Collected two miles south west of Point Priest [1965- 
1968] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). 

ANWC M2882, CP2421. Collected at Two Hills Bay [1965-1968] 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 197). ANWC material in total: 15 
males and 13 females. 

MVZB MVZ134337-134371 (total 35). Collected by J. Mary Taylor 
and B. Elizabeth Horner from Victoria, Port Essington 
and the McArthur River, July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 197). 

MVZB MVZ134336. Collected by J.M. Taylor and B.E. Horner 
from Lizard Bay, Port Bremer, July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 197). 

See Taylor and Horner 1973: 123 for full details of all the CSIRO 
(ANWC) and MVZB material. 

SIRENIA: DUGONGIDAE 

Dugong 

Current name: Dugong dugon (Muller, 1776). 

Two Dugong skulls were mentioned in a letter from J.B. 
Jukes to Lord Derby (12 December 1844, National Museums 
Liverpool Archives MM/8/K/8/47), one of which had been 
collected at Port Essington: “ There is also a Dugong Skull 
of Mr MacGillivrays, as l have sent a Skull and Bones 
[presumbably also of Dugong] I got at Port Essington to 
Prof. Owen". MacGillivray’s skull is probably one which 
is now in the NHM, which was donated by Lord Derby in 
1846 (BMNH 1846.8.26.4, labelled Darnley Islands, Torres 
Straits). Richard Owen published an account of the Dugong 
material which Jukes had sent him (but which Owen said 
had been collected in the Endeavour Strait) in Appendix 
No. VI of the account of the voyage of H.M.S. Fly (Jukes 
1847: 323-331). There are three Jukes Collection Dugong 
skulls in the collections of the NHM, but none are labelled 
Port Essington. 

Specimens: 

NTM U2271-2278 and U4064. Dugong material collected by 

David Lindner on the Cobourg Peninsula, 1967. From NTM 
database. 

USNM 284443-55. 5 skulls and 8 sets of mandibles. Collected by 
David Johnson at Black Rock Point between 29 September 
and 1 October 1948 (Specht 1964: 506). 

USNM 284456-57. Skull fragments and mandibles. Collected by 
David Johnson at Popham Bay, 6 October 1948 (Specht 
1964: 506). 

USNM 284458-59. 2 skulls. Collected by David Johnson at Cape 
Don, 7 October 1948 (Specht 1964: 506). 
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Table 1 . Forms of mammals collected at Port Essington. by date left to right, and in modem taxonomic order. 
P = Possibly; M = John MacGillivray; I = John Ince. 


Mammal species recorded from the 
Cobourg Peninsula 

1838-1844 

1839-1841 

1840-1841 

1843-1845 

1844-1849 

Undated 

Sept. 1948 

Aug. 1961 

July-Aug. 

1965 

1961-1968 

1969-1970 



C/i 

<D 

E 

03 



G 

O 

John MacGillivray 

C 

o 

QJ 

E 

<D 

c 

o 

X 


l-M 

<D 

G 


Dr. Sibbalc 

u 

E 

.2 

% 

JO 

O 

c 

sz 

o 

H.M.S. FI) 

H 

T3 

03 

-C 

O 

5 

.G 

O 

’> 

G 

Q 

% 

Z 

ui 

< 

TD 

G 

G 

CS1RO 

C 

’> 

03 

Q 

Tachyglossus aculeatus 

Dasyurus hallucatus 



P 



* 

* 



* 

* 

Antechinus hellus 





* 



* 


* 


Phascogalepirata (collector unknown) 
Isoodon macrourus 



* 

*(M) 



* 



* 


Petaurus breviceps ariel 


* 

* 

*(M&I) 



* 




* 

Trichosaurus vulpecula arnhemensis 



* 



* 

* 



* 


Macropus agilis agilis 




*(M) 

p 


* 



* 


Macropus antilopinus 


* 

* 







* 


Macroglossus minimus 










* 


Pleropus alecto gouldii 

Pteropus scapulatus 

Rhinonicteris aurantius 

* 

* 

p 

*(M) 



* 

* 


* 


Saccolaimusflaviventris 










* 


Mormopterus loriae cobourgiana 
Nyctophilus arnhemensis 







* 



* 


Nyctopliilus bifax daedalus 



p 

*(?M) 






* 


Clialinolobus gouldii 

Chalinolobus nigrogriseus 



p 

P(?M) 




* 


* 


Myotis macropus (M. moluccarum 
ricliardsi) 




*(M) 






* 


Scotorepens greyii 



p 

P(?M) 






* 


Vespadehisfinlaysoni 










* 


Conilurus penicillatus 



* 

*(M) 

* 



* 


* 


Mesembriomys gouldii gouldii 



* 







* 


Pseudomys delicatulus 



* 





* 


* 


Melomys burtoni 





* 


* 

* 


* 


Rattus tunneyi tunneyi 



p 






* 

* 


Totals: Definite 

1 


7 

7 

3 

2 

8 

6 

i 

20 

2 

Totals: Possible 

Total forms recorded = 27 


3 

6 

2 

1 
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Table 2. Mammalian scientific names based on type specimens that were collected at Port Essington. 


Scientific name 

Collector 

Dasyurus hallucatus Gould, 1842 

John Gilbert? 

Isoodon macrourus (Gould, 1842) 

John Gilbert? 

Petaurus breviceps arid (Gould, 1849) 

John Gilbert? 

Macropus agilis agilis (Gould, 1842) 

Unknown 

Macropus antilopinus (Gould, 1842) 

John Gilbert 

Rhinonicteris aurantia (Gray, 1845) 

Dr. Sibbald 

Mormopterus loriae cobourgiana (Johnson, 1959) 

David Johnson 

Scotorepens greyii (Gray, 1843) 

John Gilbert? 

Coniluruspenicillatus (Gould, 1842) 

John Gilbert 

Mesembriomys gouldii gouldii (Gray, 1843) 

via John Gilbert 

Pseudomys delicatidtis (Gould, 1842) 

John Gilbert 

\Rattus manicatus (Gould, 1858) 

not Port Essington) 
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PART 4. BIRDS 

Gilbert recorded the birds he had collected on the 
Cobourg Peninsula in the form of a list of scientific names 
entitled Birds observed inhabiting the Cobowg Peninsula , 
with no details (see Appendix I). He did, however, make 
extensive notes on birds which incorporated his observations 
at Port Essington and others sites on the peninsula. These 
manuscript notes are now bound as two volumes, entitled 
Ornithological notes of Mr Gilbert, and must have been 
used by Gilbert as a do-it-yourself field guide on his second 
visit to Australia from 1842 to 1845. In many cases these 
notes were duplicated in the form of a large number of 
manuscript sheets which Gilbert produced for John Gould. 
These Gould used (along with his own notes and those of 
other naturalists such as John MacGillivray) to compile a 
working manuscript for his The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848). These sheets are now kept in the Manuscripts Section 
of CUL. Gilbert’s two volumes of Ornithological notes 
were apparently left with John Gould’s brother-in-law, 
Charles Coxen, when Gilbert embarked on the Leichhardt 
Expedition in 1844. They were eventually donated to the 
Queensland Museum by the Coxen family, and are now 
kept in the library there. 

Below, we have produced a transcription of Gilbert’s list 
as he wrote it, but our interpretive account of the bird species 
inhabiting the Cobourg Peninsula, based on Gilbert’s list, 
is in taxonomic order according to the following standard 
references for Australian birds: 

Non-passerines: 

For non-passerine species, we have followed: 

Christidis, L. and Boles, W. 1994. The taxonomy and species of birds 
of Australia and its territories. R.A.O.U. Monograph 2. 

However, in cases where these names differ from 
those accepted as valid by Richard Schodde in the first 
published part of the four volume Zoological catalogue, 
Aves (Volume 37:2, Columbidae to Coraciidae, 1997), we 
follow Schodde. 

For non-passerine subspecies, we have consulted: 
Schodde, R. and Tidemann, S.C. (eds). 1993 (2nd edition, first 
revision). Complete book of Australian birds. Reader's Digest: 
Sydney. 

Peters, J.L. 1931-1987. Check-list of birds of the world. Vols 1-6 (non¬ 
passerines). Museum of Comparative Anatomy: Cambridge, 
Massachussets. 

Mathews, G.M. 1927. Systema Avium Australasianarwn. Part 1. 
British Ornithologist’s Union: London. 

Passerines: 

For passerine species and subspecies, we follow: 
Schodde, R. and Mason, IJ. 1999. The directory of Australian birds. 
Passerines. CS1RO Publishing: Melbourne. 

For passerine subspecies we have also consulted: 
Schodde. R. and Tidemann, S.C. (Eds.). 1993 (see above) and Peters, 
J.L. 1931-1987 (as above), volumes 7-15 (passerines), as well 
as Mathews, G.M. 1930. Systema avium Australasianarwn. 
Part II. British Ornithologists’ Union/Taylor and Francis: 
London. 


Note that we have updated scientific names where 
possible from Christidis and Boles’ Systematics and 
taxonomy of Australian birds (2008), but as NML’s 
copy arrived after this manuscript had been substantially 
typeset, it has not been possible to change the order of the 
species. 

Also note that a particular problem with the bird 
collections of John Thomas Cockerell exists. Most of his 
specimens were obtained by F. Ducane Godman, who 
donated them to the BM (now the NHM) in 1881. Many 
of the specimens are labelled Port Essington, but there 
seems to be no evidence that Cockerell, or his sons (who 
were also collectors) ever went there. There are known 
to be many problems with the localities associated with 
Cockerell material. We have therefore not included these 
specimens in this paper, although details can be obtained 
from files at NML. 

Gilbert’s text: “Birds observed inhabiting the Cobourg 
Peninsula. Those with an asterisk not obtained. ” 
(original manuscript in BMNH Zoology Library. 

Gould Australian Collection 8/5/3. Gilbert, J.) 
Raptores 
*Aquila fucosa 
Ichthyiaetus leucogaster 
Haliaetus canorus 
Ichthyiaetus leucosternus 
Pandion leucocephala 
Falco melanogenys 
*Falco frontatus 
*Ieracidea Berigora 
*Lepidogenys suberistatus 
*Astur like Novae=Hollandiae (New species) 

Astur like approximans (New species) 

*Accipiter torquatus 

Milvus affinis 

*Elanus axillarius 

Athene like strenua (New species) 

Athene Boobook 
*Strix Cyclops 
Fissirostres 
Podaigtts Cuvieri 
Caprimulgus (New species) 

Eurostopodus albogularis 
Aegotheles (New species) 

*Hirundo pyrrhonota? 

*Hirundol [bracketed with above, line drawn 
round the whole lot, a possible ? afterwards] 

Dacelo Leachii 
Halcyon Sanctus 

[continued at top of right hand side of page] 

Halcyon Macleayii 

Alcyone azurea (New species) [azurea deleted] 
Alcyonepusilla (New Australian species) 

Merops melanura 
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Dentirostres 

Ocypterus leucorhynchus 
Ocypterus minor 
Dicrurus balicassius 

Pachycephala like pectoralis (New species) 
Pachycephala (New species) 

Cracticus (New species) 

Gymnorhina (New species) 

Graucalus melanops 
Graucalus tenuirostris 
Graucalus albiventris (New species) 
Campephaga humeralis 
Campephaga leucomela 
Colluricincla (New species) 

Colluricincla (New species) 

Mimeta Viridis 
Mimeta (New species) 

* Pitta (New species) 

Chlamydera (New species) 

Grallina melanoleucos 
Piezorhynchus ?nitidus (New species) 
Rhipidura like Motacilloides (New species) 
Rhipidura rufifrons (New sp) 

PAGE 2: 

Rhipidura (New species) 

Myiagra (New species) 

Myiagra (New species) 

Muscicapa ([singing?] flycatcher New species) 
Zosterops (New species) 

Petroica (New species) 

Malurus Brownii 

Psilopus [fuscus deleted] (New species) 
*Psilopus albogularis 
Psilopus (New species) 

Psilopus (New species) 

Psilopus like brevirostris (New species) 
Megalurus (New species) 

Pardalotus uropygialis (New species) 
*Dicaeum hirundinaceum 

MyrafJ'ra . 

Conirostres 

Amadina Annulosa (New species) 


Amadina .(New species) 

Amadina .(New species) 

Amadina .(New species) 

Amadina .(New species) 


Corvus Coronoides 
Scansores 

*Plyctolophus like galeritus 
Plyctolophus (New species) 
Calyptorhynchus like Banksii (New species) 
Platycercus etythropterus 
Platycercus Brownii 

Trichoglossus . 

Trichoglossus versicola 
* Cuculus cinereus 


[continued at top of right hand side of page] 
Cuculus - (New species) 

Cuculus [deleted] (young) 

Chalcites lucidus 
Centropus Phasianellus 
Sittella leucoptera (New species) 
Pomatorhinus temporalis 
Tenuirostres 

Tropidorhynchus (knobbed) 
Tropidorhynchus (without knob) 

Entomyza cyanotis 
Glyciphila ocularis 

* Meliphaga (New species) 

Meliphaga (New species) 

Meliphaga (New species) 

Meliphaga (New species) 

Haematops (New species) 

Myzomela carduelis (New species) 
Acanthorhynchus (New species) 
Gallinaceous 

Columba alba 

*Columba (Green backed pigeon) 

Columba chalcoptera 
Columba (Partridge pigeon) 

Vinago (Little) 

* Vinago (Large species) 

Turtur (Mangrove Dove) 

Turtur (Little striped Dove) 

Megapodius (New species) 

Coturnix A ustralis 
Coturnix (Lesser) 

Hemipodius (thick billed) 

PAGE 3: 

*Hemipodius varius 
*Hemipodius (very small) 

*Dromaius Novae-Hollandiae 

Grallatores 

*Grus antigone 

* Mycteria Australis 

* PI at alea Regia 
Egretta (Little Egret) 

Nycticorax Caledonians 
*Botaurus ( Australis ?) 

Botaurus (Little grey) 

Botaurus (New species) 

Ardea (New species) (Major) 

Ardea (Blue and white) (New species) 
Ardea (Purple) 

Ibis strictipennis 
Numenius A ustralasianus 
Numenius phaeopus 
*Himantopus leucocephalus 
Totanus calidris 
Totanus glottis 
Scolopax Hardwickii 
Oedicnemus longipennis 


76 














The Top of the Top End 


Oedicnemus magnirostris 
Phivialis (New species) 

Aegialitis (New species?) 

Pelidna Australis 
Tringa hypoleucos 
Tringa (Little Stint) 

Haematopus A ustralasiamis 
Haematopus niger 
Porphyria like melanotis 

[continued at top of right-hand side of page] 

Crex (New species) 

Parra (New species) 

Natatores 

*Anas (Black Duck?) 

Anas (White Duck) 

Anas (Whistling Duck) 

*Anser (Semipalmated Goose) 

Anser (New species) (Little Goose) 

Podiceps gularis 
*Xema (Least Gull) 

Sterna like poliocerca (New species) 

Sterna (white brow) 

Stolidus fuliginosus 
*Tachypetes aquilus 
*Pelecanus Novae=Hollandiae 
*Plotus . 

* Phalacrocorax flavirhynchus 
Sitla .(Booby) 

NON-PASSERINES 

STRUTHIONIFORMES: CASUARIIDAE 

Emu 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Dromaiits Novae-Hollandiae” 
Current name: Dromaius novaehollandiae (Latham, 
1790). 

Gilbert's only remark about this bird at Port Essington 
was a note that the Aboriginal name was “Kan=goork” 
(QML, Ornithological Notes'. 449). No Emus were collected 
or sighted by the CSIRO survey. However, they recorded 
that an adult with seven chicks was reported in heavy scrub 
in August 1966, about two miles east of the creek at the 
bottom of Raffles Bay (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 113). 

GALLIFORMES: MEGAPOD1IDAE 
Orange-footed Scrubfowl 

Listed by Gilbert as “Megapodius (New species) ” 
Current name: Megapodius reinwardt tumulus Gould, 
1842. 

Gilbert’s notes on two of the three Australian species of 
the megapodes (or mound-building birds) were by far the 


longest documents he wrote for Gould for use in The birds 
of Australia and subsequent publications. They provide 
an opportunity to show just how perceptive Gilbert was 
as a field naturalist, and the high standard of his prose - 
especially for someone who begged forgiveness for his 
“want of Education ’ (see the copy by Lord Derby of John 
Gilbert’s letter to Gould dated 9 October 1842, now in the 
Archives Department ofNML, MM/8/K/3, page 159). 

Gilbert had specific instructions from Gould to pay 
particular attention to the habits of the megapodes; Gould 
wrote a letter (16 November 1840, see Whittell 1942:225) 
exhorting his assistant to collect more material, in particular 
of the Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata: 

“ ...of all the birds in your collection the one that 
gave me the greatest pleasure was the Native 
Pheasant which I have published in the first Part, 
with your notes: do not fail to procure all the 
information possible concerning this bird: its range 
and eveiything connected with its nidification: note 
down eveiy thing that various people may say about 
it and moreover ascertain whether or not there are 
other species where you are ...” 

Later, Gould sent Gilbert back to Australia with a list 
of desiderata including a request for “Eggs of Leipoa and 
Megapodius in brine or newpreservati ve” ( Ornithological 
notes and instructions to collectors, QML). 

Under the title Megapodius tumulus Gilbert made 
exceedingly long notes on the subspecies of Orange-footed 
Scrubfowl found at Port Essington; these encompass at 
least 10 manuscript sheets in the Gould Collection now in 
CUL (some sheets appear to be missing) and 11 sides of 
his Ornithological Notes (QML, vol 2: 457-467). These 
notes by Gilbert were paraphrased by John Gould in his 
text for The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5: text to 
plate 79), with the result that Gould’s published notes are 
so extensive that they cover a side-and-a-half of specially 
small print. 

Gilbert first mentioned collecting this bird in a letter 
to Gould from Port Essington dated 19 September 1840 
(MLS; CY Reel 461: 712-715): 

“Among the most prominent of my new birds, 
and which are new to me, are ... a Gallinaceous 
Bird termed here “the Jungle Fowl ”, crested, and 
something of theform ofan Indian genus, but having 
short powerful legs and long claws of immense 
strength." 

Gilbert gave very precise details about his hunt for this 
bird and the facts he discovered about the mounds they 
made. On 16 November 1840 he went to Knocker Bay 
with a particular Aborigine who had shown aptitude in 
locating birds. Just a few feet above the high water mark 
Gilbert found a mound of sand and shells about twenty feet 
in circumference and about five feet tall. On scrambling up 
the mound, he found a bird in a hole about two feet deep, 
it was only a few days old. Gilbert tried to keep the bird in 
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captivity, but it proved intractable and escaped on the third 
day; in the meantime he became fascinated with the speed 
it could hurl sand from one end of its box to the other, and 
irritated with the noise it made in doing so all night (George 
Windsor Earl, the Aboriginal translator at Port Essington, 
also noted that they had tried many times to keep scrubfowl 
alive, but the birds wore themselves out with their restless 
activity when confined. Earl’s observations were given in 
a letter to Colonel Butterworth sent from Singapore, dated 
30 November 1849. Liverpool City Libraries 920 DER 
(13) 1/27/1B). 

The mounds at Knocker Bay continued to yield eggs 
up to 6 February 1841, when Gilbert was able to return 
there himself and see the Aborigines retrieve two eggs, 
which were six foot deep into the mound. On 10 February 
he made another visit to Knocker Bay and on this occasion 
discovered a huge mound measuring fifteen feet in height 
and over sixty feet in circumference. It was obvious that 
some of the mounds were very ancient structures used by 
succeeding generations of scrubfowls, who appeared to lay 
eggs in the mounds between August and March - giving a 
non-laying interval of only four or five months. 

All Gilbert’s notes concerning scrubfowl at Knocker Bay 
were included in Gould’s account in The birds of Australia, 
but there were other location details which Gould did not 
publish. Gilbert’s Ornithological notes (QML) give more 
information on sightings of scrubfowl he made on some of 
the islands in Van Diemen Gulf, much more detail about the 
behaviour of the birds, and some comments on problems 
with predation by Dingoes and carnivorous marsupials. 
Gould also left out a salutary little tale about how Gilbert’s 
Aboriginal assistant had become firmly lodged in one of 
the holes he was excavating in order to retrieve eggs, and 
was only rescued from rather a macabre death by Gilbert 
hauling strongly on his legs. 

The skin of a male bird now in Philadelphia (ANSP 
12770) was recorded as the type of Megapodius tumulus by 
Stone (1913: 132); the Gould Collection there also includes 
a female and a chick from Port Essington. The juvenile form 
is not mentioned in Gould’s original description, but the 
female bird (ANSP 12771) actually fits the description of 
the type better than the adult male does. Both the original 
description, and Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 5: plate 79) show the bird as having a 
uniform cinnamon-brown back. ANSP 12770, however, has 
interspersed light brown feathers throughout the plumage 
of the back, and is also (at 14 % inches) less than the least 
value for total length which Gould gave in his original 
description (“15 to 17 inches”). 

However, Gould obviously measured more than one bird 
when compiling these values in his original description, 
which means that he had more than one specimen in front 
of him. It therefore follows that, as the bird now in RMNH 
(Fig. 91) is a fairly good match for the plumage details and 
measurements given in the original description, it should 
also be considered for type status. There may well be types 



Fig. 91. Mounted male Orange-footed Scrubfowl collected at Port 
Essington during the settlement period, from the collections of RMNH 
(Old Catalogue No. I, from the Gould Collection; modem number 
90977). The specimen has recently been listed by Naturalis staff as 
a paralectotype of Megapodius tumulus Gould, 1842. Photographed 
by Hein Grouw <o National Museum of Natural History Naturalis, 
Leiden, The Netherlands. 

in other European museums; in the The birds of Australia 
Gould mentioned that he had examined specimens in 
MNHN as well as RMNH before deciding that the form 
tumulus was distinct (vol. 5: text to plate 79). However, the 
megapode collection at MNHN Paris was searched by Dr 
Claire Voisin in 2004 and she could not find any specimens 
from Port Essington. 

Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size (inches) 

Original 

dcscript. 

ANSP 12770 
(M) 

ANSP 
12771 (F) 

RVNH Cat. 
No. 1 

Total length 

15 to 17 

143/4 

153/4 

(mtd.) 

Bill 

P/8 to l'/4 

P/4 

P/4 

P/i6(30) 

Wing 

9V: to 10 

93/4 

IO'/2 

103/16 (258) 

Tail 

4 to 4>/2 

4'/4 

4'/2 

43/8(111) 

Tarsus 

2V: to 3'/s 

23/4 

2V» 

2 9 /i6 (65.6) 


John Lott Stokes was also a great admirer of the Orange¬ 
footed Scrubfowl, describing their appearance, behaviour 
and "'large tumuli'" in his published account of the visit of 
H.M.S. Beagle to Port Essington: 

"... Nothing can be more curious than to see them 
hopping towards these piles on one foot, the other 
being filled with materials for budding ... it is 
difficult to credit that a bird so small could raise a 
structure so laige ” (Stokes 1846, vol. 1: 395-396). 
CS1RO recorded Scrubfowl wherever there was 
monsoon forest, or dense growth of vegetation near water. 
They found signs of attention to mounds in September 1968, 
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and most of the mounds were thoroughly worked when 
they inspected them in February and March. 

It is also worth noting that the Celebes Scrubfowl 
Megapodius gilbertii, described by George Gray in 1861. 
was probably named after John Gilbert (although Gray 
does not actually say so). This form was considered to be 
a subspecies of the Philippine Megapode. Megapodius 
cumingii gilbertii, by Jones, Dekkerand Roselaar (1995). 
Specimens: 

ANSP 12770 (Verreaux No. 833). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type" of 
Megapodius tumulus Gould, 1842 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 132) = leclolype, but does not fit original 
description well. 

ANSP 12771 (Verreaux No. 834). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Megapodius tumulus Gould, 1842. 

ANSP 12772 (Verreaux No. 835). Chick. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.18. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.19. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.20. Immature. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.4. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845] (probably obtained in 1844 near 
“Moormal” camp. 12 miles from Victoria; see MacGillivray 
1846: 1482). Collection of J.B. Jukes. 
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Fig. 92. Two Orange-footed Scrubfowl eggs obtained by the 13th 
Earl of Derby’s collector, John MacGillivray, at Port Essington in 
November 1844 (BMNH 1962.1.125). MacGillivray has recorded 
the local Aboriginal name on the eggs: “Native name Ogoorge Olijo 
... Black Head [Black Point], Port Essington” in pencil and, in 
rather neater ink, "Native name Ogoorge”. 1 The Natural History 
Museum, London. 


BMNH 1962.1.125 (Fig. 92). 2 eggs. Collected by John MacGillivray 

at Port Essington, November 1844. Gould Collection. 
MacGillivray has written the Aboriginal name on the eggs 
“Native name Ogoorge Olijo ... Black Head" and “Native 
name Ogoorge”. 

OUMNH B/8512. Mount, removed from stand. Labelled “New South 
Wales”, but as it is a specimen collected by Captain William 
Chambers, received [by the Ashmolean] in 1842, it is 
probably from Port Essington and therefore collected 1839- 
1841. Chambers Collection, received from the Ashmolean 
Museum in 1860. 

RMNH 90977 (Fig. 91) (Old Catalogue: “ Megapodius Duperryi ” 
No. 1). M. Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 
Labelled Megapodius duperryi. Gould Collection. Probably 
from the type series of Megapodius tumulus Gould. 1842, 
recorded by RMNH staff as a paralectotype. 

RBINS 8235/4691 (formerly AM A.4581). Unsexed. Collected 
by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 1879. Morton 
Collection. Exchanged with Brussels Museum, 1881. 

AM A.4582. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Vienna Museum, 1880. 

AM A.4583. F, immature. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 2 February 1879. Morton Collection. 

PMN1I 41578 and 41579. M; F. Collected by David H. Parsons at 
Port Essington, 24 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Camp Lagoon. 19 and 21 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 129-130). 

ANWC M; 2F. Collected at Smith Point aerodrome lagoon, 4 
August 1965 and 6 May 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 129- 
130). 

GALL1FORMES: PHASIAN1DAE 

Brown Quail 

Listed by Gilbert as ‘‘CotumixAustralis” 

Current name: Cotumix ypsilophora australis (Latham, 
1802). 

The Brown Quail “commonly found in the 
neighbourhood of Port Essington ” were described as 
being of the new species Synoicus cervinus by Gould 
in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, 
vol. 2: 195-6), although only one Gould Collection 
specimen from the colony has been definitively 
identified (BMNH 1881.5.1.5421). There are also 
specimens in RMNH and the MCZ at Harvard 
(the latter in the Lafrcsnaye Collection) that could 
have come originally from Gould. Harvard curator 
Jeremiah Trimble has looked at this latter specimen 
(August 2006) and comments: 

"Synoicus cervinus: this specimen differs in some 
ways from the type description. The throat tends 
more towards whitish. It does not appear huffy 
though the lores and the sides of head appear 
somewhat huff colored. The fine stripes running 
down the center of thefeathers on the hack are nearly 
pure white, though some are slightly huff on the 
edges of the white or towards the base of the white 
streak. The secondaries are brown, mottled with 
huffy grey areas. The primaries are almost entirely 
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brown though the outer edge of the outer web is 
mottled huffy grey on a few of the primaries. The 
upper mandible is mostly dark brown from base 
to tip. The lower mandible is mostly horn colored, 
darker at the tip. ” 

Gould did borrow MacGillivray’s specimen (now 
L1VM D.3675c) from Lord Derby in 1845, but he 
returned it a few months later (see Appendix 2); this 
bird is also female and the original description was 
based on a male. 

Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size (inches) 

Original 
descript. (M) 

BMNH 

1881.5.1.5421 

RMNH Old 
catalogue No. 1 

Total length 

6'/2 

6'/2 (est.) 

(mtd.) 

Bill 

Vl6 

V\6 

9 /i6 (13.5) 

Wing 

3 5 /8 

3 3 A 

4 3 /i6(106) 

Tail 

P /2 

Ph 

2'/s (53) 

Tarsus 

Vs 

7 /8 

1 (26.0) 


Gould described the egg of the Brown Quail at Port 
Essington in some detail in the Handbook ; according to 
Oates (1901-1912, vol. 1:47) there were two clutches from 
Port Essington in the Gould Collection in the collections of 
the BM, of six and three respectively. These were searched 
for in 2003, but the only Gould Collection clutches of Brown 
Quail eggs that could be found were two sets from Moreton 
Bay - and both these clutches have eggs with a freckled 
pattern, unlike the plain eggs of Gould’s description. 

John Gilbert’s notes on the Brown Quail at Port 
Essington are headed “Perdix (Coturnix) Australis (92)” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 5c). He wrote: 

“A /though I did not obtain any mature specimens of 
this bird [thus inferring that he had, in fact, collected 
eggs and perhaps immatures or chicks], I generally 
remarked they were tolerably abundant, and in 
habits generally not differing from those before 
observed in other parts of Australia. ” 

The CS1RO survey did not collect this bird, but they 
heard it calling in swampy grassland at Caiman Creek in 
February 1966. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1881.5.1.5421. Adult, unsexed. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Synoicus cervinus Gould, 1865. Not a good 
specimen (abdomen not sewn up, neck bent). 

LIVM D.3675c. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
159). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 30). Unlikely to be from the type series of S. cervinus 
Gould, 1865. 

RMNII Old Catalogue: “Synoicus australis " No. 1. M. Mount. Port 
Essington. Unknown Collection. 

MCZ 84052 (Lafresnaye no. 7276), listed as Synoicus cervinus. 

Collected at Port”Essington [1838-1849], Possibly from the 
type series of S. cervinus Gould, 1865 but differs from the 
type description (Jeremiah Trimble pers. comm. 2006). 


AM A.4646. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Vienna Museum, 1880. 

King Quail 

Listed by Gilbert as “Coturnix (Lesser) ” 

Current name: Excalfactoria chinensis colletti Mathews, 
1912. 

It seems odd that John Gould did not formally describe 
the form of the King Quail which inhabits Port Essington 
as a new species, as he has slipped in a piece ol paper 
which reads “Perdix New Sp. Port Essington” just belore 
Gilbert’s notes on this bird (now in CUL Gould Collection 
Box 5d, under “Coturnix — (124)”). Gould’s accounts 
of Synoicus? chinensis in both The birds of Australia 
(1840-1845, vol. 5: text to plate 92) and Handbook to the 
birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 197-8) are very vague 
about the localities of his specimens from Australia, and 
he does not appear to have taken Gilbert's notes into 
account at all. 

These notes of Gilbert’s record that: 

“Of this species so rarely seen, / have obtained but 
a single specimen, and the only one hitherto killed, 
from what little l have seen of it, it is like the larger 
species in general Habits, but seems to prefer the 
edges of moist meadows to the sides oj Hills. A 
Female specimen killed on the first of March had an 
egg very much developed; the Natives have brought 
me Eggs of this bird they say that it lays on the bare 
ground, generally choosing a spot, where it is hard 
iron stone gravel. ” 

The female which Gilbert mentioned is probably 
the one listed in the Verreaux Catalogue of the Gould 
specimens that were sent to Philadelphia as number 
1072, and later registered as ANSP 12338, but this is 
unfortunately missing. There appear to be no extant 
eggs of this species from Port Essington in the various 
collections (those at the NHM Tring outstation were 
checked in 2003). 

The CSIRO survey did not record this bird at Port 
Essington, but omitted to include the King Quail on the list 
of birds recorded by Gilbert but not by themselves (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Caiaby 1974: 111). 

Specimen: 

ANSP 12338 (Verreaux No. 1072). F. Collected [by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection, missing 
(searched for in 1997, 2004 and 2005; Exhibits Collection 
checked by Nate Rice in 2006). 

ANSERIFORMES: ANSERANAT1DAE 
Magpie Goose 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Anser (Semipalmated Goose) ” 
Current name: Anseranas semipalmata (Latham, 1798). 

Although John Gilbert has asterisked this entry and 
therefore did not collect any specimens of the Magpie Goose 
at Port Essington, the crew of FI.M.S. Fly obviously did (the 
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labels on both the specimens now in Tring and NML were 
written by John MacGillivray), and this goose appears to 
be frequent on the Cobourg Peninsula between the months 
of July and September. 

CSIRO recorded that the main breeding site of the 
Magpie Goose is between the Daly and East Alligator 
Rivers. On the Cobourg Peninsula, it appears that water 
areas for dry-season refuging of ducks are not extensive, 
apart from Banteng Lagoon. Two thousand birds were 
seen there in early August 1961; by the 17th of that month 
the number had increased to five thousand. About forty 
of these geese were seen at a small swamp at Smith Point 
on 25 July 1965. September sightings in 1968 included 
about two hundred at Smith Point, and about a thousand 
on Banteng Lagoon. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6090 (Verreaux No. 1445). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 6091 (Verreaux No. 1446). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMN11 1846.10.14.1. M, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

LIVM D.886c. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington. October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
126). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 42). 

ANWC F. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 21 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 120). 

ANSERIFORMES: ANATIDAE 

Plumed Whistling-Duck 

Current name: Dendrocygna eytoni ( Eyton, 1838). 

Thomas Eyton (the Shropshire aristocrat and close 
friend of John Gould) formally named this species, basing 
his description on a specimen that he recorded as being 
in the possession of the Zoological Society of London, 
and with reference to a Gould manuscript. This specimen 
cannot now be found, even after a thorough check through 
the NHM (Tring outstation) collections. Puzzlingly, Gould 
recorded {The birds of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 7: text to 
plate 15, published in 1845) that the type was a specimen 
collected by Benjamin Bynoe, which had been presented 
to him personally. The Port Essington specimens now in 
Philadelphia may well be the models for Gould’s plate 
in The birds of Australia but are unlikely to have type 
status. 

A short note by John Gilbert (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 4d) recorded that “ Leptotarsus Eytoni Gould ... 
Now=e=ragen-ab” was collected by “Lt. J.M.R. Ince of 
H.M.S. Fly" but the Jukes Collection specimen now in 
the Tring collections bears a label in John MacGillivray’s 
hand, lt seems that Gilbert himself never obtained any 
Plumed Whistling-Ducks at Port Essington. Two Gilbert 
Plumed Whistling-Ducks now in NML were catalogued 
as being from Port Essington but were actually collected 
by Gilbert while he was on the Port Essington Expedition , 
at the Lynd River in northern Queensland. 


CSIRO did not record this species, but a Plumed 
Whistling-Duck was collected on the Cobourg Peninsula 
by David Lindner in 1967. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5939 (Verreaux No. 1379). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 5940 (Verreaux No. 1380). M? Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNII 1845.5.21.38. (Female in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1846.10.14.2. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

NTM T.2491. Collected by David Lindner on Sandy Island No. 1, 
20 March 1967. NTM database. 

Wandering Whistling-Duck 

Listed by Gilbert as "Anas (Whistling Duck) ” 

Current name: Dendrocygna arcuata australis 
Reichenbach, 1850. 

The text, and plate 14 (1840-1848, vol. 7), of Gould’s 
account of Dendrocygna arcuata in The birds of Australia 
stand as Reichenbach's original description of Dendrocygna 
arcuata (australis), because Reichenbach based his original 
description (Novitiae Synopsis Avium, No. 4, part 4, 1850) 
on Gould’s plate (also see Vollst Naturgesch., 2 Vogel, 3 
Syn. Avium 1 Natatores). As if this was not complication 
enough, Charles Bonaparte suggested the scientific name 
Dendmcygnagouldi for this duck in 1865 (Comptes Rendus 
Sci. 43: 649), again basing his name on Gould's plate of 
Dendrocygna arcuata in The birds of Australia. According 
to Stone (1913), the type (= lectotype) of Bonaparte’s 
synonym Dendrocygna gouldi is the male bird now in 
the Gould Collection in Philadelphia (ANSP 5957), but 
he ignored Reichenbach’s involvement and the latter’s 
name D. australis. Meyer de Schauensee (1957) listed 
both ANSP Gould Collection specimens as “Cotypes” for 
both names. 

In the text of The birds of Australia, Gould mentioned 
specimens from “ Moreton Bay and from various parts 
of the north coast", thus all such specimens are eligible 
for type status. lie also used Gilbert’s manuscript notes 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 4d) to relate how Wandering 
Whistling-Ducks assembled in vast flocks at Port Essington. 
These notes of Gilbert’s do not have a heading with any 
scientific name - he simply recorded the species under 
“(105) ... En=jep=ere ... Al=ler=gid=o?” and wrote 
that the birds were visitors to the lakes near the harbour 
in the latter part of the dry season, when the water was 
very low. In December [of 1840] Gilbert saw Wandering 
Whistling-Ducks in “immense” flocks in company with 
Radjah Shelduck, but when he shot at them each species 
formed its own distinct flock, which then rose as one. The 
Wandering Whistling-Duck appeared to be silent, except 
for the peculiar whistle, which was heard constantly while 
the duck was in flight. 

Two Wandering Whistling-Duck skins from Port 
Essington now in UMCZ were probably from individuals 
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from the same flock (and therefore both collected in 
December 1844), as they are both identically wrapped 
in brown paper bands on which details are written in 
the same handwriting (which appears to be that of John 
MacGillivray). This writing records the place and date of 
collection, the soft parts colour and the Aboriginal names: 
the male was "Nalligade” and the female “Nower-ayen”. 
The whereabouts of the locality “O Maragee” Lagoon is 
unfortunately unknown. Both specimens are probably from 
the collection of Captain Francis Blackwood, who was in 
charge of H.M.S. Fly. His official ship’s naturalist was John 
Beete Jukes but John MacGillivray was also aboard, acting 
as naturalist-collector for the 13th Earl of Derby. 

Even though collected by Gilbert and obtained by Gould, 
a male Wandering Whistling-Duck now in NML (D.845b) 
does not appear to be part of the type series for Reichenbach 
and Bonaparte's names Dendrocygna australis and D. 
gouldi , because it was sold to Lord Derby in November 
1841, long before publication of Denrdocygna arcuata 
in The birds of Australia (December 1848). Gould would 
have had enough material to work from without having to 
borrow this specimen back from Lord Derby. 

In fact the male bird now in ANSP (ANSP 5957) seems 
to be the specimen most like both of the birds shown on the 
plate in The birds of Australia (although Gould did specify 
he had represented both male and female) as it has yellow 
fringes to the feathers of the back, whereas the other two 


(the female bird now in Philadelphia, ANSP 5959, and the 
NMLspecinten D.845b) have these fringes more cinnamon 
in colour. However, other features of ANSP 5959 fit the 
plumage of the bird at the back of Gould’s plate (the upper 
bird) well. Meyer de Schauensee’s assumption of type 
status for both ANSP birds for both scientific names is 
evidently correct. 

A clutch of Wandering Whistling-Duck eggs should also 
be considered as having type status, as they are specifically 
mentioned in Gould’s original description in The birds of 
Australia. Gould wrote that: 

"Some eggs brought to the settlement by the natives 
and said to belong to this bird were taken early in 
March, from nests built in long grass on the small 
islands adjacent to the harbour at Port Essington; 
they are of a creamy white, one inch and seven- 
eighths long by one inch and a half in breadth. " 

These eggs are almost certainly a clutch of five now 
at the BMNH, listed below, which have been re-united in 
that institution three must have been sold by Gould to 
Dr Heermann for his own egg collection. They were all 
collected in March 1841 (Figs 93 and 94). 

CS1RO found that Wandering Whistling-Ducks moved 
around in a similar way to Magpie Geese. They spread 
around the sub-coastal plains of the Northern Territory to 
breed in the late wet, and early dry, seasons and tended to 




Figs 93,94. Two trays of Wandering Whistling-duck eggs, all collected at Port Essington for John Gilbert in March, 1841. The clutch of five 
was split into two groups by John Gould, and the dedicated entrepreneur sold three of the eggs to Adolphus Heermann, an American oologist. 
The five eggs were eventually re-united in the stores of the British Museum. Eggs too can be type specimens; all five are probably from the type 
series of Dendrocygne australis Reichenbach, 1850 and Dendrocygna gouldi Bonaparte, 1865. © The Natural History Museum, London. 
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stay near the permanent waters in the main period of the 
dry. There is little suitable water for them on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, and therefore they are not common there. About 
150 were seen on Banteng Lagoon in August 1961, and 
there were about 50 there in late September 1968. At the 
end of July 1965 a male bird was found brooding 13 eggs 
among low bushes near Base Camp (which was about 1 km 
south of Smith Point, in a small patch of monsoon forest), 
and Lindner found a nest with eggs in short grass on Sandy 
Island No. 1 on 21 March 1967. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5957 (Verreaux No. 1371). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Dendrocygna gonldi Bonaparte, 1865 by Slone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913:143) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” 
of Dendrocygna australis Reichenbach, 1850 (= syntype) 
and of Dendrocygna gonldi Bonaparte, 1865 (= lectotype) 
by Meyer dc Schauensee (1957: 140). 

ANSP 5959 (Verreaux No. 1373). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of 
Dendrocygna australis Reichenbach, 1850 (= syntype) and 
of Dendrocygna gouldi Bonaparte, 1865 (= paralectotype) 
by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 140). 

BMNF1 1844.11.6.20. Adult. Collected [by a crew member of 
H.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington [1843-1844]. Collection of 
J.B. Jukes. No original label. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.3. F, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. 
BMNH 1962.1.102 . 2 eggs. Collected by [Aborigines for] John 
Gilbert [at Port Essington] on 4 March 1841. Gould 
Collection. 

Buckley Collection 179 a, (1 and y. 3 eggs. Collected by 
[Aborigines for] John Gilbert [at Port Essington] on 4 
March 1841. Previously from the collection of Dr Adolphus 
L. Heermann of the USA. 

The five eggs must have been from the same clutch, three 
having being sold by Gould to Heermann. All have been 
labelled with the collecting dale and "Whistling Duck” by 
Gilbert. 

All five are probably from the type series of Dendrocygna 
australis Reichenbach, 1850 and Dendrocygna gouldi 
Bonaparte, 1865 (Figs 93 and 94). 

L1VM D.845b. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Smith Point on 
1 December 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
John Gould in November, 1841. 

UMZC 12/Ana/26/b/l. M. Skin in brown paper wrapper. [Collected 
by John MacGillivray] at O Maragee Lagoon, Port 
Essington [in December 1844]. Blackwood Collection. 
UMZC l2/Ana/26/b/2. F. Skin in brown paper wrapper. [Collected 
by John MacGillivray] at O Maragee Lagoon, Port 
Essington in December 1844. [Blackwood Collection]. 
ANWC M; F. Collected at Smith Point airstrip lagoon, 26 July and 
4 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 121). 

ANWC M, Collected at Smith Point, 30 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 121). Bird was shot off its nest. 

Radjah Shelduck 

Listed by Gilbert as "Anas (White Duck) " 

Current name: Tadorna radjah rufitergum Hartert, 1905. 

Although he did not mention John Gilbert’s name, John 
Gould’s description in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 7: text to plate 8, under the title “Radjah Shieldrake 
Tadorna radjah Eyton”) of the behaviour of this otherwise 
very common duck in the rainy season (when the individuals 
disperse much more widely in search of food) were lifted 


directly from Gilbert’s notes on the bird at Port Essington. 
These can be found under "Tadomal — (82)... Co=mer=do” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 4d). Gilbert also mentioned 
in these manuscript notes that the rainy period must be the 
Radjah Shelducks’ breeding season, for he “ obtained a 
young bird apparently but a few days hatched 

In April 1845, five years after his stay at Port Essington 
(according to his Port Essington Expedition diary; MLS ML 
A2586/CY Reel 456), Gilbert saw Radjah Shelducks when 
the Leichhardt Expedition was travelling up the Burdekin 
River, which they named after a supporter of the expedition. 
Perhaps the reason the subspecies of the Radjah Shelduck 
in Australia is otherwise known as the Burdekin Duck is in 
some way connected to these sightings of Gilbert’s. 

CS1RO found the Radjah Shelduck rare on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, but about twenty were seen on Banteng Lagoon 
in August 1961, twenty on a lagoon near Base Camp in 
August 1965 and single birds in the dry season in Port 
Bremer, Raffles Bay and East Station Point. A pair were 
recorded on King River (behind Knocker Bay) in the dry 
season, but the only wet season sightings were a pair flying 
along Caiman Creek, and a single bird seen on the old 
landing platform at Victoria. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5920 (Verreaux No. 1356). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 5921 (Verreaux No. 1357). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.? (possibly .116 or .117. Both are registered as 
“Anas”. Two Chambers specimens of “Tadorna radjah ” 
from Port Essington were recorded in Catalogue of tlw birds 
in the British Museum vol. xxvii: 177). Adult. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. 

L1VM D.847b. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
147). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 46). 

OUMNH B/09118. Unsexcd adult, ex mount. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers [probably at Port Essington, 1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

ANWC 2F, adults. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 21 July and 11 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 122). 

Green Pygmy-goose 

Listed by Gilbert as “Anser (New species) (Little Goose) ” 
Current name: Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842. 

John Gould’s original description of Nettapus pulchellus 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 7: text and plate 
4, published on 1 March 1842) inferred that he knew of 
only four specimens of this bird; “ beyond this nothing 
further is known respecting it". Gould further stated that 
two of these geese had been collected by John Gilbert at 
Port Essington, a pair he shot while they were swimming 
on a quiet secluded lake. These comments were taken 
from Gilbert’s manuscript notes on the “Loon=byte ... 
(115)... Little Goose” (CUL Gould Collection Box 4d). 
He said the ducks were: "beautiful birds ... certainly a rare 
bird on the Peninsular [sic] ... an extremely shy bird, at 
the slightest movement of any thing near it, it dives and 
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remains under water a long time”. It can be inferred that 
the pair were collected on 16 January [1841], as Gilbert 
also commented that “ the Female I killed on the 16 Jan, 
contained an egg nearly ready for laying ” and had also 
found the pair’s nest “ which was built up in the long grass 
about afoot above the water". By inference, this did not 
yet have any eggs in it. According to John MacGillivray 
(1846: 1481), the lagoon where Gilbert collected his pair 
of Green Pygmy-geese was about a quarter of a mile from 
“Moormal”, where MacGillivray and John Ince camped in 
1844. Moormal was about 12 miles “down the harbour” 
from Victoria. 

Gould also said that another of the four specimens he 
had listed had been given to him by Benjamin Bynoe, 
Surgeon on H.M.S. Beagle. This must be the Green 
Pygmy-goose that Bynoe collected at the Victoria 
River on 5 November 1839 (Stokes 1846, vol. 2: 61- 
62) during the visit of the Beagle to northern Australia. 
The fourth specimen Gould referred to may be the one 
Gilbert alludes to in his notes: “ ... only one specimen 
having been killed in addition to my own”. It is difficult 
to know who collected this fourth bird, or which of the 
various museum specimens it now' is - at least three are 
attributable to Gilbert, despite the fact that he had been 
so specific about only having collected two birds himself. 
Both the Green Pygmy-geese from Port Essington that 
are now in RMNH are females labelled as having being 
collected by Gilbert, and the immature male now in NML 
also looks very like a Gilbert specimen. 

Perhaps Gilbert was given the fourth specimen to 
prepare and therefore also labelled it, but equally he could 
have been referring to a Green Pygmy-goose collected by 
Dr Sibbald that is recorded in the old BM Register (but 
may not be extant, see below). The MacGillivray specimen 
now in the collections of the NHM (Tring outstation) must 
have been collected during one of the visits of H.M.S. 
Fly to Port Essington between 1843 and 1845, long after 
Gould’s description was published, so it cannot have been 
included in Gould’s “four”. Another specimen recorded in 
the BM Register (but which may also be lost, see below) 
was donated by the 13th Earl of Derby in 1845, and must 
have been a MacGillivray or Jukes specimen, collected in 
1843 or 1844. 

Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 141) claimed that the 
types of Nettapus pulchellus were two ducks now in 
Philadelphia, although these are both males and Gilbert’s 
notes emphatically include a female. ANSP 5972, marked as 
a male, is actually not fully in breeding plumage, although it 
does match the left-hand bird of Gould's plate in The birds 
of Australia. ANSP 5973 is probably an immature male 
but does, however, fit the plumage of the right-hand bird 
in Gould’s The birds of Australia plate. It could, therefore 
be Gould’s “female” type, but cannot be Gilbert’s female; 
this might be one of the two female Green Pygmy-geese 
now in the collections at RMNH. Mees (1982) considered 
both the RMNH birds had type status. 


Gilbert obtained another nest of the Green Pygmy- 
goose, in this case with six eggs, from local Aborigines. The 
only possible specimen found, so far, that could be from 
this nest is a single egg in the Gould Collection at the NHM 
(Tring outstation); it is marked only “Australia”. 

CSIRO found the Green Pygmy-goose uncommon. 
Isolated geese were seen in July and August 1965 on various 
waterholes. A group of four birds were seen in August 1965; 
two groups of five and ten were on Banteng Lagoon on 25 
September 1968. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5972 (Verreaux No. 1384). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 143) = Ieclotype. Designated “Cotype” of 
Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 141) = lectotype. 

ANSP 5973 (VerreauxNo. 1385). M? [listed as F in Verreaux Cat., 
but probably an immature M], Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of 
Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 141) = paralectotype. 

BMNH 1845.5.“2".40 (no such number). Male in eclipse. Collected 
at Port Essington [1838-1844], Numbers on metal tag are 
very faint, but last number is “.40". From Register, this is 
probably 1845.5.21.40. F. “Netapus”: if so, this specimen 
was collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], 
Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.4. Register entry: “Netapus pulchellus”. Collected 
[by a crew member of H.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington 
[1843-1845]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Missing 
(rechecked by CTF, 2005). 

BMNH 1846.10.14.10. M. immature. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1845]. Collection of 
J.B. Jukes. 

L1VM D.900. M, immature. Collected [by John Gilbert?] at Port 
Essington [1838-1843]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould. 8 February 1844. 

LIVM D.899k. This specimen has lost all its labels except for 
one which reads “Purchd of .1. Gould, Nov. 1845”, which 
strongly suggests it is No. 13 of Lord Derby’s list of May 
1845 (see Appendix 2). If so, then this specimen was 
collected by John MacGillivray on the voyage of H.M.S. 
Fly, probably from the Port Essington area. 

RMNH oid Catalogue: “Nettapus pulchellus” No. 1. F. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
[Gould Collection], Probably from the type series of 
Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Nettapus pulchellus ” No. 2. F. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
[Gould Collection]. Probably from the type series of 
Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842. 

ANVVC Unsexed. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 5 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974:121). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point Lagoon No. 4, 14 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 121). 

Pacific Black Duck 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Anas (Black Duck?) ” 

Current name: Anas superciliosa Gmelin, 1789. 

Although John Gilbert did not collect any Pacific Black 
Ducks at Port Essington, specimens were obtained by 
John MacGillivray. The two now in ANSP were probably 
obtained by another collector. The CSIRO survey did not 
obtain any specimens either, but they did see Pacific Black 
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Ducks on the peninsula. Thirty were recorded on a salt 
lagoon near Danger Point in August 1961. and about fifty 
on Banteng Lagoon in the same month. In September 1968 
about twenty were seen on the latter. Four Pacific Black 
Ducks, including two immatures, were seen at Black Point 
in July 1965. Apparently they had bred in a tree hollow in 
the swamp there. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5816 (Verreaux No. 1364). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 5818 (Verreaux No. 1366). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.28. F. adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

LIVM D.861h. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray's field number 
145). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 43). 

LIVM D.861 i. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 

196) . Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.861 k. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 

197) . Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

Grey Teal 

Current name: Anas gracilis Buller, 1869. 

No specimens or notes of John Gilbert’s exist for this 
teal. Although CS1RO did not collect any specimens of 
the highly nomadic Grey Teal, a flock of about 50 were 
seen on a salt lagoon near Danger Point, and four birds on 
Banteng Lagoon. 

Specimens: 

BMNFI 1845.5.21.39. (Male in Register). Labelled “North Australia” 
but probably from Port Essington (as recorded in Register). 
Collected by Dr Sibbald [at Port Essington, 1838-1844], 
Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.27. Adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

LIVM D.5376. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
1476). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 
2: No. 35). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Anas gibberifrons ” No. 1. Adult. Mount. 
Collected at Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

PODIC1PEDIFORMES: PODICIPED1DAE 

Australasian Grebe 

Listed by Gilbert as “Podiceps gularis” 

Current name: Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae (Stephens, 1826). 

Of the list of museum skin specimens below, only the 
one now in Philadelphia could have been collected by John 
Gilbert. Most, if not all, of the others are likely to have 
been obtained by John MacGillivray. However, several 
eggs of the Australasian Grebe collected by Gilbert, or 
obtained from Aborigines, at Port Essington are extant in 
the collections of the NHM (Tring outstation). 


Gilbert’s notes on “ Podiceps —(103)... Ung=bur=r=wa” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 4d) relate that he saw very few 
of these grebes, but he was led to suppose that they were 
much more common towards the mainland during the rainy 
season, as the local Aborigines brought in vast quantities of 
their eggs during the month of February. Gould described 
this bird under his name Podiceps gularis (originally 
published in the Synopsis of the birds of Australia and the 
adjacent islands in 1837) in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 7: text to plate 81); although he did mention Port 
Essington birds, the type of Podiceps gularis Gould was 
obviously collected much earlier and is from New South 
Wales. 

CSIRO found this grebe uncommon, only present in 
ones and twos on some of the lagoons on Smith Point. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 4596 (Verreaux No. 1335). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1844.7.15.11. Immature. Collected [probably by a crew 
member of l l.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington, August 1843. 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.6. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845]. J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1902.2.20.193-194.2 eggs. Obtained by John Gilbert [at Port 

Essington] on 6 March 1841. Originally Gould Collection, 
later in the collections of Canon H.B. Tristram (Tristram 
Catalogue page 690, no. 690a) and then Philip Crowley 
(Crowley rcg. vol. 6:36). Both eggs are labelled in Gilbert’s 
writing. 

BMNH 1962.1.44. 1 egg. Obtained by John Gilbert [at Port 
Essington] on 4 March 1841. Gould Collection. Labelled in 
Gilbert’s writing. 

BMNH No accession number. 1 egg (clutch mark 177T). Obtained 
by John Gilbert [at Port Essington] on 25 February 1841. 
Buckley Collection. Two eggs are given the clutch mark 
I77x but only one is labelled in Gilbert's writing, and the 
other (should be 177o?) is a different size and may be from 
another clutch. 

LIVM D.5380. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray's field 
number 152). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

LIVM D.5380a. Unsexed. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 1537). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

ANWC M; 2F. Collected at Smith Point Lagoon, 26 July and 14 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 115). 

PROCELLARIIFORMES: 

HYDROBATIDAE and OCEANITIDAE 

Northern and/or Southern Storm Petrel groups 

John Gilbert did not record any petrels at Port Essington, 
and none from that locality were mentioned by Gould in 
The birds of Australia, but several were seen by H..I. Frith 
on 20 September 1968, while he was in a boat off Vashon 
Head (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 
113). The most likely species would have been Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus, as individuals are 
known to winter in northern Australian seas from July 
to September. Indeed there is a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 
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labelled “Port Essington” (almost certainly in Gilbert’s 
hand but rather shakily written - perhaps he was on a 
boat?) in the collections of the NHM (Tring outstation). 
This specimen was queried by Alexander (1920: 17) but 
in fact may represent a perfectly valid record. An entry by 
Salvin in Catalogue of birds in the British Museum under 
Cymodroma melanogaster (1896, vol. xxv: 366) led the 
NHM stall to a specimen of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel 
Fregetta tropica in the Tring collections. This is labelled 
“Port Essington” in a similarly shaky hand - as on the 
label attached to the Wilson's Storm-Petrel, and typical 
of John Gilbert' writing, it looks rather like “Eggington”. 
This storm-petrel is however not known from the coast of 
the Northern Territory, and indeed Marchant and Higgins 
(1990: 703, column 1) thought Salvin’s entry needed 
further investigation. 

Specimens: 

Oceanites oceanicus 

BMNH 1888.5.18.9. Adult. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. Salvin-Godman Collection. 

Fregetta tropica 

BMNH 1888.5.18.24. Adult. Collected [by John Gilbert] at “Port 
Essington” [1840-1841], Salvin-Godman Collection. 
Unlikely to be labelled with the correct locality - perhaps 
collected on one of Gilbert’s voyages to, or from, the 
colony. 

PELECANIFORMES: SULIDAE 

Brown Booby 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Sula (Booby) ” 

Current name: Sula leucogasterplotus (Forster, 1844). 

John Gould referred to boobies from Port Essington 
“killed within the harbour ” in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 7: text to plate 78) under Sula J'usca, 
and in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, 
vol. 2: 507) under another synonym, Sula fiber Linnaeus. 
Gould may have misread John Gilbert’s few comments 
on this species under “ Sula -- (90) ... Mar=ga” in his 
notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 4a), as these actually 
comprise the words “This is abundant alt round the coast, 
but I have never seen it inside the harbour ”, Only one 
nineteenth century specimen from anywhere near the 
Cobourg Peninsula has been located; this was recently 
found by Ian McAllan in NMV - still with an original 
Gilbert label, which had been hidden in the folds of the 
bird’s foot (Fig. 95). Presumably the fact that Gilbert 
asterisked this species was an indication that he had not 
collected the bird at Port Essington itself. He must have 
been on board the Lulworth on her way back from Timor 
at the time. 

CSIRO did not collect any specimens, but they saw 
several birds during their stay. A few were seen about two 
miles off Vashon Flead in September 1968. D.A. Lindner 
made several sightings off the north coast, and collected 
one specimen. 



Fig. 95. Male Brown Booby collected by John Gilbert off Melville 
Island in October 1840, while on his way back to Port Essington 
from Timor. Gilbert’s original field label (stained and diny, but still 
readable), which had been tucked in between the folds of the bird's 
foot, was discovered and extracted by ornithological sleuth lan 
McAllan, and can be seen at the bottom left of the photograph. This 
is the only 19th century Brown Booby specimen from the Cobourg 
Peninsula area to have been located, and it is also one of the few 
Gould Collection specimens to be held in an Australian museum 
(NMV B. 17578). Photographed by Wayne Longmore, < Melbourne 
Museum, Victoria. 

Specimens: 

NMV B.17578 (Fig. 95). M. adult. Collected by John Gilbert 
off Melville Island, 29 October 1840. Gould Collection, 
received in 1859. 

ANWC F, adult. Collected by D.A. Lindner on the Cobourg 
Peninsula [1966-1969], (Frith and Calaby 1974: 114). 

PELECANIFORMES: ANH1NGIDAE 

Australasian Darter 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Plotus — “ 

Current name: Anhinga novaehollandiae (Gould, 1847). 

The asterisk denotes that Gilbert saw, but did not collect 
any Darters at Port Essington. A male “ Plotus ” obtained in 
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November 1844 (collection number 160) is included in the 
13th Earl of Derby’s manuscript list of John MacGillivray’s 
specimens from Port Essington, most of which are now in 
NML (see Appendix 2), but this individual is not listed in 
any of the Derby Stockbooks and cannot be found in the 
collections, and does not seem to be in the NHM (Tring 
outstation) either. In fact, no Darter specimens from Port 
Essington have been located, but one was seen by Dominic 
Serventy on a reef in the month of August, a female was on 
Banteng Lagoon in August 1961, and one bird was sunning 
itself on the edge of Base Camp in July 1965. 

PELECANIFORMES: PHALACROCORACIDAE 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Phalacrocoraxflavirhynchus” 
Current name: Microcarbo melctnoleucos (Vieillot, 
1817). 

John Gould mentioned the nesting behaviour of this 
cormorant at Port Essington in both The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 7: text to plate 70) and the Handbook to 
the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 494), where “at this 
time they are exceedingly pugnacious' 1 . These notes do not 
appear to match any made by John Gilbert, who made no 
reference to any cormorants on the Cobourg Peninsula apart 
from recording (in his Ornithological Notes, vol. 2: 647, 
QML), that “Plialacrocorax melanoleucus" was present at 
Port Essington. 

No specimens of the Little Pied Cormorant were collected 
by the CSIRO survey, but they saw three birds - at Danger 
Point and Smith Point, all in the month of August. 

Little Black Cormorant 

Current name: Pha/acrocorax sulcirostris (Brandt, 
1837). 

Two old specimens of Plialacrocorax sulcirostris from 
Port Essington have been found. Presumably this species 
was not collected by John Gilbert, as he made no notes 
about it. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 5432 (Verreaux No. 1403). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.5398. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
131). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 41). 

Great Cormorant 

Current name: Plialacrocorax carbo (Linnaeus, 1758). 

Apart from the Harvard specimen, which needs 
checking, no specimens of Great Cormorant seem to 
exist from Port Essington and none of the members of 
the twentieth-century fauna surveys recorded it, although 
potentially it could occur there. However, it is worth 
noting that there is an entry for a “ Plialacrocorax nova 


Hollandiae ” (= Plialacrocorax carbo), donated by the 13th 
Earl of Derby, in the Register at the NHM’s outstation at 
Tring (1845.5.21.3). The other three birds in this short list 
of specimens received from Lord Derby are all from Port 
Essington, but unfortunately there is now no sign of a bird 
with this accession number amongst the Great Cormorant 
skins still in the Tring collections. The database has also 
been checked for any cormorant with this number. 
Specimen: 

MCZ 11763 (Bonaparte Collection no. 1510). Adult, F. Collected 
at Port Essington, 71858 [probably 1838-1849]. Collection 
of Prince Charles Bonaparte, received 1869. Information 
from the MCZ database. The collection date of 1858 looks 
dubious, and may in fact be the date that the specimen 
was given to another collection by Bonaparte (he gave 
much material to the MNHN, Paris in 1858; perhaps this 
specimen came from France). 

PELECANIFORMES: PELECANIDAE 

Australian Pelican 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Pelecanus Novae=Hollandiae 
Current name: Pelecanus conspicillatus Temminck, 
1824. 

Like John Gilbert, the CS1RO survey did not collect any 
specimens, but pelicans were seen on Banteng Lagoon at 
Danger Point between 5 and 17 August 1961. The greatest 
number seen on any one day was 130. A pair was seen flying 
southwards in Port Bremer in July 1965. 

Specimen: 

BMNH No accno (probably 1842.1.13.119). Adult. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection. 

PELECANIFORMES: FREGATIDAE 

Lesser Frigatebird 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Tachypetes aquilus ” 

Current name: presumably Fregata ariel (Gray, 1845). 

By synonymy Tachypetes aquilus is Fregata aquila 
(Linnaeus), which is an Atlantic Ocean bird. Gilbert must 
have been referring to the Lesser Frigatebird Fregata arid 
(Gray, 1845), which had not yet been described. 

The collections at the NHM (Tring outstation) 
include a Lesser Frigatebird skin marked “N.W. Coast 
of Australia” which, as it is from the Captain William 
Chambers Collection, may well be actually from Port 
Essington (1842.1.13.118, labelled "M. Irides chocolate 
brown”). Indeed an ink line originating from the entry "Port 
Essington” at the top of the page in the BMNH Register 
continues past this accession number. 

Six Lesser Frigatebirds were seen by the CSIRO survey 
flying over Danger Point in the month of August. They 
were also seen at Smith Point, Port Bremer, Port Essington, 
Sandy Island (No. 2), Two Hills Bay and off Araru Point. 
No specimens were collected. 
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CICONIIFORMES: ARDE1DAE 

White-faced Heron 

Current name: Egretta novciehollandiae (Latham, 
1790). 

Gilbert did not record Egretta novaehollandiae from the 
north coast, but a White-faced Heron from Port Essington 
is in the Gould Collection in Philadelphia (ANSP 6685) 
- although Gould insisted in the Handbook to the birds 
of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 299) that he had never seen a 
specimen from the north coast, and consequently he inferred 
that it was not found there. Stone (1913: 143) incorrectly 
attributed the Verreaux number of this White-faced Heron 
(VN.1322) to ANSP 6543, a Botaurus poiciloptilus from 
South Australia. This is a result of a Register error; three 
Australian Bitterns were received from Gould much 
later than the main collection, so these therefore have no 
Verreaux numbers (ANSP 6543, 6544, 6545). 

CS1RO saw a few White-faced Herons on the lagoon at 
Base Camp, and single birds at Caiman Creek, on the King 
River and at East Station Point. Dominic Serventy saw one 
at Danger Point, presumably in August, 1961. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6685 (Verreaux No. 1322). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANWC 1M, collected at Camp Lagoon, 17 August 1965. Wings in 
moult (Frith and Calaby 1974: 116). 

Little Egret 

Listed by Gilbert as “Egretta (Little Egret) ” 

Current name: Egretta garzetta nigripes (Temminck, 
1840). 

A synonym of Egretta garzetta nigripes is Herodias 
immaculata Gould, 1846. Gould’s description of this form 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 
58), recorded that the types were from the “Northern Portion 
of Australia”, but both the Philadelphia specimens which 
are recorded as types are in fact marked “Port Essington”. 
The two specimens also appear to be tinged with yellow, 
especially on the tail plumes, when all the plumage (apart 
from the area around the eye) is shown as white in Gould's 
plate in The birds of Australia. 

Gould used Gilbert's observations on this bird in his 
long descriptive account in The birds of Australia, which 
he then copied for the Handbook to the birds of Australia 
(1865, vol. 2: 304). Both these accounts of Gould’s are 
identical and run as follows: 

"On one occasion, while lying at anchor in Van 
Diemen s Gulf about half a mile from an isolated 
rock, covered with a stunted plant growing from 
the crevices, 1 saw these birds repairing thither for 
the purpose of roosting in such numbers, that in a 
very short time the dark-coloured rock assumed an 
appearance of snowy whiteness, resembling in the 
distance, and particularly by moonlight, a pile of 
snow; at the same time I observed them in different 


parts ofthe harbour congregated in flocks, and when 
seen perched upon the branches overhanging the 
water, they greatly resembled a flock of Cockatoos; 
but although they are met with in such numbers, it is 
by no means easy to procure specimens, for a more 
shy and wary bird is scarcely to be found. 

These extracts were taken from Gilbert s notes for 
“Egretta — (16) - Yab=be=ruk” (now in CUL Gould 
Collection Box 9c). Gilbert also stated in these notes that 
the “White Crane” could be seen in almost every part of 
the peninsula, from the open beach to more secluded parts 
of the harbour, swamps or lakes. 

Note that Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 139) was in 
error when he stated that “A female (No. 6386) from Port 
Essington is also in our Gould Collection ; He was probably 
referring to ANSP 6686, which is one oi a pair ol Ardea 
novaehollandiae and is actually from New South Wales. In 
the Academy’s Register the words “type ol immaculata" 
are written against Ardea novaehollandiae ANSP 6686 and 
6685, but the writer had started two lines too high on the 
Register; this remark should have been appended to ANSP 
6687 and 6688. 

Dominic Serventy recorded just one bird on Banteng 
Lagoon, Danger Point in August 1961, but no specimens 
were collected — or indeed definitely identified - by the 
main CSIRO survey (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6687 (Verreaux No. 1710). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Herodias immaculata Gould, 1846 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 142) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype" of 
Herodias immaculata Gould, 1846 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 139) = lectotype. 

ANSP 6688 (Verreaux No. 1709). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype" of Herodias 
immaculata Gould, 1846 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
!39) = paralectotype. 

Eastern Reef Egret 

Current name: Egretta sacra (Gmelin, 1789). 

John Gould used Johann Forster’s synonym Ardea 
jugularis for the blue form of the Eastern Reef Egret in both 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 60) 
and the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 
307-308). In these accounts Gould quoted long notes from 
the colony written by both John MacGillivray and John 
Gilbert, but no Port Essington specimens can now be found 
that are actually attributable to either man. 

Gilbert found “ Ardea - (99) ... Blue Crane” breeding 
in August on rocks and small islets close to the mainland 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 9c). He went into much detail 
about the nesting habits and numbers of the eggs he found - 
two or three eggs in each of over fifty nests, some so close 
they were nearly touching. Skins of such long-legged birds 
are hard to prepare and carry, which is presumably why the 
only specimen found so far which was definitely collected 
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by Gilbert is a disarticulated skeleton, which fits neatly into 
quite a small box. However, the single cabinet skin now in 
ANSP is also possibly his, as is the egg now in the NHM 
(Tring outstation). 

CSIRO found both colour-phases of the Eastern Reef 
Egret to be common on the coast, usually occuring in pairs, 
but one flock of nine birds (seven white and two blue) was 
seen. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6674 (Verreaux No. 1717). Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Blue phase. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.98. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. White phase. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.99. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. White 
phase. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.100. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. Not 
found in 1997 or 2003. 

BMNH 1881.1.17.73. Disarticulated skeleton. Collected by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], Thomas Eyton 
Collection, purchased by the BMNH from the dealer 
Gerrard. Labelled by Gilbert as “Ardea purpurea. Port 
Essington. 66”, his identification later corrected. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.256. I egg. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 
Gould Collection. 

PMNH 41572. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
27 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F. Collected at Port Bremer, 18 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 118). Blue (“grey”) phase. 

Great-billed Heron 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ardea (Purple) ” 

Current name: This is probably Ardea sumatrana Raffles, 
1822. 

John Gould’s name Ardea rectirostris is considered to 
be a synonym of Ardea cinerea and actually based on an 
immature Indian bird, but- as a note in Meyer dc Schauensee 
(1957: 137) confirms - Gould later began using rectirostris 
in error to denote the very different Ardea sumatrana ; thus 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text and plate 
54) Gould describes the “Great-billed Heron ... of Port 
Essington ” under rectirostris. Gould’s text was based on 
John Gilbert’s notes under the heading “ Ardea — (111)... 
Oo=loo=munga” (CUL Gould Collection Box 9c). Gilbert 
found a nest belonging to this bird at Port Essington in early 
February [ 1841 ], it was at least 80 feet from the ground in a 
Melaleuca tree. Gilbert commented that the bird was very 
reluctant to leave its nest, and: 

“... instead of the harsh croak usually heard from 
this bird, its note on this occasion was drawn out to 
a considerable length, at times resembling distant 
thunder; then again it would suddenly change it to 
very like the groan of a man in extreme agony. " 

Gilbert further remarked that the Great-billed Heron 
was a solitary bird, only found in secluded creeks or 
around the mangroves. Gould recorded that Gilbert could 
not procure an adult, a young bird (presumably the one 


now in ANSP) being the only specimen he had obtained. 
John MacGillivray observed the Great-billed Heron at Port 
Essington, but he too only managed to obtain one immature, 
at the head of a bay called “Wan=man=mema”. This latter 
is probably the second skin listed below in the collections 
at the NHM (Tring outstation). Gould also received a “fine 
adult” from Dr Sibbald, presumably the first of the NHM 
skins listed. 

The CSIRO survey, like Gilbert, found the bird rare. 
Usually one or two could be found in the mangroves of 
the deeper bays. Sometimes individuals were seen on the 
seashore, and once far out on a rock at Stewart Point. A nest 
at Port Bremer with fragments of eggshell was believed to 
belong to this species. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6740 (Verreaux No. 1329). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.42. (Male in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1846.9.1.2. Immature. Collected [by John MacGillivray] 
at [Wan=man=mema Bay], Port Essington [1843-1845]. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

BMNH 1881.1.17.73. Register entry for [skin of] “Ardeapurpureus 

probably refers to a specimen of this species. Collected at 
Port Essington [1838-1849]. Collection ofThomas C. Eyton, 
purchased from Edward Gerrard (natural history dealer). 
Probably originally from the Gould Collection. Missing, 
2005. 

BMNH 1962.1.77. 2 eggs. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1848]. 
Gould Collection, donated 1848. 

PMNH 41570. F. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port Essington, 
30 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F. Collected at south-west Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974:115). 

Pied Heron 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ardea (Blue and White) (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Egrettapicata (Gould, 1845). 

Gould’s original description o\'Ardea (Herodias)picata 
was published in Proceedings of the Zoological Society of 
London in 1845 (1845b: 62). In his account of this species 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 
62, which was published in 1846), Gould stated that he had 
originally described this heron from specimens obtained at 
Port Essington by both John Gilbert and Lieutenant Ince 
(of the Fly). 

Stone (1913: 143) listed the adult female now in 
ANSP (ANSP 6668) as the “Type” of Ardea (Herodias) 
picata , although this decision ignores the fact that “ young 
specimens ” are also mentioned in the original description 
(Gould 1845b). Meyer de Schauensee (1957) did not 
include a discussion of Ardea picata in his type list. The 
Verreaux Catalogue of the Gould Collection now in ANSP, 
which is almost unreadable at this point, lists another two 
“Herodias picata ” from the Port Essington area - ANSP 
1715, an immature female from Van Diemen Gulf (from 
the locality, almost certainly a John Gilbert specimen) and 
ANSP 1716, an immature male labelled with the locality 
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Port Essington. These are both still extant in the collections 
at ANSP, but unfortunately none of the three birds are still 
labelled with their collector’s identity. Stone’s adult female 
“Type” (the lectotype), although a nice specimen, has a kink 
in the neck-which is not usual in Gilbert’s specimens-and 
is the more likely to have been collected by John Ince. 

There are specimens in Tring and RMNH that could also 
have type significance for Ardeapicata Gould. The bird at 
the NHM (Tring outstation) bears a number that relates to 
a collection received from J.B. Jukes (who was, like John 
Ince, on the Fly), but the specimen is mis-labelled as being 
from the Gould Collection. This specimen fits the details 
of Gould’s type description fairly well for plumage, but 
the measurements are not very close. Although the adult 
bird now in RMNH is not marked as being from the Gould 
Collection, it is from their Old Collection and therefore must 
be from the settlement period, and may thus also have type 
status. However, it has a very short bill compared to the 
value given in the type description. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size (inches) 

Original 

descript. 

BMNH 

1846.10.14.11 

RMNH Old 
catalogue No. 1 

Total length 

17 

16V4 

(mounted) 

Bill 

3 'A 

3'A 

2 5 /s ( 66 ) 

Wing 

10 

8 V 4 

8 l 3 /if. (223) 

Tail 

3'/2 

3 Vs 

3Vi6 (81) 

Tarsus 

3'/4 

3 

3'/s (79) 


John Gilbert mentioned the discovery of this species 
in a letter to Gould from Port Essington written on 19 
September 1840: 

“among the most prominent of my Birds, and which are 
new to me, ...a very small species of blue and white Heron 
..." (MLS CY Reel 461: 712-715). 

Gould quoted extensively from Gilbert’s manuscript 
notes, both in The birds of Australia and in the Handbook 
to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 306): 

“Oo=Ie=buk=o ... This is an inhabitant of inland 
Swamps, where they are usually seen in small 
families, and frequently in company of other species; 
it is not abundant in the swamps and Lakes in the 
vicinity of the Harbour, but on the Islands at the head 
of Van Diemens Gulf, they appeared very numerous. ” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 9c). 

The CS1RO survey did not see Pied Herons on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, but Dominic Serventy saw a group 
of nine on a lagoon at Danger Point in August 1961 (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974). The bird seems 
surprisingly scarce at Port Essington, considering how 
common it is near Darwin and in western Arnhem Land. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 6668 (Verreaux No. 1714). F. [Probably collected by John 
Ince] at Port Essington [1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 
Designated "Type” of Ardea (Herodias) picata Gould, 1845 
by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913:143) = lectotype. 


ANSP 6669 (Verreaux No. 1715). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Van Diemen Gulf, Cobourg Peninsula [late August 1840], 
Gould Collection. Probably from the type series of Ardea 
(Herodias) picata Gould, 1845. 

ANSP 6670 (Verreaux No. 1716). M, immature. [Probably 
collected by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
Gould Collection. Probably from the type series of Ardea 
(Herodias) picata Gould, 1845. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.11 (not .14). Adult. Port Essington [collected 
1843-1845]. “Gould Collection” (actually from the J.B. 
Jukes Collection). Possibly from the type series of Ardea 
(Herodias) picata Gould, 1845. 

L1VM D.4675s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
148). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Specimen lent 
by Lord Derby to John Gould in June 1845 and returned the 
same month (see Appendix 2: No. 33). No type significance 
(Gould's type description of Ardea (Herodias) picata was 
read before the Zoological Society of London on 27 May 
1845). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Notophoyxpicata' No. 1. M, adult. Mount. 

Port Essington. Unknown Collection. Possibly from the 
type series of Ardea (Herodias) picata Gould, 1845. 

Eastern Great Egret 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ardea (New species) (Major) ” 
Current name: this probably is Ardea modesta J.E. Gray, 
1831. 

John Gould described the Australian form of the Great 
Egret as Herodias syrmatophorus in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 56). The types are from New 
South Wales. Although Gould did not specify that he had 
any material from Port Essington, there is an Eastern Great 
Egret from that locality in the Gould Collection now in 
ANSP; this bird was originally labelled with Gould’s name 
Herodias syrmatophorus. It was found to be firmly stuck to 
an insect trap but has now been carefully disentangled. 

John Gilbert appears to have left no manuscript notes 
concerning this species. The CSIRO survey saw the Great 
Egret in various lagoons during the dry season, but it was 
not seen in the wet. Dominic Serventy recorded “ scores' at 
Danger Point in August 1961. It seems there is little habitat 
on the Cobourg Peninsula to attract this species. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 6715 (Verreaux No. 1705). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Listed and labelled as Herodias 
syrmatophorus. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 13th August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 117). 

Intermediate Egret 

Current name: Ardea intermedia Wagler, 1829. 

Gould’s types of the name Herodias plumiferus (a 
synonym of Ardea intermedia) are from New South Wales 
(Gould 1848a, the specimens now being in Philadelphia), but 
there is also an immature from Port Essington in the Gould 
Collection at ANSP (see specimens list). In his Handbook 
to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 303) Gould only 
referred to one bird from this area, from the “north coast”. 
There are also three eggs listed from “North Australia” in 
the Gould Collection at the NHM (Tring outstation) (Oates 
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1901-1912 (1902), vol. 2: 115). Gilbert does not seem to 
have mentioned this species in his manuscript notes. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) appear 
to have thought that Gilbert’s account of the Little Egret 
Egretta garzetta nigripes (see former account) actually 
concerned the Intermediate Egret Arden intermedia , they 
were therefore deeply puzzled that Gilbert appeared to think 
the Intermediate Egret very common when they had only 
identified it twice, both times at Smith Point Lagoon. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 6723 (Verreaux No. 1708). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

L1VM D.4679s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 161). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
MacGillivray. 

ANWC F. Collected at Smith Point Lagoon No 4, 14 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 118). 

Striated Heron 

Listed by Gilbert as “Botanrns (Little grey) ” 

Current name: Butorides striata stagnatilis (Gould, 
1848). 

Both ANSP specimens listed below are labelled as types, 
and both fit the details of the original description (Gould 
1848a), which included plumage details of both adult and 
young. Gould repeated these plumage details in his text for 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 67). 
Although he stated in this account that his plate was of a 
male and female, the left-hand bird is in fact an immature, 
and was almost certainly modelled on the young bird now 
in Philadelphia (see Meyer de Sehauensee’s comments 
(1957: 138) about ANSP 6567). 

In Gould’s The birds of Australia account, also repeated 
in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2:317- 
318), he mentioned that John Gilbert had found a colony of 
these birds breeding on two small islets in Coral Bay, near 
the entrance to the harbour of Port Essington. Their nests, of 
which there were about thirty, were built in mangroves and 
in Hibiscus trees; they were very frail structures and none 
were more than six feet from the ground. Gould’s text here 
is based on Gilbert’s manuscript for “ Botaurus — (86), 
Wor=gor! ... Little Grey Bittern” (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 9a), in which Gilbert also recorded that he had visited 
the Coral Bay colony during the last week in November 
[1840], Gilbert’s description ofthe group of thirty nests is 
most unusual, as the Striated Heron is normally a solitary 
nester in Australia (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 2001). 

Gilbert also left some notes from Port Essington 
on a form of bittern which he called "Botaurus — (26) 
Wor=gorl. Little Brown Bittern” (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 9a). The fact that the Aboriginal name is the same 
as for Gilbert’s “Little Grey Bittern” suggests this may 
also refer to individuals of the Striated Heron Butorides 
striata stagnatilis, possibly immatures or rufous-phase 
birds. Gilbert found his “Little Grey Bittern” exclusively 


in mangrove swamps and received some eggs on 6 January 
[1841], but their present whereabouts is not known - they 
are not in the collections of the NHM at their outstation in 
Tring, although they do still have a clutch of Striated Heron 
eggs which Gilbert collected in November 1840, from the 
date presumably at Coral Bay. 

Only one of the CSIRO specimens is in adult plumage. 
The survey found this heron quite common amongst the 
mangroves, and they recorded it at Caiman Creek, Knocker 
Bay and Aiton Creek. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6566 (Verreaux No. 1316). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Ardetta stagnatilis Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 143) = lectotype; Designated “Cotype" of 
Ardetta stagnatilis Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 138) = lectotype. 

ANSP 6567 (Verreaux No. 1317). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated 
“Cotype" of Ardetta stagnatilis Gould, 1848 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 138) = paralectotype. 

BMNH 1962.1.111a and b. 2 eggs. Collected by John Gilbert [at 
Coral Bay], Port Essington. 25 November 1840. “Wilson” 
[= Gould] Collection. 

AM A.4557. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 
PMNM 41573 and 41574. 2M, both “TE”. Collected by David H. 

Parsons at Port Essington, 27 and 28 June 1954. Parsons 
Collection. Both skins are folded. 

ANWC 2M. Collected Caiman Creek, 3-4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 117). 

ANWC Unsexed. Collected Knocker Bay 17 May 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:117). 

Nankeen Night Heron 

Listed by Gilbert as “Nycticorax Caledonicus ” 

Current name: Nycticorax caledonicus (Gmelin, 1789). 

No Nankeen Night Heron specimens collected by John 
Gilbert can be located at present, and his notes indicate 
that they were not abundant at Port Essington (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 9a). According to these notes, the 
“Al=or=woon” (Gilbert’s species number 107) was only 
seen in swamps and inland lakes. 

Nankeen Night Herons were often seen in mangroves 
and thickly foliaged trees by the CSIRO survey, but they 
thought them to be less common in the Port Essington 
district than at Darwin. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1846.10.14.“21” (should be .31). M, ad. Collected at Port 
Essington by John MacGillivray (the label is in his writing) 
[1843-1845], but the NIIM label records this as Jukes. J.B. 
Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.4665s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
129). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 47). 

LIVM D.4698s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
128). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 39). 

ANWC Immature, skull only preserved. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 
13th August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 119). 
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Nankeen Night Heron 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Botaurus (Australis?)” 

Current name: probably also Nycticorax caledonicus 
(Gmelin, 1789) 

By synonymy Botaurus Australis is Botaurus 
poiciloptilus (Wagler, 1827), the Australasian Bittern. This, 
however, does not occur in northern Australia. It is possible 
that what Gilbert was referring to here was a sighting of an 
immature Nankeen Night Heron. 

Black Bittern 

Listed by Gilbert as “Botaurus (New species) ” 

Current name: this is probably Ixobiychus flavicoUis 
gouldi (Bonaparte, 1855). 

Gould’s account regarding “Ardettal flavicollis” in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 65) 
includes the information that he had received specimens 
from New South Wales, Swan River and Port Essington. 
The Verreaux Catalogue of the Gould specimens that were 
sent to ANSP lists five specimens under Ardetta flavicollis: 
two from New South Wales, two from Port Essington and 
one from the “N.W. Coast” (which must be the one collected 
by George Grey, to which Gould also referred in his account 
in The birds of Australia). 

John Gilbert thought the Black Bittern at Port Essington 
to be a different species from the bittern in Western Australia 
- he specifically mentioned his view in a letter he wrote 
from Perth to Gould on 2 January 1843 (Liverpool City 
Libraries: 920 DER (13) 1/6/67/6, see Fisher 1985): 

“I have also obtained a species of Bittern. I think 
different from the larger of the two Port Essington 
species, I have two specimens, one obtained on the 
Harvey river, the other / purchased of a man who 
had shot it from the nest which contained four eggs, 
these I have. ” 

The specimen from the Harvey River (Western 
Australia) is in the collections at NML; it is in fact a Black 
Bittern and was collected by Gilbert on 27 December 
1842. Black Bitterns from New South Wales are in the 
Gould Collections at ANSP and RMNH, and there are two 
specimens from Port Essington in ANSP. However, there 
are no Black Bitterns from Port Essington that are definitely 
attributable to Gilbert. 

No Black Bitterns were collected by the CSIRO survey, 
nor were they mentioned in the survey report. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6605 (Verreaux No. 1312). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 6607 (Verreaux No. 1315). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.32. F, ad. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. “Gould Collection” (actually 
from J.B. Jukes Collection). 

LIVM D.4689s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, January 1845 (MacGillivray’s field number 
2072 or 3). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received 
from MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 


CICONIIFORMES: THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
Glossy Ibis 

Current name: Plegadis falcinellus (Linnaeus, 1766). 

Old museum specimens of Glossy Ibis do exist from 
Port Essington, although John Gilbert does not appear to 
have mentioned this species. A Port Essington specimen 
which is now in NMV does appear to have been collected 
by him, although it is not a good specimen and it may be 
that Gilbert only labelled it. 

Glossy Ibises were also seen (but not collected) by 
Dominic Serventy at Danger Point in 1961; two birds were 
also seen by CSIRO on a swampy meadow on King River 
in August 1965. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11113 (Verreaux No. 1693). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.30. M. adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. J.B. Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.4775s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
166). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via MacGillivray 
(see Appendix 2). 

LIVM D.4776s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
176). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via MacGillivray 
(see Appendix 2). 

LIVM D.4778s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 195). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
MacGillivray. 

NMV B.19596. Immature. Port Essington [collected 1840-1841?]. 

Gould Collection, received in 1859. A brief collecting label 
bears Gilbert’s hand. 

Australian White Ibis 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ibis strictipennis ” 

Current name: Threskiornis moluccastrictipennis (Gould, 
1838). 

Gilbert’s manuscript notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 
9a) for “ Ibis strictipennis ? (109)... Yum-bull=bull’ include 
the observation that this bird generally lived in family 
groups around lakes and swamps. 

More recently it has proved uncommon in most parts 
of the Cobourg Peninsula. Dominic Serventy collected a 
single specimen, a juvenile, at Camp Lagoon. The bird was 
only really common at Danger Point where there are large 
freshwater lagoons. CSIRO scientists saw over fifty birds 
there in September 1968. 

Specimens: 

LIVM D.4721s. M. immature. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 187). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received 
from MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.4734s. F, immature. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 194). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received 
from MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

ANWC M, juvenile. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 27 July 1965 (Frith 

and Calaby 1974: 119). 
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Straw-necked Ibis 

Current name: Threskiornis spinicollis (Jameson, 
1835). 

John Gilbert did not find the Straw-necked Ibis at Port 
Essington, but the CSIRO survey recorded that the birds had 
a similar status there as the Australian White Ibis (although 
they did not collect any specimens). 

Royal Spoonbill 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Platalea Regia’’ 

Current name: Platalea regia Gould, 1838. 

Gould mentioned in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 6: text to plate 50) that he had seen specimens from Port 
Essington, and these must have included William Chambers’ 
specimen (recorded in the list below). However, the Royal 
Spoonbill was not recorded at all by the CSIRO survey. 
Specimen: 

BMNH No Accno (but, from Register, probably 1842.1.13.113, if 
so, is F). Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

C1CONII FORMES: CICONIIDAE 

Black-necked Stork, or Jabiru 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Mycteria Australis" 

Current name: Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus (Latham, 
1790). 

Gould commented in his account of “Mycteria Australis” 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 51) 
that ’’hath Mr. Gilbert and Mr. MacGillivray met with it at 
Port Essington, but did not procure specimens; the former 
also encountered it in the lagoons of the interior, while in 
company with Dr. Leicliardt [sic]”. The latter comments 
concerned Jabirus seen by Gilbert in Queensland while on 
the Leichhardt Expedition of 1844-1845. 

Single Jabirus or pairs were seen infrequently by the 
CSIRO survey throughout the seasons. The party members 
refrained from collecting specimens due to the costs of 
skinning and transport. 

FALCON1 FORMES: ACCIPITRIDAE 
Eastern Osprey 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pandion leucocephala” 

Current name: Pandion cristatus (Vieillot, 1816). 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 7a) on the 
Eastern Osprey include comments on the bird in Western 
Australia and at Port Essington. At the latter locality, on 5 
September 1840, Gilbert .. saw a nest of this bird at the 
very summit of the large branches ... after several vain 
attempts to climb it, I reluctantly gave it up ...”. The local 
Aborigines called the Osprey “Joor=joot”. 

The CSIRO survey noted that Eastern Ospreys were 
sparingly distributed along the coastline, and usually seen 
as single birds. Two nests with young were seen (on Sandy 


Island, May 1967 and near Caiman Creek, September 1968, 
see Frith and Calaby 1974: 128). 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.3. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.37. (Male in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
LIVM D.297a. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington, 15 
July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould in 1844. 

NM1NH 2003.52.198. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
USNM 2 F. Collected [by David Johnson] at Port Bremer, 19 
August 1948 (Specht 1964: 359). 

ANWC Adult, probably M. Collected at Base Camp, 22 July 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 127). 

Pacific Baza 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Lepidogenys suberistatus” 
Current name: Aviceda suberistata (Gould, 1838). 

The CSIRO survey recorded just two Pacific Bazas 
during their time at Port Essington, which were swooping 
into a patch of monsoon forest. One was collected. The only 
nineteenth century specimen from the area that appears 
to exist is the one in Brussels, but there is an entry in the 
Crawford Catalogue of the NMINH for a “ Lepidogenys 
rubenstatis ” from Port Essington. This specimen could not 
be found in 1996 but was finally located by NMINH staff 
in 2004, although its provenance must remain uncertain as 
it is from the Crawford Collection. 

Specimens: 

RBINS 4873. M, ad. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849]. 
Received from Parzudaky in 1851. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 123). 

NMINH 2003.52.699. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 

$ 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Elanus axillarius” (“Elanus 
notatus ” deleted) 

Current name: Elanus axillaris (Latham, 1802), not 
notatus as is in most references. 

Richard Schodde (pers. comm.) has informed us that 
his temporary return (Schodde and Tidemann 1993) to 
notatus was a lapsus, and the bird should henceforth return 
to the name axillaris (as in Christidis and Boles 2008). This 
was the name given by Latham to several drawings in the 
Walling Collection (see Schodde and Mason 1980). The 
drawing which Schodde and Mason chose as the lectotype 
is also illustrated in Smith and Wheeler 1988. 

Apart from listing it here, Gilbert did not appear to 
otherwise mention this bird at Port Essington, and Gould 
made no specific mention of northern populations of 
the Black-shouldered Kite in his account in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848). There is a Chambers specimen in 
OUMNH (Fig. 96), but no material seems to have been 
collected by any of the subsequent expeditions. The Dublin 
specimen, which bears “Port Essington" on the label, has 
no traceable history. 
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Fig. 96. Head of a Black-shouldcred Kite collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington on 14 October 1840. Most 
of Chambers’ specimens are in the Tring collections, but there are 
also some in Oxford, which appear to have been transferred to the 
OUMN1I from the Ashmolean Museum. Chambers’ kite is labelled as 
an adult male, but looks immature. The only other Black-shouldered 
Kite specimen known from the Cobourg Peninsula is a rather badly 
documented mount in Dublin, but there is also a sight record dating 
from 1968. C Oxford University Museum ofNatural History. 

The CSIRO survey recorded that one was seen by 
Lindner near Black Point on 10 July 1968 (Frith and 
Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 123). 

Specimens: 

NMINH 2003.52.196. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
OUMNH B/09364 (Fig. 96). M, labelled adult, but looks immature. 

Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington, 
14 October 1840. Chambers Collection, received 1842. 
Somewhat poor specimen (John Gilbert’s expertise was 
unavailable at the time, as he was on his excursion to 
Timor). 

Square-tailed Kite 

Current name: Lophoictinia isura (Gould, 1838). 

CSIRO did not collect any specimens of Square-tailed 
Kite, but Calaby saw a bird gliding above the trees along 
the edge of woodland near Smith Point, on 10 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 124). This kite was not recorded 
by John Gilbert. 

Black-breasted Buzzard 

Current name: Hamirostra melanosternon (Gould, 
1841). 

Again, CSIRO did not collect any specimens of this 
buzzard, but one was seen over Reef Point on 12 August 
1965 and Lindner saw several Black-breasted Buzzards 
during his time at Port Essington (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
124). This species was not recorded by John Gilbert. 


Black Kite 

Listed by Gilbert as "Milvus affinis ” 

Current name: Milvus migrans affinis Gould, 1838. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 7b) include 
these comments: 

"Milvus affinis ... Aboriginal name E=le=nid=jul ... 
on my arrival at Port Essington in July this species 
was extremely abundant, about the Settlement, and 
whenever the Bush was on fire, great numbers were 
to be seen hovering over the smoke, and round the 
outskirts of the fire, closely watching for Lizards, 
and small quadrupeds ...” 

The CSIRO expedition did not collect any specimens, 
but Dominic Serventy saw six Black Kites at the carcass 
of a banteng at Danger Point in August 1961, and another 
individual over his camp four days later. Lindner saw a 
single Milvus migrans affinis flying over Popham Bay in 
August 1968. Frith and Hitchcock commented that the 
species was common elsewhere in the Northern Territory, 
being attracted to offal heaps and garbage. They thought 
the Black Kite would have probably been more numerous 
at Port Essington when the Victoria settlement existed, with 
its kite-attracting human byproducts (Frith and Flilchcock, 
in Frith and Calaby 1974: 124). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 1919 (Verreaux No. 153). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Very poorly made specimen, 
probably not John Gilbert’s. 

OUMNH B/09387. F, adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington, 5 July 1840. Chambers Collection, 
received 1842. 

Whistling Kite 

Listed by Gilbert as “Haliaetus canorus ” 

Current name: Haliastur sphenurus (Vieillot, 1818). 

Gilbert (CUL, Gould Colleetion Box 7a) remarked 
that the “En=na=jook” was not abundant on the Cobourg 
Peninsula; he did not see it so far inland as he had done in 
Western Australia. 

It was, however, found to be common and widespread 
by both the American-Australian and CSIRO expeditions. 
Dominic Serventy (see Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 125) saw a pair attending a nest high up in a 
paperbark at Danger Point (presumably in 1961). 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.21.36. Adult. No locality recorded, but as it is a 
specimen collected by Dr Sibbald, it is probably from Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNII 1846.10.14.26. Adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1848], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.306c. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington, 16 
July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould in 1841. 

NM1NI1 Uncatalogued. M. Port Essington. Recorded in Crawford 
Catalogue, but not found by CF in 1996 or by NMINH staff 
since; presumed lost. 
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PMNH 41657-41660. M and 3F. Collected by David H. Parsons 
at Port Essington between 25 and 27 June 1954. Parsons 
Collection (also see Frith and Calaby 1974: 125). 

AN WC M. F. Collected at Base Camp on 5 August and 28 July 1965 

(Frith and Calaby 1974: 125). 

Brahminy Kite 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ichthyiaetus leucostenms” 
Current name: Haliastur indus girrenera (Vieillot, 
1822). 

Gould described this bird as Haliaeetus leucosternus in 
1838, basing this name on a specimen which is assumed 
to be one now in the ANSP (ANSP 1892, a female from 
New South Wales). According to the text of The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 1: text to plate 4) Gould received 
specimens from Port Essington and from Moreton Bay in 
Queensland, but he only saw the bird once in New South 
Wales (a bird soaring over the brushes of the Lower Hunter 
River). 

Gould paraphrased Gilbert’s notes on this species at 
Port Essington extensively in his text entry for The birds 
of Australia', he included Gilbert’s apt description of the 
bird “ dexterously throwing out its foot" to catch a fish 
which is then “ borne aloft in circles over the head of the 
intruder and devoured while the bird is on the wing, with 
apparent ease". 

Gould also made use of Gilbert's detailed notes on the 
nest and eggs of this bird, although only the eggs of this 
species amongst Gould’s collection in the NHM (Tring 
outstation) are from Moreton Bay (Oates 1901 -1912 (1902), 
vol. 2). Gilbert found two nests made by the Brahminy Kite 
at Port Essington; both had two eggs and were about 30 feet 
from the ground, and about 200 yards from the beach (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 7a; QML, Gilbert’s notes page 7). 
The surface of the eggs was “ sparingly spread over with 
numerous hair-like streaks, or very minute dots of reddish 
brown, the former prevailing and often assuming somewhat 
of the form ofHiroglyphicks ...” 

Gilbert recorded that the Aboriginal name for this bird at 
Port Essington was Me=ne=ii=roo, and that it was usually 
observed inhabiting "very quiet and secluded parts ofdeep 
bays or creeks". It was generally abundant all round the 
Cobourg Peninsula and adjacent islands. 

Although recorded as common at all coastal localities, 
this kite was not collected by the American-Australian 
expedition (Deignan, in Specht 1964). The CS1RO survey 
also found it common, and often saw birds patrolling the 
beach. One was seen feeding there on a fish carcase (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 1822 (Verreaux No. 167). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably the 
model for the immature in the plate for Gould's The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 1: plate 4). Not found in searches 
in 1996 or 1997. 

ANSP 1895 (Verreaux No. 169). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847). Gould Collection. 


BMNI I 1846.10.14.24. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1843-1845], 
J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.25. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1848], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1955.6N.20.773. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at 

Port Essington, November 1848. Captain Owen Stanley 
Collection, ex. Norwich Castle Museum. 

BMNII 1955.6N.20.774. Immature. As above. 

LI VM D.306. F. Collected by John Gilbert at East Bay, 25 January 
1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 
LIVM D.306c. M, young. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. No 
longer extant, information from Stock Book. 

NMINII 2003.51.1502. F. Port Essington. Listed in the Crawford 
Catalogue and found by NMINH staff in 2004. 

NMINII 2003.51.1503. Immature. Port Essington. Listed in the 
Crawford Catalogue and found by NMINH staff in 2004. 
AN WC M. Collected at Base Camp, 10 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 124). 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ichthyiaetus leucogaster" 

Current name: Haliaeetus leucogaster (Gmelin, 1788). 

John Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 7b) 
relate that the Sea-Eagles at Port Essington were “in every 
respect the same in habits here, as in Van Diemen s Land, 
and Western Australia, with the exception of their mode of 
breeding ... at Port Essington. they [their nests] were always 
built in trees". The Aboriginal name was Ning=gurl=gul. 
The Gould Collection specimen now in NMV, which was 
almost certainly collected by Gilbert, was labelled by 
Gould's secretary Edwin Prince as being a “magnificent 
specimen”. 

Both the American-Australian expedition and the 
CSIRO survey found this eagle to be common on all coasts, 
islands, and in every bay visited (Deignan, in Specht 1964; 
Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974). 
Specimens: • 

BMNH 1842.1.13.1. Immature. Collected at Port Essington by 
Captain William Chambers [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

NMV B16504. M. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Gould Collection (received between 1858 and 
1869). 

USNM M, 2-3 months old. Collected from the nest by an Aboriginal 
woman for David Johnson, Bremer Island, 8 August 1948 
(Specht 1964: 359). 

ANWC M, adult. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 127). 

Spotted Harrier 

Current name: Circus assimilis Jardine and Selby, 1828. 

We have noted a female Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis, 
supposedly from Port Essington, in the Crawford Collection 
at the NMINFI (2003.51.1434). This bird seems extremely 
unlikely to have been correctly catalogued and labelled. 

Swamp Harrier 

Current name: Circus approximate Peale, 1848. 

CSIRO did not collect any specimens, but one was seen 
flying over a large paperbark swamp behind Reef Point 
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on 12 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 127). Swamp 
Harriers were not recorded by John Gilbert. 

Brown Goshawk 

Listed by Gilbert as "Aslur like approximans (New 
Species) ” 

Current name: Accipiter fasciatus didimus (Mathews, 
1912) or Accipiter fasciatus fasciatus (Vigors and Horsfield, 
1827). 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 7b) include 
comments on “ Astur like approximans" in both Western 
Australia and at Port Essington. For the latter, he recorded 
that the bird was “ Rather an uncommon species here, having 
seen but two during my stay at Port Essington, one of these 
had attacked the Pigeons in the Settlement". 

The CSIRO survey frequently saw Brown Goshawks at 
Port Essington, and obtained birds from both races. Their 
opinion - that the larger, nominate race is a winter visitor 
from the south and that the smaller race ( didimus ) is more 
sedentary, and resident at Port Essington - agrees with 
Schodde and Tidemann (1993). 

Specimens: 

A ccipiter fasciatus fasciatus 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Smith Point aerodrome lagoon, 5 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 125). 

Accipiter fasciatus didimus 

ANSP 1278 (Verreaux. No. 112). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1955.5.26. Clutch of 2 eggs. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Port Essington [1840-1841 J. Gould Collection. 

RBINS 6298 and 6299. 1mm., female and male. Collected at Port 
Essington [1839-1849], Purchased from Parzudaky, 20 
October 1851. 

AM A.509. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC M, adult. Collected at Smith Point, 5 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 125-126). 

ANWC M, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 16 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 125-126). 

ANWC F. adult. Collected at Victoria. Port Essington, 11 July 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 125-126). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Base Camp, 21 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 125-126). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Smith Point aerodrome, 5 August 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 125-126). 

NTM T.0268. Immature, cabinet skin. Collected by F. Woerle at 
Smith Point on 4 August 1982. From NTM database. Listed 
as Accipiter wallacei, identified as Accipiter fasciatus 
didimus by Richard Willan and Paul Horner, December 
2008. 

Grey Goshawk 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Astur like Novae=Hollandiae 
(New species) ” 

Current name: Accipiter novaehollandiae (Gmelin, 
1788). 

Gould’s accounts in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. I: text to plates 14 and 15) implied that he thought the 
Grey Goshawk (and its white form) was confined to New 
South Wales and Tasmania. Gilbert does include this bird 
under the column for Port Essington in the main list in his 


Ornithological Notes (QML), but with a question mark. 
NM1NH has two birds (one white) marked in its Crawford 
Catalogue as being from Port Essington, but neither could 
be found by CTF in 1996. In 2004, NMINH staff located 
the white specimen, but not the grey bird. 

The CSIRO survey recorded one sighting; a white- 
phase bird, perched in a paperbark at Smith Point Lagoon 
in August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 125). 

Specimens: 

NMINH 2003.52.171. Mount, white form. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. Labelled as “White Goshawk". 

NMINH Uncatalogued. Mount, grey form. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. Missing. 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Accipiter torquatus ” 

Current name: Accipiter cirrhocephalus (Viei 1 lot, 
1817). 

John Gilbert gave details about this bird in Western 
Australia (CUL, Gould Collection Box 7b) but none from 
his time at Port Essington, other than listing it here as a 
sight record. 

The bird was not collected, or otherwise recorded, by 
any of the naturalists visiting Port Essington. There is, 
however, a specimen in Dublin purporting to be from Port 
Essington. 

Specimen: 

NMINH 2003.51.1459. F. Cabinet skin. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. Not entered in Crawford Catalogue. 

Red Goshawk 

Current name: Erythrotriorchis melvillensis (Latham, 
1801). 

Only two settlement-period specimens of Red Goshawk 
from Port Essington have been found. The specimen now at 
RMNFI was presented by “Mr Wilson” (possibly Edward 
Wilson, brother of Dr Thomas Wilson of ANSP). Frith and 
Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974:126) recorded that this 
rare bird was not seen during the CSIRO survey, but that it 
had been collected at Port Essington by David Johnson (see 
below and Fig. 97). It was not recorded by Gilbert. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.2. Adult. [Collected by Captain William 
Chambers] at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Astur radiants” No. 1. F. Mount. Port 
Essington [probably collected 1838-1849], Wilson 
Collection. 

USNM 405591 (Fig. 97). Old adult male in worn plumage. Collected 
by David Johnson on the Cobourg Peninsula, 28 September 
1948 (Specht 1964: 358). 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Aquilafitcosa” 

Current name: Aquila audax (Latham, 1801). 

No specimens from Port Essington have been located 
so far. Wedge-tailed Eagles were not seen by the 1948 
American-Australian expedition (Deignan, in Specht 1964), 
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Fig. 97. Only two settlement-period specimens of Red Goshawk are known from the Cobourg Peninsula. This is the only 20th century record 
and was collected by David Johnson during his brief visit to the Cobourg Peninsula in 1948. It is now in the collections of the Smithsonian 
Museum in Washington (USNM 405591). Image courtesy of and copyrighted by the Smithsonian Institution, Division of Birds. 


but Calaby saw two individuals soaring above Turtle Point 
on 30 July 1965 (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974: 127). 

Australian Little Eagle 

Current name: Hieraaetus morphnoides (Gould, 1841). 

CSIRO found the Little Eagle common and widespread 
throughout the Cobourg Peninsula. It was not recorded by 
John Gilbert. 

Specimen: 

ANWC M, in sub-adult plumage. Collected at Smith Point 
aerodrome lagoon, 5 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
126). 

Brown Falcon 

Listed by Gilbert as " *Ieracidea Berigora” 

Current name: Falco berigora Vigors and Horsfield, 
1827. 

Although Gilbert obviously saw at least one individual, 
he seems to have made no notes about the Brown Falcon on 
the Cobourg Peninsula. He did make detailed observation 
on this species in Western Australia (QML, Ornithological 
Notes vol. 1: 21), so it is quite possible that some, or all, of 
the three Gould Collection Brown Falcons in RMNH are 
from Western Australia rather than Port Essington; they 
bear labels giving both localities. 

Specimens: 

RMNH Old Catalogue: 'Falco berigora" No. 2. M. Mount. Labelled 
“Port Essington” [collected 1838-1849] underneath, labelled 
“Australie, occid.”(= Western Australia) on front. Gould 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Falco berigora" No. 3. M. Mount. Labelled 

“Port Essington” [collected 1838-1849] underneath, labelled 
“Australie, occid.”(= Western Australia) on front. Gould 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: "Falco berigora” No. 4. F. Mount. Labelled 
“Port Essington” [collected 1838-1849] underneath, labelled 
“Australie, occid.”(= Western Australia) on front. Gould 
Collection. 


OUMNH B/09703. M. adult. Stripe-breasted form. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington, 4 October 
1840. Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

OUMNH B/09704. F, adult. Stripe-breasted form (but less heavily 
striped than the male listed above). Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection, received 1842. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Base Camp, 13 July and I August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974:128-129, recorded as Falco berigora 
melvillensis (Mathews)). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Port Bremer, 7 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 128-129, recorded as Falco berigora 
melvillensis (M athews)). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point, 26 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 129, recorded as Falco berigora centralia 
(Mathews)). 

Australian Hobby 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Falco frontatus” 

Current name: Falco longipennis Swainson, 1837. 

Apart from the Chambers specimen, no specimens of 
the Australian Hobby appear to exist from the nineteenth 
century, but the CSIRO survey obtained an immature 
bird which had followed a Tree Martin into one of the 
expedition’s mist nets. 

Specimens: 

OUMNH B/09618. Male, adult. Dark form. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington, 5 January 1841. 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

ANWC M, immature. Collected at Base Camp, 19 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974:128). 

Peregrine Falcon 

Listed by Gilbert as “Falco melanogenys ” 

Current name: Falco peregrinus macropus Swainson, 
1837. 

Gould’s name Falco melanogenys for the Australian 
race of the Peregrine Falcon just post-dated William 
Swainson’s name F. macropus. Gould’s The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 1: text to plate 8) recorded 
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Fig. 98. Only one specimen of Peregrine Falcon is known from the Cobourg Peninsula, although the species has been seen there since the 
settlement period. This male bird was killed by John Gilbert at a lake at Smith Point which was frequented by ducks (LIVM D.340a). © 
National Museums Liverpool. 


that this species was seen, and usually widespread, 
wherever Gould or Gilbert visited in Australia. John 
Gould also quoted Gilbert as having seen a Peregrine 
Falcon which attacked and carried off a Hardhead 
Aythya australis , a duck about the same size as itself. 
Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 7a) include 
this passage: 

“Aboriginal name Mul=ger=e=ate... I only saw one 
specimen of this bird while at Port Essington, and 
from mine being the only specimen killed here, and 
none of the collectors recognising it, I conclude it is 
a very uncommon species in this part of Australia. 

I killed my specimen at a Lake while in the act of 
watching a flock of Ducks. ” 

The Peregrine Falcon was not seen by the American- 
Australian expedition (Deignan, in Specht 1964), but the 
CSIRO survey recorded one bird at Two Hills Bay in July 
1968 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 128). 

Specimen: 

LIVM D.340a. M (Fig. 98). Collected by John Gilbert at Smith 
Point on 27 November 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould in 1841. This must be the specimen 
mentioned by Gilbert (see text above). 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Current name: Fa/co cenchroides Vigors and Horsfield, 
1827. 

The Australian Kestrel was recorded as “ common ” on 
the Cobourg Peninsula by CSIRO. 

Specimens: 

RBINS 6220, 6221 and 6222. M, 2F, all adults. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Purchased from Parzudaky, 20 
October 1851. 

PMNH 41645. M. Collected by David II. Parsons at Port Essington, 
22 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

AN WC M, probably first year bird. Collected at Base Camp, 14 July 

1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 128). 


GRUIFORMES: GRUIDAE 

Brolga 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Grus antigone" 

Current name: Grits ruhicundus (Perry, 1810). 

John Gilbert always used the name Grits antigone 
(the Sarus Crane, a species whose Australian distribution 
is confined to the Cape York area of Queensland) for the 
Brolga Grits rubicundus. Gould and Gilbert seem to have 
been unaware of Perry’s name Ardea rubicunda and it 
appears that Gould treated the Brolga as the same species 
as the Sarus Crane until 1848, when he gave it the name 
Grits australasianus (in The birds of Australia 1840-1848, 
published in pail 30, issued on I March 1848). Gould and 
Gilbert also always referred to the Brolga by its colonial 
name, the Native Companion. 

Gilbert left no notes about this bird, although Gould 
described the Brolga in detail in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 48), in particular using 
observations he had himself made in New South Wales. 

Brolgas were also seen, but not collected, by the CSIRO 
survey. They reported them as frequent, particularly at 
Banteng Lagoon (adjacent to Danger Point). Brolgas also 
frequented the airstrip, which was known by the British 
colony as Native Companion Plain. 

GRUIFORMES: RALLIDAE 

Buff-banded Rail 

Current name: Gallirallus pliilippensis (Linnaeus, 
1766). 

One old specimen of the Buff-banded Rail from Port 
Essington has been found, but we have not come across 
any other records. 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1844.7.“15” (should be ,16).12 (Fig. 99). Adult. Collected 
by Joseph Beete Jukes at Port Essington, August 1843. J.B. 
Jukes Collection. 
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Fif>. 99. The only record of the Buff-banded Rail known from the Cobourg Peninsula, which was collected by J.B. Jukes of H.M.S. Fly in 
1843 (BMN11 1844.7.16.12). ©The Natural History Museum, London. 


Baillon's Crake 

Current name: Porzanapusillapalustris Gould, 1843. 

There are also two old specimens of Porzana pusilla 
palustris - the Australian subspecies of Baillon’s Crake, 
named by Gould from Tasmanian material - that are labelled 
as having been collected at Port Essington (although it is 
possible that ANSP 6241 is a Port Essington Expedition 
specimen and therefore from Queensland, collected 1844- 
1845; see the entry for Porzanafluminea below). 
Specimens: 

ANSP 6241 (Verreaux No. 1531). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.5341s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, January 1845. MacGillivray's field number 179, 
labelled “Porzana new species”. Collection of the 13th Earl 
ol Derby, received from MacGillivray on 3 September 
1846. 

Australian Spotted Crake 

Current name: Porzana fluminea Gould, 1843. 

There is a specimen of Porzana fluminea in the Gould 
Collection in ANSP which is labelled “Port Essington” 
(ANSP 6251 / VN.1527, a female). The range of this 
species does not extend much further north than the Tropic 
of Capricorn, and the location must be a mistake. Perhaps 
this specimen was from the Port Essington Expedition-for 
instance, we are still trying to identify the “ new species 
of Porzana" which Gilbert collected in Queensland on 
30 January 1845 (page 18 in volume 2 of his Leichhardt 
Expedition diary, now in the MLS). 

White-browed Crake 

Listed by Gilbert as “Crex (New species) ” 

Current name: Amaurornis cinerea leucophrys (Gould, 
1847). 

Three Gould Collection specimens of the White-browed 
Crake from Port Essington are now in ANSP; they were 
almost certainly collected by John Gilbert. Stone (1913) 
and Meyer de Schauensee (1957) were both unwise 
to designate ANSP 6243 as the lectotype of Porzana 


leucophrys Gould, as this specimen does not fit either the 
original description (Gould 1847b: 33) or Gould’s plate in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: plate 81, also 
published in 1847). This bird is not grey on the chest. It 
also has a distinct white streak running back across the head 
from under the eye on both sides, a feature which is not in 
the original description, nor in The birds of Australia plate. 
In contrast ANSP 6244 does not have this stripe, does have 
a grey chest, and also matches Gould’s descriptions better 
in that it is much more conspicuously of a pale reddish 
colour on the wing coverts and scapularies, and has more 
rufous on the flanks. ANSP 6245 is an immature, and thus 
does not fit the original description, but is probably the 
model for the right-hand bird in The birds of Australia 
plate. 

John Gilbert’s notes for “Port Essington Crex — (104) 
... Al=man=du=ar=ga” (CUL Gould Collection Box 9a) 
indicate that this crake was an inhabitant of thick mangrove 
clumps of roots, rather tame in nature and liable to stare 
at a man approaching from a branch up which it has run. 
The call, which was frequent, was a veiy singular loud 
chattering “catch catch ” and sometimes the birds were 
heard in chorus. Although White-browed Crakes were easy 
enough to obtain, they were only found on one lake - the 
same lake where Gilbert had found Purple Swamphen and 
Comb-crested Jacana. Thus we can pinpoint the dates of 
collection for Gilbert’s specimens of White-browed Crake 
to between 27 November and 6 December 1840 (a 10 day 
period), and establish that they must have been collected 
at Smith Point. As with the two Gould Collection Purple 
Swamphens from Port Essington which are now in ANSP, 
the three ANSP White-browed Crakes listed below were 
probably collected by Gilbert and, if so, must therefore 
have been collected at Smith Point within that same ten 
day period. 

This species was not seen by the CSIRO survey. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 6243 (Verreaux No. 1522). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Porzana leucophrys Gould, 1847 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913:135) - lectotype. Designated "Holotype” of 
Porzana leucophrys Gould, 1847 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 155) = lectotype. This bird is a poor match for 
Gould's original description. 

ANSP 6244 (Verreaux No. 1523). Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. M. Gould Collection. Probably from the type series 
of Porzana leucophrys Gould, 1847. This bird is a much 
better match for Gould's original description than ANSP 
6243. 

ANSP 6245 (Verreaux No. 1524). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Probably the 
model for the right-hand bird in the plate in Gould’s The 
birds of Australia ( 1840-1848, vol. 6: plate 81). 

BMNH 1845.5.21."9” (but .9 refers to a “ Meliphaga", actually a 

Lichenostomus unicolor , this must actually be 1845.5.21.6, 
“Ortygometra ", received from Lord Derby). Male. Collected 
by John MacGillivray at Port Essington, November 1844 
(MacGillivray’s field number 156). Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

LIVM D.5320s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 154). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

LIVM D.5347s. Unsexed (female according to MacGillivray). 

Collected by John MacGillivray at Port Essington, 
November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 155). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2). 

Chestnut Rail 

Current name: Eulabeornis castaneoventris Gould, 
1844. 

John Gilbert did not collect any specimens of the 
Chestnut Rail while he was at Port Essington (except 
possibly the egg listed and figured below) or apparently 
make any notes about the bird, which Gould did not 
formally describe until three years after Gilbert’s stay on 
the north coast. According to his slightly later account in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 78, 
published in December 1844), John Gould based his original 
description of Eulabeornis castaneoventris (Proceedings of 
the Zoological Society> of London 1844b: 56, published in 
September 1844) on a single specimen collected by John 
Lort Stokes in the Gulf of Carpentaria. This is now in the 
ANSP (ANSP 6183). However, Gould also recorded in 
his type description that the bird was "'The “Morduggera ” 
of the aborigines at Port Essington ” and in The birds of 
Australia stated that, prior to obtaining Stokes’ skin, he had 
received eggs from Port Essington but that the bird was so 
shy and fleet-footed it had been impossible to obtain a skin. 
Apart from the egg from Port Essington listed (Fig. 100), 
there is another single egg (1941.4.6.1154, ex Heermann, 
Buckley and Rothschild Collections) in the collections of 
the NHM (Tring outslation), which appears to have the 
word “ Mordugera ” written on it in John MacGillivray’s 
writing. This could also be from Port Essington (although 
MacGillivray collected at several sites on the north coast 
and offshore islands). 


CSIRO did not manage to collect any specimens either, 
but H.J. Frith saw a Chestnut Rail at Caiman Creek at dusk 
on 3 March 1966, when it emerged from the mangroves and 
walked along the beach near where Frith was fishing. The 
bird was identified by its subsequent alarm screech, and the 
distinctive tracks it left as it fled. Other tracks were found 
(and calls heard) in both wet and dry seasons in Caiman 
Creek, Port Bremner, Record Point, Aiton Bay and at 
several other places near water on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
in mangroves or in other dense shrubbery. 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1962.1.208 (Fig. 100). 1 egg. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. “Port Essington” is written 
on the egg in John Gould’s writing. 

Purple Swamphen 

Listed by Gilbert as “Porphyrio like melanotis” 
Current name: Porphyrio porphyrio melanotus Temminck, 
1820. 

John Gilbert’s manuscript notes on “ Porphyrio - (98) 
... Ar=ra=weid=bit” (CUL Gould Collection Box 9a) 



Fig. 10(1. This single egg of the Chestnut Rail from Port Essington 
(BMNH 1962.1.208), possibly collected by John Gilbert during his 
visit there from 1840-1841, is the only confirmed physical evidence 
that this shy and elusive rail exists on the Cobourg Peninsula. 
However, fleeting sightings, tracks and calls of this species were 
noted by the CSIRO survey staff in the 1960s. 1 The Natural History 
Museum, London. 
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record that he found the bird fairly abundant at a salt 
water lake clogged with mangroves near Smith Point, 
but nowhere else on the Cobourg Peninsula. Until he shot 
a specimen this rail had never been seen before by the 
members of the settlement. Gilbert also noted that Purple 
Swamphens at Port Essington behaved very differently 
from those he had seen in the south, in that they seemed 
to confine themselves to clumps of mangroves — even 
perching on the branches. When disturbed they flew off 
over the trees. In more southern parts of Australia Gilbert 
found them more at the water’s edge, walking over mud 
or creeping about in long grass; they never seemed to 
take to the wing. 

An additional interesting comment by Gilbert which 
he included in his account of the Purple Swamphen at 
Port Essington was that his specimens were obtained 
“during a weeks shooting ” at Smith Point, which helps 
to confirm the dates of his time at this locality. Three 
specimens now in NML (a Falcoperegrinus macropus , 
Dendrocygna arcUata australis and Limosa limosa 
melanuroides) were collected at Smith Point between 
27 November and 6 December, 1840 (10 days) and this 
must represent the actual span of Gilbert’s stay at Smith 
Point. Thus Gilbert’s Swamphen specimens must have 
also been collected within this period. Although the two 
specimens now in Philadelphia (see list below) are likely 
to have been collected by Gilbert, there are none which 
can be directly attributed to him. 

This species was not collected at Port Essington by the 
CSIRO survey (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974:111). 

Specimens; 

ANSP 6397 (Verreaux No. 1490). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 6400 (Verreaux No. 1500). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Very dull blue plumage. 
BMNH 1846.10.14.29. Female. Collected [by a crew member of 
H.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington [1843-1845], J. 13. Jukes 
Collection. Missing (rechecked by CTF in 2005). 

LIVM A male “Porphyrio castanotis” collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington in October 1844 
(MacGillivray’s field number 127) was listed by Lord 
Derby in May 1845 (see Appendix 2: No. 45) but it cannot 
now be found. 

GRUIFORMES: OTIDAE 

Australian Bustard 

Current name: Ardeotis australis (Gray. 1829). 

CSIRO did not see any bustards during their survey, but 
were told by D.R. Stephens that he had seen an individual 
two miles from the coast, near the base of the Cobourg 
Peninsula, on 23 August 1966. Gilbert did not record this 
species at Port Essington, although he listed it as occurring 
in New South Wales, the Swan River settlement and the 
Adelaide area (QML, Ornithological Notes : number 436 
in the index). 


TURNICIFORMES: TURNIC1DAE 

Red-backed Button-quail 

Listed by Gilbert as “^Hemipodius (verysmall)” 

Current name: probably Turnix maculosus (Temminck, 

1815). 

Gilbert did not leave any notes on the Red-backed 
Button-quail at Port Essington, and it was not recorded 
there by the CSIRO survey, nor by Morton. The only other 
small button-quail which occurs on the north coast is the 
Red-chested Button-quail Turnix pyrrhothorax (Gould, 
1841) but this has never been recorded on the Cobourg 
Peninsula either. 

Chestnut-backed Button-quail 

Listed by Gilbert as "Hemipodius (thick billed) ” 

Current name: Turnix castanotus (Gould, 1840). 

This button-quail was described as Hemipodius 
castanotus by Gould in 1839 (1840: 145) from specimens 
collected by Benjamin Bynoe of H.M.S. Beagle in early 
February 1838, at Point Swan in the Western Kimberley 
region (see Stokes 1846, vol. 1: 104; also see Mees 1961). 
The type is in ANSP according to Stone (1913), but this 
is registered as being from “Port Essington” (as is a 
female bird, the only other Turnix castanotus in the Gould 
Collection at the Academy). NML’s collections include a 
specimen collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington in 
November 1840. His notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 5c) 
for “ Hemipodius — (93) - Win=do=loom” record that: 

“ This is a tolerably abundant species, inhabiting the 
sides ofgrassy, stony hills, in coveys of from fifteen 
to thirty, when disturbed however, they seldom rise 
together, but will rather run along the ground ... ” 
Gould quoted Gilbert’s notes, almost verbatim, in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5: text to plate 85). 

Frith and Hitchcock {in Frith and Calaby 1974) reported 
that this bird was occasionally flushed by humans, and as 
vehicles moved through forests. Chestnut-backed Button- 
quails showed a decided preference for low ridges, and 
were widely dispersed. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 12426 (Verreaux No. 1189). M. ?Port Essington [if so, 
was collected between 1838 and 1847]. Gould Collection. 
Designated “Type” of Hemipodius castanotus Gould, 1840 
by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 133) = lectotype. 
If this specimen is of type status, it must be from the 
Kimberley, not Port Essington, and would have been 
collected in 1838. 

ANSP 12427 (Verreaux No. 1190). F. ?Port Essington [if so, 
was collected between 1838 and 1847], Gould Collection. 
Probably from the type series of Hemipodius castanotus 
Gould. 1840. If so, it must be from the Kimberley, not Port 
Essington, and would have been collected in 1838. 

BMNII 1842.1.13.85. F, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.21. F, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. Collection of J.B. Jukes. 
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BMNH 1962.1.199. 5 eggs. Collected [from the writing on the eggs, 
by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould 
Collection. 

BMNH 1962.1.200. 2 eggs. Collected by R.A. Bankier at Port 
Essington. 1840. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1941.4.6.1194. I egg. Collected [by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington], 5 March 1841. Per Dr Adolphus L. Heermann 
and Henry Buckley Collections. Labelled “Australia” but 
appears to have Gilbert's writing on the egg, with the 
collecting date, and front this can be inferred the locality. 
LIVM D.3687. F. Collected by John Gilbert at “Warrui” [Port 
Essington], 19 November 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.4552s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray's field number 137). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2). 
MCZ 84161 (Lafrenaye no. 7296). Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Listed as Turnix castonota 
[sic]. Label and specimen both located by Jeremiah Trimble 
in 2006. 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 10 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 130). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Smith Point, 12 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 130). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Caiman Creek, 4 March 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 130). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at West Bay, 8 September 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 130). 

NTM T.0283. Collected by T. Piper at Smith Point, February 
1983. NTM database. 

Chestnut-backed Button-quail 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Hemipodius varius” 

Current name: also probably Turnix castanotus (Gould, 
1840). 

Hemipodius varius by synonymy is Turnix varius 
(Latham, 1801), the Painted Button-quail. However, Turnix 
varius only occurs in eastern and south-west Australia. 
Turnix castanotus is an allospecific species; Gilbert must 
have seen living individuals of the Chestnut-backed Button- 
quail which he thought different from those he had as 
specimens - quite likely, given that there is only one skin 
(LIVM D.3687, see above) that is definitely attributable 
to him. 

TURNICIFORMES: SCOLOPACIDAE 

Swinhoe’s Snipe 

Listed by Gilbert as "Scolopax Hardwickii” 

Current name: Gallinago megala Swinhoe, 1861. 

Scolopax Hardwickii is by synonymy Gallinago 
hardwickii (Gray, 1831), Latham’s Snipe, but this species 
only occurs in eastern Australia. Gilbert must have been 
referring to Swinhoe’s Snipe Gallinago megala , which 
occurs on migration along parts of the north coast. 

Gilbert made brief notes on “ Scolopax - (112)” on 
the Cobourg Peninsula (CUL Gould Collection Box 
9b), where it was only an “ occasional visitor ", arriving 
about the middle of November and inhabiting swampy, 
but open, grassy meadows. The Aboriginal name was 
“0=laroq=a”. Gould included the form of snipe from the 


Cobourg Peninsula-along with all the other Australian 
snipe - under the name Scolopax australis in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 40). He 
remarked only that the Port Essington specimens had 
“triviaI differences” , with a shorter tail and narrower 
lateral tail feathers. 

The CS1RO survey, not themselves having found 
Swinhoe’s Snipe at Port Essington, borrowed John Gilbert’s 
male Gallinago megala from the ANSP, which at the time 
appeared to be the only Swinhoe’s Snipe extant from Port 
Essington. There is also a female bird there, however, and 
there are two more Swinhoe’s Snipes from Port Essington, 
collected by John MacGillivray, in the collections at NML. 
The NML specimens both have 18 lail-feathers; the bills are 
60 and 65 mm in length respectively and the total length 
is about 260 mm (both bills are bent towards the skin). 
Deignan’s record (in Specht 1964: 371 -372) of a specimen 
of Gallinago hardwickii from Darwin in 1948 is probably 
an error, but the tail on this specimen is unfortunately 
missing. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11528 (Verreaux No. 1741). M. Ex-mount with glass eyes. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 
ANSP 11532 (Verreaux No. 1740). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.4851s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, January 1845 (MacGillivray’s field number 

200) . Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.4997s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, January 1845 (MacGillivray’s field number 

201) . Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

Black-tailed Godwit 

Current name: Limosa limosa melanuroides Gould, 
1846. 

John Gould mentioned in the text accompanying 
his The birds of Australia plate (1840-1848, vol. 6: text 
to plate 28, published in 1846), which stands as the 
type description, that his collection contained just two 
specimens of this form of the Black-tailed Godwit, both 
in winter plumage. Presumably Gould’s account does not 
involve the John Gilbert specimen now in NML, which 
was collected at Smith Point in December 1840. This 
bird had probably been passed to Lord Derby some years 
previous to Gould’s description of Limosa melanuroides 
in Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 
(Gould 1846b: 84), with other Port Essington specimens, 
although there is no purchase date on the specimen. It is 
indeed in winter plumage, but is very much greyer and 
lighter than the two birds depicted in Gould’s The birds 
of Australia and there are no spots on the forehead, or 
barring on the breast, as on the birds in the plate. The 
measurements are not at all close to those in Gould’s 
(1846b) description either. 
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Gould’s type description of Limosa melamiroides in The 
birds of Australia probably did involve a specimen in the 
Seebohm Collection (now at the NHM, Tring outstation). 
The Tring bird is clearly marked “Port Essington. Gilbert”; 
on the reverse of Seebohm’s label is written “Type from 
Gould”. This bird, like the NML specimen, has no forehead 
spotting or barring on the chest, but in fact the plumage 
details of Gould’s text description do not include any 
reference to the spots and barring that are shown in his 
The birds of Australia plate. The NHM specimen matches 
the type measurements better than the NML bird and it is 
quite probable that it does, in fact, have type status. Henry 
Seebohm (who was not born until 1832) must have obtained 
this specimen from Gould sometime after the original 
description had been published. Seebohm used the name 
Limosa metanura melamiroides in his The geographical 
distribution of the family Charadriidae (1887: 391 -392), so 
he was obviously aware of Gould’s name, but unfortunately 
he did not give any details of specimens. 

Rachel Warren considered Seebohm's specimen for type 
status when she was compiling Type specimens of birds in 
the British Museum (Natural Histoiy) (1966-1973), indeed 
she attached a green label to it which reads “Co-type, or 
para type” but then went on to state “The type is supposed 
to be in Philadelphia”. On her bookboard sheet for this 
taxon Warren wrote “Gould’s Type is in the Philadelphia 
Mus. vide Witmer Stone and G.M. Mathews, Austr. Av. 
Rec. I, 1912,p. 141. Specimen B.M Reg. No. 1892.8.3.440 
collected by Gilbert, and in Seebohm’s Collection is labelled 
“Type”, but can only be a co-type or Paratype”. Due to 
Warren’s decision, BMNH 1892.8.3.440 should probably 
now be regarded as a paralectotype. 

Note that Stone (1913: 141), who listed only the 
male bird (ANSP No. 11394) as a type, wrongly gave 
the Verreaux number of this specimen as 1138. Meyer 
de Schauensce (1957: 159) thought that both the Gould 
specimens now in ANSP matched the birds in the plate in 
Gould’s The birds of Australia well, and should be regarded 
as “Cotypes” (= syntypes). However, the plumage of the 
female (ANSP 11393) does not really match either of the 
two birds shown in the plate, having no barring whatsoever 
on the chest. This specimen, which has a total length of 15 
inches, also seems too long in comparison with the original 
description. The plumage of the male (ANSP 11394) does 
match that of the birds in The birds of Australia - as they 
are shown developing slightly into summer plumage, with 
chest feathers that are fringed with brown - but it does not 
fit the other details of the original description. The type 
status of both these birds must remain uncertain. However, 
it seems likely that the two birds mentioned by Gould in his 
text in The birds of Australia were the specimens which are 
now ANSP 11394 and BMNH 1892.8.3.440. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

ANSP 
11393 
(F)(head 
nearly 
detached) 

ANSP 

11394 

(M) 

LIVM 

D.4983s 

BMNH 

1892.8.3.440 

Total 

length 

13 

15 (to end 
of bill) 

1H/4 

(to top of 
head) 

133/4 

(to end of 
bill) 

11 

(to top of 
head) 

123/8 

123/4 

Bill 

3 3 /8 

3>/4 

31/4 

3 

33/8 

Wing 

7 5 /8 

7 s /8 

7‘/2 

71/8 

73/8 

Tail 

3'/4 

31/2 

33/8 

2 7 /s 

3’/s 

Tarsus 

25/8 

23/4 

2'/2 

23/8 

2 5 /8 


John Gilbert recorded the “Mun=doore=git” under 
the name “ Limosa - (108)” in his manuscript (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 9c); the bird was generally seen in 
“tolerably large flocks" inhabiting shallow muddy swamps 
and lakes. Strangely, Gilbert did not include either Black 
or Bar-tailed Godwits in his mansucript “ Birds observed 
inhabiting the Cobouig Peninsula ”; it must have been an 
oversight as specimens of both species are attributed to 
him (see below). 

The CS1RO survey did not record this bird at Port 
Essington. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11393 (Verreaux No. 1737). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of 
Limosa melamiroides Gould, 1846 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 159) = paralectotype. Winter plumage. 

ANSP 11394 (Verreaux No. 1738). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of Limosa 
melamiroides Gould. 1846 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 141) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” of Limosa 
melamiroides Gould, 1846 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
159) = lectotype. Winter plumage, slightly developing into 
summer. 

BMNH 1892.8.3.440. Adult. Collected by John Gilbert (according 
to Seebohm’s label) at Port Essington [1840-1841], Seebohm 
Collection, formerly Gould Collection. Probably from the 
type series of Limosa melamiroides Gould, 1846; should be 
consided a paralectotype. 

LIVM D.4983s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Smith Point. 6 
December 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 
Unlikely to be from the type series of Limosa melamiroides 
Gould, 1846. 

LIVM D.5028s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
174). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 32). 

LIVM A male “Limosa” collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
173) was included in a list written by Lord Derby in May 
1845 (see Appendix 2: No. 26) and may have been of this 
species (as was No. 32 of this list, see above), but it cannot 
now be found. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit 

Current name: Limosa lapponica baueri Naumann, 
1836. 

John Gilbert does not seem to have included this species 
in his notes (either in those now in CUL or in QML), and 
omitted it from his “ Birds observed inhabiting the Cobourg 
Peninsula" as well, yet a specimen from Port Essington now 
in RMNH is clearly attributed to him. However, Gould did 
not appear to have any specimens of the Bar-tailed Godwit 
from Port Essington in front of him while compiling his 
various publications. 

CS1RO only saw this bird once, in July 1968, when Bar¬ 
tailed Godwit was seen amongst a group of Whimbrels at 
Aiton Bay. They did not collect it. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.112. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. This specimen was listed as the type of Limosa 
australasiana Gray, 1844 by R. Bowdlcr Sharpe ( Catalogue 
of the birds in the British Museum vol. xxiv: 380, 1896) but 
Gray’s name was considered a nomen nudum by Warren 
(1966:26). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Limosa uropygialis” No. 8. M. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
[Gould Collection]. 

AM A.4580. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Listed as having been 
destroyed in 1908. 

Little Curlew 

Current name: Nurnenius minutus Gould, 1841. 

Just one Little Curlew specimen from Port Essington has 
been found, an adult female collected by John MacGillivray 
during the voyage of H.M.S. Fly (Fig. 101). John Gould 
mentions what was probably another individual in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 49 - “/ 
possess a specimen procured at Port Essington"). Little 
Curlew were not, however, recorded by John Gilbert or by 
the CS1RO survey. 

Specimen: 

LIVM D.4985S (Fig. 101). F. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 1778). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
MacGillivray, September 3 1846. 

Whimbrel 

Listed by Gilbert as "Nurneniusphaeopus” 

Current name: Nurnenius phaeopus variegatus (Scopoli, 
1786). 

Gilbert’s notes on this bird show that the Aborigines 
made no distinction between Eastern Curlew and Whimbrel 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 9a, under “ Nurnenius (114)” 
... “Man=do=weidt”). He also noted that Whimbrels were 
“tolerably abundant on all the sandy beaches or points". 

CSIRO found Whimbrels on the beaches and reefs in 
small numbers in July 1968 and August 1961. About ten 
were seen perched in mangroves in Aiton Bay in the former 
month. 



Fig. 101. Only one Little Curlew specimen from the Cobourg 
Peninsula has been found, despite searching many museum 
collections. It is an adult female which was collected by John 
MacGillivray in 1844, while he was acting as collector for the 13th 
Earl of Derby on the voyage of H.M.S. Fly (LIVM D.4985s). © 
National Museums Liverpool. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.108. [M in Register], adult. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [ 1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.109. [M in Register], adult. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.4042. M, adult (“juv” in Catalogue of the birds in 
the British Museum vol. xxiv: 364). Collected [probably by 
John Gilbert] at Port Essington, 14 September 1840. Gould 
Collection. 

LIVM D.4826s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Tabic I lead River, 
14 January 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
John Gould. 

UMZC 16/Sco/21/f/7. Unsexed skin. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Parzudaki Collection, 1859; donated to 
Cambridge University by A. and E. Newton in December, 
1874. 
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AM A.4574. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Original label 
missing. 

ANWC M. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 134). 

Eastern Curlew 

Listed by Gilbert as “Numenius Australasianus” 
Current name: Numenius madagascariensis (Linnaeus 
1766). 

Although Gilbert listed this species as “ abundant ” in 
his notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 9a, under “Numenius 
Australasianus (118)-the Aboriginal name being listed as 
“Man=do=weidt”, as for the Whimbrel), only the William 
Chambers specimens appear to still exist. There appear to 
be no specimens of the Eastern Curlew from Port Essington 
in ANSP, RMNH or NML. CS1RO did not record this 
species. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.107. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.106. [M], adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

Common Greenshank 

Listed by Gilbert as “Totanus glottis” 

Current name: Tringa nebularia (Gunnerus, 1767). 

John Gilbert's notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 
9c, listed under “Port Essington. Totanus glottis? (44)”) 
recorded that Common Greenshanks inhabited sandy points 
and quiet secluded lakes; they were usually seen in large 
flocks and often in company with Whimbrel or Eastern 
Curlews. At flood tide all these species of bird could be 
seen perching in the mangroves. 

The CSIRO survey recorded Common Greenshank in 
small groups of up to about thirteen birds. According to 
Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974), Morton 
had collected this wader at Port Essington in January 1879, 
although this specimen was considered missing for many 
years as it had been mis-entered on the AM database as 
Limosa lapponica. It is, in fact, still in their collections 
(Walter Boles pers. comm. 1998). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11359 (Verreaux No. 1753). Adult, summer plumage. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.102. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.4974s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
181). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
John MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

AM A.4580. Skin. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection, 

USNM F. Collected by David H. Johnson at Black Rock Point, 1 
October 1948 (Spccht 1964: 371). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 11 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 135). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 135). 


Terek Sandpiper 

Current name: Xenus cinereus (Guldenstadt, 1775). 

The only known specimen of the Terek Sandpiper 
from Port Essington (Fig. 102) is now in the NHM (Tring 
outstation). John Gould remarked in his Handbook to the 
birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2:261) that the only Australian 



Fig. 102. The only known specimen of the Terek Sandpiper from the 
Cobourg Peninsula is an adult bird collected by Captain Chambers 
between 1839 and 1841, which is now in the NHM (Tringoutstation; 
BMNH 1842.1.13.105). " The Natural History Museum, London. 
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specimen he had ever seen was a bird killed by him in New 
South Wales in 1839 (which is probably a bird now in ANSP 
(ANSP 11371 / VN.1841). 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.105 (Fig. 102). Adult. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection. Listed by John Gray in List. Grail. 
Brit. Museum: 96 (1844). 

Common Sandpiper 

Listed by Gilbert as "Tringa hypoleucos " 

Current name: Actitis hypoleucos (Linnaeus, 1758). 

John Gilbert recorded this bird at Port Essington under 
the name Tringa hypoleucos? (84) (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 9d), but Gould later altered the specific name on 
Gilbert’s manuscript to read empusa, the name under which 
he later described the Australian form of the Common 
Sandpiper (Gould 1848a: 222). The bird now in ANSP 
(ANSP 11289, which was probably collected by Gilbert at 
Port Essington) appears to be the holotype of Gould’s name 
Actitis empusa , which is now considered to be a synonym 
of Actitis hypoleucos. 

Gilbert’s notes record that he found the bird “ unabundanf ’ 
and somewhat solitary; only three or four were seen together 
at most. They searched for their food around the exposed 
roots of the mangroves, and were very occasionally seen 
by small lakes inland. 

CS1RO found this bird widely distributed in small 
numbers on rock platforms at low tide, on beaches, and 
particularly on exposed sandbanks at the mouth of, or in, 
Caiman Creek. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11289 (Verreaux No. 1836). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of Actitis 
empusa Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 141) = holotype. Designated “Holotype” of Actitis 
empusa Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957:160) = 
holotype. 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Base Camp, 12 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 135). 

ANWC F. Collected at Smith Point, 21 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 135). 

ANWC F. Collected at Black Point, 25 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 135). 

ANWC 2F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 135). 

Grey-tailed Tattler 

Listed by Gilbert as “Totanus calidris” 

Current name: Tringa hrevipes (Viei 1 lot, 1816). 

Although Totanus calidris by synonymy is the Common 
Redshank Tringa totanus, John Gilbert was in fact 
referring here to a wader which John Gould named Totanus 
griseopygius a few years later (Gould 1848b: 39). Gould 
based this name on Gilbert’s “Port Essington’’ specimens, 
which Gilbert had actually collected in Van Diemen Gulf. 
The name Totanus griseopygius is now considered to be a 
synonym of Tringa hrevipes, the Grey-tailed Tattler, a bird 
found along most of Australia’s coastline. Of the two “Port 


Essington’’ specimens labelled Totanus griseopygius and 
now in the Gould Collection in ANSP, only ANSP 11248 fits 
the plumage details of Gould’s original description, which 
gives details of freckling on the bird’s chest. However, both 
these specimens (see specimens table) seem to have been 
included by Gould in his plate in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 6: plate 38) - the female (with the plain 
grey chest) being on the right. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 9c) are listed 
under “Totanus calidris'? (65)... Mul=woo=ing=a=ning=e”. 
He recorded that this bird inhabited sandy beaches, rocks 
just above the water line, salt water lakes and swamps, 
being usually seen in large flocks in company with stints 
and small plovers. 

The CSIRO survey found the Grey-tailed Tattler the 
most common wader on the peninsula. They were usually 
seen in groups of up to twenty on sandbanks, the earliest 
date for their appearance being July. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11244 (Verreaux No. 1825). F. Collected [almost certainly 
by John Gilbert] in Van Diemen Gulf, [late August 1840]. 
Gould Collection. This specimen has a plain grey chest and 
is therefore unlikely to be from the type series of Totanus 
griseopygius Gould, 1848, but was probably the model for 
the right-hand bird in plate 38 in John Gould’s The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6). 

ANSP 11248 (Verreaux No. 1824). F. Collected [almost certainly 
by John Gilbert] in Van Diemen Gulf, [late August 
1840], Gould Collection. Designated "Type" of Totanus 
griseopygius Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 141) = lectotype. Designated “Holotype” of Totanus 
griseopygius Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
160) = lectotype. This specimen has a freckled chest as in 
the type description, and was probably also the model for 
the left-hand bird in plate 38 in John Gould’s The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.103. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

AM A.4578. Ad. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. No original 
label. 

PMNH 41664 and 41665.2F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington, 28 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 3F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 and 3 March 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 136). 

ANWC F. Collected at Record Point, 4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 136). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 136). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Caiman Creek, 21 September 
1968 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 136). 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Current name: Arenaria interpres (Linnaeus, 1758). 

This wader was listed by CSIRO (Frith and Hitchcock, 
in Frith and Calaby 1974: 111) as a sight record, although 
they did not mention it in their main report. No specimens 
from the Cobourg Peninsula have been found in the 
museums surveyed for this study. 
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Red-necked Stint 

Listed by Gilbert as “Tringa (Little Stint) ” 

Current name: This is probably Calidris ruficollis (Pallas, 
1776). 

Of the stints, only the Red-necked Stint is known to 
occur on the Cobourg Peninsula, and there is certainly a 
Port Essington specimen of this species amongst the Gould 
Collection now at the ANSP. John Gilbert’s short notes on 
“Port Essington ... Tringa - (66)” (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 9d) almost certainly relate to the Red-necked Stint. He 
stated only that they were: 

“Abundant on ever}’ part of the coast and harbour, 
congregating in flocks of several hundreds, and like 
the greenshank and others perch in the Mangroves 
during the highest of the flood tide. ” 

CSIRO found the Red-necked Stint common on sand 
bars and mud flats in both wet and dry seasons, being 
recorded from July to September and in February and 
March. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11477 (Verreaux No. 1821). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

USNM F. Collected by David H. Johnson at Black Rock Point, 30 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 372). 

PMNH 39006. F, “OG”. Collected by David Parsons at Port 
Essington, 28 June 1954 (collection no. 362). Parsons 
Collection. Specimen has no head. 

PMNH 39007. M. “TNE”. Collected by David Parsons at Port 
Essington, 28 June 1954 (collection no. 361). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Danger Point, 13th August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 136). 

ANWC M; F, immature. Collected at No. 4 Lagoon, 14 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 136). 

ANWC 2M; F, immature. Collected at Record Point, 4 March 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 136). 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pelidna Australis” 

Current name: Calidris acuminata (Horsfield, 1821). 

This bird was not recorded by the CSIRO survey, and 
they incorrectly assumed (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith 
and Calaby 1974: their omission on p. Ill) that it had not 
been recorded by John Gilbert either. This omission is not 
surprising, as Gould does not mention any specific localities 
in his account of Schoenic/us australis in the Handbook to the 
birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2:254-255). In fact, Gilbert had 
left notes on the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Port Essington, 
albeit very brief, under “Pelidna Australis (96)” (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 9b). According to these notes, the wader 
inhabited lakes and swamps in large flocks. The specimen 
now at RMNI1 confirms that John Gilbert did indeed obtain 
the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Port Essington. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11455 (Verreaux No. 1803). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13. "144" (this number does not occur in the Register; 

it should probably have been 1842.1.13.104, in the Register 
under "Tringa''). Adult (“ Schoeniclus australis ... male” in 


Gray's List of the specimens of birds in the collection of the 
British Museum 1844: 105). Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.4944s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844(MacGillivray'sfield number 130). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2). 
RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Tringa acuminata'' No. 5. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
[Gould Collection]. 

CHARADRIIFORMES: JACANIDAE 

Comb-crested Jacana 

Listed by Gilbert as “Parra (New species) " 

Current name: Irediparra gallinacea novaehollandiae 
(Salvadori, 1882). 

John Gilbert’s long notes on “ Parra GallinaceaTemm. 
(97) ... Mur=re=ma=rabg=geit” (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 9b) were extensively quoted by John Gould in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 75). Gilbert 
only saw jacanas in December 1840, towards the end of 
his stay on the Cobourg Peninsula and just before the wet 
season set in, on a large lake at Smith Point. The water was 
so low at this time that Gilbert was able to wade over every 
part of the lake, enabling him to see the birds in the muddy 
parts of the centre; they did not appear to inhabit the outer 
shores. They were not abundant even in the centre of the 
lake - Gilbert only saw about four or five small families 
feeding there. By January the rains had filled the lake up. 
and Gilbert had no way of getting to the centre to see if the 
birds were still there. 

Gould’s plate for the “ Gallinaceous Parra ” in The 
birds of Australia appears to have been compiled by using 
as models all three of the Gould Collection Comb-crested 
Jacanas which are now in the collections in Philadelphia. 

The single Comb-crested Jacana noted by CSIRO was 
collected by Lindner, but jacanas were also seen by Serventy 
and Tulloch on Banteng Ltigoon, Danger Point, in August 
1961. The lagoons there are the only sizeable fresh-water 
ones in that area. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 6466 (Verreaux No. 1506). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 6467 (Verreaux No. 1507). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 6468 (Verreaux No. 1508). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.5. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray's field number 
172). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby 
BMNH 1846.10.14.13. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845]. Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

LIVM A Parra Gallinacea M[alc], collected by John MacGillivray 

at Port Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s 
field number 171) was listed by Lord Derby in 1845 (see 
Appendix 2: No. 11) but this cannot now be identified in 
the NML collections (it is possible it is specimen D.5307s, 
which has lost all its original labels except for one stating 
"purchased of Gould"). 
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NMINH 2003.51.479. F. Skin. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1848]. Original MacGillivray field 
label still attached, but this has no date or number of 
collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Hvdralector gallinacea" No. 3. Immature. 

Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1881]. Received via 
the Mus. Sydney [the AM] in May 1881: not an Alexander 
Morton specimen according to Walter Boles (pers. comm. 
2004). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at D’Urville Point, Raffles Bay, 

1 December 1971 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 131). 

CHARADRIIFORMES: BURHINIDAE 

Bush Stone-curlew 

Listed by Gilbert as ‘‘Oedicnemus longipennis [sic] 
Current name: Burhinusgrallaritis (Latham, 1802). 

John Gilbert’s title “Oedicnemus longipes (45) ... 
Kow=e=wik” (CUL Gould Collection Box 9b) by synonomy 
refers to the Bush Stone-curlew, but he recorded that the 
birds were generally seen on sandy beaches or points, when 
they are actually birds of open-grassed woodland and the 
edges of forest and inland watercourses. The Beach Stone- 
curlew is the species that frequents beaches and inshore 
reefs (see next entry), and Gilbert may have been confusing 
the two birds, at least in part. Gilbert’s manuscript notes 
(those now in the NHM (South Kensington), CUL and the 
QML) are indeed contradictory. 

CS1RO found the Bush Stone-curlew in every district 
and throughout the period of their stay. It was common, 
although not numerous. No nests were found, but loud 
vocalizations during February and March (of 1966) were 


probably preludes to breeding activity. Frith and Flitchcock 
(in Frith and Calaby 1974: 112) thought that Gilbert did not 
seem to be aware of this bird at Port Essington. Certainly 
John Gould did not publish any comments of Gilbert’s 
about Bush Stone-curlews at Port Essington, and very few 
concerning the Beach Stone-curlew. Flowever, there is a 
skeleton of Bush Stone-curlew in the collections of the NUM 
Tring outstation with an original Gilbert label attached, 
and which he collected at Port Essington (Fig. 103). This 
specimen was only unearthed in the last lew weeks before 
this manuscript went to press, the situation confused by the 
labelled glass box lid, which had been switched with one 
belonging to a Thomas Eyton Bush Stone-curlew skeleton 
of 1881. The Gilbert skeleton was not known to the staff 
at Tring, let alone Frith and Hitchcock. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11616 (Verreaux No. 1458). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMN1I 1846.4.8.31 (mistakenly re-registered as S/1952.2.297 as 
“no history, donor unknown”, but the original accession 
number is in ink on the sternum, and an original Gilbert 
label is attached) (Fig. 103). Partially cleaned skeleton. 
Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Purchased from the natural history dealer I.E. Warwick, 
presumably sold to Warwick by Gould. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Base Camp, Smith Point aerodrome, 25 
and 27 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 137). 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 10 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 137). 

ANWC Immature. Collected at Black Point, 21 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 137). 



Fig 103 Disarticulated partially cleaned skeleton of a Bush Stone-curlew, collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington (BMNH 1846.4.8.31). 
His original label is attached to one of the legs. Gilbert often referred to the fact that he had prepared skeletons as well as skins but this is one 
of the few that has been located. © The Natural History Museum, London. 

108 




The Top of the Top End 


Beach Stone-curlew 

Listed by Gilbert as “Oedicnemus magnirostris ” 
Current name: Esacus magnirostris (Vieillot, 1818). 

Gilbert made fairly long notes on “ Oedicnemus 
magnirostris (113) ... Wee=lo” for Gould (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 9c). He noted that the Aboriginal name for 
this bird at Port Essington was the same as that given by the 
Aborigines of Western Australia to the Bush Stone-curlew; 
it obviously derived from their calls. However, Gilbert said 
that the two species were otherwise very different in habits 
- Beach Stone-curlews at Port Essington being commonly 
seen on the beaches during the day, but moving to grassy 
valleys near the beaches at night, from where their plaintive 
calls could be heard. 

Gould in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: 
text to plate 6) mentions an egg of this species, which 
was procured for him by John Ince at Port Essington. It 
is possible this is the Gould Collection egg listed as being 
from Cape York, which was in the collections of the NHM, 
Tring (Oates 1902, vol. 2: 84), but this is now recorded as 
“missing”. 

The CSIRO survey saw Beach Stone-curlews in 
ones and twos on the beaches, in the dunes, and on rock 
platforms. Apart from the localities where specimens were 
procured, birds were seen at Sandy Island 1, Black Point, 
Caiman Creek, Record Point, Victoria and Two Hills Bay, 
between the months of July and September, and February 
and March. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11624 (Verreaux No. 1460). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 11626 (Verreaux No. 1462). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 17 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 138). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point, 2 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 138). 

ANWC M. Collected at Reef Point, 12 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 138). 

ANWC F. Collected at Sandy Isl. No. 2, 6 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 138). 

CHARADRI1FORMES: HAEMATOPODIDAE 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 

Listed by Gilbert as "Haematopus Australasianus” 

Current name: Haematopus longirostris Vieillot, 1817. 

John Gilbert’s notes on the Australian Pied Oystercatcher 
(under the heading “ Haematopus - (79)... Om=bul=mo”; 
CUL Gould Collection Box 9d) record that he saw very few 
of these birds during his stay at Port Essington. John Gould 
did not include Gilbert’s remarks in any of his published 
accounts, which explains why Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith 
and Calaby 1974) omitted this species and the Sooty 
Oystercatcher- from the list of birds recorded by Gilbert at 
Port Essington. The fact that Gilbert did not asterisk either 
of the Oystercatcher species on his Port Essington bird list 
means he must have collected at least one specimen of 


each. He probably collected the adult male Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher that is now in ANSP, and definitely collected 
the two chicks now in the collections of NML. 

CSIRO found Australian Pied Oystercatchers, usually 
in pairs, on many beaches and reefs. Sightings were made 
between the months of July and September, and in February 
and March. David Lindner found a nest with eggs on Record 
Point on 16 January 1968. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11573 (Verreaux No. 1430). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.45? (Register number actually refers to aPoephila 

acuticauda. This number should be .114 or .115) Adult. 
Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington 
[1839-1841]. A note in the margin of the Register opposite 
the entry for 1842.1.13.114 suggests that this bird, and/or 
the one below, was collected “on a small island near P.E.”. 
Chambers Collection. 

BMNH No number (probably 1842.1.13.114 or 115). Adult. 

Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington 
[1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.15.4 and 5. 2 eggs. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

LI VM D.5012s. Chick. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 

on 5 September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
[via John Gould]. 

LI VM D.5086s. Chick. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 

on 5 September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould 

PMNI1 41584. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 

1 July 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp, 15 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 132). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 17 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 132). 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Haematopus niger" 

Current name: Haematopus fuliginosus opthalmicus 
Castlcnau and Ramsay, 1877. 

Gilbert recorded the Sooty Oystercatcher at Port Essington 
under “Haematopus niger (100) ... Mur=roo=wa=da=ree 
[or] lm=mo=la ... Black Oyster Catcher” (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 9d). His short notes state only that: 
“During my eight months wanderings, I only saw 
three individuals of this species, and from only one 
specimen besides my own having been killed, I 
presume it to be a rarity on this part of the Northern 
Coast. ” 

Gilbert’s own specimen must be the one Port Essington 
bird still extant in the collections now in Philadelphia, but 
the whereabouts of the other he mentions is unknown, 
unless it was ANSP 11570 (VN.1437), an unsexed bird 
which may have come from Port Essington, but which was 
discarded in 1956. 

Gould, as he had done with his accounts of the 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, again omitted Gilbert’s 
observations on the Sooty Oystercatcher at Port Essington 
from his publications. 
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CSIRO also found the Sooty Oystercatcher uncommon, 
but did record it in ones or twos on exposed beaches, or 
on reefs and rock platforms, at Danger Point, Smith Point, 
Reef Point and Port Bremer, between the months of July 
and September. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11569 (Verreaux No. 1436). M. [Collected by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

PMNH 41585. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
27 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M, skull only. Collected at Smith Point, 20 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 132). 

CHARADRIIFORMES: RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

Black-winged Stilt 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Himantopus leucocephalus ” 
Current name: Himantopus himantopus leucocephalus 
Gould, 1837. 

Like Gilbert, CSIRO collected no specimens, but 
Dominic Serventy did see stilts on Banteng Lagoon, 
Danger Point in August 1961. Two were at Caiman Creek 
in September 1968. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1846.10.14.7. M, adult. Collected [probably by a crew 
member of H.M.S. Fly] at Port Essington [1843-1845]. 
Collection of J.B. Jukes. No original label. 

LIVM D.4986s. M, immature. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 183). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received 
from John MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.5027s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 170). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

CHARADRIIFORMES: CHARADRIIDAE 
Pacific Golden Plover 

Current name: P/uvialis fulva ( Gmelin, 1789). 

The CSIRO survey found Pacific Golden Plovers 
most common between July and September, mostly as 
overwintering birds, and in the month of February. They were 
usually seen in groups of up to a dozen on exposed beaches 
at low tide. John Gilbert did not record this plover. 
Specimens: 

BMNH No Accession number (possibly 1842.1.13.101). Collected 
by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839- 
1841]. Chambers Collection. 

LIVM D.5126s. Adult male in non-breeding plumage. Collected 
by John MacGillivray at Port Essington, November 1844 
(MacGillivray's field number 150). Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: No. 27). Poorly finished 
specimen with the head bent. 

AM A.4570. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Caiman Creek, 29 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 133). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Smith Point, 21 and 22 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 133). 


ANWC F. Collected at Black Point, 20 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 133). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 14 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 133). 

ANWC 2M; F. Collected at Lizard Bay, 20 September 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 133). 

Grey Plover 

Current name: Pluvialis squatarola (Linnaeus, 1758). 

Dominic Serventy recorded 12 Grey Plovers on an islet 
in a salt lagoon at Danger Point on 13 August 1961, and 20 
birds in the same location two days later. 

Red-capped Plover 

Current name: Charadrius ruficapillus Temminck, 
1822. 

The CSIRO survey found the Red-capped Plover 
abundant on the edges of lagoons and beaches throughout 
the period of their time in the area, but this plover does not 
appear to have been collected in the nineteenth century. 
Specimens: 

ANWC 3M; 2F. Collected at No. 4 Lagoon, 14 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 133). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 10 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 133). 

Lesser Sand Plover (Mongolian Plover) AND Greater 
Sand Plover 

Listed by Gilbert as “Aegialitis (Newspecies?)" 
Current name: Charadrius mongolus Pallas, 1776 AND 
Charadrius leschenaultii Lesson, 1826. 

The name Hiaticula inornata, given by John Gould in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text and plate 19, 
published in 1846), actually covers the Australian forms of 
both Lesser and Greater Sand Plover. In his plate, Gould 
has depicted Charadrius leschenaultii on the left (the bigger 
bird) and a C. mongolus on the right. 

Gould’s text to plate 19 concentrates on specimens sent 
to him by John Ince from Oornaga Island in the Torres 
Straits, but he also mentions John Gilbert’s specimens 
from Port Essington, so these may also have type status 
for Gould’s “dual” name Hiaticula inornata. Scrutiny 
of the collections in the ANSP reveals that there are two 
Gould specimens there that originate from Port Essington, 
one of each species. Gould recorded that “Gilbert found it 
[presumably both species] abundant on most of the sandy 
points and bays in the neighbourhood of Port Essington ” 
(taken from Gilbert’s notes for “Aegialitis — (94)” in CUL 
Gould Collection Box 9d). 

Witmer Stone (1913: 140) designated Charadrius 
mongolus ANSP 11764 from the Torres Straits (which he 
inferred to be one of John luce’s Oornaga Island specimens) 
as the “Type” (= lectotype), even though this is a female in 
breeding plumage and Gould had specified in his original 
description that the bird in summer plumage he was 
describing was a male. Therefore Gould’s name Hiaticula 
inornata should henceforth be considered to be a synonym 
of Charadrius mongolus , not of Charadrius leschenaultii. 
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ANSP 11764 is a small white-fronsed Charadrius mongolus 
mongolus (Nate Rice pers. comm. 2006). 

The CSIRO survey saw small groups and flocks of 
Lesser Sand Plovers on exposed sandbanks in the bays, as 
well as in salt lagoons. They found Greater Sand Plovers 
common in the months of August, September and March. 
They were found in groups of up to twenty on sandbanks 
in Cayman Creek and other localities. 

Specimens: 

Charadrius mongolus 

ANSP 11760 (Verreaux No. 1813). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Hiaticula inornata Gould, 1846. Winter plumage. 
ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 15 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 21 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC 2F. Collected at Record Point, 3 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC F. Collected on the Cobourg Peninsula (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 134). 

Charadrius leschenaultii 

ANSP 11761 (Verreaux No. 1814). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
scries of Hiaticula inornata Gould, 1846. Winter plumage. 
AM A.4576. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC F, imm. Collected at Danger Point, 13th August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC F. Collected at Record Point, 4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 134). 

ANWC 2F, imms. Collected at Caiman Creek, 21 September 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 134). 

Oriental Plover 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pluvialis (New species) ” 

Current name: Charadrius veredus Gould, 1848. 

John Gould’s account of the Oriental Plover in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 6: text to plate 14) mentions 
only two specimens - one collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington, the other sent to him from Sydney by Frederick 
Strange. However, in his original description of Charadrius 
veredus (Gould 1848b: 38-39), Gould only included the 
locality “Northern Australia”, so only the aforementioned 
Gilbert specimen can have type status. A complication is 
that there appear to be two specimens from Port Essington 
amongst Gould’s collections - one now in ANSP, and one 
in theNHM (Tring outstation). However, it is quite possible 
that the one at Tring has been mis-attributed to Gould. Oddly, 
there is no sign of any notes made by John Gilbert about this 
species amongst his manuscripts at CUL or QML. 

CSIRO did not record this species during its survey at 
Port Essington, but did not add it to the list of birds collected 
by Gilbert and not seen by themselves (Frith and Hitchcock, 
in Frith and Calaby 1974: 111). Oriental Plover arc really an 
inland species of treeless inland plains and salt lakes, and 
are probably only present on the north coast in the month 
of October, when they arrive from northern east Asia and 


use the coast as a staging post. Frederick Strange’s Sydney 
specimen (if it is actually from there - he was notoriously 
sloppy in labelling his specimens) must be almost unique 
for that part of Australia. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 11755 (Verreaux No. 1832). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated 
"Type" of Charadrius veredus Gould, 1848 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 140) = holotype. Designated 
"Holotype” of Charadrius veredus Gould, 1848 by Meyer 
dc Schauensee (1957: 158) = holotype. Note that the latter 
states “there are no specimens from Gould in the British 
Museum from Australia” (but see below) 

BMNI1 1844.3.25.75 (but note that this accession number refers to 

a Packman “ Charadrius ” from Tenasserint). Adult. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1843] Labelled Gould Collection, 
but may be labelled in error (see entry for next specimen). 
BMNH Registcrentry for 1842.1.13.101. Notcthisisan entry in the list 

of the Captain William Chambers Collection: “Charadrius. 
Port Essington” [collected 1839-1841], This specimen may 
be the single one from Port Essington recorded in Sharpe 
1896 (vol. xxiv: 234) under Ochthodromus veredus , lie 
listed it as being from Captain Chambers’s collection. 
This specimen could not be found in 1997 and 2003, but 
it may well be one and the same as the "Gould” specimen 
1844.3.25.75 (see entry for previous specimen). 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Current name: Elseyornis melanops (Vieillot, 1818). 

This bird was described by John Gould in the Handbook 
to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 2: 232) under the 
name Aegialitis nigrifrons. Gould stated that the bird was 
not found above 28° South (in other words, not on the 



Fig. 104. Immature Black-fronted Dotterel, collected at Port 
Essington by John Gilbert, the only specimen known from the 
Cobourg Peninsula (RMN11 Old Catalogue:" Charadrius nigrifrons" 
No.3). Photographed by Hein Grouw © Naturalis, Leiden, The 
Netherlands. 
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north coast), nor in Tasmania. However, the Black-fronted 
Dotterel in fact occurs around nearly all of Australia’s 
coastline and inland areas, avoiding only unwatered desert 
regions. 

Gould’s omission is however justified, as John Gilbert 
did not appear to list this species, or make any notes on 
the bird at Port Essington. All his notes on “ Aegialitis 
nigrifrons ” are from Western Australia (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 9b), although he did list it as also occuring at 
the Victoria River and Hobarton, Tasmania ( Ornithological 
Notes, Index, vol. 1: no. 452. QML). Two Black-fronted 
Dotterels labelled as being from Port Essington are, in fact, 
clearly attributed to Gilbert. One, now in RMNH, is a first 
year bird (with an incomplete breast-band) and could easily 
have been overlooked by both Gilbert and Gould (Fig. 104 
and cover). The other, a bird now in NML, has a museum 
label on which is written the details “Crinan Camp, Port 
Essington, 1.2.41”. A closer scrutiny of Gilbert’s worn, 
but still complete, field label, reveals that this specimen 
was actually collected on the Port Essington Expedition , 
on 1 February 1845, at Crinum Camp (near the Peak 
Range in Queensland) while Gilbert was on the Leichhardt 
Expedition of 1844-1845. 

The Black-fronted Dotterel was not recorded at Port 
Essington by the CSIRO survey. 

Specimen: 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Charadrius nigrifrons ” No. 3 (Fig. 104 and 
front cover). Immature. Mount. Collected by John Gilbert 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], [Gould Collection], Labelled 
Charadrius nigrifrons. 

Masked Lapwing 

Current name: Vanellus miles miles (Boddaert, 1783). 

John Gilbert appears to have omitted this species 
from his Port Essington bird list, but it is included in his 
manuscript notes now at CUL (Gould Collection Box 
9d). Under “Lobivanellus gallinacens [the last word later 
deleted] - (78)... Al=ga=ra=ra ... Wattled Plover” Gilbert 
noted that this bird was generally seen in swamps and lakes 
inland, or in open spots amongst the mangroves. He mostly 
saw them in family groups of between seven and ten. 

Gilbert was given eggs of this bird on 18 September, 
1840. He was told that they were laid on the ground, without 
any nesting material, on the edges of flats adjoining salt 
marshes. These eggs have not been found in the collections 
of the NHM (Tring outstation) and may be lost. 

John Gould used Gilbert’s Port Essington specimens, 
and his manuscript notes, to compile the original description 
of Lobivcmellus personatus in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 6: text to plate 10, published in 1842 - Gould’s 
account of this form in Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London was not published until January, 1843). 
Lobivanellus personatus is now considered a synonym of 
Vanellus miles miles. 

CSIRO found Masked Lapwings common on the 
edges of lagoons, swamps and streams, as well as on open 
plains. 


Specimens: 

ANSP 11652 (Verreaux No. 1465). M? (M in Verreaux Catalogue). 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 
Designated "Type” of Lobivanellus personatus Gould, 1842 
by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 140) = lectotype. 
Designated “Cotype” of Lobivanellus personatus Gould, 
1842 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957:157) = lectotype (N.B. 
MDS has listed the accession number wrongly as ANSP 
116652. 

ANSP 11653 (Verreaux No. 1466). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype" 
of Lobivanellus personatus Gould, 1842 by Meyer dc 
Schauensee (1957: 157) = paralectotype. 

BMNH 1842.1.15.4 (this is the number for an egg of Haematopus 
longirostris; number should be 1842.1.13.111?). Adult. 
Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington 
[1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.4.26.110 (should be 1842.1.13.110?). F, adult. Collected 
by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839- 
1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.9. M, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845). J.B. Jukes Collection. 

RMNF1 Old Catalogue: “Lobivanellus pectoralis" No. 3. Adult. 

Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Received 
from the Musee de Sydney [= AM] in 1862 (too early for it 
to be a Morton specimen). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Base Camp, 7 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 132). 

ANWC Unsexed. Collected 5 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
132). 

CHARADRIIFORMES: GLAREOLIDAE 

Oriental Pratincole 

Current name: Glareola maldivarum Forster, 1795. 

CSIRO did not collection any specimens on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, but D. Tulloch identified two or three Oriental 
Pratincoles on a lagoon edge on Danger Point on 16 August 
1961. The CSIRO staff concluded that this species was 
a very rare visitor to subcoastal parts of the Northern 
Territory. 

Australian Pratincole 

Current name: Stiltia Isabella (Vieillot, 1816). 

CSIRO found the Australian Pratincole uncommon on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, presumably because there are few open 
dry plains there. Dominic Serventy noted some at Danger 
Point in August 1961, and D. A. Lindner found them in some 
numbers on the Smith Point airstrip on 2 May 1966. 

John Gilbert did not record either pratincole at Port 
Essington. 

Specimen: 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point, 2 May 1966 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 138). 

CHARADRIIFORMES: LARIDAE 

Silver Gull 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Xema (Least Gull) ” 

Current name: Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae (Stephens, 1826). 
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No nineteenth century specimens from Port Essington 
appear to exist. The CS1RO survey found the Silver Gull 
uncommon, but present in ones and twos along sea beaches 
and bays throughout the year. 

Specimen: 

AN WC M. Collected at Smith Point, 13 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 139). 

Gull-billed Tern and Little Tern 

Current names: Gelochelidon nilotica (Gmelin, 1789) and 

Sternula albifrons (Pallas, 1764). 

The CSIRO survey recorded Gull-billed and Little Terns 
at Port Essington. Neither of these two species appears to 
have been noted, or specimens collected, by John Gilbert 
or any of the other nineteenth century collectors. Two 
“Sternula ” from Port Essington listed in the Registers at 
MNHN (Bonaparte Collection 1873, no 1607) could well 
have been Little Terns, but they cannot now be found in the 
collections (Claire Voisin pers. comm. 2004). 

Specimen: 

Sternula albifrons 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Record Point, 3 March 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 139). 

Lesser Crested Tern 

Listed by Gilbert as "Sterna (white brow) ” 

Current name: Thalasseus bengalensis (Lesson, 1831). 

This tern was described by John Gould under the name 
Thalasseus torresii in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 7: text to plate 25). In this account Gould stated that: 
“In the collection formed by Mr. Gilbert at Port 
Essington were two examples of this new species, 
respecting which he says: 'This bird is numerous 
on alt the sandy points in the harbour as well as all 
round the coast and the neighbouring islands; and 
I am informed that it breeds on the sandy islands 
during the months of April and May. ’ ” 

These notes were taken from John Gilbert’s manuscript 
on “ Sterna poliocerca [presumably should be “like 
poliocerca ”] (121)... Mair=ia=bo” (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 4a). Gilbert recorded this species as “ Sterna 
(Thalasseus) Torresii ” in his Ornithological Notes (QML, 
vol. 2: 602); he added the comment “ Nearly allied to 
Thalasseus poliocerca, but much smaller". Neither of 
Gilbert’s specimens has been located. The Lesser Crested 
Tern was not recorded by the CSIRO survey. 

Crested Tern 

Listed by Gilbert as “Sterna like poliocerca (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Thalasseus bergii cristata (Stephens, 
1826). 

John Gilbert’s “New species” must refer to John Gould’s 
name Thalasseus pelecanoides, the “Torres Straits’ Tern”, 
which Gould did not publish until 1848 (The birds of 


Australia 1840-1848, vol. 7: text to plate 23). This name is 
a synonym of Thalasseus beigii cristata. Gould's account of 
Thalasseus pelecanoides mentioned Gilbert specimens from 
both Port Essington and Rottnest Island (Western Australia), 
and stated that he had received both skins and eggs. The 
only tern in the Gould Collection in ANSP which is listed as 
having being collected on Rottnest (ANSP No. 4959 / VN 
1767) is of the species Onychoprion anaethetus (Bridled 
Tern), but there is a pullet from Rottnest Island, supposedly 
of Thalasseus bergii cristata. in the Gould Collection at the 
NHM (Tring outstation). None of Gilbert’s Port Essington 
skins of the Crested Tern (nor the Lesser Crested Tern, 
see above) can now be found, unless the specimen now in 
RMNH is one ofthem. Neither does Gilbert appearto have 
left any manuscript notes on this species. 

The CSIRO survey saw this species on beaches, rocky 
platforms and flying over the water of all inlets throughout 
the year. 

Specimens: 

BMNH I egg. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould 
Collection. 

RMNII Old Catalogue: “Sterna bergii ” No. 5. M. Mount. Port 
Essington. Unknown Collection. 

NMINH 2003.51.183. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
NMINH 2003.51.184. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
PMNH 41581 and 41582. M, F. Collected by David H. Parsons at 
Port Essington, 29 June and I July [Frith and Hitchcock in 
error “August”] 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 4M, collected at Port Essington, 29 July to 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 140). 

ANWC M. Collected at Record Point, 4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 140). 

ANWC M. Collected at Sandy Island No. 2, 6 March 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 140). 

Bridled Tern 

Current name: Onychoprion anaethetus anaethetus 
(Scopoli, 1786). 

John Gilbert made some short manuscript notes on this 
tern, under “ Sterna - (125)” (CUL Gould Collection Box 
4a), in which he mentioned that they were very seldom 
noted, and that he had only seen them while voyaging in Van 
Diemen Gulf. He saw a great many Bridled Terns, however, 
about 100 miles from land, while on his way by ship to 
Singapore. These notes of Gilbert’s were used by John 
Gould in his account of Onychoprion panaya in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 7: text to plate 33). Bridled Terns 
were not recorded during any of the CSIRO surveys. 

Sooty Tern 

Listed by Gilbert as “Stolidus fuliginosus ” 

Current name: Onychoprion fuscatus serratus Wagler, 
1830. 

The Sooty Tern is obviously uncommon at Port 
Essington, but John Gilbert noted the bird during his 
time there. The remarks he wrote out for John Gould are 
now in CUL (Gould Collection Box 4a), under “ Stolidus 
fuliginosus (38)”: 
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“/ believe these birds to be merely accidental visitors 
to this part of the coast, only two have been obtained 
here, and in both instances when ships came into 
the Harbour from the eastward, having it is most 
probable followed them from Torres Straits, where 
I saw them veiy abundant. ” 

Nothing is known of these two specimens, or whether 
Gilbert had actually collected them himself. The only 
Sto/idus Jitliginosus listed in the Verreaux Catalogue of the 
Gould Collection in ANSP are one from Raine Island and 
four from the Houtman Abrolhos (the latter, incidentally, 
are all probably of type status for Onychoprion Jitliginosus 
Gould, 1848, but were not mentioned by Stone (1913) or 
Meyer de Schauensee in his 1957 type list). There are no 
Sooty Terns from Port Essington in the Gould Collections 
at the NHM (Tring outstation), RMNI I or NML. This tern 
was not recorded by the CSIRO survey. 

COLUMBIFORMES: COLUMB1DAE 
Emerald Dove 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Columba (Green backed 
Pigeon) ” 

Current name: Chalcophaps indica longirostris Gould, 
1848. 

Although Gould stated in his very brief original 
description of Chalcophaps longirostris (in The birds of 
Australia 1840-1848, Introduction, 8vo edition: 78-79) that 
his account was based on material from Port Essington, 
this had obviously not been collected by John Gilbert, as 
the latter has asterisked it on his list of the birds from that 
locality, and there are no notes about it amongst the boxes 
of Gilbert manuscripts now in CUL. Stone’s “Type” in 
ANSP (ANSP 13579) is of extremely uncertain status, 
as this specimen reached ANSP in 1847, before Gould 
compiled his type description of Chalcophaps longirostris. 
The dubious type status of ANSP 13579 is compounded 
by the fact that it is labelled Chalcophaps chtysochlora 
(Chalcophaps indica chtysochlora, the eastern Australian 
form of the Emerald Dove, which was described in 1827). 
However, Gould had mentioned, long before he sent his 
collection to ANSP, that he thought there was a considerable 
difference in the bill length between Emerald Doves from 
the north coast and those from New South Wales ( The birds 
of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 5: text to plate 62, in the part 
issued December 1843). It is therefore possible that he 
could still have used his notes on this specimen, although 
it had by then been sent to America, for his 1848 original 
description of Chalcophaps longirostris, and that it does 
therefore have type status. 

It also should be noted that Gould hinted that he had 
originally looked at more than one bird (his description 
in The birds of Australia includes the phrase u the bird 
inhabiting the northern coast of Australia, of which I have 
only seen one or two examples ”) and thus the Chambers 


specimen at the NHM (Tring outstation) should be also be 
treated as having possible type status, as should the rather 
damaged mount in the Gould Collection in NMV. Those 
now in RMNH are interesting, as they were exchanged at 
a very early date with the AM in Sydney, although there 
were no records of the exchange and no evidence of any 
further data in the original AM records (pers. comm. Walter 
Boles, 2004). 

It seems odd that Gilbert did not collect the Emerald 
Dove at Port Essington. Perhaps he was simply there at the 
wrong time of year to procure it easily - the birds are shy and 
elusive out of the breeding season. The CSIRO survey found 
them common and widely distributed, mostly in monsoon 
forest. During the months of February and March they heard 
many booming males in territories only 50 yards apart, and 
nests were found between January and March. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 13579 (Verreaux No. 37). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated "Type” of 
Chalcophaps longirostris Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 134) (probably should be regarded as 
the leclotype, but recorded as the holotype in Meyer de 
Schauensee 1957: 164 and in Schodde and Mason 1997: 
26). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.8. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. Possibly from the type series of Chalcophaps 
longirostris Gould, 1848. 

BMNH 1885.3.1.1683-1684, registered as “ Chalcophaps 

longirostris ”. 2 eggs. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849], Gould Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Chalcophaps indica ” No. 103. M, adult. 

Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Received 
from the “Mus. Sidney” [AM], 1862 (too early to have been 
an Alexander Morton specimen). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Chalcophaps indica” No. 104. Immature. 

Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Received 
from the “Mus. Sidney” [AM], 1862 (too early to have been 
an Alexander Morton specimen). 

NMV B25810. Unsexed mount. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849], Gould Collection. Possibly from the type scries of 
Chalcophaps longirostris Gould, 1848. 

PMNH 41600. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
23 June 1954. Parsons Collection 

ANWC M; unsexed. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 10-11 
July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 143). 

ANWC 4M: 3F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 11 July-10 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 143). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Port Bremer, 7 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 143). 

ANWC M. Collected at Reef Point, 12 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 143). 

ANWC F. Collected at Black Point and environs, 20-26 February 
1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 143). 

NTM T. 1141. Collected at Seven Spirit Bay, Cobourg Peninsula, 

in October 2005. NTM database. 

Common Bronzewing 

Listed by Gilbert as “Columba chalcoptera” 

Current name: Phaps chalcoptera (Latham, 1790). 

Although no Gilbert specimens of the Common 
Bronzewing have been found so far, he must have collected 
at least some material, and he did make notes about the 
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pigeon (CUL Gould Collection Box 8, under “ Plwps 
chalcoptera ? (83)... Ar= a=vvar= ra=wa"). In Gould’s long 
account for the “Bronze-winged Pigeon” in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5: text to plate 64) he quoted 
Gilbert’s notes on its nesting habits at Port Essington, which 
recorded that the pigeon laid two white eggs in the fork of 
a Banksia, by a running stream. 

The CSIRO survey found the Common Bronzewing 
rare on the Cobourg Peninsula, where it was seldom seen 
or heard. No nesting behaviour was observed. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1846.10.14.33. M, immature (“female” on label). Collected 
by John MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1845], 
Collection of J.B. Jukes. 

LIVM D.1485f. M, immature. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1848] (MacGillivray’s field number 
180; by comparion with other JM field numbers, this 
specimen was probably collected in December 1844). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846 (Stock Book entry). 
PMNH 41609. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
23 June 1954. Parsons Collection 

PMNH 41610. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
23 June 1954. Parsons Collection 

PMNH 41611. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
19 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 2F, adults. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July and 9 August 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 143-144). 

Partridge Pigeon 

Listed by Gilbert as "Columba (Partridge pigeon) ” 
Current name: Geophaps smithii (Jardine and Selby, 
1830). 

John Gilbert wrote a long description of this species at 
Port Essington under “ Columba — (87) ... Man=ga” (the 
title of which Gould later amended to read “ Phaps (New 
Genus) Smithii": CUL Gould Collection Box 8). Gilbert 
remarked that the birds were abundant on all parts of the 
peninsula, although of the specimens listed below only 
the missing Lord Derby Museum egg can be specifically 
attributed to him. This does not, however, justify Gould’s 
statement in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5: 
text to plate 67) that he had not seen any specimens from 
“northern or western portions of the continent" in museum 
collections. The part including the “Partridge Bronzewing” 
was issued in June 1842, which should have given Gould 
plenty of time to see the specimens emanating from the north 
coast via Chambers and Sibbald, if not from Gilbert. 

Interestingly, the two syntypes of Columba smithii 
Jardine and Selby, 1830, which were obtained by Alexander 
Macleay, were probably collected from Arnhem Land - or 
even the vicinity of Port Essington, but before the colony 
was established (Jardine and Selby’s plate CIV of “Sir J.E. 
Smith’s Pigeon” clearly shows a bird with the deep crimson 
red orbital ring of the Arnhem Land form) (Fig. 105). 
Unfortunately these specimens cannot now be found, 
although as Schodde and Mason suggested (1997: 36) it 
would be worth searching the collections at UMCZ and 


NMS, institutions where much material from the museum 
of Sir William Jardine now resides. However, neither Ray 
Symonds at UMZC nor Bob McGowan at NMS could 
find any Geophaps smithii which might have been from 
Jardine’s collection (pers. comm. 2006), and there are no 
obvious candidates in the collections of the NHM (Tring 
outstation). Indeed, there are no Geophaps smithii listed in 
the catalogue of Jardine’s museum, or the sale catalogue 
(Jardine 1874 and 1886). 

There is a Partridge Pigeon in the Lord Derby Collection 
at NML (D.3540a) which has no data, and no details in the 
Stock Book, but it does have what looks like the remains 
of a red orbital ring, and matches Jardine and Selby’s plate 
and description of Columba smithii. It has a total length of 
lO'/s inches (the two Macleay specimens were recorded as 
1 T /2 and IOV 4 inches in length). However, D.3540a could 
equally be an adult male Partridge Pigeon listed as having 
been collected at Port Essington by John MacGillivray 
in October 1844 (see below), which should be in the 
NML collections but cannot be identified from any of the 
remaining specimen labels. 

Unlike John Gilbert, the CSIRO survey found the 
Partridge Pigeon uncommon on the Cobourg Peninsula. 
The number of birds seemed to be greater where the trees 
were taller, towards the eastern end of the peninsula. A 
flock of between twenty and thirty at Danger Point was 
the largest seen. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.14. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.15. Adult. CollectedbyCaptain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1845.5.21.23. (Female in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
LIVM D.4222s. Immature. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
134). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 17). 

LIVM An adult male Geophaps smithii collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington, October 1844 
(MacGillivray’s field number 142) was listed by Lord 
Derby in May 1845 (see Appendix 2: No. 18) and should be 
in the LIVM collections, but cannot now be found. 

LIVM The Lord Derby Museum Stock Book, Eggs, has an entry 
under No. 15; “2 Columba Smithii. Partridge Pigeon. 
Gilbert label. Port Essington. Sept. 18 1840. From Mr 
Gould’s Collection. K”. The writing appears to be that of 
the 13th Earl of Derby’s Curator, Louis Fraser. The present 
whereabouts of Lord Derby's egg collection is unknown - 
it was probably transferred to Liverpool Borough Council 
in 1851 along with the skin and mounts, but may have been 
destroyed in the blitz of 1941. 

RMNH Old Catalogue; “Phaps smithii ” No. 1. M, adult. Mount. 

Collected at Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

VMA Registered in 1857. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849]. 

Vcrreaux Collection. 

MCZ 75278 (Lafresnaye no. 7075). Fair specimen. Collected at 
Port Essington [1838-1849], Matching old label is in the 
Lafresnaye scrapbook. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 7076. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849], The old label is still in the Lafresnaye scrapbook but 
the specimen is missing. 
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Fig. 105. Jardineand Selby’s plate of “Sir J.E. Smith’s Pigeon”, from their type description in Illustrations ofOrnithology (1830, plate CIV), 
which clearly shows a bird with the deep crimson red orbital ring shown by the Anthem Land form of the Partridge Pigeon. The plate was 
based on the two syntypes of Columba smithii Jardinc and Selby, which were obtained by Alexander Macleay. They were probably collected 
from Arnhem Land, or even the vicinity of Port Essington, but before the colony at Victoria was established. Neither of the specimens has 
been located. Photographed from the copy at Knowsley Hall: Licence granted courtesy of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby, 2008. 
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ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 15 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 144). 

ANWC M. Collected at Saddle Hill, 23 August 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 144). 

Peaceful Dove 

Listed by Gilbert as "Turtur (Little striped Dove) ” 
Current name: Geopeliaplacida Gould, 1844 (Geopelia 
striata tranquilla in Christidis and Boles, 2008). 

Gould was not altogether certain whether to consider the 
form of the Peaceful Dove which occurs at Port Essington 
as different from Geopelia tranquilla, a name he published 
in 1844 (Gould 1844b: 56) based on birds from New South 
Wales. In his account of G. tranquilla in The birds of 
Australia, published in June 1845 (1840-1848, vol. 5: text 
to plate 73), Gould stated that “ A bird precisely similar in 
markings, but of a smaller size, is very abundant at Port 
Essington ... / have for the present considered it to be a 
distinct species, and assigned to it the name of Geopelia 
placida; it is nearly one-third less than [G. tranquilla ]... but 
there is not the slightest difference in the markings ...” 

Therefore both the names Geopelia placida (Gould 
1844b: 55-56) and G. tranquilla (Gould 1844b: 56) were 
first published in the same account, but the name tranquilla 
should in theory be given priority under Article 24 of the 
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, as John 
Gould himself acted as first revisor by publishing G. 
tranquilla as the senior name in his The birds of Australia 
account. However, Mathews (1908) chose the name 
G. placida over G. tranquilla on the grounds of page 
priority, and, although this procedure is now out-dated, 
placida has been taken up in all ornithological literature 
since then. Thus Schodde (in Schodde and Mason 1997: 
32) has applied for conditional suppression of the name 
tranquilla under Articles 79 and 80 of the Code, and 
considers that placida should now be used. However, the 
form of the Peaceful Dove which occurs at Port Essington 
is treated as Geopelia striata tranquilla in Christidis and 
Boles, 2008: 73. 

As Gould suspected, the two names are now considered 
synonyms of one subspecies, which occurs throughout 
northern and eastern Australia. Another subspecies, 
Geopelia placida clelandi Mathews, is endemic to the 
Pilbara area (Schodde and Tidemann 1993). 

Geopelia placida is the second of just two scientific 
names - the other being a form of the Lesser Noddy, Anous 
tenuirostris melanops, which breeds only on the Houtman 
Abrolhos Islands - where Reginald Wagstaffe (1978: 
9) listed John Gilbert material at NML as being of type 
status. The Peaceful Dove in NML is a male, collected by 
John Gilbert at the Victoria Settlement in February, 1841 
(D.4269s). Lord Derby purchased this specimen from 
Gould, but the year of this transaction is not recorded and 
it is perfectly possible that Gould had this bird in front of 
him when drawing up the original description of Geopelia 
placida in 1844. The NML specimen matches the plumage 


details of Gould’s original description well, and the iris 
colour (as recorded on his original label by Gilbert) also 
agrees with the published account. The anomaly of the 
total length measurement of the NML bird against that of 
Gould’s original description may be due to the fact that 
the head of the NML bird (which was severed from the 
body at the time that Wagstaffe was taking measurements, 
so that the total length was not recorded at that time) was 
re-attached in 1985 and the bird was also strengthened and 
repaired with latex. 

The three adult male and female Peaceful Doves in 
the Gould Collection now in ANSP were also probably 
from the type series, although only the male fits the type 
measurements well. There is also a Gould specimen of the 
Peaceful Dove at RMNH, which is probably also from the 
type series for Geopelia placida, although as this bird is 
mounted it is not possible to accurately measure it against 
the type measurements for total length. Gould did mention 
scrutinizing “numerous individuals” in order to decide 
the ditferences between Geopelia placida and Geopelia 
tranquilla (Gould 1844b: 56). 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

LIVM 

D.4269S 

ANSP 

13437 

ANSP 

13434 

RMNH Old 

Cat. No. 1 

Total 

length 

TVs 

8'A 

1'U 

6 l3 /l6 

(mounted) 

Bill 

V S 

Vs 

Vl6 

V 16 

'h (13) 

Wing 

3 7 /s 

3 7 /s 

3 7 /s 

3"/l6 

4'A (106) 

Tail 

3 5 /s 

3Vs 

3'/2 

31/2 

478(104) 

Tarsus 

5/s 

Vs 

3/4 

• Vs 

Not 

measured 


Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 8) include 
an account of the Peaceful Dove under the title “Port 
Essington. Turtur — (9)”. He recorded it as a very abundant 
species, but did not find any nests. 

CS1RO found the Peaceful Dove very common and 
widely distributed in both wet and dry seasons, in flocks 
of up to 20 birds. The only proof of breeding was a female 
with a yolked egg in the oviduct, collected on 27 February 
1966. A nest with a brooding bird was also seen in March 
1966 (note that neither of these dates were in 1967, as 
incorrectly recorded in Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and 
Calaby, 1974: 143). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 13434 (Verreaux No. 61). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated paralectotype of 
Geopelia placida Gould, 1844 by Schodde, in Schodde and 
Mason (1997:32). 

ANSP 13435 (Verreaux No. 62). Immature. Port Essington 

[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated 
paralectotype of Geopelia placida Gould, 1844 by Schodde, 
in Schodde and Mason (1997: 32). 

ANSP 13437(VerreauxNo.60).M.PortEssington[coliected 1838- 

1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of Geopelia 
placida Gould. 1844 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 
134) = lcctotype. 
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BMNH 1842.1.13.11. Adult.CollectedbyCaptainWilliamChambers 
at Port Essinglon, 9 May 1840. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1845.5.“27”. [should be 21.] 21. Adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1845.5.“27”. [should be 21.] 22. Adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
LIVM D.4269s. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 8 February 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. Designated syntype of Geopeliu 
placida Gould, 1844 by Wagstaffe (1978: 9). Designated 
paralectotype of Geopeliu placida Gould, 1844 by Schodde, 
in Schodde and Mason (1997: 32). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Geopelia tranquilla ”No. 1. Adult. Mount. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. 
Labelled Geopelia placida underneath the stand. Possibly 
from the type series of Geopelia placida Gould, 1844. 
RMNH Old Catalogue: "Geopelia tranquilla" No. 2. M. Mount. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Verreaux Collection, 
received 1867. 

AM A.4593. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 
PMNII F (no. 41615). Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essinglon, 20 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 4M; 13F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 14 July-14 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 142-143). 

ANWC M. Collected at the head of Caiman Creek, 9 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 142-143). 

ANWC 6M; 8F. Collected at Black Point and environs, 24-27 
February 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 142-143). 

ANWC I2M; 7F. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 8-16 August 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 142-143). 

Bar-shouldered Dove 

Listed by Gilbert as “Turtur (Mangrove Dove) ” 
Current name: Geopelia humeralis inexpectata Mathews, 
1912. 

John Gilbert recorded this species under “Port Essington 
- Turtur — (22) — Mangrove Pigeon’' (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 8). He made long notes on the doves’ habits 
and incubation, and remarked that they were extremely 
abundant. In his Ornithological Notes , however, Gilbert 
gave minimal attention to either Geopelia humeralis or G. 
placida ; they are recorded simply as “Large bar-necked. 
Port Essington’’ and “Small bar-necked, Port Essington” 
(Ornithological Note , vol. 2: 437 and 438, QML). 

Gould considered this form of the Bar-shouldered Dove 
to be synonymous with the nominate subspecies of the 
north-east, east and south-east, a view that was also taken 
by Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974). Schodde 
and Mason (1999: 31), however, think that Mathews was 
justified in giving a separate name to the northern form, 
which intergrades with Geopelia humeralis headlandi of 
Western Australia in the Kimberley region. 

The CS1RO surv ey found the Bar-shouldered Dove to be 
the most common pigeon on the peninsula. The birds were 
mostly found amongst the pandanus and shrubby growth 
on the edge of swamps and plains. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 13420 (Verreaux No. 54). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 13421 (Verreaux No. 55). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. 


BMNH 1842.1.13.12. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.13. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
RMNH Old Catalogue: "Geopeliahumeralis" fto. 2. F, adult. Mount, 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Gould Collection. 
OUMNH B/01686. M, adult (testes small). Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington, 20 August 1840. 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

TM1 No. 3561. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 15 September 1840. Gould Collection. 

ANWC 2M; 2F. Collected at Danger Point, 13 August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 141-142). 

ANWC I0M; 5F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 22 July-3 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 141-142). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 141-142). 

ANWC 5M; 2F. Collected at Black Point and Smith Point, 21-26 
February 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 141-142). 

ANWC 7M; 3F. Collected at Two I fills Bay, 9-16 July 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 141-142). 

Banded Fruit-Dove 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Vinago (Large species) ” 

Current name: possibly Ptilinopus cinctus alligator 
Collett, 1898. 

This species is restricted to the escarpments of Arnhem 
Land between Oenpelii (now Gunbalanya) and Katherine, 
and it could never have existed on the Cobourg Peninsula 
as there is no suitable habitat there. Possibly the local 
Aborigines described to Gilbert specimens they had seen, 
or collected, in the Oenpelii area. There are no museum 
specimens of the Banded Fruit-Dove, old or recent, from 
anywhere near the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove 

Listed by Gilbert as "Vinago (Little) ” 

Current name: Ptilinopus regina ewingii Gould, 1842. 

The type (or types) of the Northern Territory subspecies 
of the Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove were collected on the 
Cobourg Peninsula - at Port Essington, according to John 
Gould in the description which he read at a meeting of the 
Zoological Society of London in February 1842 (Gould 
1842b: 19). However, this description was not formally 
published until after Gould had produced his account in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5: text to plate 56, 
published in part 7 in June 1842). Gould did not specify 
in either of these accounts what were the sexes of the 
specimens he had in front of him. 

A specimen Gould almost certainly used for his type 
description was Witmer Slone’s “Type”, an adult male 
(ANSP 13074) which Stone selected from a pair listed 
as Ptilinopus ewingii in the Verreaux Catalogue of Gould 
Collection in ANSP, although this male bird is labelled 
with the rather general locality “N. Australia” (as are the 
other four Gould Collection Rose-crowned Fruit-Doves 
listed in the specimen table). ANSP 13074 does fit the 
plumage details given in Gould’s original description better 
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Fig. 106. Cabinet skin of Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, collected at Port Essington, which seems to match very well with the plates and text in 
John Gould's The birds of Australia account, and is possibly from the type scries of Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842 (MCZ 75189/ Lafresnaye 
no. 6901. Gould Collection). Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University. © President and Fellows of Harvard College. 


than the female of the pair (ANSP 13075), which does not 
have much rose-pink on the head and is not “rich orange” 
underneath. She also has no lunar mark ofpurple. However, 
the female bird is included by inference in Gould’s type 
account (“ ... specimens ...fully adult ... submitted to 
dissection to ascertain the sexes .. .”), so any adult specimen 
which could have been in Gould's possession at the time 
of his writing his The birds of Australia account is eligible 
for type status. 

The female in the ANSP collections falls into this 
category, as does the Gould bird from Port Essington which 
is now in MCZ, which seems to fit very well with the plates 
and text in Gould's The birds of Australia account (Jeremiah 
Trimble pers. comm. 2006) (Fig. 106). There is also a Gould 
specimen of Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove at the NHM (Tring 
outstation). However, the latter is a poor specimen and was 
probably not collected by Gilbert. It is an unsexed adult, 
with plumage that in general fits the type description, but 
the abdomen has an indistinct triangular area of lilac (rather 
than a “lunar-shaped mark”) and the yellow line on the sides 
of the head does not really extend to the back. 

There is also an immature bird listed and labelled as 
“Ptilinopus Ewingii" in the collections of the ANSP (ANSP 
13076), which, although it probably has no type status, 
appears to have been specially depicted for John Gilbert 
by Henry Constantine Richter. In his Ornithological Notes 
(QML, vol. 2: opposite page 430), Gilbert has inserted 
a spare, uncoloured plate of “ Ptilinopus Ewingii ” from 
Gould’s The birds of Australia, in which Richter has 
coloured the top bird to show the plumage of a “young 
bird". This looks quite different from the adult plumage 
depicted in the published plate. 

There are, moreover, two more specimens of Ptilinopus 
regina ewingii in the Gould Collection in ANSP. They are 
both female birds from “North Australia”, with Verreaux 


numbers 51 (an adult, now ANSP 13105) and 52 (an 
immature, now ANSP 13059). They were misidentified 
as Ptilinopus superbus in the Verreaux catalogue, but it 
is possible that the adult female also has type status for 
Gould’s name Ptilinopus ewingii. However, this bird 
is not very rose-pink on the head, does not have much 
orange colour on the abdomen and generally exceeds the 
measurements given by Gould in the type description. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size P.Z.S.L. 

(inches) descript. 

ANSP 

13074 

(M) 

ANSP 

13075 

(F) 

ANSP 

13105 

(F) 

MCZ 

75189 

BMNH 

1881.5.1.2744 

Total 

length 

7V4 

7'A 

1V% 

8 'A 

73/8 

(est.) 

8>/s 

(but neck 
stretched?) 

Bill 

3 /4 

5 /s 

5/S 

3/8 

'A 

3/4 

Wing 

4Vs 

43/4 

4Vs 

5>/4 

4 ' 3/16 

5 (r); 4 7 /s (1) 

Tail 

3 

33/8 

33/s 

33/8 

3 

3 

Tarsus 

5 /s 

33/i6 

33/i6 

5/S 

' 3/l6 

»/l6 


Although Gilbert included the name “ Ptilinopus 
Ewingii ” in the text of his Ornithological Notes, he did not 
record the locality. The only possible set of notes that might 
relate to the Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove amongst Gilbert’s 
manuscripts now at CUL is an entry for “Port Essington 
- Vtnago — (7)” (CUL Gould Collection Box 8). Gilbert 
noted that this bird "so exclusively confines itself to thickets 
that it is seldom seen — / first observed it on the islands 
in Van Diemen s Gulf but / believe two or three specimens 
have been killed on the main land'. This statement does fit 
with the existing Chambers and Sibbald specimens of the 
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove, and implies that the type series 
consists of Gilbert specimens from Van Diemen Gulf (to 
the south of the Cobourg Peninsula), none of the specimens 
being from Port Essington itself. 
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John Gould named this pigeon after the Reverend 
Thomas Ewing, another great British ornithologist, 
who was Headmaster of the Queen’s Orphan Schools, 
Tasmania. 

The CS1RO survey found this pigeon in every district 
visited. The birds usually fed in monsoon forest, but were 
also encountered in woodland and mangroves, in twos or 
threes. Much sexual activity was observed in February and 
March, when all the adult males collected had enlarged 
gonads and one female an egg in the oviduct. Seven nests 
with eggs were found, three in paperbark trees at the edge 
of a swamp, two in mangroves by a lagoon, and two in 
eucalypts. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 13074 (Verreaux No. 46). M. [Collected by John Gilbert], 
marked “N. Australia" but probably Cobourg Peninsula 
[in which case collected 1840-1841], Gould Collection. 
Designated “Type” of Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842 by 
Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913:134) = lectotype. 

ANSP 13075 (Verreaux No. 47). F. [Collected by John Gilbert], 
marked “N. Australia" but probably Cobourg Peninsula 
[in which case collected 1840-1841], Gould Collection. 
Designated paralectotype of Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 
1842 by Schodde, in Schodde and Mason 1997: 58. 

ANSP 13076 (Verreaux No. 48). Immature. [Collected by John 
Gilbert], marked “N. Australia” but probably Cobourg 
Peninsula [in which case collected 1840-1841], Gould 
Collection. Probably not from the original type speries for 
Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842, as Gould specified he had 
only adults in front of him. 

ANSP l3105(VerreauxNo.5l ).AdultF.[Collectedby John Gilbert], 

marked "N. Australia" but probably Cobourg Peninsula [in 
which case collected 1840-1841], Gould Collection. Possibly 
from the original type speries for Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 
1842 but was incorrectly catalogued as Ptilinopus superbus 
and labelled as Ptilinopus swainsonii (= Ptilinopus regina 
regina). 

ANSP 13059 (Verreaux No. 52). Immature. [Collected by John 
Gilbert], marked “N. Australia" but probably Cobourg 
Peninsula [in which case collected 1840-1841], Gould 
Collection. Probably not from the original type speries 
for Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842, as Gould specified he 
had only adults in front of him. Incorrectly catalogued as 
Ptilinopus superbus and labelled as Ptilinopus swainsonii 
(= Ptilinopus regina regina). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.9. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.10. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 

Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.20. Adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.2744. Adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849]. Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of 
Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842. Poor specimen. 

MCZ 75189 (Lafresnaye no. 6901). Fig. 106. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Possibly from the type series of 
Ptilinopus ewingii Gould, 1842. Very good specimen. 
PMNH 41633. F. Collected by David II. Parsons at Port Essington, 
19 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 9M; 10F. Collected at Reef Point, Black Point, Smith Point 
and Port Bremer, 21 July to 15 August 1965, 21 February to 
6 March 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 140). 


Pied Imperial-Pigeon 

Listed by Gilbert as “Columba alba” 

Current name: Dttcula bicolor spilorrhoa (G.R. Gray 
1858). 

Gould placed this pigeon in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 5: text to plate 60) under “ Carpophaga lucliiosa 
Temm. Torres Strait Fruit Pigeon”, as he considered the 
form which inhabits the Aru Islands, New Guinea and 
Australia to be the same as the closely-related bird from 
Sulawesi, Dttcula Ittctuosa (considered as Ditcula bicolor 
luctuosa in Dickinson 2003: 180). 

Salvadori (1893: 232) cited the types of Carpophaga 
spilorrhoa Gray as two Alfred Wallace specimens from 
the Aru Islands, and also listed three NHM specimens as 
the “Types” of Gould’s Australian version of Temminck's 
Carpophaga luctuosa, namely the Jukes and Chambers 
specimens listed in the table below. Salvadori had obviously 
been led to believe that Gould’s name Carpophaga luctuosa 
was a new name for a new species, without realising that 
Gould was in fact using Temminck’s name of 1825. 

Notwithstanding their actual lack of type status, the 
Jukes and Chambers specimens were probably used by 
Gould to help compile his description of the “Torres Strait 
Fruit Pigeon” for The birds of Australia, as was a Gilbert 
specimen which is now in NML. In his account Gould 
named John Gilbert as his source of information on the 
habits of the pigeon - the details he quotes can be found in 
Gilbert’s manuscript notes under “Port Essington - Columba 
alba( 101)... Mo=koit”, now in CULGould Collection Box 
8. Gilbert remarked that the bird seemed to appear in large 
numbers wherever the wild nutmeg could be found. He 
added that they were elusive birds and difficult to shoot - 
he could only procure specimens in the evening, when the 
birds had settled in the mangroves on small offshore islands. 
They bred between November (when they arrived) and the 
middle of January. Gilbert once found twenty nests, all with 
just a single egg, on a visit to Table Head River. Oates in 
his Catalogue ... of bird's eggs ofthe BMNH unfortunately 
only listed Pied Imperial-Pigeon eggs collected by John 
MacGillivray in Cape York as being present in the Gould 
Collection there (Oates 1901-1912(1901), vol. 1: 87), and 
the Gilbert egg which was in Lord Derby’s egg collection 
is now missing. The Chambers specimen in OUMNH is 
likely to be from Port Essington, as almost all his north 
coast specimens are from that locality. 

In addition to the specimens below, the Gould Collection 
in ANSP includes a pair of Pied Imperial-Pigeons (Verreaux 
Catalogue Nos. 9 and 10), but these are listed as being from 
“North Australia”. 

CS1RO found that the main movement of Pied Imperial- 
Pigeons to the Northern Territory started in mid-August 
and ended in April or May. They were not as numerous 
around Port Essington as in north east Queensland, and 
fifty was considered a large flock. Only one bird was seen 
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on the Cobourg Peninsula during the dry season, but they 
became common in the months of February and March. 
The eleven specimens CSIRO collected were all obtained 
from a Hock that flew every morning from Coral Bay to 
feed in the monsoon forest behind the ranger’s residence on 
Black Point. Another flock was noted feeding in softwood 
trees north of Caiman Creek; they roosted each night in tall 
mangroves near the mouth of the creek. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.16. Adult. Collectedby Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.17. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1846.10.14.8. M. adult. Collected at Port Essington [1843- 
1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. No original label. 

The above listed specimens were incorrectly listed as types 
of the fallacious name “Carpophaga Inctuosa Gould (nec 
Reinw.)” by Salvadori (1893:231). 

BMNH 1846.4.8.34 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 319a). 

Disarticluated skeleton. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington. 15 January 1841. Purchased from the natural 
history dealer I.E. Warwick, presumably sold to Warwick 
by Gould. 

L1VM D.3498. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Coral Bay, Port 
Essington on 26 November 1840. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 

L1VM The Lord Derby Museum Stock Book, Eggs, has an entry 
under No. 16: “1 Cohtmha alba. Gilbert’s label. Port 
Essington. From Mr Gould's Collection. K”. The writing 
appears to be that of the 13th Earl of Derby's Curator, 
Louis Fraser. The present whereabouts of Lord Derby's 
egg collection is unknown it was probably transferred 
to Liverpool Borough Council in 1851, but may have been 
destroyed in the blitz of 1941. 

OUMNH B/01615. Unsexed adult, ex mount. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers [at Port Essington, 1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

USNM M. Collected by David 11. Johnson on the shore of Popharn 
Bay, Cobourg Peninsula on 5 October 1948 (Specht 
1964:377). 

ANWC 4M; 7F. Collected at Black Point. 21-23 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 141). One of these may be a 
specimen now in NTM (NTM T.0998), collected by H.J. 
Frith at Black Point on 22 February 1966. 

PSITTACIFORMES: CACATUIDAE 

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Listed by Gilbert as “Calyptorhynchus like Banksii (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Calyptorhynchus banksii tnacrorhynchus 
Gould, 1843. 

It is inferred that John Gilbert collected the type 
specimen of this bird. Certainly nearly all the other new 
species from Port Essington that Gould described in his 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London paper 
which was given on 11 October 1842 (Gould 1843: 131- 
140) have subsequently been proved to be described from 
Gilbert specimens. Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 5e) include an account of this form of the Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo under “ Calyptorhynchus Banksii (53), 


Lar=a=wuk - Natives ofTaratong; Koi-ruck - [Natives of] 
Limbecarrajo”. He remarked that the habits of the bird at 
Port Essington were precisely the same as those observed 
at the Swan [River], but they seemed much less abundant 
on the Cobourg Peninsula. The biggest Hock Gilbert saw 
there was of six birds. 

Gould’s description of this cockatoo in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 5; text to plate 8) undoubtedly 
incorporated Gilbert’s notes, although there is no 
acknowledgement to his energetic assistant. In his account 
Gould stated that all the birds he had seen were from Port 
Essington, so it is possible that the ANSP individual (ANSP 
22194), and the two Gould specimens now in RMNH (Old 
Catalogue Nos 1 and 2, both marked as females) - all of 
which are labelled “North coast”-were actually from Port 
Essington. If so, then they could have type status. However, 
the RMNH specimens have recently been provisionally 
re-determined as Calyptorhynchus banksii naso and 
Calyptorhynchus banksiisatnueli respectively (Christiane 
Quaisser pers. comm. 2006); if this is correct, then they 
could not be from Port Essington. 

Gould’s original description (1843: 138) was based on 
male and female adults, but it should be noted that the total 
length, misprinted in Proceedings of the Zoological Society 
of London as 2 inches, should be 22 inches (Gould later 
corrected the measurement to this length in his Handbook 
to the birds of Australia, 1865). Schodde (in Schodde 
and Mason 1997: 78) recorded the present location of the 
syntypes as unknown; he thought at the time that the male 
(ANSP 22193) which had been elected as the type by Stone 
(in Stone and Mathews 1913: 148) was not, in fact, one of 
the birds which Gould used for his original description, but 
the male figured later by Gould in The birds of Australia. 
Neither did Schodde find any definite connection between 
any of the other ANSP material and Gould’s original 
description (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 1998). However, 
both Leo Joseph and Clemency Fisher think that Gould’s 
type description of the male is so sketchy that almost any 
adult male could be considered as a possible type, as should 
the ANSP female (22195), and Richard Schodde now tends 
to agree (pers. comm. 2001). 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

T.D. 

ANSP 
22193 (M) 

ANSP 
22194 (M) 

ANSP 

22195(F) 

ANSP 22224 
(imni. M) 
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22 
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22 3 A 

22'A 
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oo 
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PA 
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Bill (depth) 

3 

2'h 
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3 

3 

Wing 

16 
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16 
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16 

Tail 

12 

12 

111/2 

12' A 

\2'h 

Tarsus 

1 

Vi 

Vi 

1 

Vi 
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The CSIRO survey found this cockatoo frequent in 
each month, but it was noticeably less common in the wet 
season. The biggest flock was one of 37 seen at Two Hills 
Bay in July 1968. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 22193 (Verreaux No. 860). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847] Gould Collection. Designated “Type’' of 
Calyptorhynchus macrorhynchus Gould, 1843 by Stone 
in Stone and Mathews (1913: 148) = lectotype. Of no type 
significance according to Schodde (in Schodde and Mason 
1997: 78), but he has now reconsidered this statement. 
ANSP 22194 (Verreaux No. 859) M. “North Australia” [possibly = 
Port Essington, in which case collected 1838-1847], Gould 
Col lection. Possibly from the type series oi'Calyptorhynchus 
macrorhynchus Gould, 1843. 

ANSP 22195 (Verreaux No. 861). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Calyptorhynchus macrorhynchus Gould. 1843. 

ANSP 22224 (Verreaux number862). M, immature. Port Essington 

[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Docs not fit the 
type description of Calyptorhynchus macrorhynchus 
Gould, 1843. 

I3MNH 1842.1.13.90. Immature. Collected by Captain William 

Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNF1 1842.1.13.92. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.34. F (male in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
LIVM D.3520s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
164). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 40). 

NMINH 2003.30.139. M. Ex-mount. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. Another Calyptorhynchus banksii (a female) 
and two Calyptorhynchus leachii from Port Essington are 
also listed in the Crawford Catalogue but were not found in 
1996 or 2004, and are presumed lost. 

ANWC F. Collected at Base Camp, 31 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 145). 

ANWC F. Collected at Base Camp, 15 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 145). 

ANWC M, immature in moult. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 10 July 
1968 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 145). 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 10 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 145). 

Little Corella 

Listed by Gilbert as “Plyctolophus New species” 
Current name: Cacalua sanguined sanguined Gould, 
1843. Present scientific name agreed by Christidis and 
Boles (1994 and 2008) and Schodde (in Schodde and 
Mason 1997). 

The NHM did have a case for designating their specimen 
1881.5.1.4661 as a type, although they had recorded the 
collecting date as December 1842 (Warren 1966: 261), 
which would have post-dated the original description 
(Gould 1843: 138, given on 11 October 1842). However, 
a re-appraisal of the original label has shown the collecting 
date recorded was actually December 1840. This specimen 
was possibly collected by Dr R.A. Bankier, the surgeon 
of the Pelorus - John Gould recorded that Bankier had 
collected a specimen of the Little Corella at Port Essington 


(The birds of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 5: text to plate 
3) (Figs 107 and 108). Salvadori (1891: 128) in effect 
designated this bird as the lectotype in his list of specimens 
in the BM, recording it as the Type of species. 

Stone (in Stone and Mathews 1913) and Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957) both thought the BM’s claim invalid 
and designated ANSP 22234 as the type, although ANSP 
22233 actually fits the original description better. Although 
Gould’s original description gives the type locality as 
“North coast of Australia", he qualified the locality in The 
birds of Australia by stating that: 

“With the exception of a specimen brought home 
by Captain Chambers, R.N., and another in the 
collection of Mr. Bankier, my own specimens are all 
I have ever seen; the whole of these were collected 
at Port Essington ". 

The Chambers specimen, which is also now at the NHM 
(Tring outstation - Fig. 109), was therefore almost certainly 
in Gould’s type series. 

By the phrase “ the whole of these" Gould must 
have meant that the Chambers and Bankier birds and 
the specimens in his own collection were all from Port 
Essington. This means that the two specimens in ANSP 
listed as being from “Northern Australia” (ANSP 22234 
and 22233, Fig. 110) are probably more exactly from Port 
Essington. 

Gilbert’s notes on this species in CUL (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 10a) intimates that he did not collect any 
specimens, even though he did not add an asterisk to 
“Plyctolophus New species” on his list of the birds of the 
Cobourg Peninsula: 

"Plyctolophus ?New spec. (123) ... This is an 
inhabitant of swamps, and wet grass meadows, and 
very often seen in company of P. galeritus. / was not 
fortunate enough myself to shoot one, although I 
frequently saw them but could not succeed in getting 
within shot of them. ” 

The two specimens now in ANSP must have been 
collected by the crew of the Beagle, as were the other 
types from the “ North coast of Australia" referred to in 
that particular paper of the Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society (Ptilotis flava, Ptilotis versicolor, Entomophila? 
rufogularis and Climacteris melanura). 

Frith and Hitchcock reported that the Little Corella was 
very uncommon indeed on the Cobourg Peninsula, and no 
specimens were collected. Dominic Serventy saw two on 
the shore of a lagoon in August 1961 and H.J. Frith saw 
three in a eucalypt near Lizard Bay in February 1967. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 22233 (Verreaux No. 883) (Fig. 110). Unsexed. Collected 
in “Northern Australia", probably Port Essington [in which 
case 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Cacalua sanguined Gould, 1843. 
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Fig. 107. Plate of male and female Little Corella Cacatua sanguined, from John Gould’s The birds of Australia. Gould intimated that all the 
individuals of this species he had seen were from Port Essington. Photographed from the copy at Knowsley Hall: Licence granted courtesy 
of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. 
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Figs 108, 109, 110. Type material of Little Corella. Lectotype and three paralectotypes of the Little C'orella Cacatua sanguined Gould 1843, 
probably all collected at Port Essington. Fig. 108, BMNH 1881.5.1.4661, an adult female which was collected, possibly by R.A. Bankier, 
in December 1840 and should be considered the lectotype. Fig. 109, BMNH 1842.1.13.94, an unsexed adult collected by Captain William 
Chambers between 1839 and 1841, paralectotype. Both © The Natural 1 listory Museum, London. Fig. 110. ANSP 22233 and 22234. unsexed 
birds, probably collected by the crew ofH.M.S. Beagle at Port Essington and now considered to be paralectotypes. < Doug Wcchsler, V1REO, 
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 
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ANSP 22234 (Verreaux No. 8B4) (Fig. 110). As above. Designated 
“Type” of Cacatua sanguined Gould, 1843 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 148) and Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 166), but they had misunderstood the priority of the 
specimen BMNH 1881.5.1.4661. Treated as a paralectotype 
of Cacatua sanguinea Gould, 1843 by Schodde (in Schodde 
and Mason 1997:94). 

BMNH 1881.5.1.4661 (Fig. 108). Female, adult. Collected, possibly 
by R.A. Bankier, at Port Essington on 14 December 1840. 
Gould Collection. “Syntype” of C. sanguinea (Warren 
1966: 261) but from Salvadori's prior designation (1891: 
128) this specimen should be considered the lectotype 
(Schodde, in Schodde and Mason 1997:94). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.94 (Fig. 109). Unsexed, adult. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. Probably from the type series of 
Cacatua sanguinea Gould, 1843. Treated as a paralectotype 
of Cacatua sanguinea Gould, 1843 by Schodde (in Schodde 
and Mason 1997: 94). 

Note that a specimen of Cacatua sanguinea in NML 
(D.531), is labelled “Port Essington” but cannot be from 
that locality, unless it was a generalised name given later, as 
it was purchased at Goldney’s sale in King Street, London 
in 1813 - long before the foundation of the colony at Port 
Essington. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Plyctolophus like galeritus” 
Current name: Cacatua galerita (Latham, 1790). 

Although Gilbert indicated with an asterisk that he did 
not collect this parrot at Port Essington, and did not make 
any notes about the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo in the north 
of Australia, there is a specimen from Port Essington in the 
Gould Collection at ANSP. It is marked “variete” in the 
Verreaux Catalogue, which indicates that Gould thought 
the northern form was different from the southern. Many 
authorities, including Richard Schodde (in Schodde and 
Mason 1997: 91), have used the subspecific name fitzroyi 
(a name given by Gregory Mathews) for northern birds. 

Frith and Hitchcock did not find the Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo abundant, but CS1RO did collect individuals at 
Smith Point airfield and at Victoria. No breeding behaviour 
was noted, although a bird with discoloured plumage (that 
might have been nesting, but more probably had been 
feeding in muddy ground (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 
2001)) was seen in August 1965. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 22213 (Verreaux No. 887). Unsexed. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.93. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.5602s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
165). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 44). 

AM A.465I. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
“Vienna Museum”, 1880. 


PMNH 41593. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
30 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

PMNH 41595. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
20 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Smith Point airfield, 3 August 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 145-146). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected Smith Point airfield, 4 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 145-146). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 145-146). 

PSITTACIFORMES: PSITTACIDAE 
Rainbow Lorikeet 

Listed by Gilbert as “Trichoglossus — ” 

Current name: Trichoglossus haematodus rubritorquis 
Vigors and Horsfield, 1827. 

Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 5: plate 49) was, according to the accompanying text, 
drawn from specimens ''procured at Port Essington". His 
account continues with notes on the species provided by 
Gilbert (under the name “ Trichoglossus (52)”, a manuscript 
now in CUL Gould Collection Box 3c). The notes record 
that this species was a favourite with the local Aborigines, 
who attached the dried heads of birds that they had killed 
as ornaments to their upper arms. 

Of three specimens from Port Essington in the collections 
at NML, the two females were certainly collected by Gilbert, 
as they still bear his original field labels. Gilbert was once 
inferred to have collected the third, an unsexed specimen 
which (of the three) best fits both the birds depicted in 
Gould’s The birds of Australia plate for size and colour. 
However, Lord Derby’s Stock Book, and the label on the 
specimen, record that this specimen was purchased from 
Gould in September 1840; it was therefore collected too 
early to have been a Gilbert specimen. Presumably it was 
either an early Owen Stanley specimen - as is one of the 
Rainbow Lorikeets at the NHM (Tring outstation) - or it 
originated from the visit of the Beagle to Port Essington 
in 1839. 

None of these specimens, however, are definitely male, 
and Gould specifically depicted a pair in The birds of 
Australia. However, there is also a sexed pair of Rainbow 
Lorikeets from “N. Australia” listed in the Verreaux 
Catalogue of the Gould Collection at Philadelphia - 
Nos.228 and 229 (now ANSP 22142 and 222143) - which 
may have more specifically been from Port Essington, and 
would therefore also be eligible as (and even likely to be) 
the models for Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia. 
There is also a very well prepared male bird in the MNF1N 
collections, formerly in Gould’s collection, which still has 
an original Gilbert label. He collected it at the Victoria 
settlement in December, 1840. 

CSIRO found this bird very common, flying in flocks of 
up to fifty birds overhead, or feeding in flowering trees. 
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Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13. "18” (this is in the Register as a Megapodius; 

number should probably be 1842.1.13.28, in register as 
“Trichoglossus ”). Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.27. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.4685. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1840], 
Presented by Captain Owen Stanley on October 16 1840. 
Collection of John Gould. 

L1VM D.700. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Knocker Bay, Port 
Essington, 11 February 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould in November, 1841. 

LIVM D.700b. Unsexed. Port Essington [collected 1838-1840]. 

Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould in 
September, 1840. 

LIVM D.700c. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 1 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould in November, 1841. 

OUMNH B/1787 (Ashmolean Cat. No. 68a). Ex. mount. Collected 
by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington, 1842. 
Chambers Collection. 

MNHN Museum Boucard 1991, no 1084. M. Collected by John 
Gilbert at Victoria, Port Essington, 23 December 1840. 
Formerly in the Museum of Thomas Campbell Eyton, No. 
741 (see Eyton 1856: 84) and before that in John Gould’s 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Trichoglossus rubritorques” No. 1. Adult. 

Mount. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841], [Gould Collection). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Trichoglossus rubritorques" No. 2. Adult. 

Mount. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841]. [Gould Collection], 

AM A.4667. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4668. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with Count 
Bruniski. 

AM A.4669. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 
PMNH 41668 and 41672. M; F. Collected by David 11. Parsons at 
Port Essington, both on 25 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 
ANWC 3M; 2F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8 July to 12 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 144). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 23 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 144). 

Varied Lorikeet 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Trichoglossus versicola ” 

Current name: Psitteuteles versicolor ( Lear, 1831). 

A specimen at NML is listed as being from “Port 
Essington” in Lord Derby’s Stock Book, but this was 
obtained from the dealer Leadbeater in 1830, before the 
colony had been established (although the inlet had been 
previously visited by several British ships). The bird was 
checked for type status because the “Nonsense Poet” 
Edward Lear, who painted the plate on which the name 
Trichoglossus versicolor is based, was known to have used 
specimens from the museum and aviaries of Edward Stanley, 
13th Earl of Derby, as models for some of his paintings. 
Indeed Lear acted as tutor to the Stanley children of the 
1830s, and it was for them that he invented his eccentric 
form of poem. Lear must also have been acquainted with 


Leadbeater. However, the NML bird (D.702) does not 
compare well with Lear’s plate of Trichoglossus versicolor 
(Lear 1830-1832 (1831): plate 36), having almost no blue 
on the head and very little red on the chest. 

Another specimen in NML marked “Port Essington” 
is a bird that found its way into the Canon H.B. Tristram 
Collection via Karl Hartlaub, who was long associated 
with Otto Finsch of the Bremen Museum in Germany. A 
Trichoglossus versicolor from Port Essington is also listed 
in the 1856 catalogue of T.C. Eyton (no. 739, on page 83); 
it seems doubtful that it could be the same as any of those 
listed below, and may not have been located yet. The Eyton 
Collection is very scattered, and museums such the MNHN 
(where an Eyton Collection Trichoglossus haematodus 
rubritorquis is housed), have not been exhaustively 
searched. 

John Gould quoted extensively from Gilbert’s notes on 
this species (CUL Gould Collection Box 3c) in his account 
of the Varied Lorikeet in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 5: text to plate 51). Gilbert saw Varied Lorikeets in 
immense flocks, sometimes flying so regularly that they 
looked like a '"cloud moving rapidly along". In August 
[of 1840], Gilbert found them extremely abundant on the 
islands of Van Diemen Gulf. However, Frith and Hitchcock 
(in Frith and Calaby 1974) considered this species rather 
less common than the Rainbow Lorikeet, but reported that 
it was present throughout wet and dry seasons. Sightings 
were usually restricted to one or two groups of Varied 
Lorikeets per day. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 22159 (Verreaux No. 216). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 22160 (Verreaux No. 217). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.21. M . "Psittacus versicolor" i n Register. Probably 

the second “Ptilosclera versicolor" listed under Chambers 
Collection in Catalogue of tlw birds in the British Museum 
vol. xx: 67. Missing. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.22. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1857.3.15.13. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Captain Owen Stanley. 

LIVM T.6942. Immature. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Canon H.B. Tristram, via K.J.G. Hartlaub. 
RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Nanodes versicolor” No. 1. M, adult. 

Mount. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841], [Gould Collection]. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Nanodes versicolor" No. 2. M, adult. 

Mount. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841 ]. |Gould Collection]. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Nanodes versicolor” No. 3. F, adult. 

Mount. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841]. [Gould Collection]. 

TMI No. 3544. M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1842], In 
Salvadori's manuscript catalogue, registered in 1842. 

MCZ 74322 (Lafresnaye no. 222). Collected at Raffles Bay. 
Lafresnayc Collection. 

MCZ 88783 (Lafresnayc no. 223). F, collected by John Gilbert at 
Victoria, Port Essington, on 8 September 1840. Field number 
63. Lafresnaye Collection [originally Gould Collection]. 
Original Gilbert label still attached to specimen. 
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AM A.4682. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with Count Bruniski. 
AM A.4683. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 
AM A.4684. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 
PMNH 41700. M. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port Essington, 
18 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M: F. Collected at Port Bremer, 7 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 145). 

ANWC M; 2F. Collected at Black Point, I March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 145). 

Red-winged Parrot 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Platycercus erythropterus" 
Current name: Aprosmictus erythropterus (Gmelin, 
1788). 

The form of the Red-winged Parrot that inhabits the 
Port Essington area and adjacent parts of the north-west 
coast of Australia was described as a new species, Ptistes 
coccineopterus , by John Gould in his Handbook to the birds 
of Australia in 1865. Earlier, in Gould’s entry in The birds 
of Australia under Aprosmictus erythropterus (1840-1848, 
vol. 5: text to plate 18), he had mentioned that the birds from 
Port Essington appeared to be smaller than those further 
south-east, but he did not (rather unusually) at that time take 
the opportunity to describe a new species. 

There is much confusion about where the types of Ptistes 
coccineopterus are, who collected them, or how many 
actually existed. Richard Schodde (in Schodde and Mason 
1997, and pers. comm. 1998 and 2001) believes that Stone’s 
type (ANSP 22757, a male from “Northern Australia”, see 
Stone and Mathews 1913: 149) should stand as the lectotype, 
and that there are also several paralectotypes. At least one of 
these is now in the collections at the NHM (Tring outstation) 
- Gould stated in his Handbook to the birds of Australia 
(1865, vol. 2: 39) that “ splendid adult examples of the three 
species above mentioned [i.e. erythopterus, coccineopterus 
and vulneratus] are contained in the national collection". 

However, Meyer de Schauensee (1957:168) considered 
that, because Gould did not actually identify the specimens 
of Red-winged Parrot in the NHM collections which he had 
seen, and that because there were no Gould specimens in that 
collection, only the two Gould specimens in the ANSP should 
be considered as “co-types” of Ptistes coccineopterus. These 
were Witrner Stone’s “Type” (i.e. lectotype: ANSP 22757 
/ VN 269, a male from “Northern Australia”, designated 
by Stone in Stone and Mathews 1913: 149) and a female 
labelled with the same locality (ANSP 22756 / VN 270, not 
22758 as in Meyer de Schauensee 1957 and Schodde and 
Mason 1997). The female was designated a paralectotype 
of Ptistes coccineopterus by Schodde and Mason (1997: 
210). Both birds were entered in the Verreaux Catalogue as 
“Aprosmictus erythropterus. small var. Gould’s Cat”. 

In fact, Gould’s original descripion of Ptistes 
coccineopterus probably included reference to a specimen, 
which must have been by then housed in the BM, which had 
been collected at Port Essington in November 1848 on the 


voyage of H.M.S. Rattlesnake - according to Warren and 
Harrison (1966: 66) by Captain Stanley. This skin (BMNH 
1850.7.20.190) actually has an original label in the hand of 
the naturalist on the Rattlesnake , John MacGillivray, who 
should be listed as the collector. It was also designated a 
paralectotype of Ptistes coccineopterus by Schodde and 
Mason (1997: 210). 

There are three other birds now at Tring which might 
have relevance to Gould’s original description, although the 
female (1955.6.N.7.2), which came via the Castle Museum, 
Norwich in 1955 (and which actually was collected by 
Owen Stanley), is of doubtful type significance. William 
Chambers' immature Red-winged Parrot is probably not 
a type of Ptistes coccineopterus either, as this plumage is 
not mentioned in the type description, but he also collected 
an adult which should be considered a paralectotype (see 
specimen table). 

There is also an early Port Essington specimen in 
NML, which was collected by John Gilbert, and is labelled 
“Platycercus (New Species). Less than erythropterus". 
There is no date given, but Gilbert was at Port Essington 
from July 1840 to March 1841. From the plumage it is 
an adult male and agrees with Gould’s scanty description 
of Ptistes coccineopterus in the Handbook to the birds of 
Australia (1865), although the measurements are not all that 
close. It should also be considered a paralectotype. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

LIVM 

D.497b 

BMNH 

1842.1.13.25 

BMNH 

1850.7.20.190 

Total length 

12 

IP/2 

IP/4 

(estimated) 

12 

Bill 

5 /s 

tip broken 

3/4 

3/4 

Wing 

TU 

l'k 

73/g 

7 5 /s 

Tail 

5V4 

6 

53A 

(feathers worn) 

5Vs 

Tarsus 

3 A 

'3/16 

3/4 

3/4 


Gould’s text for Aprosmictus erythropterus in The birds 
of Australia did not make use of Gilbert’s notes on the Red¬ 
winged Parrot at Port Essington, despite the fact that these 
were considerable. 

... “We-luk=we=luk” ... Food. Soft fruits, seeds, 
and Honey of Flowers ... This is an extremely wild 
species, and as much on the alert at all times, as 
almost any bird inhabiting the bush; at the slightest 
approach of either Man or Beast, it fly s off uttering 
its Cockatoo like scream; theflight ofthis bird differs 
from any of the Parrot tribe I have yet met with, 
instead of the rapid motion of the wings, this bird 
takes heavy slowflaps, vety much resembling some 
of the Terns. On my arrival I found these birds vety 
abundant, generally congregating in huge families; 
in December I remarked they were only to be seen 
in pairs, or families not exceeding five or six; but 
although l watched them very closely, l was not 
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fortunate enough in finding their nest. The Natives 
say they breed in the Honey season, feeding their 
young exclusively on Honey extracted from Blossoms 
of the Banksia and Grevillea. ” (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 1 Oa, Platycercus erythropterus (6) 
Port Essington). 

Neither Schodde and Tidemann (1993), Schodde (in 
Schodde and Mason, 1997) nor Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith 
and Calaby 1974) recognised P. coccineopterus as a valid 
subspecies, regarding the differences in wing measurement 
noted by Gould as clinal. 

The CS1RO survey recorded the bird as common in all 
parts of the peninsula, in flocks of up to 20 birds. 
Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.25. Ad. Mount removed from stand. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. Probable paralectotype of Ptistes 
coccineopterus Gould, 1865 (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 
1998). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.26. Immature. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. This bird probably does not have type status 
for Ptistes coccineopterus Gould, 1865 as it is in immature 
plumage. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.190. M, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, November 1848. From the voyage of the 
Rattlesnake (MacGillivray’s field number B.146). Syntype 
of Ptistes coccineopterus Gould, 1865 according to Warren 
(1966:66); paralectotype according to Schodde (in Schodde 
and Mason 1997:210). 

BMNH 1955.6.N.7.2. F, adult. Collected by Captain Owen Stanley, 
while stationed at Port Essington on I I.M.S. Britomart in 
November 1842. Stanley’s field number “60”. Ex. Norwich 
Castle Museum No 120.49. This bird is unlikely to ever 
have been available to Gould, and thus is without type 
status. 

LIVM D.497b. Unsexed (listed as adult male in the Stock Book). 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 
Probable paralectotype of Ptistes coccineopterus Gould, 
1865 (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 1998). 

[NMS] A Captain William Chambers specimen [from Port 
Essington, collected 1839-1841] was recorded in the NMS’s 
annotated copy of Jardine’s sale catalogue (1874, originally 
no 1604b, lot 91), but this bird was sold to “Mace” and the 
present location is unknown. This specimen may also have 
had type status; as Schodde remarks (pers. comm. 1998), 
all “north" and “north-west Australia” or Port Essington 
specimens available to John Gould at any stage before the 
publication of the Handbook in 1865 could be construed 
to have been in the type series of Ptistes coccineopterus 
Gould, 1865. 

AM A.4655. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4657. F. Collected by AlexanderMorton at Port Essington, 
1879. Morton Collection. Specimen not located in 1994. 
USNM F? Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, Cobourg 
Peninsula on 22 September 1948 (Specht 1964:383). 
ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, II July 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 146). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Base Camp, 22 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 146). 

ANWC F. Collected at Black Point, 20 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 146). 


Northern Rosella 

Listed by Gilbert as “Platycercus Brownii” (sic) 
Current name: Platycercus venustus (Kuhl, 1820). 

Schodde and Tidemann (1993) formerly regarded the 
forms Platycercus venustus (Kuhl, 1820), the Northern 
Rosella, Platycercus adscitus (Latham, 1790), the Pale¬ 
headed Rosella and Platycercus eximitts (Shaw, 1792), 
the Eastern Rosella, as distinctively coloured races of the 
same species, Platycercus eximitts, which they called the 
White-cheeked Rosella. However, Schodde (in Schodde 
and Mason 1997) later considered that P. venustus and 
P. eximitts should be again be separated as species, with 
P. adscitus as the Queensland race of the latter. In fact, 
Psittacus adscitus of Latham (1790) has chronological 
priority over the name Psittacus eximitts Shaw (1792). 
Christidis and Boles (2008) treat Platycercus venustus, P. 
adscitus and P. eximitts as valid species. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 10a) 
refer to Platycercus Brownii (24) as “Moon=dark?”, the 
“Smutty Parrot”. They were very abundant on all parts of 
the peninsula, generally inhabiting grassy meadows and 
edges of swamps. Mostly they were seen feeding on the 
ground, in families from ten to twenty. The song was a 
rapid succession of double notes “ resembling trin se trin 
se''. The bird had a rapid flight, but Gilbert never saw any 
bird do more than fly from tree to tree, generally in a zigzag 
manner, very near the ground. 

CSIRO commonly saw six to eight birds in every district 
they visited. They usually sat quietly in treetops during the 
day, and tended to feed in clearings, or near shorelines and 
creek banks. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 22861 (Verreaux No. 277). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 22864. M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1846. Rivoli 
Collection. Labelled Platycercus browni. 

ANSP 22865. F. Port Essington [collected 1838-1846], Rivoli 
Collection. Labelled Platycercus browni. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.23. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.24. Immature. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.6I9. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Pig Lagoons, Port 
Essington, 30 July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould in November, 1841. 

LIVM A male “ Playcercus Browni ”, collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington in November 1844 (field 
number 135), was listed by Lord Derby in May 1845 (see 
Appendix 2) but cannot be found in the LIVM collections. 
LIVM D.5624s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington in November 1844 (MacGillivray's field 
number 167). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Platycercus venustus" No. 1. M. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841], [Gould Collection], Labelled Platycercus brownii 
underneath stand. 
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RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Platycercus venustus ” No. 2. M? Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
[Gould Collection]. Labelled Platycercus brownii female 
under stand, labelled male on front of stand. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Platycercus venustus (browni )” No. 3. 

Adult. Port Essington. Received from “Mus. Sydney” [= 
AM] in 1881 (the specimen could therefore be an Alexander 
Morton specimen, collected in 1879). 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Platycercus venustus (browni)” No. 4. 

Adult. Port Essington. Received from “Mus. Sydney” [= 
AM] in 1881 (it could therefore be an Alexander Morton 
specimen, collected in 1879). 

AM A.4670. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994; 
could be one the specimens now at RMNH. 

AM A.4674. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4675. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4681. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Vienna Museum, 1881. Note that Morton Collection Nos. 
A.4671, 4672,4673,4676, 4677, 4678,4679 and 4680 were 
collected at Yam Creek, N.T. 

AM AMO.23506. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington [1878-1879], but no other data. Morton 
Collection. 

USNM M. Collected by David H. Johnson at Black Rock Point, 30 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 384). 

PMNH 41702. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
21 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

PMNH 41703. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
18 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 9 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC F. Immature. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 9 July 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC M. Collected at Caiman Creek, 1 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 3 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 9 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC F. Immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 12 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 147). 

CUCULIFORMES: CUCULIDAE 

Oriental Cuckoo (Himalayan Cuckoo in Christidis and 
Boles, 2008) 

Listed by Gilbert as "Cuculus [deleted] (young) ” 
Current name: Cuculus saturatus Blyth, 1843. 

Gilbert’s entry probably refers to a young Oriental 
Cuckoo now in the Gould Collection in ANSP (ANSP 
19980), which is labelled as the type of Cuculus optatus 
Gould, 1845, a synonym of Cuculus saturatus. Of the three 
Oriental Cuckoos in Gould’s collection in ANSP, it is the 
only specimen actually listed as being from Port Essington, 
the type locality for Cuculus optatus. Of the other two, 
one is from New South Wales (and so can have no type 
significance), and the other (ANSP 20007 / VN.1602) 
is simply labelled “Australia”. However, it is this third 
specimen that fits John Gould’s original description of C. 
optatus (Gould 1845a: 18-19) best. It is a full adult, as in 


Gould’s description, whereas ANSP 19980 has sub-adult 
streaking on the head and throat and a barred chest, which 
does not match the description (nor Gould’s plate of Cuculus 
optatus in The birds of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 4: plate 
84). The measurement of total length given in the original 
description of C. optatus is 13 inches, which fits neither 
specimen well. 

Notwithstanding, the fact that Stone (in Stone and 
Mathews 1913: 152) chose ANSP 19980 as the “Type” 
(i.e. lectotype) means that it must remain as such, however 
inappropriate its choice (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 
1998); it is the only Gould Collection specimen in the 
ANSP collections labelled with the type locality. Port 
Essington. Meyer de Schauensee (under his entry for 
Cuculus insperatus, 1957: 173) also noted that Stone was 
misguided in selecting ANSP 19980 as the “Type”. ANSP 
20007 is more probably the specimen Gould actually based 
his description on, and should be treated as a paralectotype 
if its provenance can be narrowed to Port Essington. 

There is, in fact, another Port Essington specimen of 
“Cuculus intermedins" (= Cuculus saturatus) - in the 
Seebohm Collection in the NHM (Tring substation). It is 
a female which agrees well plumage-wise with Gould’s 
type description of Cuculus optatus but has measurements 
which are generally shorter than the values given by Gould. 
Nevertheless, this bird should be considered as a possible 
type o f Cuculus optatus , as it is perfectly conceivable that 
Henry Seebohm (1832-1895) obtained it from Gould, or 
perhaps from Gould’s estate after he died in 1881 - we know 
that Seebohm obtained other specimens from Gould, such 
as a Limosa limosa melanuroides (another possible type; 
see the entry earlier in this paper for that species). 

Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Inches 

Total length 

Bill 

Wing 

Tail 

Tarsus 

Original 

descript. 

13 

P/4 

73A 

6 V 2 . 

3/4 

ANSP 19980 

12 Vs 

l'/l 6 

7Vs 

6 

3/4 

ANSP 20007 

12Vt 

P /8 

73/4 

6 5 /s 

3/4 

BMNH 

1887.12.19.82 

11'/: (292) 

1 (25.4) 

77.6 

(187.5) 

5"/i6 (144) 3/4(18.5) 


Another problem is that the only entry amongst Gilbert’s 
notes in CUL(Gould Collection Box 3a, entry for “Cuculus 
young (47)”) which could possibly refer to specimens of the 
Oriental Cuckoo from Port Essington gives measurements 
(in inches) that are far too small. 



Total length 

Bill 

Wing 

Tail 

Tarsus 

CUL Box 

3 a notes 

8'A 

Vs 

43/4 

3V« 

s/s 


The migratory Oriental Cuckoo was not obtained by the 
CSIRO survey team. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 19980 (Verreaux No. 1600). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated 
“Type" of Cuculus optatus Gould, 1845 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 152) = Icctotype. 

BMNH 1887.12.19.82. Adult female. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Seebohm Collection, purchased by Henry 
Seebohm for 10 shillings. Possibly from the type series of 
Cuculus optatus Gould, 1845. 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Citcuhts cinereus” 

Current name: Cacomantis pallidtts (Latham, 1802). 

Except for the Parsons specimen in the PMNH, no 
specimens of the Pallid Cuckoo from Port Essington 
appear to exist in the various museum collections which 
have been searched. This species was not obtained by the 
CSIRO survey of the Port Essington district, although a 
later expedition obtained specimens on the South and East 
Alligator Rivers (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 1998). A 
Pallid Cuckoo was collected at Oenpelli in October 1948 
by the American-Australian Expedition (Deignan, in Specht 
1964: 385). 

Specimen: 

PMNH 39008. F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 20 June 1954 (collection number 307). Parsons 
Collection. 

Brush Cuckoo 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Cuculus - (New species) ” 

Current name: Cacomantis variolosus dumetonim (Gould, 
1845). 

John Gilbert probably collected the type specimens 
of the subspecies of the Brush Cuckoo found in northern 
Australia, Cacomantis variolosus dumetonim , which 
according to Schodde and Tidemann (1993) is smaller and 
paler than the nominate subspecies of the east coast, and is 
sedentary rather than migratory. 

Gould did not make a separate entry for Cuculus 
dumetonim in his The birds of Australia, but included the 
form under his description of Cuculus insperatus (1840- 
1848, vol. 4: text to plate 87). Here Gould wrote: 

“At Port Essington there is a nearly allied species 
differing from the present in being much smaller, 
and in having a browner tint on the under surface; 
to this bird l have given the specific appellation of 
dumetonim; but as it closely resembles the species 
here represented, it will not be necessary’ to give a 
figure of it. ” 

Gilbert’s notes on this species in CUL (“Cuculus - 
(60)”, Gould Collection Box 3) do not appear to have been 
used by Gould. Gilbert remarked that the bird was: 

“Seen in thickets, or very secluded parts of the bush, 
generally in the immediate vicinity of swamps or 
small running streams, and nearly always in pairs. 

Its note is singular, differing from any other cuckoo 


I have yet heard; it is thus, a single but vety shrill 
whistle, with a rest, then twice repeated without an 
interval between, then a rest, and a fourth single 
note drawn out to a much greater length than the 
preceding” [sic], 

Gould’s original description of Cuculus dumetonim 
(1845a: 19) probably incorporated two male Brush Cuckoos 
at which are now in ANSP, but he may well have also had 
the Gilbert specimen which is now in RMNH in front of 
him. 

A specimen labelled with the locality Port Essington 
now in NML is a puzzle as it came to Canon Tristram 
from the South Australian White family. Samuel White 
(1835-1880) and his son, Samuel Albert White (1870- 
1954), collected extensively in Australia but never near 
Port Essington. It is quite possible that this NML specimen 
is a bird which had been collected earlier at Port Essington 
and subsequently obtained (perhaps from John Gould, who 
he visited in England) by Samuel White Snr, who had a 
private collection. If this was indeed the case, then the NML 
specimen may also have type status. 

The Brush Cuckoo was not obtained on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, either by the CSIRO survey of the Port Essington 
district, or the American-Australian expedition of 1948, 
although the CSIRO Alligator Rivers Survey found it 
abundant a little further south (Richard Schodde pers. 
comm. 1998). H.L. White’s collector, Willrae McLennan, 
heard this bird (and collected at least one specimen) on the 
King River, about 80 miles east of the Cobourg Peninsula, 
on 20 October 1915 (White 1917b: 220). David Parsons’ 
two specimens were not noted by Frith and Hitchcock 
(1974). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 20030 (Verreaux No. 1615). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Not presently recorded as a 
type (Schodde and Mason 1997: 232), but is probably from 
the type series of Cuculus dumetonim Gould, 1845. 

ANSP 20028 (Verreaux No. 1616). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Cuculus dumetonim Gould, 1845 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913:152) = lectotype. 

ANSP 20029 (Verreaux No. 1619). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. An immature bird, a 
plumage which was not included in the original description 
of Cuculus dumetonim Gould, 1845, therefore it has no 
type status. 

BMNH I842.1.13."53” (this is registered as a Sittella ; the number 
probably should be 1842.1.13.55, listed as “Cuculus" in the 
Register). Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port 
Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

L1VM T.12230. Unsexed. Collected at Port Essington. [Received 
by Tristram from] S. White. Collection of Canon H.B. 
Tristram, purchased in 1896. Possibly from the type series 
of Cuculus dumetonim Gould, 1845. 

RMNH Old Catalogue No. I. F, first plumage. Mount, reduced 
to skin. [Collected by John Gilbert] at Pig Lagoon, Port 
Essington on 31 “decli” 1840. Unknown Collection, 
received 1864. Probably from the type series of Cuculus 
dumetonim Gould, 1845. 
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PMNH 39010. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 22 June 1954 (collection number 318), Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39011. M, “TSE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 25 June 1954 (collection number 339). Parsons 
Collection. 

Little Bronze-Cuckoo 

Listed by Gilbert as “Chalcites lucidus ” 

Current name: Chalcites mimitillus Gould, 1860. 

Gilbert’s name Chalcites lucidus refers to the Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus, but this cannot be 
correct, as C. lucidus does not get into the Northern 
Territory. Gilbert was familiar with the Shining Bronze- 
Cuckoo (a specimen collected by him from the Swan River 
colony is in the NML collections) but he would not have 
seen the very-similar looking (but slightly smaller) Little 
Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites mimitillus before he arrived at 
Port Essington, hence the confusion. 

Both Gilbert and Gould seem to have at first missed the 
fact that this bird was previously unknown. Gould did not 
describe the Little Bronze-Cuckoo as a new species until 
1859 (Gould I860: 128), probably from a Gilbert specimen 
which is now in the NHM (Tring outstation). It is not 
surprising though; Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 3, for “ Chalcites lucidus [latter deleted] 74”) record 
that he only actually saw this cuckoo twice during his whole 
stay, and that none of the other collectors had managed to 
obtain it. Gilbert concluded that it was either a great rarity, 
or perhaps an occasional visitor. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original dcscript. 

BMNH 

1881.5.1.1958 

Total length 

5'/2 

5'/2 

Bill 

5 /8 

5 /,6 

Wing 

374 

3 Vs 

Tail 

2 'll 

272 

(detached, but can be pushed 
back into place) 

Tarsus 

x h 

'k 


The second of the two individual Little Bronze- 
Cuckoos which Gilbert mentioned seeing is probably the 
Port Essington specimen of Chalcites mimitillus now in 
the Gould Collection at the ANSP, which was originally 
listed in the Verreaux Catalogue as Chrysococcyx lucidus 
(Leo Joseph pers. comm. 1997). This specimen arrived 
in ANSP more than ten years before Gould compiled his 
type description of Chalcites mimitillus and can have no 
type status. 

The Little Bronze-Cuckoo was found to be quite 
widespread at Port Essington by the CSIRO survey. Apart 
from the specimens collected, Frith saw individuals at 
Black Point and Caiman Creek in September 1968. They 
appeared to frequent the edges of monsoon forest (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974). 


Specimens: 

ANSP 20083 (Verreaux No. 1622). M. [Collected by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.1958. Adult, unsexed. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849] [“collected by Wilson” is incorrect]. Gould 
Collection. Designated holotypc of Chrysococcyx 
mimitillus Gould, 1860 (Warren 1966: 192). 

PMNI1 39012. F, “OG”. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 29 June 1954 (collection no. 369). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNII 39013. M, “TNE”. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 22 June 1954 (collection no. 322). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39014. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 26 June 1954 (collection no. 347). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39015. F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 23 June 1954 (collection no. 325). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 18 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 147). 

ANWC F. Collected at Black Point, March 1966 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 147). 

Black-eared Cuckoo 

Current name: Chalcites osculans Gould, 1847. 

The Harvard specimen appears to represent the only 
presently known record of the Black-eared Cuckoo from 
the Cobourg Peninsula, athough there are scattered records 
across the Top End from Darwin east to the Gove Peninsula 
(Higgins 1999). Some of these are probably of migrant 
birds. 

Specimen: 

MCZ 89270 (Lafresnaye number 1332) (Fig. 111). Adult, ex¬ 
mount, tail feathers very worn. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. Label in scrapbook. 

Asian Koel 

Current name: Eudynamys scolopaceus (Linnaeus, 
1758). 

Another member of the cuckoo family found at Port 
Essington, but not apparently by Gilbert, is the Asian Koel 
Eudynamys scolopacea. It has, however, been collected 
several times there and appears to be fairly common. The 



Fig. Ill . Black-eared Cuckoo Chalcites osculans, the only presently 
known record from the Cobourg Peninsula. The specimen is in the 
Lafresnaye Collection at Harvard University, and must have been 
collected during the settlement period, 1838-1849. © Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, U.S.A. © President and 
Fellows of Harvard College. 
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CSIRO survey did not find koels in the dry season, but 
they were very abundant in February and March, most 
commonly on the edge of monsoon forest. It is rather 
surprising Gilbert did not manage to obtain this bird before 
he left Port Essington in March 1841. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.21.30. M, adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.31. F, adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.197. M, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington (during the visit of the Rattlesnake), 
November 1848. Presented by Captain Owen Stanley of 
H.M.S. Rattlesnake. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.219. F. adult. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington (during the visit of the Rattlesnake), 
November 1848. Presented by Captain Owen Stanley of 
H.M.S. Rattlesnake. 

AM A.4590. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Missing, 1994. 

AM A.23693. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Black Point, 20 and 22 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 148). 

CUCULIFORMES: CENTROPODIDAE 
Pheasant Coucal 

Listed by Gilbert as "Centropus Phasianelltts ” 

Current name: Centropusphasianinus macrounis Gould, 
1847. 

The ANSP hold the types of skins for both Centropus 
macrourus and its synonym Centropus melanurus (the 
latter from the north-west coast), which were described by 
Gould in the same account: that of his mis-spelt Centropus 
phasianus in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 4: text 
to plate 92). Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 
3b) recorded that the “Mun=Jeure=Woo” was extremely 
abundant at Port Essington. It is very likely that Gilbert 
collected all four of the specimens now in ANSP. 

Gould also described the egg of the Pheasant Coucal at 
Port Essington in detail in his type description of Centropus 
macrourus ; he said they were from three to five in number, 
nearly round, and of a dirty' white, in some instances stained 
with brown, and with a rough surface. They were about 
one inch and four lines long by one inch and two lines 
broad. An egg from the Gould Collection in the collections 
of the NHM (Tring outstation) fits this description and 
measurements almost exactly (Douglas Russell pers. comm. 
2006), and must therefore be considered part of the type 
series. 


Egg of Centropus 

macrourus 

Length 

Breadth 

Type measurements 

1 inch 4 lines = 16 

1 inch 2 lines = 14 

(a line is one-twelfth of 

lines 

lines 

an inch or 2.12 mm) 

= 33.87 mm 

= 29.6 mm 

BMNH 1885.3.1.1607 

34.34 mm 

29.32 mm 


At least one of the Port Essington skeletons of Centropus 
phasianinus macrourus now in the NHM (Tring outstation) 
was collected by Gilbert in the same period, but has no type 
status as Gould did not discuss osteological material in his 
original description. 

The CSIRO survey found this bird common at all times 
and in all locations where there was long grass. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 20164 (Verreaux No. 1478). M, immature but in breeding 
plumage. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotypc” of 
Centropus macrourus Gould, 1847 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 175) = paraIectotype. 

ANSP 20165 (Verreaux No. 1476). F, half in breeding plumage. 

Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. Designated "Cotype” of Centropus 
macrourus Gould, 1847 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
175) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 20166 (Verreaux No. 1477). F, in breeding plumage. 

Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. Designated "Cotype” of Centropus 
macrourus Gould. 1847 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
175) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 20167 (Verreaux No. 1479). M, half in breeding plumage. 

Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840- 
1841]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of Centropus 
macrourus Gould, 1847 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913:153) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype" of Centropus 
macrourus Gould, 1847 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
175) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.95. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.96. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13. [probably .97]. Unsexed. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.35. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1885.3.1.1607 (G.1607). 1 egg. Collected [by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], “Wilson Collection” 
(Gould Collection). Probable syntype (= paralectotype) of 
Centropus macrourus Gould. 1847. 

BMNH 1846.4.8.33 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue No. 

301a). Disarticulated skeleton. Collected by John Gilbert 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Purchased from the natural 
history dealer I.E. Warwick, presumably sold to Warwick 
by Gould. Bears a small, original Gilbert field label. 

BMNH 1881.1.17.83 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 
No. 1425a). Formerly mounted, varnished skeleton. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Thomas Eyton Collection, 
purchased from E. Gerrard Jnr. Figured by Eyton in his 
Osteologia Avium (1867-1875). 

LIVM D.3957. Unsexed. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. 

LIVM A male “ Centropus Phasianelltts ” collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington, November 1844 
(MacGillivray’s field number 175), was included in a list 
written by Lord Derby in May 1845 (see Appendix 2: No. 
25), but cannot now be found. 

AM A.4584. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with Count 
Bruniski. 


132 





The Top of the Top End 


AM A.4585. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. Specimen 
recorded as missing in 1908, but re-located in 1994. 

PMNH 41589. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
29 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F. Collected at Port Bremer, 14 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 148). 

ANWC F. Collected at Smith Point, 28 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 

1974: 148). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Smith Point, 25 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 148). 

STR1GIFORMES: STRIGIDAE 

Rufous Owl 

Listed by Gilbert as “Athene like stremia (New species) ” 
Current name: Ninox rufa rufa (Gould, 1846). 

The specimen Gould designated as the type of the 
Rufous Owl had been collected at Port Essington by John 
Gilbert “who shot it in a thicket amidst the swamps in the 
neighbourhood of the settlement ” (Gould in The birds of 
Australia 1840-1848, vol. 1: text to plate 36). Gould went 
on to say that Gilbert had not managed to procure any other 
specimen during his stay there, nor had Gould subsequently 
managed to obtain specimens from any other source. 

The single specimen (ANSP 2552) (Fig. 112) in the 
Gould collection at the ANSP must be the holotype of 
Athene rufa Gould; the NHM (Tring outstation) has no 
Gould specimens of this species, and none has been traced 
elsewhere. It is also one of the few of the ANSP specimens 
that still bears a label in Gould’s hand, which records the 
locality (Meyer de Schauensee 1957: 176 and pcrs. obs. 
CTF 1993 and 1996). The specimen has, unfortunately, been 
somewhat damaged and is missing the left wing. 

Gilbert only gave details of the Aboriginal name 
(“Ngor=gork”), measurements and soft parts colour of 
his new owl in his Ornithological Notes (QML, page 44); 
Gould’s text in The birds of Australia was lifted from 
Gilbert’s manuscript notes on the owl which are now in 
CUL(CUL Gould Collection Box 7a). In these latter notes, 
Gilbert also included the comment that the one he shot 
had been the only one ever seen at the settlement by the 
collectors there. 

The CSIRO survey saw several of these birds - in 1966 
and 1968, flushed from the same paperbark and in Barrow 
and Popliam Bays by D.A. Lindner, the latter sighting 
in July 1968. Schodde and Mason also collected several 
Ninox rufa in Arnhem Land, where the species appears to 
be relatively abundant, between 1971 and 1974 (Richard 
Schodde pers. comm.). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 2552 (Verreaux No. 127) (Fig. 112). Unsexcd adult. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of Athene rufa Gould. 
1846 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913) = holotype. 
NMINF1 2003.51.1085. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. 

PMNH 41641 and 41640. M. F. Collected by David FI. Parsons at 
Port Essington, 21 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 



Fig. 112. Label written by John Gould and still attached to the 
holotype of Athena rufa Gould, 1846, from the Gould Collection in 
ANSP (ANSP 2552). It is one of the few original labels to survive 
the regrettable purges of specimen information from the ANSP 
Gould Collection - first by the removal of written labels, then by 
the junking of wooden stands with the transferred data written on 
the underneath-by 19th and 20th century taxidermists and curators 
in Paris and ANSP. © Doug Wechsler, V1REO, Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia . 

ANWC M. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Durville Point, Raffles 
Bay, 14 April 1970 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 149). 

Barking Owl 

Current name: Ninox connivens (Latham, 1801). 

This owl was listed as a sight record from the Cobourg 
Peninsula by CSIRO (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 111) but was not discussed in the main text 
of the report. No authenticated specimens of Barking Owl 
from the Cobourg Peninsula have been found, but there is 
an interesting skeleton with no skull, possibly of a Barking 
Owl, in the collections of the NHM (Tring outstation). It 
is labelled “South Australia” but is amongst the collection 
purchased on 8 April 1846 from the natural history dealer 
I.E. Warwick, which were presumably sold to Warwick by 
Gould. Many of these were John Gilbert specimens from 
Port Essington, and indeed that is the locality given for this 
owl (1846.4.8.29, original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 
42a)) in the BMNH Register. 

Southern Boobook 

Listed by Gilbert as “Athene Boobook” 

Current name: Ninox novaeseelandiae (Gmelin, 1788). 

Gilbert remarked (CUL Gould Collection Box 7b) that 
“as observed in Western Australia, this species is constantly 
seen flying around during the day". The Aboriginals of Port 
Essington called it “Mel=in=de=ye”. 

On 5 August 1965, John Calaby disturbed a Boobook 
from its roost in a Casuarina tree amongst sand dunes. 
Underneath were seven regurgitated pellets containing 
remains of Delicate Mice Pseudomys delicatulus. Six of the 
pellets also contained remains of insects and spiders (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 149-150). 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 2531 (Verreaux No. 70). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.6. M, ad. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH No accession number attached, but probably 1842.1.13.7. 

M. ad. Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port 
Essington [1839-1841], [Chambers Collection]. 

NMINH 2003.51.1082. Mount, reduced to skin. Port Essington. 
Crawford Collection. 

AM A4516. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A4517. F, adult. As above. 

PMNH 41649-41651.2M, IF. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington, 18 and 26 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 
ANWC F, immature. Collected at Base Camp, 20 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 149-150). 

STRIGIFORMES: TYTONIDAE 

Masked Owl or Barn Owl 

Listed by Gilbert as "*Strix Cyclops" 

Current name: probably Tyto novaehoUandiae (Stephens, 
1826). Masked Owl, or possibly 7ytot//ft<7(Scopoli, 1769). 
Barn Owl (the latter is treated as Tyto javanica Gmelin, 
1788; Eastern Bam Owl, in Christidis and Boles 2008). 

John Gould stated under his entry for Strix delicatulus 
(= Tyto alba delicatula (Gould 1837), treated by some 
authorities previous to Christidis and Boles (2008) as the 
name lor the Australian form of the Barn Owl) in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 1: text to plate 31) that he 
had seen specimens of this bird from Port Essington. He 
must have been referring to the two Tyto novaehoUandiae 
specimens collected by Captain Chambers (see below). 
A specimen of “Strix delicatulus ” from Port Essington is 
entered in the Crawford Catalogue at the National Museum 
of Ireland, but this specimen could not be found in 1996 or 
2004 and is now presumed lost. 

Of the three specimens collected by Morton and 
listed as “ Ninox Boobook ” (Southern Boobook Ninox 
novaeseelandiae, see entry above) in 1879, one is actually 
Tyto novaehoUandiae. The CSIRO expedition did not see 
any species of Tyto, although D.A. Lindner obtained a male 
Tyto alba in 1970. Problems of recognition between these 
two species arise partly because Tyto novaehoUandiae is 
bigger in the south but of similar size to Tyto alba in the 
north (Schodde and Mason 1980 and Richard Schodde pers. 
comm. 1998; also see Mees 1964). 

Specimens: 

Tyto novaehoUandiae 

BMNH 1842.1.13.5. Unscxed. Collected at Port Essington by Captain 

William Chambers [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 
BMNH No. 542 (noaccession numberattached. possibly 1842.1.13.4). 

Unscxed. Collected at Port Essington by Captain William 
Chambers [1839-1841], [Chambers Collection], 

AM A4515. Unsexed skin. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Labelled Tyto 
boobook but assigned to T. novaehoUandiae by Frith and 
Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 149. 


Tyto alba 

ANWC F, adult. Collected by D.A. Lindner at Smith Point on 26 
April 1970 (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974: 
148-149). 

CAPR1MULGIFORMES: PODARGIDAE 

Tawny Frogmouth 

Listed by Gilbert as ‘‘Podargus Cuvieri” 

Current name: Podargus strigoidesphalaenoides Gould, 
1840. 

Gould stated that he had designated as the type of 
Podargus phalaenoides a specimen that had been collected 
by Benjamin Bynoe on the north-west coast (Gould 1840: 
142). Mathews (1927) incorrectly gave the type locality as 
Port Essington; he may have based this locality on Gould’s 
statement in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text 
to plate 5) that "the present bird ... is from Port Essington 
It appears, however, that here Gould was referring to 
the models “in the differently tinted plumage'' used for his 
The birds of Australia plate, which may well have been 
selected from his Port Essington specimens as listed below. 
Gould did state he also had specimens from the north-west 
coast in his account in The birds of Australia, and the type 
is possibly one now in the Gould Collection in the ANSP 
(ANSP 22052 / Verreaux No. 174, a specimen labelled as 
being from the north-west coast - probably King Sound in 
the Western Kimberley region. See Schodde and Mason 
1997:310-311). 

It is worth noting here that Mees (1961: 112) produced 
a list of nine scientific names published by Gould which 
had later been incorrectly assigned the type locality “Port 
Essington” or“Cobourg Peninsula” by Mathews; Mees’s list 
included Podatgusphalaenoides. Mees considered that all 
nine were actually first collected in the Western Kimberley 
region by Benjamin Bynoe and his colleagues from 
H.M.S. Beagle. The other eight instances where Mathews 
incorrectly gave the Port Essington area as a type locality 
arc discussed elsewhere in our paper (Mees gave these 
as: Ai (alums cruentatus, Pardalotus uropygialis, Amadina 
annulosa, Tropidorhynchus argenticeps, Pomatorhinus 
rubeculus, Myzomela erythrocephala, Sittella leucoptera 
and Hemipodius castanotus). 

Gilbert left few notes on the Tawny Frogmouth, apart 
from the Aboriginal name “In=ner=jin=ert” and the 
measurements (QML Ornithological Notes, vol. 1: 61). In 
another document (CUL Gould Collection Box 3) he added 
that the bird was abundant in every part of the Cobourg 
Peninsula, a remark which was quoted by Gould in The 
birds of Australia. 

The CSIRO survey also found the Tawny Frogmouth 
common, mostly in open forest and the edge of monsoon 
forest. Two were flushed from a low stony ridge near the 
remains of Victoria settlement, and others were found in 
this way, but the birds were more often seen in trees. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 22050 (Verreaux No. 175). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 22051 (Verreaux No. 176). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Podargus phalaenoides” No. 1. Unsexed, 
"varietc rousse” (red variety). Mount, removed front base. 
Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Podargus phalaenoides ” No. 2. F, mottled 
grey and brown. Mount, removed from base. Port Essington. 
Unknown Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Podargus phalaenoides'” No. 3. M, mottled 

grey and brown. Mount, removed from base. Collected by 
John Gilbert at Record Point, Port Essington on 25 July 
1840. Gould Collection, donated in 1841. 

LIVM D.1600. Unsexed. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington [1840-1841], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould in November 1841. 

LIVM D.1600a. Ex-mount with glass eyes. F. Collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington [1843-1845]. Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from MacGillivray on 
3 September 1846. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.88. F, adult. Collected by Captain William 

Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.89. Adult. Collected by Captain William 

Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1844.7.16.48. M, adult. Collected by Joseph Beete Jukes at 
Port Essington in August 1843. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1844.7.16.49. Adult. Collected by Joseph Beete Jukes at 
Port Essington in August 1843. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1846.4.8.32. Disarticulated skeleton. Collected by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. Purchased from the 
natural history dealer I.E. Warwick, presumably sold to 
Warwick by Gould. 

BMNH 1898.12.2.351 (not in Register, but labelled ex. II. Whiteley 
of Norwich). Adult. Port Essington. Henry Seebohm 
Collection. 

RBINS 6901. Unsexed. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849]. 
Purchased from Parzudaky, 16 January 1852. 

NM1NH 2003.51.3. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 

NM1NH 2003.52.68. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
Labelled Podargus strigoides. 

NM1NH 2003.52.70. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
Labelled Podargus strigoides. 

NMV M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849|. Referred to in a 
letter from Gould to NMV (see NMV Bird Department 
Archives) but cannot now be found, although tag still extant, 
with details written on reverse of a Gould hummingbird 
exhibition ticket. Gould Collection, received 1859. 

AM A.45I9. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4520. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

PMN H 41637 and 41638. F. M. Collected by David II. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 22 and 26 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Base Camp, 28 July and 13 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 150). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Upper Caiman Creek, 9 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 150). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point, 5 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 150). 

ANWC F. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 16 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 150). 


CAPR1MULGIFORMES: CAPRIMULGIDAE 
Spotted Nightjar 

Listed by Gilbert as “Eurostopodus albogularis ” 
Current name: Eurostopodus argus Hartert, 1892. 

Deignan (1950) named Eurostopodusguttatusgilbertii, 
from Groote Eylandt and neighbouring Arnhem Land, for 
John Gilbert: 

‘‘I have named the new subspecies from the 
Territoriali coasts in honour of John Gilbert, a great 
explorer-naturalist who has been strangely slighted 
by the describers of Australian birds. ” 

However, Schodde and Mason (1980 and 1997), 
Schodde and Tidemann (1993) and Dickinson (2003) 
do not consider this taxon to be a valid subspecies of 
Eurostopodus aigus. 

Gilbert did not mention in his Ornithological Notes 
under “ Eurostopodus guttatus ” (QML, vol. 1: 57) that 
he had collected the Spotted Nightjar at Port Essington; 
although he did say that "this species is found on eveiy 
part of the Continent yet settled on ” and has included “Port 
Essington” in his entry for this species in the index. In 
Gilbert’s manuscript notes for Gould now in CUL, under 
“Eurostopodus guttatus (37)” (Gould Collection Box 3), 
he included these observations: 

‘‘Port Essington ... This species generally inhabits, 
low swampy situations; I have never by any accident 
seen it perch, but when disturbed, rises very abruptly 
and taking a rapid flight for about a hundred yards, 
suddenly drops again on the ground. ” 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) only 
heard the characteristic call of this species (rendered by 
Keartland, according to Deignan 1964, as caw caw gobble 
gobble gobble ) a couple of times in the wet season, and 
formed the opinion that the species was rare in the area. 
They did not find that their specimen of the Spotted Nightjar 
(see below) matched Deignan’s description of Eurostopodus 
guttatus gilbertii. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21974 (Verreaux No. 200). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21976 (Verreaux No. 201). Chick, probably of this species, 
"from nest”. Port Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Gould 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.120. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers [1839-1841], Labelled “north-west”, but in 
margin against Register entry is "near Victoria” [Port 
Essington], Chambers Collection. 

LIVM D.1607. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
191). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (Lord Derby’s 
curator’s label recording when this specimen was received 
from MacGillivray is lost, but the date was probably 3 
September 1846). 

RIBNS 6910b. Adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849]. 

Purchased from Parzudaky, 16 January 1852. Poor 
specimen. 
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Fig. 113. John Gilbert’s original notes on “ Eurostopodus (80)”, the 
Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus. The chick Gilbert 
described is probably now in NML (Fig. 114 below). This page 
is one of the many sheets of Gilbert’s notes which can be found 
amongst the John Gould papers within the Alfred Newton Collection 
in Cambridge University Library. This collection of Gould’s papers, 
which includes sheets written by Gould, Gilbert and other natural 
historians such as John MacGillivray, was the working document 
for John Gould’s monumental The birds of Australia (1840-1848). 
© Cambridge University Library, UK. 



Fig. 114. On 13 November 1840, Gilbert was at the King’s River, 
where he found a nestling of the Large-tailed Nightjar " lying upon 
the ground without any nest or even a blade of grass near it ”, This 
nestling is probably a specimen now in NML (LIVM D.!43s). 
Gilbert’s written description of the chick can be seen in Fig 113.© 
National Museums Liverpool. 


NMINH 2003.51.26. Ex-mount. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point airstrip, 27 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 151). 

Large-tailed Nightjar 

Listed by Gilbert as ‘‘Caprimulgus (New species) ” 
Current name: Caprimulgus macrurus Horslield, 1821. 

Gilbert’s notes (QM L, Ornithological Notes vol. 1: 56) 
under “ Caprimulgus ” give a good description of the Large¬ 
tailed Nightjar at Port Essington: 

"... It is mostly met with in open parts of the forest. 

On the Co boil tg Peninsula ... it is often met with 
in dense thickets, and always on the ground, either 
under the shelter of a small bush, or beside a large 
tree, and if in thickets where a large quantity of 
leaves are collected; the breeding season is most 
likely the latter part of October or the beginning of 
November, from the fact of a young bird being found 
scarcely fledged in the early part ofthe latter month; 
the young bird was lying on the bare ground without 
even a blade of grass to rest upon ... ” 

A Gilbert manuscript sheet now in CUL (Gould 
Collection Box 3, Fig. 113) relays a similar story, although 
the bird is here referred to as “ Eurostopodus (80)”: 

“In the early part ofNovember, I found a young bird 
apparently but a few days out of the egg. It was lying 
upon the ground without any nest or even a blade 
of grass near it, under a small shrub and being so 
similar in colour to the ground it was lying upon, I 
was a considerable time in delecting it...” 

John Gould paraphrased Gilbert’s original remarks 
about this chick in his text for Caprimulgus macrurus in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 9). 

These references arc likely to concern a chick, which 
has pinkish-buff down and is probably a Large-tailed 
Nightjar (see Schodde and Tidemann 1993). It is now in 
the collections of NML (see specimens list below and Fig. 
114). 

John Gilbert was probably referring to this species in 
a letter written to Gould on 19 September 1840 (MLS CY 
Reel 461: 712-715). This letter includes the remark “ Among 
the most prominent of my Birds, and which are new to me 
... a Caprimulgus very like the English species ”. I lowever, 
Gould thought the Port Essington form of this bird was 
identical to the nominate Caprimulgus macrurus macrurus 
Horsfield, although the name Caprimulgus macrurus 
schlegelii Meyer, 1874 is now often used for Large-tailed 
Nightjars from the Port Essington area. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 151) 
recorded that this nightjar was numerous on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, being flushed almost nightly. Its monotonous call 
was a feature of the area, particularly in the wet season. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 21842 (Verreaux No. 202). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21841 (Verreaux No. 203). M(F?). Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

L1VM D.I43s (Fig. 114). Chick. Collected by John Gilbert at 
the King's River, Port Essington on 13 November 1840. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Base Camp. 10 and 13 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 151). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 13 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 151). 

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: AEGOTHELIDAE 

Australian Owlet-nightjar 

Listed by Gilbert as “Aegotheles (New species) ” 

Current name: Aegotheles cristatus leucogaster Gould, 

1844. 

The types of Gould’s Aegotheles leucogaster were 
collected - probably by John Gilbert - at Foil Essington; 
they are now in ANSP (Meyer de Schauensee 1957: 177). 
A mounted specimen in NMV (6827) almost certainly 
matches a loose Gould tag also stored in that museum, 
which reads “ Aegotheles leucogaster P. Essington”; this 
individual may also have have type status. 

Gilbert’s notes on this species, which Gould paraphrased 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 
2) and the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865), 
can be found in a manuscript headed "Port Essington, 
Aegotheles (57)” amongst the sheets of notes in CUL 
(Gould Collection Box 3a): 

"Tolerably abundant in most parts ofthe settlement, 
and adjacent, where it is frequently seenflying about 
at twilight, when seen during the day, it appears 
to be accidental, for on the approach of a person, 
they fly very heavily, from tree to tree, and invaribly 
turn round on the branch, and watch the approach 
of the person, all the time accompanying it with a 
movement of the head, like the Hawk tribe. ” 

There is also an entry for this bird at Port Essington under 
Aegotheles leucogaster in Gilbert’s Ornithological Notes 
(QML, vol. 1: 54), but this only gives measurements. 

The CSIRO survey (actually David Lindner) obtained 
just one specimen, as did Alexander Morton. Oddly, 
although this latter was listed as having been destroyed 
in 1914, Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 
150) recorded this specimen as being amongst those they 
examined in the AM and in fact it is still there (Walter Boles 
pers. comm. 2004). Deignan (in Specht 1964) also noted 
the rarity of the Australian Owlet-nightjar in that area; he 
never saw it in the Northern Territory himself. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 22076 (Verreaux No. 204). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 

1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ at Aegotheles 
leucogaster Gould, 1844 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 151)= lectotype. Designated ‘Cotype' of Aegotheles 
leucogaster Gould, 1844 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
177) - lectotype. 


ANSP 22077 (Verreaux No. 205). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Cotype’ 
of Aegotheles leucogaster Gould, 1844 by Meyer de 
Schauenseee (1957: 177) = paralectotype. 

NMV 6827. Adult. Tag and specimen almost certainly match. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection, 
received 1859. Possibly from the type scries of Aegotheles 
leucogaster Gould, 1844. 

LIVM D.1606. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
192). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Lord Derby’s 
curator’s label is missing but the Stock Book records that the 
specimen was received from MacGillivray on 3 September 
1846. 

NM1NI1 2003.51.4. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
NMINH 2003.52.1. Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 
Gould Collection. 

AM A.4518. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. Recorded as 
having been destroyed in October 1914 (but see above). 
ANWC Unsexed. Collected by D.A. Lindner on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, [1966-1969] (Frith and Calaby 1974: 150-151). 

APODIFORMES: APODIDAE 

The only swift that could occur at Port Essington is the 
Fork-tailed Swift Apus pacificus. We did not come across 
any records. 

CORACIIFORMES: ALCEDINIDAE 

Azure Kingfisher 

Listed by Gilbert as "Alcyone ” [“azurea ” deleted/ "(New 
species) ” 

Current name: Ceyx azureus ruficollaris (Bankier, 
1841). 

Calaby (in Frith and Calaby 1974: II) remarked 
that this is as yet the only instance where someone has 
written a scientific paper and given their address as 
Port Essington (Bankier 1841: 394-395). Sadly, R.A. 
Bankier’s type of Alcyone ruficollaris cannot now be 
located. 

Gilbert’s reason for deleting the name azurea on his 
list was probably because he realised Gould was intending 
to give a new specific name to the form of the Azure 
Kingfisher that occurred at Port Essington (Alcyonepttlchra 
Gould 1846, now considered a synonym of Ceyx azureus 
ruficollaris). Indeed, in his Ornithological Notes (QML 
vol. 1: 97) Gilbert included this bird under the generic-only 
title "(Ceyx) Alcyone ”, with a later pencil addition which 
reads "pttlchra (northern prototype of azurea)". Stone 
(1913) recorded that the type (= lectotype) of Alcyone 
pttlchra was in the ANSP (ANSP 21237, see below), but 
the RMNH specimen from Port Essington could also be 
from the original type series for the name Alcyone pttlchra. 
Two Gould Collection eggs (BMNH 1885.3.1.1602-1603) 
and a Gilbert skeleton (BMNH 1846.4.8.22) which were 
collected at Port Essington in the same period have no 
type status, as only skins were discussed in Gould’s type 
description (1846a: 19). 
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Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Inches 

Total length 

Bill 

Wing 

Tail 

Tarsus 

Original 

descript. 

6 

2 

2 7 /s 

Vh 

Vs 

ANSP 21237 

5Vs (143.09) 

Vh (34.53) 

2 7 /s 

(73.47) 

P/is (36.23) 

Vl6 

(10.49) 

RMNH Cat. 
No 4 

(mtd.) 

P/s (40.3) 

3(76) 

l?/i6 (36.2) 

Vl6 

(11.0) 


Gilbert made long notes on this kingfisher, the “Ye=erl”, 
for John Gould (CUL Gould Collection Box 3; QML, 
Ornithological Notes vol. 1: 97-98). These included 
observations on habitat and details of incubation: 

“ The most favorite haunts of this species is in the 
mangroves lining the sides of creeks, and down 
which at low tide runs a stream of fresh water, and 
in which there are generally an abundance of small 
fish. It may however be occasionally seen about fresh 
water Lagoons and more particularly if adjacent to a 
thicket; it may very frequently be observed, perched 
upon a dead branch and occasionally sallying 
forth in pursuit of Insects - returning again to its 
original perch, precisely as the flycatchers. Itsflight 
is extremely rapid and even. ” 

“This species incubates in January, choosing for the 
purpose a lofty steep cliff of clay or soft soil, making 
a small round hole, just sufficient to admit its body. 
This hole in general runs in about two feet, with a 
slight and gradual rise to the extremity, where it is 
hollowed out to about the size of the dosed hand, 
here the bird deposits its eggs, without any softer 
material than the earth affords, all round the edges of 
the entrance are seen scales and small bones offish 
adhering, and which very readily point out the hole 
inhabited. It lays seven eggs and upwards nearly of 
a roundedform, and a beautiful clear white ... ” 

Single birds flying along mangrove-fringed streams or 
inlets were most often seen by the CSIRO survey. They 
found the Azure Kingfisher to be frequent and widely 
distributed in suitable habitat. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21237 (Verreaux No. 649). F. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Designated 
'Type' of Alcyone pulchra Gould, 1846 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 151) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.54. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.4.8.22 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 81a). 

Roughly cleaned skeleton (skull detached). Collected by 
John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], Purchased from 
the natural history dealer I.E. Warwick, presumably sold to 
Warwick by Gould. 

BMNH 1885.3.1.1602-1603. 2 eggs labelled “Alcyone pulchra P. 

Essington”. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Gould Collection. 


RMNH Old Catalogue: “Alcedo azurea ” No. 4. M, adult. Mount on 
stand. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840- 
1841], [Gould Collection], Possibly from the type series of 
Alcyone pulchra Gould, 1846. 

LIVM D.418s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, January 1845. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. Missing, 2006 

LIVM D.419s. [Collected by John MacGillivray at Port Essington], 
January 1845. Collection ofthe 13th Earl of Derby. Missing, 
2006 

MCZ 76368 (Lafresnaye no. 1954). Port Essington [collected 1838- 

1849], Old label is in Lafresnaye scrapbook. According to 
the MCZ database this very nice specimen was collected by 
Gilbert, but there is no original label. 

AM A.4603. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4604. F? Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No specimen with this 
number was located in 1994, but it may be the specimen 
now numbered 0.22807, collected at Port Essington in 
February 1879, which has a Morton label. However, this is 
labelled as a male. 

AM A.4605. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 17 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 152). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 and 4 March 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 152). 

ANWC F, ad. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 152). 


Little Kingfisher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Alcyone pusilla (New Australian 
species) ” 

Current name: Ceyxpusillus (Temminck, 1836). 

The type o I Alcyone pusilla was collected in New 
Guinea, so presumably that is why Gilbert refers to it as a 
“New Australian species”-in Australia the Little Kingfisher 
is confined to the north coasts of Queensland and the 
Northern Territory and neither he nor Gould were likely to 
have seen Australian specimens before. John Gould’s text 
in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865) refers to 
Gilbert's notes (QML, Ornithological Notes vol. I: 97; 
CUL Gould Collection Box 3b): the former account runs 
as follows: 

This species is an exclusive inhabitant of the 
densest seedling Mangroves, particularly in those 
parts, where a small running stream of fresh water 
is seen trickling over the mud and through the roots 
of the Mangroves. It is an extremely shy and retired 
bird at all times ...” 

The Aboriginal name for it was “Nu=red=bin=mo”. In 
the The birds of Australia (1840-1848. published in part 
XI, which was issued in June 1843) Gould stated that all 
the specimens in his collection had been obtained at Port 
Essington. 

The form of Little Kingfisher in the Northern Territory 
is usually treated as Ceyx pusillus ramsayi (North, 1912), a 
subspecies name based on a bird collected at Port Essington 
by Morton in 1879. Gilbert’s material must have been the 
first ever collected of this form. However, none of the 
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specimens listed below can be definitely attributed to him, 
although the species is not asterisked on his list. 

Like Gilbert, Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 
1974) found the Little Kingfisher rare and confined to 
mangroves. The CS1RO party only saw the bird on Caiman 
Creek, a fairly wide channel with over-arching mangroves 
meeting over the top. The species was seen there in February 
1966, and a bird collected at the beginning of March by a 
mist net set over deep water across one of these natural 
tunnels. A bird was also seen in September 1968. John 
Calaby thought this is almost certainly where Gilbert had 
seen and procured the bird. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21240 (Verreaux No. 655). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

MCZ Missing (Lafresnaye no. 1950; old label still in Lafresnaye 
scrapbook. “M ad” in Lafresnaye Catalogue p.59). Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 
AM A.4606. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. Designated 
type of Alcyone ramsayi North, 1912 = holotype. 

ANWC M. Collected at Caiman Creek, 4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 152). 

CORAC11 FORMES: HALCYONIDAE 

Blue-winged Kookaburra 

Listed by Gilbert as "Dacelo Leachii" 

Current name: Dacelo leachii Vigors and Horsfield, 
1826. 

The northern form of the Blue-winged Kookaburra 
was given the name Dacelo Cen’ina by John Gould. He 
published this name in his The birds of Australia and 
adjacent islands in 1838, basing his description on two 
females from “Eastern and northern parts of New Holland”, 
one in his own collection and one in the BM. Both these 
specimens must predate any collections that were received 
from Port Essington, a geographical name which did not 
exist before 1838. Stone’s designation of a male from Port 
Essington (ANSP 21297) as the “Type” (= lectotype) of 
Gould’s name Dacelo Cen’ina (in Stone and Mathews 1913: 

152) must therefore be considered invalid on the grounds of 
both sex and locality. This specimen, however, was probably 
the bird used by Gould as the model for his plate in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: plate 20). 

Another Gould Collection specimen in ANSP (ANSP 
21298) is a female, but as it is marked with the locality “Port 
Essington” it cannot have type status for Dacelo Cen’ina 
either. Perhaps, as suggested in 1975 by James Greenway 
of the AMNH in a letter to Rodolphe Meyer de Schauensee 
(now in the archives of ANSP), the syntype of Dacelo 
Cen’ina which was originally in Gould’s own collection is 
another specimen now in ANSP (ANSP 21295 Verreaux No. 
676), a female labelled “Cape York”, but which is entered 
in the Register at the Academy as being from “north coast 
Australia”. There is also a Gould specimen now in the 
collections of the NHM (Tring outstation) (1881.5.1.3066) 


which could be relevant, but this is unsexed and has only 
the locality “N. Australia” attached. 

The BM specimen referred to by Gould in his The 
birds of Australia and adjacent islands account (1838) is 
not listed as a type in Warren (1966) and does not seem 
to still be present in the collections at Tring - the only 
specimen which appears to be old enough is BMNH 48b, 
a female, but this was originally from the Linnean Society 
Collection. Another twist worth mentioning is that Gould 
stated in his The birds of Australia account (1840-1848) 
that George Grey found Blue-winged Kookaburras quite 
common during his visit to the north-west of Australia. 
Grey explored a part of what is now the Kimberley region 
of north-west Australia in 1836, so it is possible that the 
British army officer collected at least one of the types of 
Dacelo Cen’ina there - well outside the area designated 
by Peters (1931-1987: vol. 5: 190) as the range for Dacelo 
leachii cervina and indeed in the area where the types of 
Gould’s Dacelo occidentalis (a name published in 1870) 
were collected by F.T. Gregory. 

Due to this confusion and uncertainty Richard Schodde 
has, with permission from the RAOU Taxonomic Advisory 
Committee, selected a neotype for the name Dacelo cen’ina, 
a female subadult from Smith Point. Port Essington (ANWC 
6096; see specimens table). However, Dacelo leachii 
cervina was not recognised as a valid subspecies by Frith 
and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974), or by Schodde 
and Mason (1997). 

Gould used Gilbert’s notes about this bird at Port 
Essington in The birds of Australia (1840-1848) and in his 
Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 1): 

“... La=rool, Aborigines of Port Essington ... 
inhabits well-wooded forests, generally in pairs, is 
extremely shy and very difficult to procure; is very 
fond of perching on the topmost dead branch of a 
tree, whence it can have an uninterrupted view of 
everything passing around, and where it pours out 
its loud discordant notes. Sometimes three or four 
pairs may be heard at one time, when the noise is so 
great that no other sound can be heard. The natives 
assert that it breeds in the honey-season, which is 
during the months of May, June, and July. ” 

The CSIRO survey found this kookaburra widely 
distributed and common in most areas visited. Only one 
bird observed showed any interest in breeding; it was 
entering a hollow near Caiman Creek in September 1968. 
The common breeding site of Blue-winged Kookaburras in 
the Northern Territory is in the mounds of a termite species 
that has not been found on the Cobourg Peninsula (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 153). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21297 (Verreaux No. 677). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], John Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of 
Dacelo cervina Gould, 1838 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 152) but it is a male labelled with the locality Port 
Essington and therefore probably has no type significance. 
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ANSP 21298 (Verreaux No. 678). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. John Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.12.83. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.84. Immature. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.32. M (female in Register), adult. Collected by Dr. 

Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1846.9.1.4. Immature. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, December 1844. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.5. Immature M. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington [1843-1845], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.594. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 1 February 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould in November 1841. 

NM1NH 2003.52.331. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
Labelled Dacelo gigas. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “j Dacelo leachii ” No. 1. M. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], 
Gould Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Dacelo leachii ” No. 2. F. Mount. Collected 

by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Dacelo cervina” No. 3. F. Mount. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Received from "Musee de 
Sidney” (= the AM) in 1862. 

MCZ Missing, but old label still in Lafresnaye scrapbook: 

“Dacelo giganlea F” (Lafresnaye no. 56). Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 

AM A.4595. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4596. M, adult. As above. 

AM A.4597. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994 
but may be the specimen now numbered 0.23693, collected 
at Port Essington, February 1879. 

AM A.4600. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.460I. F, adult. As above. Morton Collection, exchanged 
with Vienna Museum in 1880. Seen there by Ian McAllan 
in 1995. 

USNM M. Collected by David Johnson at Black Rock Point, 
25 September 1948 (Spccht 1964: 391). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 152-153). 

ANWC M, adult; 2F, both immatures. Collected at Base Camp, 17 
and 23 July l965(Frith and Calaby 1974: 152-153). 

ANWC 6096. F. Collected at Smith Point. 22 February 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 152-153). Designated neotype of Dacelo 
cervina Gould, 1838 by Schodde (in Schodde and Mason 
1997: 354). 

Forest Kingfisher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Halcyon Macleayii" 

Current name: Todiramphus macleayii macleayii (Jardine 
and Selby, 1830). 

This spectacular kingfisher, the nominate subspecies of 
which was originally named Halcyon macleayii by Jardine 
and Selby after the great Sydney-based naturalist Alexander 
Macleay (who obtained the type), has two races distributed 
in northern and eastern Australia according to Schodde 
(in Schodde and Mason 1997: 369-371). The type locality 
of Halcyon macleayii was restricted to Port Essington by 


Berlepsch (1911: 65), which Mayr (1937), Peters (1945), 
Keast (1957) and Schodde (in Schodde and Mason 1997: 
369) accepted, although Mathews (Birds of Australia 1918, 
vol. 7 (2): 167-170) and Deignan (in Specht 1964: 392) 
believed Berlepsch’s locality to be improbable, because 
Jardine and Selby’s name predated the founding of the 
settlement at Port Essington. However, as Mees (1982: 95) 
pointed out, Macleay’s collections did include specimens 
of birds found only in the vicinity of Arnhem Land and the 
Cobourg Peninsula (see our previous entry for Geophaps 
smithii, a species also named by William Jardine and 
Prideaux Selby from Macleay’s specimens). 

Unfortunately the type of Halcyon macleayii, which 
was a male once in the collections of the Linnean Society 
of London, cannot now be found (it does not seem to be 
at the NHM (Tring outstation), where most of the Linnean 
Society material was eventually deposited), but the original 
description in Jardine and Selby (1827-1843 (1830), vol. 2: 
text to plate Cl (Fig. 8) gives the colour of the upper parts 
as “rich Prussian Blue”, a deep blue colour which is also 
shown in their accompanying plate. This agrees with the 
plumage of the form of Halcyon macleayii which inhabits 
the Arnhem Land area west of McArthur River (Schodde 
andTidemann 1993: 351). 

Gilbert’s Port Essington material and field notes 
regarding this bird are of much interest. He made two sides 
of notes (CUL Gould Col lection Box 3b) for Gould to use in 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848) and then copied Gould’s 
text (an amalgam of Gilbert’s original notes, plus some 
material of Gould’s own) into his Ornithological Notes 
(QML, vol. 1: 85-87); both documents are of some length 
and have detailed notes on breeding behaviour and the birds’ 
use of deserted “ant’s” (actually termites) nests. 

"... Cul=in=jel, Aborigines of Port Essington 
... This species inhabits all parts of the Cobourg 
Peninsula, but unlike the other members ofthis form 
is seen more in the thickly wooded forest away from 
water, in fact so nearly exclusively does it confine 
itself to the bush, that at Port Essington it is known 
by the title of the Bush Kingfisher. It is tolerably 
abundant at all times and places, and may generally 
be observed in pairs feeding on coleopterous and 
other insects collected in the thickly foliaged trees. 

The common note is like the sacred Halcyon a loud 
succession of pee pee s. 

“This species incubates in November. On the trunks 
or dead stumps of trees, a small species ofant forms 
a nest of black soil, and which resembles on some 
trees an excresence of the bark, they are in general 
without any regularity of form or size, varying from 
a few inches to two or three feet in circumference. 
One of these deserted nests is chosen by a pair of 
these birds, for the purpose of rearing their young, 
they make a hole in the side, and in some instances 
two opposite each other, the centre being hollowed 
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out to about four or five inches in diameter No soft 
material is introduced to add warmth, but the eggs 
are deposited on the floor of this material, the same 
which forms the wads and roof, lays either three or 
four eggs nearly round and of a pearly beautiful 
white ... the eggs of this bird are easily discovered, 
for on approaching the tree they are deposited in, 
the birds immediately commence flying about in a 
wild unsteady manner, uttering the whole time a 
piercing succession of ays and loud pee pee s. ” 
(from Gilbert’s Ornithological Notes, QML). 

Gilbert also mentioned this bird in a letter to Gould dated 
19 September 1840 (MLS CY Reel 461: 712-715): 
“Among the most prominent of my birds, and which 
are new to me, are ... a species of Halcyon the male 
having a ring neck and the female with blue running 
down from the head to the back. ” 

Gilbert initially thought, just as Gould had done two years 
previously, that the female Forest Kingfisher was a bird of 
another species. In 1838 Gould had given the name Halcyon 
incinctus to a female kingfisher from eastern Australia; this 
name is now used for the north-east / eastern race of the Forest 
Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii incinctus. Unfortunately 
the type of Halcyon incinctus is also missing. 

Gilbert specimens from Port Essington abound - there 
is an extant female in NML and a pair of birds in RMNH. 
Material probably collected by Gilbert includes a pair of 
adults and a young bird in ANSP and an egg now in the 
collections at Tring. 

Specimens: 

?lost [Obtained by Alexander Macleay from the Cobourg 
Peninsula area, before 1830], Linnean Society of London. 
Holotype of Halcyon macleayii Jardine and Selby, 1830. 
ANSP 21383 (Vcrreaux No. 651). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21380 (Vcrreaux No. 652). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21382 (Verreaux No. 653). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.61. ‘ Alcedo ... male” in Register. Probably the 
male "Halcyon made ay i" listed under Chambers Collection 
in Catalogue of birds in the British Museum vol. xvii: 255. 
Missing. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.63. F, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.16. Adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1901.12.15.50. I egg. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. Received from Thomas Parkin 
in 1901, previously purchased by Philip Crowley in 1887 
from the Collection of Canon 11.B. Tristram (see Tristram’s 
Register of Egg Cabinets No. 121a), formerly Gould 
Collection. Gilbert has written the species and the locality 
on the egg. 

LIVM D.1618a. M. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould. Missing from the collection, but the entry in the 
Stock Book records the phrase “lrides blackish brown”, 
which strongly hints it was a Gilbert specimen. 


LIVM D. 1618b. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 

Essington, 30 January 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.1618c. M. immature. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, January 1845 (MacGillivray’s field number 
198). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.1618d. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
7190). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.1618e. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
139). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, “Purchased” of 
(actually returned by) John Gould, November 1845 (see 
Appendix 2). 

NMINH 2003.52.339. Mount. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
RMNH Old Catalogue “Dacelo MacleayT No. 1. M. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue " Dacelo MacleayT’ No. 3. Unsexed. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. 

MCZ Missing, but old label still in Lafresnaye scrapbook, no. 

1888: “ Alcyone Macleayi Jard”. Port Essington [collected 
1839-1848], Lafresnaye Collection. 

MCZ Missing, but old label still in Lafresnaye scrapbook, no. 
1890: as above. 

AM A.4602. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Specimen not located 
in 1994. 

PMNH 39029. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 18 June 1954 (collection no. 289). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39033 (Fig. 71). F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at 
Port Essington on 17 June 1954 (collection no. 281). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 14 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 153). 

ANWC 4F, all immature. Collected at or near Base Camp, 18 July 
to 15 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 153). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 21 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 153). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 9 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 153). 

Red-backed Kingfisher 

Current name: Todiramphus pyrrhopygius (Gould, 
1841). 

CSIRO only saw one bird during their time on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, which they collected. This kingfisher 
was not recorded by John Gilbert. 

PMNH 39025. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
22 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 15 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 152). 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Halcyon Sanctus ” 

Current name: Todiramphus sanctus (Vigors and 
Horsfield, 1827). 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 3b) for 
“Halcyon sanctus ? (42)” at Port Essington state that the 
Sacred Kingfisher was: 
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"... almost exclusively confined to the mangroves, or 
thickets adjacent to swamps. It is not at all abundant 
in any part of the Peninsula. ” 

David Parsons’ set of five Sacred Kingfishers from Port 
Essington now at the PMNH are immaculate and have 
good data, but were not mentioned by Frith and Hitchcock 
(in Frith and Calaby 1974). The CS1RO survey found 
the Sacred Kingfisher common and widely distributed. 
They were usually seen on the edges of swamps, or near 
streams and mangroves. Although this species is migratory 
in southern Australia, at least a few must be resident in 
the north: a bird was seen by CS1RO in Caiman Creek in 
February 1966 and one was collected there at the beginning 
of March. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21407 (Verreaux No. 660). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21409 (Verreaux No. 663). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.60. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.61. As 1842.1.13.60 above in Register, but 
missing. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.62. M. adult. As 1842.1.13.60. above. 

BMNH 1881.1.5.3008. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Mangrove 
Point on July 29 1840. Gould Collection. 

NM1NH 2003.51.734. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
NM1NH 2003.51.736. Skin. [Port Essington]. Crawford Collection. 

Two specimens from Port Essington are listed in the 
Crawford Catalogue. 

PMNH 39019. F. “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 28 June 1954 (collection no. 366). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39021. M, "TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 27 June 1954 (collection no. 356). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39022. M, “TNE". Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 28 June 1954 (collection no. 365). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39023. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 28 June 1954 (collection no. 364). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39024. F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 18 June 1954 (collection no. 284). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Base Camp, 17 and 23 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 133-134). 

ANWC M; F, immature. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July and 8 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 133-134). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Record Point, 29 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 133-134). 

ANWC Unsexed. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 133-134). 


CORACI1FORMES: MEROP1DAE 
Rainbow Bee-eater 

Listed by Gilbert as “Merops melanura” 

Current name: Merops ornatus Latham, 1801. 

Gilbert’s manuscript notes on Merops melanura at Port 
Essington (CUL Gould Collection Box 3a) were quoted 
almost word-for-word by Gould in his text for The birds 


of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 16). Gilbert 
had noted that: 

‘‘On my arrival in July at Port Essington these 
birds were extremely abundant, in every variety 
of situation. It is a migratory bird to this part of 
Australia, a single pair perhaps remaining to 
breed, as is evident from the Natives being very well 
acquainted with their mode of breeding ..." 

Gilbert went on to say that, apart from one old pair 
with progeny, he did not see this species from the end of 
August 1840 to the end of his stay at Port Essington, in 
March 1841. 

The CS1RO survey also found that most birds were 
migratory, leaving at the beginning of the wet season, 
although a few remained, apparently to breed. According 
to Lindner (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974) large flocks return in mid-May. In the dry season 
the birds were common, often seen hawking for insects 
over more open areas. CSIRO did not record any evidence 
of breeding. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 21588 (Verreaux No. 636). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 21587 (Verreaux No. 637). F, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.57. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.58. Adult. Collected by Captain William 

Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.44g. Adult. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould. 

LIVM D.44h. Adult. As above. 

NMINH 2003.51.789. Ex-mount. Port Essington. Crawford 
Collection. 

PMNH 39040. M, “TNE”. Collected by David II. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 17 June 1954 (collection no. 280). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Danger Point, 12 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 154). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 7 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 154). 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp, 16 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 154). 

ANWC Adult. Collected at Smith Point, 27 February 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 154). 

ANWC F adult; F immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 14 and 10 
July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 154). 

CORACIIFORMES: CORACI1DAE 

Dollarbird 

Current name: Eurystomus orientalis pacificus (Latham, 
1801). 

Although Gilbert did not record the Dollarbird at 
Port Essington, there are at least two nineteenth century 
specimens from there, and an individual was collected by 
the CSIRO survey (although they considered it rare). A 
specimen in Dublin is from a rather dubiously provenanced 
collection. 
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Specimens: 

LIVM D.600s. M. Collected at Port Essington by John 
MacGillivray, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field 
number 151). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see 
Appendix 2). 

NM1NH 2003.51.598. Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection. 
RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Eurystomus pacificus" No. 118. Mount. 

Port Essington. Received from the “Mus. Sydney” (= AM) 
in 1881. Not an Alexander Morton specimen according to 
Walter Boles (pers. comm. 2004). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Camp Lagoon, 5 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 154). 

PASSERINES 

PASSERIFORMES: PITTIDAE 

Rainbow Pitta 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Pitta (Newspecies)” 

Current name: Pitta iris Gould, 1842. 

It is rather surprising that Gilbert did not manage to 
obtain this bird, which was found to be quite common and 
confiding (and in every part of the monsoon forest) by the 
CSIRO survey in the 1960s. In a strip of monsoon forest 
near the airstrip, in the breeding season of 1966, the birds 
could be heard calling every 100 yards or so. Although 
Rainbow Pittas are usually hidden by dense cover as they 
move about the forest floor, they are also inquisitive and 
will investigate a quiet observer. 

The two specimens in front of Gould when he was 
writing his type description of Pitta iris (published in 
The birds of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 4: text and plate 3) 
were one (now missing, but see specimens list) from the 
Bankier Collection* (Dr Bankier being the surgeon on 
H.M.S. Pelorus) and one collected by Captain Chambers, 
which was (and still is) in the NHM collections (Figs 115 
and 116). Both were collected on the “Cobourg Peninsula” 
(Gould 1842b: 17). Gould seems to have received the two 
Rainbow Pittas which are now in the Gould Collection in 
ANSP much later - they have no Verreaux numbers and 
have labels written by Gould’s secretary Edwin Prince, 
typical of those on the few specimens Gould sent ANSP 
after 1847, to fill in the species gaps they had. One of these 



Fig. 115. One of the two syntypes of Pitta iris Gould, 1842, an adult 
female collected by Captain Chambers at Port Essington between 
1839 and 1841 (BMNIl 1842.1.13.56). The other syntype, a Rainbow 
Pitta collected by Dr Bankier, is missing. © The Natural History 
Museum, London. 


ANSP specimens is a female from Port Essington. The two 
birds now in RMNH could be from the settlement period, 
or might have been received later - although they do not 
appear to be Morton specimens received in exchange from 
the AM in Sydney, as several RMNH specimens from other 
species were (Walter Boles pers. comm. 2004). 

Gould’s brief notes on this species in the Handbook to 
the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 1: 432) are of dubious 
value, relating that the birds apparently frequented thick 
“cane-beds” near the coast, through which they ran 
rapidly. Gilbert’s description of the Rainbow Pitta in his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, page 158) is confined to details 
of the plumage of the bird - there are no notes on habitat. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 17799 (not included in Verreaux Catalogue). F. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. No 
type status. 

BMNIl 1842.1.13.56 (Fig. 116). F, Adult. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. Designated ‘Syntype’ of Pitta iris Gould, 1842 
by Warren (1971:268) = syntype. 

*Gould’s other syntype, from the Bankier Collection, does 
not appear to still be extant, although it is just possible it is 
the specimen now in MCZ. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.25. (Male in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
BMNIl 1881.5.11.4066. M, adult. Collected [probably by John 
MacGillivray] at Port Essington on the voyage of the 
Rattlesnake [1848]. Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.5366 is a Pitta iris with no data except for a label stating 
“Purchd. of J. Gould, Nov. 1845”, which strongly implies 
that it is No. 15 of Lord Derby’s list of May, 1845 (see 
Appendix 2). If so, then it was a female collected by John 
MacGillivray at Port Essington in November 1844 (field 
number 177), which was borrowed from Lord Derby by 
Gould in June, 1845 and then returned. 

MCZ 84846 (Lafresnayc no. 2041). Ex mount. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection*. 

AM A.4650. M, immature. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 14 February 1879. Morton Collection. 
RMNH Old Catalogue: “Pitta iris ” No. 1. Adult. Mount, removed 
from stand. Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Pitta iris ” No. 2. Adult. Mount, removed 
from stand. Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

ANWC 2M; IF. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 20 July to 10 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 155). 

ANWC F. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 11 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 155). 

ANWC 1 unsexed; IF (with 2 eggs in oviduct). Collected at Black 
Point, 20 February 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 155). 


PASSERIFORMES: CLIMACTERIDAE 

Black-tailed Treeereeper 

Current name: Climacteris tnelanurns Gould, 1843. 

John Gilbert does not appear to have recorded the Black¬ 
tailed Treecreeper at Port Essington, although CSIRO found 
it reasonably common in woodland and it was seen in most 
districts they visited. 

Specimen: 

ANWC 4M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 12 July and 1 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 166). 
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Fig. 116. The two Rainbow Pittas which were in front of Gould when he was composing the plate for “ Pitta iris ... this new and beautiful 
Pitta ” for The birds of Australia were collected by Dr Bankier and Captain Chambers (respectively Surgeon and Master ol H.M.S. Pelorus ; 
Chambers’ specimen is shown on the previous page). In his text Gould waxed lyrical about this lovely bird, mentioning the boldness and 
richness of its markings ” and remarking how rapidly Australia was unfolding her rich treasures. Photographed from the copy at Knowsley 
Hall: Licence granted courtesy of The Rt lion. The Earl of Derby 2008. 
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PASSERIFORMES: MALURIDAE 

Red-backed Fairy-wren 

Listed by Gilbert as "Malurus Brownii” 

Current name: Malurus melanocephalus cruentatus 
Gould, 1840. 

Gould included the northern form of the Red-backed 
Fairy-wren under the name Malurus Brownii Vigors and 
Horsfield in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 3: 
text and plate 27, published in 1841). At the time that 
part was issued in June 1841, he had wrongly come to 
the conclusion the name he had given this form in 1839, 
Malurus cruentatus (Gould 1840: 143), was only a synonym 
of Vigors and Horsfield’s name. The northern form is now, 
however, considered a valid subspecies distinct from the 
nominate race in the east (Schodde 1982). 

The name Malurus brownii was based on a specimen 
in the Linnean Society of London’s collection, which is 
now at the N11M (Tring outstation). According to Gould’s 
account in The birds of Australia, this specimen was from 
Broad Sound (between Mackay and Rockhampton) - which 
puts it in the range for the nominate subspecies Malurus 
melanocephalus melanocephalus. Indeed, Sharpe (1879: 
297) noted that the plumage of this specimen was not 
as intensely red as the Port Essington birds in the BM’s 
collections, although he did include it in the list of birds 
belonging to the northern form of the Red-backed Fairy- 
wren. Although Mayr and Cottrell (1986) did not include 
the name Malurus brownii in Peters’ Checklist of the birds 
of the world, Mathews (1930) correctly included brownii in 
the list of synonyms for the nominate subspecies. 


Gould also stated in his The birds of Australia account 
that the types of Malurus cruentatus (he described the 
plumages of both male and female birds) had been collected 
by the officers of the Beagle on her visit to north-west 
Australia, and the type locality is now believed to be 
King Sound (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 2001). Gould 
added that he had “ lately received an account of its being 
common at Port Essington This account, of course, was 
from Gilbert, who collected a very good series from that 
locality (see specimen list below). Unfortunately Gould’s 
latter remark was taken by Mathews (1930: 626) to indicate 
that the types were from Port Essington, an assumption 
which was corrected by Mees (1961: II2). If indeed Gould's 
types of Malurus cruentatus are amongst the material now 
in ANSP, then at least one male and one female out of the 
four listed below must be from the north-west coast of 
Australia, not Port Essington. 

The route two of Gilbert’s specimens took to NML is 
most intriguing. The majority of the Gilbert specimens now 
in NML came to the institution through the 1851 bequest 
of the 13th Earl of Derby, but there are a few additional 
Gilbert birds that came to NML as part of the collections 
of Canon Henry Baker Tristram (1822-1906). Tristram, 
an indefatigable collector of Middle Eastern birds, also 
amassed a huge collection of species from all over the 
world. His primary collection is the one now in NML, which 
was purchased in 1896, but there are also “duplicates” 
in the ANSP. The two Tristram specimens of Malurus 
melonocephalus cruentatus from Port Essington now in 
the NML collections were obtained by Canon Tristram 
from the museum of Thomas C. Eyton, the great expert 



Fig. 117. Five specimens of Red-backed Fairy-wren collected at Port Essington during the settlement period. The four collected by John 
Gilbert in 1840 and 1841 (from the right: T. 12751, T. 12785, D.600c and D.600d) were re-united in 1896 at National Museums Liverpool, 
long after being sold to different naturalists (Thomas Eyton and the 13th Earl of Derby) by John Gould. The fifth specimen (D.600b) was 
obtained at Port Essington in 1844 by John MacGillivray, who acted as Lord Derby’s collector on the voyage of H.M.S. Fly. © National 
Museums Liverpool. 


145 



C. Fisher and J. Calaby 


on the Anatidae who lived in Shropshire; Eyton is known 
to have exchanged many specimens with Gould. By this 
circuitous route several series of Gilbert specimens became 
re-united at NML at the end of the nineteenth century (see 
Fig. 117). 

Gilbert made notes for Gould on the Red-backed 
Fairy-wren under “Malunis melanocephalus (19)” 
(Brownii deleted); he recorded the Aboriginal name as 
“Nu=nuk=a=nu=nuk” (CUL Gould Collection Box 10b). 
Gilbert also related that the species was similar to others 
of the genus in habits and manners, but the males differed 
in having a tail that was only two-thirds the length of 
the females. He recorded that the males were generally 
accompanied by from three to six or even seven females 
(although actually most of these “females” would have 
been eclipse or paedomorphically juvenile-plumaged males; 
Richard Schodde pers. comm. 2001). 

Frith and Hitchcock {in Frith and Calaby 1974) found 
the Red-backed Wren “common in each district visited, 
wherever there was dense undergrowth ”, 

Specimens: 

ANSP 881 (Verreaux No. 433). M. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type" of Malunis 
cruentatus Gould. 1840 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 166) = lectotype [but if it is one of Gould’s types, 
then it was collected on the north-west coast, 1838-1839], 
ANSP 882 (Verreaux No. 434). M. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 883 (Verreaux No. 435). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 884 (Verreaux No. 436). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNI1 1842.1.13.48. “ Malunis" in Register. Probably the second 

male “Malunis dorsalis ” (= Malunis melanocephalus 
cruentatus) listed under Chambers Collection in Catalogue 
of the birds in the British Museum vol. iv: 297. Missing. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.49. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.50. F, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.51. F, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 

Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.23. F, adult. Port Essington [collected 1843- 
1845]. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.707. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849] 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1962.1.61 (probably originally 1884.11.20.363-365, 

“Malunis dorsalis ”, Clutch of 3 eggs. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849]. "J.B. Gould" Collection. 

L1VM D.600b (Fig. 117). M. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
133). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 36). 

L1VM D.600c (Fig. 117). M. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington, 21 July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.600d (Fig. 117). F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, 
Port Essington, 1 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM T. 12751 (Fig. 117). M. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 

Essington, II August 1840. Collection of Canon H.B. 
Tristram, via T.C. Eyton, via John Gould. 


LIVM T.12785 (Fig. 117). F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, 
Port Essington, 27 January 1841. Collection of Canon H.B. 
Tristram, via T.C. Eyton, via John Gould. 

OUMNH B/16036; Ashmolean Catalogue No. 212a. M. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

OUMNH B/16037; Ashmolean Catalogue No. 212a. F. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

OUMNH B/16038; Ashmolean Catalogue No. 212a. F. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

RMNII No specimen number. M. Mount. Port Essington. Unknown 
(Old) Collection. Labelled "Malurus Brownii". 

RMNH No specimen number. M. Mount. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Unknown (Old) Collection. Labelled “Malurus 
dorsalis. Avant 1850". 

AM A.4755. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with U.S. 
National Museum, 1891. 

AM A.4756. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Brussels Museum, 1881. Possibly RBINS M. from “Port 
Darwin”, exchanged with “Museum Sydney” in 1881. 

AM A.4757. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with U.S. 
National Museum, 1891. 

AM A.4758. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

NMV Male and female Malurus Browni collected at Port 

Essington [1838-1849] were included in a list of specimens 
sent by John Gould to NMV. 

PMNH 41908 and 41909. 2M. Collected by David H. Parsons at 
Point Priest. 2 July 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Victoria. Port Essington, 10 July (full 
adult plumage) and 16 August 1965 (heavy body moult) 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 161) 

ANWC 2M; F (M in change. M in full adult plumage, F in full adult 
plumage). Collected at Point Priest, 8 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 161). 


PASSERIFORMES: PARDALOT1DAE 

Striated Pardalote 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pardalotus uropygialis (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Pardalotus striatus uropygialis Gould, 
1840. 

Gilbert’s notation “Newspecies" here must be a reference 
to the fact that he knew that Gould had recently described 
the bird, not that he thought it needed a new name. 

Benjamin Bynoe was responsible for collecting the type 
of this form of the Striated Pardalote in 1838, according 
to Gould (1840: 143) from the “North-west coast of 
Australia”. Unfortunately Mathews (1930: 724) took this 
to indicate that the type specimens had been collected at 
Port Essington, an assumption which was corrected by 
Mees (1961: 112), but in fact John Gilbert did collect a 
good series of specimens of the Striated Pardalote at Port 
Essington and also made long notes on the bird’s behaviour 
and nesting habits: 

“Inhabits the summits of the loftiest trees, a very 
shy and retired species, and from its nearly always 
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keeping amongst the thick foliage is seldom seen ... 

1 am informed by several persons in the settlement, 
as well as by the Natives, that this bird, forms a 
nest in a hole in a sandy bank ... " (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 1 a, notes under “ Pardalotus (1) - 
E=roo=je=re=ma”). 

Gould, who published the part of The birds of Australia 
which included this species in December 1840 (1840-1848, 
vol. 2: text to plate 41), would not yet have received his 
assistant’s letter of 19 September 1840 (MLS CY Reel 
461: 712-715), telling him about a ''‘‘new... Pardalotus very 
like P. melanocephala but differing in having yellow sides 
beneath instead of yellow abdomen". Neither did Gould, 
at that time, have the benefit of Gilbert’s knowledge of the 
species that he recorded in his manuscript now in the CUL. 
Thus Gould could do no more than state that ‘7 am unable 
to give any account of its habits and manners" in his The 
birds of Australia text. 

Strangely Gilbert, preparing for his second trip to 
Australia, copied only details from Gould’s original 
description and from the The birds of Australia account 
into his Ornithological Notes (QML, page 233), ignoring 
the wealth of information in his own manuscript. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) report 
that the bird was found to be widely distributed in woodland 
in most districts visited. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 15534 (Verreaux No. 796). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” 
of Pardalotus uropygialis Gould. 1840 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 232) = paralectotype (but does not 
fit the type description well, as the black on the head is 
incomplete and the back of the crown is grey). Primary 
feathers missing. 

ANSP 15535 (Verreaux No. 797). “F” [M] (has a black crown, 
not scalloped with grey). Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847). Gould Collection. Designated "Type” of Pardalotus 
uropygialis Gould, 1840 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 171) = lectotype. Designated "Cotype” of Pardalotus 
uropygialis Gould, 1840 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
232) = lectotype. Labelled Port Essington, but if it is 
Bynoe’s type, then it is from the north-west coast. Tail 
missing. 

ANSP 15533 (Verreaux No. 798). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably has no type status, 
as it has a distinct patch of fuscous brown on the sides 
of the chest and abdomen, a plumage detail which is not 
mentioned in the type description. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.46. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.47. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

LIVM D.522. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, I August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. Labelled “Pardalotus uropigialis" [sic]. 

MNHN Parzudaki Collection 1853, no 12. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], In Register, but not found in collections, 
January 2000. 

ANWC 3M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 10 and 18 July 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 166-167). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 13 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 166-167). 


PASSERIFORMES: ACANTHIZIDAE 

Weebill 

Listed by Gilbert as “Psilopus like brevirostris (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Smicrornis brevirostrisflavescens Gould, 
1843. 

Gould named this new form in 1842 (Gould 1843: 
134) from Gilbert’s material. Two specimens of this race 
are in the Gould Collection in the ANSP. but there are 
discrepancies between the Verreaux Catalogue of this 
collection (compiled when the collection was shipped to 
Philadelphia), the ANSP Register entries, and the numbers 
on the actual skins in the collections. The only entry in the 
Verreaux Catalogue for a flavescens from Port Essington 
is VN.1068, and Stone has in error attached this Verreaux 
number to his "Type” ANSP 761. The latter specimen does 
not match the original description well, in that the brown 
lines on the head are not obvious. There is another Port 
Essington specimen from the Gould collection in the ANSP 
collections, but this has no Verreaux number attached to it. 
In fact, a check of the ANSP register revealed that this is 
the specimen that was originally recorded in the Verreaux 
Catalogue as 1068; it was given the ANSP number 18632 
when it reached Philadelphia. This specimen is an ex-mount 
with glass eyes still present; it shows the brown lines on 
the head well, and is therefore a much better match for 
the original description of Smicrornis flavescens. Cross¬ 
checking the ANSP Register, it seems, in fact, that Stone’s 
“type”, ANSP 761, never had a Verreaux number, and must 
therefore have been sent by Gould to ANSP after 1847. 

In conclusion, ANSP 18632 appears to be the closest 
match to Gould’s original description of Smicrornis 
flavescens. However, both ANSP 18632 and ANSP 761 may 
have been used as models for Gould’s plate for Smicrornis 
flavescens in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: 
plate 104), which, according to Gould, shows both sexes. 
The two ANSP birds have similar measurements, but their 
value for total length is somewhat greater than that given in 
the original description of Smicrornis flavescens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

ANSI’ 761 
(“1068”) 

ANSP 18632 
(1068) 

Total length 

2 3 A 

3'/4 

3 

Bill 

Vl6 

5 /l6 

Vl6 

Wing 

P/s 

P/s 

P/s 

Tail 

P/4 

I'll 

P/4 

Tarsus 

Vl6 

Vi 6 

Vl6 


There is another Weebill recorded under the name 
flavescens in the Verreaux Catalogue (ANSP 18633/ 
VN.1069), but this is marked “S.A” and so must be of the 
subspecies Smicrornis brevirostris viridescens Mathews 
1912; certainly it is light yellowish brown, not olive yellow 
as in Smicrornis brevirostris flavescens. 
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Fig. 118. John Gould’s plate for the Mangrove Gcrygonc “ Gerygone laevigaster ” in 7’/;c* birds of Australia. Gould quoted his collector John 
Gilbert's remarks on the lameness of the bird, "turning its little head about from side to side until the hand is almost upon it. when it merely 
hops upon another branch and again quietly looks about, apparently quite unconcerned". Gould’s plate was composed from the two specimens 
which can be seen on the next page. Photographed from the copy at Knowsley Hall: Licence granted courtesy of The Rt lion. The Earl of 
Derby 2008. 
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The CSIRO survey only found Weebills at Danger 
Point and Point Priest, and explained this with reference to 
Gould’s text (which he took from Gilbert’s notes). Gould 
recorded that the birds confined themselves to the very tops 
of the highest trees, where they were almost impossible 
to see or collect {The birds of Australia 1840-1848; CUL 
Gould Collection Box 5b, under "Psilopus like brevirostres 
[sic] (35)”; QML, Ornithological Notes: 261). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18632 (Verreaux No. 1068). M, ex-mount. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably the 
original type (= holotype) of Smicrornisflavescens Gould, 
1843. 

ANSP 761 (no Verreaux No.). Unsexed. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Smicrornis flavescens Gould, 1843 by Slone in Stone and 
Mathews (1931: 155) = lectotype (but is probably without 
type status). 

PMNH 41853 and 41852. M; F. Collected by David 11. Parsons at 
Point Priest, 20 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Danger Point, 11 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 161). 

ANWC M; 1 unsexed. Collected at Point Priest, 9 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 161). 

Mangrove Gerygone 

Listed by Gilbert as “Psi/opus" [“fuscus”, deletedy 
"(New species) ” 

Current name: Gerygone levigaster levigaster Gould, 
1843. 

Closely relaled to Gerygonefusca of Western Australia 
and parts of the east and central interior, the Mangrove 
Gerygone is confined to the mangrove forests of northern 
and eastern Australia and southern New Guinea. Gould 


originally described this bird in 1842 as Gerygone levigaster 
(Gould 1843: 133) but changed the spelling to laevigaster 
in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 
101, issued June 1847 (Fig. 118). In this account Gould 
referred to the fact that: 

"Mr Gilbert killed several specimens ... on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, and on the islands in Van 
Diemen's Gulf and sometimes observed a solitary’ 
individual among the mangroves near the settlement 
of Port Essington. ” 

This text then continues with a description of the 
“pleasing but weak piping note ” of the bird, and observations 
on its confiding nature in sitting 

"... turning its little head about from side to side 
until the hand is almost upon it, when it merely hops 
upon another branch and again quietly looks about, 
apparently quite unconcerned. ” 

These words were transposed from Gilbert’s manuscript 
sheets (CUL Gould Collection Box 5b), which refer to this 
species under “ Psilopus — No. 68”. 

Deignan (in Specht 1964: 404) considered that Gould’s 
text in The birds of Australia and in the Handbook to 
the birds of Australia (1865, Vol. 1: 270) must indicate 
that Gilbert had not collected any specimens from Port 
Essington itself, thus invalidating the type locality. He 
cited the fact that Gould had used the word “killed” only 
in relation to specimens from the Cobourg Peninsula and 
“islands in Van Diemen’s Gulf' and the word “observed” 
in relation to birds near the settlement at Port Essington. 
However, Gilbert’s original manuscript actually states: 



Figs 119,120. Type and probable type material of Mangrove Gerygone. John Gilbert wrote of the Mangrove Gerygone that: "Ifirst observed 
it on Mayday Island. Van Diemen s Gulf, and since then / have occasionally seen a solitary individual in the Mangroves near the Settlement ”, 
His two specimens (ANSP 775 and 776), which are labelled “Port Essington”, should therefore be given the more generalised locality 
“Cobourg Peninsula”. They are the only two Mangrove Gerygones recorded from the area. © Doug Wechsler, VIREO, Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia. 
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“Ifirst observed it on Mayday Island, Van Diemen s 
Gulf, and since then I have occasionally seen a 
solitary individual in the Mangroves near the 
Settlement. ” 

Gilbert did not therefore specify exactly where the 
types, a pair now in ANSP which are simply labelled 
“Port Essington” (Figs 119 and 120), had been collected, 
but it seems only one individual could have been from 
the settlement itself - perhaps therefore the more general 
“Cobourg Peninsula” is a more appropriate type locality 
to use. It is also noted that, of the two syntypes, the female 
actually fits the measurements given in Gould’s original 
description slightly better. 

This bird was not recorded by the CS1RO survey, 
although it is worth noting Richard Schodde’s later remarks 
on the physical difficulties of collecting in the mangroves 
and therefore the even more laudable industry of the poorly- 
resourced John Gilbert. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 775 (Verreaux No. 1051) (Fig 119). M. [Collected by John 
Gilbert] at Port Essington [= Cobourg Peninsula, collected 
1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Gerygone levigaster Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 156, as “'Gerygone laevigaster”) = 
lectotype. 

ANSP 776 (Verreaux No. 1052) (Fig. 120). F. [Collected by John 
Gilbert] at Port Essington [= Cobourg Peninsula, collected 
1840-1841], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Gerygone levigaster Gould, 1843. 

Large-billed Gerygone 

Listed by Gilbert as “Psilopus (New species) ” 

Current name: Gerygone magnirostris magnirostris 
Gould, 1843. 

This bird was described by Gould in 1842 (1843: 
133) from specimens collected by John Gilbert in the 
area just south of the Cobourg Peninsula. According to 
Gould in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text 
to plate 100): 

"... the two examples in my collection are all that 
have come under my notice, and these were shot by 
Mr. Gilbert on Greenhill Island near Port Essington, 
while hovering over the blossoms of the mangroves 
and engaged in capturing the smaller kinds of insects 
upon which it feeds, during which occupation he 
observed that it gave utterance to an extremely 
weak twittering song ... the Plate represents male 
and female ... ” 

Gilbert actually records the locality in his Ornithological 
Notes as “Greenhill and Mayday [= Morse] Islands, Van 
Diemen’s Gulf’ (QML, page 263) and “Port Essington 
and the Islands of Van Diemen Gulf’ (QML, page 263*). 
These two separate entries record soft part colour and 
plumage details respectively, but with no notes on habitat 
or behaviour. However, Gilbert’s sheet for this species in 


the collection now in CUL (Gould Collection Box 4a), 
which records the bird as “Psilopus — (69)”, includes the 
remarks on feeding which Gould included in his entry for 
The birds of Australia. 

The Gould Collection specimens now in ANSP (ANSP 
770. male, and ANSP 771, female) arc probably Gilbert’s 
two birds from Van Diemen Gulf . They were given 
the wrong Verreaux numbers in Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 212): VN.1066 and 1067 are a pair of Smicrornis 
brevirostris from New South Wales. The male Gerygone 
magnirostris, which was probably the one Gould measured, 
is now missing its tail. Another Gould bird from the 
settlement period is at the NHM (Tring outstation), 
although it looks too poor to be a Gilbert specimen and - as 
noted previously - Gould specified that Gilbert had only 
collected two birds. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

ANSP 

770 

ANSP 

771 

BMNH 

1881.5.1.290 

Total length 

3V< 

no tail 

4 

Not possible to 
measure 

Bill 

’/|6 

'/2 

1/2 

'h 

Wing 

2'A 

2'A 

274 

2 l/l6 

Tail 

PA 

missing 

15/s 

2 

Tarsus 

5/8 

"/l6 

5/8 

5/g 


The CSIRO survey did not manage to find this species, 
which inhabits the mangroves, although Dominic Serventy 
recorded a bird he thought must be it in August 1961. It had 
a Gerygone -type sibilant chromatic cadence, but faster and 
more staccato than that of G.fiusca (Frith and Hitchcock, in 
Frith and Calaby 1974: 160, and John Calaby pers. obs.). 
The CSIRO report also noted that White (1917 a and b) had 
recorded the bird as being common on the rivers flowing 
into Van Diemen Gulf and on the King River, which is east 
of the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 770 (Verreaux No. 1064). M. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [= Van Diemen Gulf, Cobourg Peninsula, 
August 1840]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” 
of Gerygone magnirostris Gould, 1843 by Meyer dc 
Schauensee (1957: 212) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 771 (Verreaux No. 1065). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [= Van Diemen Gulf, Cobourg Peninsula, 
August 1840], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Gerygone magnirostris Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 156) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype" 
of Gerygone magnirostris Gould 1843, by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957:212) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.290. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould 
Collection. Possibly from the type series of Gerygone 
magnirostris Gould, 1843 (in which case would be from 
Van Diemen Gulf, collected in August 1840). Very poor 
specimen. 

PMNFI 41857 and 41858. M, F. Collected by David H. Parsons at 
Port Essington, 5 May and 19 June 1954. Parsons Collection 
(also see Frith and Calaby 1974: 160). 
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Green-backed Gerygone 

Also listed by Gilbert as "Psilopus (New species) ” 
Current name: Gerygone chloronota chloronota Gould, 
1843. 

This species was also described by Gould in 1842 (1843: 
133) from specimens collected by Gilbert at Port Essington. 
Gilbert made notes on this bird for Gould under Psilopus''! 
— (89) (CUL Gould Collection Box 5b); he mentioned 
“This is exclusively confined to the Mangroves and 
thickets ... the few specimens in tny collection, the 
only individuals of the species, seen by me, were all 
killed in these situations. ” 

He said it was a shy and retiring bird, very difficult to 
tell from the leaves of the mangroves through which it crept 
(although Richard Schodde points out that this bird is more 
of a monsoon thicket bird, not commonly an inhabitant of 
the mangroves). 

Two specimens now in ANSP are probably from 
Gould’s type series, as is a skin now in NML. Attached 
to the latter is Gilbert’s original collecting label, which 
gives his field species number (89) on the reverse. On 
comparison with Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 2: plate 102) the NML specimen is less 
brown, more olive green on the back and with the head 
greyish (not brown). However, the measurements match 
closely with those Gould took, as do those of the two 
ANSP specimens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Type 

Description 

LIVM 

ANSP 777 
(1056) 

ANSP 778 
(1057) 

Total length 

3'/2 

3Vis 

3Vs 

3Vl6 

Bill 

Vl6 

1/2 

1/2 

1/2 

Wing 

2'/s 

2Vl6 

2'/s 

2 

Tail 

lVs 

11/2 

Vs 

lVs 

Tarsus 

Vs 

3 A 

Va 

»/l6 


The CSIRO survey found this warbler common at Smith 

Point and East Station Point, although they did not survey 

its distribution in the mangroves. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 777 (Vcrreaux No. 1056). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Gerygone chloronotus Gould, 1843 by Stone in Slone and 
Mathews (1913:156) = lectotype. 

ANSP 778 (Vcrreaux No. 1057). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Probably from the type series of 
Gerygone chloronotus Gould, 1843. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.15. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington 
[1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 

L1VM D.5490s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 19 September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. Possibly from the type series of 
Gerygone chloronotus Gould, 1843. 

ANWC 3M; F, immature. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 
9-16 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 160-161). 

ANWC M. Collected at Point Priest, 9 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 160-161). 


White-throated Gerygone 

Listed by Gilbert as “ * Psilopus albogularis” 

Current name: Gerygone olivacea rogersi Mathews, 1911 
(Gerygone albogularis rogersi in Christidis and Boles, 
2008). 

Had Gilbert managed to obtain specimens of this bird, 
rather than just observe it, his employer would probably 
have named it as a new species - Gould was familiar with 
the nominate subspecies of the White-throated Gerygone, 
which he had earlier described as Psilopus olivaceus 
in the Synopsis of the birds of Australia (1837-1838). 
However, here Gilbert referred to the bird he had seen at 
Port Essington under another name of Gould’s, Psilopus 
albogularis, described and illustrated on the same plate 
as Psilopus olivaceus in the Synopsis and considered the 
senior name by Christidis and Boles (2008). 

The CSIRO survey collected just one specimen 
(Fig. 121). 

Specimen: 

ANWC 6365 (Fig. 121). F, adult non-breeding. Collected at Point 
Priest, 8 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 160). 

PASSERIFORMES: MELIPHAGIDAE 
Singing Honeyeater 

Current name: Lichenostomus virescens (Viei 1 lot, 
1817). 

Singing Honeyeaters have been recorded from eastern 
Arnhem Land and Melville Island but not, apparently, from 
anywhere on the Cobourg Penisula (Schodde and Mason 
1999:234; Singing Honeyeater not listed in Specht 1964 or 
Frith and Calaby 1974). Presumably the lack there of their 
favoured habitat, shrubbery, is a factor. 

White-gaped Honeyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as "Meliphaga (New species) ” 

Current name: Lichenostomus unicolor (Gould, 1843). 

John Gould’s account of Ptilotis unicolor in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 4: text to plate 46), published 
in 1843, was copied straight from John Gilbert’s notes 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 2c, under “ Meliphaga — (46) 
Naked gape”). Gilbert had seen little of the White-gaped 
Honeyeater near the Victoria Settlement, but found it much 
more abundant while making an excursion back inland 
towards the neck of the peninsula near Mountnorris Bay. 
He recorded that it was "an inhabitant of situations adjacent 
to swampy thickets ”. 

Knocker Bay, however, is just north-west of the site of 
the settlement of Victoria. This is where Gilbert collected 
a female White-gaped Honeyeater in February 1841; the 
specimen is now in NML and is probably of type status, 
as are the two specimens now in ANSP. There is also 
a Port Essington specimen now in RMNH which may 
have originally come from Gould - if so, it would also be 
potentially of type status. 


151 





C. Fisher and J. Calaby 



Fig. 121. The only specimen of the White-throated Gerygone known 
from the Cobourg Peninsula, collected at Point Priest by CSIRO staff 
in 1965 (ANWC 6365). ©Australian National Wildlife Collection. 
Canberra. 

The plumage of the NML specimen matches well with 
the original description (Gould 1843b: 136) and with 
Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia. Gould specified 
that he had measured the male, and that the female was 
smaller - which is suggested by the measurements of the 
NML bird and of the two ANSP specimens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

LIVM 

D.918s. 

F. 

ANSP 
18563 (VN 
944). M. 

ANSP 
18564 
(VN 
945). F. 

RMNH 

No number 

Total length 

7 

7 

7>/s 

6 s /s 

(mtd.) 

Bill 

1 

>3/16 

»/l« 

>Vl6 

>Vl6 

Wing 

3 3 A 

3 5/8 

3 7 /s 

3V< 

3 3 A 

Tail 

3'A 

3 V 

3 5 /l6 

3 

3'A 

Tarsus 

1 

l‘/s 

1 

3 A 

1 


The CSIRO survey recorded the White-gaped Honeyeater 

as common, particularly in monsoon forest, mangroves, and 

on the edges of paperbark swamps. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18563 (Verreaux No. 944). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated "Type” of Plilotis 
unicolor Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 
175) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18564 (Verreaux No. 945). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
scries of Ptilolis unicolor Gould, 1843. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.9. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington 
[1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 

L1VM D.918s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Knocker Bay on 
9 February 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould. Probably from the type series of Plilotis 
unicolor Gould, 1843. 

RMNH No specimen number, labelled "Old Collection”. Unsexed. 

Mount, removed from base. Port Essington. Unknown 
Collection. Possibly from the type series of Plilotis unicolor 
Gould, 1843. 

AM A.4696. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 
Note that Nos. A.4694, A.4695 and A.4697 were collected 
by Morton at Yam Creek, NT. 

AM A.4698. F. Collected by Alexander Morion at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

PMNH 39157. M, “TE”. Collected by David II. Parsons at Port 
Essington, 23 June 1954 (collection no. 326). Parsons 
Collection. 


PMNH 39158. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington, 24 June 1954 (collection no. 333). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Danger Point, 9 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 169). 

ANWC 4M; 2F, adults. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8 July 
- 17 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 169). 

ANWC M; 2F. Collected at Port Bremer, 17 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 169). 

ANWC 2M; F. Collected at Black Point. 22 and 25 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 169). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 8 and 14 July 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 169). 

Yellow Honeyeater 

Current name: Lichenostomusflavus (Gould, 1843). 

A pair of specimens of Yellow Honeyeaters 
Lichenostomus flavus (Gould, 1843) now in ANSP (ANSP 
18560/VN.939, male and ANSP 18561/VN.940, female)are 
both wrongly provenanced as being from Port Essington. 
The Yellow Honeyeater only occurs in Cape York Peninsula 
and adjacent regions of north-eastern Queensland. These 
ANSP specimens are actually from the Port Essington 
Expedition (First Leichhardt Expedition of 1844-1845), 
and were collected by John Gilbert at the Burdekin 
River, northern Queensland, in 1845 (not, as in Meyer de 
Schauensee 1957: 228 - who compounded a mistake in 
the Catalogue of the birds in the British Museum vol. ix: 
247 - “by R. Burdikin at Port Essington”!). Other Gilbert 
specimens from the Burdekin River, and from the River 
Lynd (a little further to the north), are in NML and the NI IM 
(Tring outstation), along with other interesting material 
from the Port Essington (Leichhardt) Expedition. 

This misunderstanding is probably behind Salomonsen’s 
remark (In Paynterand Mayr, see Peters 1931-1987 (1967), 
vol. 12:373) that “Field recordsfrom Northern Territory are 
probably due to misidentification ” - the mis-identification 
actually being of the locality, not of the bird. Unfortunately, 
this misunderstanding led Stone(1913: 175)and Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 228) to treat Gilbert's Burdekin River 
specimen ANSP 18561 as the holotype of Plilotis flava 
Gould, 1843, when the type must have been collected much 
earlier by the officers of H.M.S. Beagle , somewhere on 
the coast of Cape York Peninsula. This leaves us with the 
puzzle of where the real type of Plilotis flava was actually 
collected, and where it is now. 

Yellow-throated Miner 

Current name: ManorinaJlavigula flavigula (Gould, 1840). 

The type specimens of Myzantha lutea Gould 1840, a 
synonym of Manorina flavigula flavigula, were collected 
from the Derby area by Benjamin Bynoe of H.M.S. Beagle. 
Aclutch ofYcllow-throatcd Miner eggs from Port Essington 
in the Gould Collection now at the NHM (Tring outstation) 
may well have been taken by John Gilbert - presumably 
“those with an asterisk not obtained' may have applied only 
to skins, not eggs, or Gilbert may not have been sure which 
species of bird had laid the eggs when he wrote his list. 
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The CS1R0 survey did not find Yellow-throated Miners 
at Port Essington, but specimens were supposedly collected 
there by Alexander Morton (although one of these two 
specimens is unfortunately missing and the other is possibly 
from Yam Creek). The American-Australian expedition of 
1948 obtained individuals at Darwin and on the Amhem 
Peninsula. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1962.1.366.2 eggs (probably originally 1885.1.8.1091-1092, 

“Manorhina luted'). Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. 

AM A.4692. M. Skin. Collected by Alexander Morton [1878- 
1879J. Noted in 1999. but this specimen may be from Yam 
Creek, not Port Essington (Walter Boles pers. comm. 
2004). 

AM A.4693. M. Skin. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. 1879. Not located in 1994 or 1999 (Walter Boles 
pers. comm. 2004). 

Blue-faced Honeyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as " Entomyza [Tropidorhynchus 
deleted/ cyanotis ” 

Current name: Entomyzon cyanotis albipetmis (Gould, 
1841). 

Gould's original description of Entomyza albipetmis was 
given to the Zoological Society of London in December 
1840 (Gould 1841b: 169), when Gilbert had only been at 
Port Essington for a few months, so the description cannot 
have been based on any of his specimens. Similarly the 
Captain Chambers specimen now at the NHM (Tring 
outstation) must have arrived in England after Gould’s 
description was given. The types were probably collected 
at Port Essington on the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, which 
suggests that a rather badly made Verreaux specimen now 
in MNHN could be one of them, as could a specimen in 
NML (D.5292). The last could have been collected by 
Gilbert, who has added the scientific name to a label which 
also has ’’Port Essington” scrawled on it in Gould’s hand, 
but this does not, however, confirm that Gilbert collected 
the specimen. More probably, given Gilbert’s usual 
immaculate labelling, he just identified it for Gould whilst 
back in England between trips to Australia. This particular 
Blue-faced Honeyeater was received by Lord Derby 
from John Gould in November, 1841. The Port Essington 
specimen of this bird in the “Old Collection” at RMNH is 
also a possible type, but it is not labelled as being from the 
Gould Collection, and the tail is very short compared to the 
measurement given in the type description. 

Gould’s entry for Entomyza albipetmis in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848;, vol. 4: text to plate 69) is based on 
on a long extract from Gilbert’s manuscript notes about the 
habits of this bird at Port Essington. Gould did, however, 
make many corrections and amendments in his distinctive 
spidery writing to Gilbert’s original manuscript (CUL Gould 
box Box 2b). The NML specimen is a match for either of 
the birds (adult and immature) in Gould’s plate-apart from 
the colour around the eye, which will have faded - but its 


length is not nearly as great as the 12 inches given in the 
original description (Gould 1841b: 169). However, Gilbert’s 
own measurements in his Ornithological Notes (QML, page 
404) record the total length as 11 inches, so perhaps Gould’s 
values should not be taken too seriously. Both the specimens 
now in ANSP- one of which is designated as thelectotype 
— have total lengths even shorter than Gilbert’s value. Did 
Gould measure his type specimen inaccurately, or did he by 
mistake pick up a specimen of the eastern race Entomyzon 
cyanotis cyanotis when taking his measurements? He did 
wrongly refer to Entomyza albipetmis as being of “rather 
larger size” than E. cyanotis in the original description of the 
former (1841b: 169). It is also possible that the two Blue¬ 
faced Honeyeaters in the Gould Collection now in ANSP 
were the models for Gould’s plate for Entomyza albipetmis 
in The birds of Australia (which was not published until 1 
December 1844), rather than the type specimens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Type 

descript. 

ANSP 

18483 

ANSP 

18484 

l.IVM 

D.5292 

MHNH 

Verreaux 

1873 no. 
380 

RMNH 
Male, Old 
Coll’n 

Total length 

12 

IO'/2 

9V4 

11 Vs 

10Vs (270) 

10'/s 

Bill 

m 

13/g 

V /2 

lVs 

lVis (30) 

1V 4 

Wing 

6 

5 7 /s 

5'/2 

6 'k 

5V« (143) 

5'/2 

Tail 

4 3 b 

4 7 /l6 

4'/4 

4 -V 4 

4V»(116) 

3i% (99) 

Tarsus 

PA 

11/4 

1 1/4 

IV* 

IV* (34) 

1 1/4 


CSIRO found the Blue-faced Honeyeater common in 

woodland on the Cobourg Penisnula, as it is in subcoastal 

parts of the Northern Territory generally. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18483 (Verreaux No. 892). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Entomyza albipetmis Gould, 1841 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 177) = lectotypc, but may not have type 
status. 

ANSP 18484 (Verreaux No. 893). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Entomyza albipetmis Gould, 1841. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.40. Adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. Marked “n.sp.” in the NHM Register, but 
probably has no type significance. 

L1VM D.886s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
140). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 
2 ). 

UVM D.5292. Labelled, but possibly not collected, by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1838-1841], Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby, via John Gould, November 1841. Possibly 
from the type series of Entomyza albipetmis Gould, 1841. 

RMNH No specimen number. M, mount removed from stand. 

Collected at Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection, 
Possibly from the type series of Entomyza albipetmis 
Gould, 1841. 

MNHN Verreaux Collection 1873, no 380. M. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849]. Possibly from the type series of 
Entomyza albipetmis Gould, 1841. 
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RBINS 8220 (formerly AM A.4687) M. Collected by Alexander 
Morton at Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. 
Exchanged with Brussels Museum, 1881. 

AM A.4685. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. 21 February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4686. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4688. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4689. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 20 February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4690. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 

AM A.469I. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 

NMV Clutch of 2 eggs (Fig. 69). Collected at Port Essington on 
23 November, 1895. Received from Charles French Jnr. of 
Melbourne (information from Jackson 1907: 85). 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp, 15 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 170). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 9 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:170). 

ANWC F. immature. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 170). 

White-throated Honeyeater 
Listed by Gilbert as “Hciemcitops (New species) ” 
Current name: Melithreptus albogularis albogularis 
Gould, 1848. 

A description of this species was read by John Gould 
at a meeting of the Zoological Society of London in 1847, 
based on birds from “Northern and Eastern Australia”, but 
his account was not published until 29 March 1848 (Gould 
1848a: 220). However, the part of Gould’s The birds of 
Australia which contains a description of Melithreptus 
albogularis was published on 1 March of that year, and 
therefore this latter account takes precedence as the type 
description. 

Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 
4: plate 74) shows three birds; two are in full adult plumage. 
The middle bird is an immature, with a brown-and-black 
spotted head. However, a scrutiny of the text of The birds 
of Australia reveals that Gould did not actually mention the 
immature bird at all, even as a caption to the plate. Even 
so, the presence of a drawing of an immature in the plate 
would appear to justify Meyer de Schauensee’s selection 
of an immature bird now in the collections at the ANSP as 
a “Cotype”. 

The immature bird in Gould’s plate also suggests type 
status for immature White-throated Honeyeaters specimens 
now in NML and RMNH. The surviving Port Essington 
specimen in NML is a young male collected by John Gilbert 
at Victoria, Port Essington in December 1840. However, 
the brown markings on its head are much more extensive 
than those shown on the immature bird in the The birds 
of Australia plate, so it was probably not the model for 
this picture. Moreover, although its measurements are a 
fairly good match for those given in the Proceedings of 
the Zoological Society of London, Gould only included 
accounts of male and female adults in this latter publication. 


The immature White-throated Honeyeater from Port 
Essington now amongst the old collections at RMNH also 
has a predominantly brown head, unlike the immature bird 
in Gould’s The birds of Australia plate; again, we consider 
this specimen unlikely to have been used as a model by 
Gould for the immature in his picture. The RMNH specimen 
was, moreover, originally labelled Melithreptus chloropsis 
(= Melithreptus lunatus chloropsis, the closely related 
White-naped Honeyeater, which inhabits more southern 
regions). It is also not recorded as being from the Gould 
Collection, and this species was not included on Gould’s 
list of specimens sent to RMNH in 1850. This specimen is 
therefore considered very unlikely to have type status. 

Moreton Bay (Queensland) specimens in NML 
(D.1679d) and ANSP (ANSP 18314) are also of possible 
type status. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

P.Z.S.L. 

descript. 

LIVM 

D.1679I) 

ANSP 

18313 

ANSP 

18315 

RMNH 

Total length 

4Vs 

4 5 /s 

4 9 /l6 

4 7 /s 

(mtd.) 

Bill 

Vs 

Vis 

Vl6 

5/8 

5/g 

Wing 

2V» 

2Vs 

2 7 /g 

2Vs 

2 3 A 

Tail 

2'U 

2'U 

2Vi6 

2'U 

2'k 

Tarsus 

"/l6 

5 /s 

Vs 

"N 

Vs 


According to Gould, Gilbert found the bird common 
around the settlement at Port Essington, and to be of a very 
pugnacious disposition. Strangely, this bird does not seem to 
be included in Gilbert’s notes in either CUL nor QML. There 
is a slip of paper from Gould concerning “ Melithreptes 
New species. White throat. Port Essington” in CUL, and 
an entry in the index of Gilbert’s Ornithological Notes 
(QML, number 408 in the index) lot “Melithreptes ... Port 
Essington”, but there are no additional notes by Gilbert. 

CS1RO also found the White-throated Honeyeater 
very common during their visits on the 1960s, and they 
considered it a candidate for being the most abundant 
passerine on the peninsula. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18315 (Verreaux No. 907). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Melithreptus albogularis Gould, 1848. 

ANSP 18313 (Verreaux No. 908). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Melithreptus albogularis Gould. 1848 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews(19l3: 172) = lectotype. Designated“Cotype” 
of Melithreptus albogularis Gould, 1848 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957:224) = lectotype. 

ANSP Missing; never registered (Verreaux No. 910). F. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Note 
on the catalogue by the Verreaux Brothers: “Could not be 
mounted, in too bad a state". Probably from the type series 
of Melithreptus albogularis Gould, 1848. 

ANSP 18312 (Verreaux No. 911). Immature F. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated 
“Cotype" of Melithreptus albogularis Gould, 1848 by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957:224) = paraleclolype. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.20. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1843- 
1845], Collection of J.B. Jukes. No original label. 
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LIVM D.I679. F. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Victoria, Port 
Essington [1840-1841], Collection ofthe 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould. Missing from the collection, but the Stock 
Book records this specimen and the phrase “h ides obscure 
red”, which strongly hints that it was a Gilbert specimen, 
as is D. 1679b below. Possibly from the type series of 
Melitlireptus albogularis Gould, 1848. 

LIVM D.1679a. F. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould. Missing from the collection, but the Stock Book 
records this specimen and the phrase “Iridcs obscure red”, 
which strongly hints that it was a Gilbert specimen, as is 
D. 1679b below. Possibly from the type series of Melitlireptus 
albogularis Gould, 1848. 

LIVM D.1679b. M, immature in change. Collected by John Gilbert 
at Victoria, Port Essington, 23 December 1840. "Irides 
obscure red". Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
John Gould. Possibly from the type series of Melithreptus 
albogularis Gould, 1848. 

LIVM D.1679c.M, immature inchange. Collected [by John Gilbert] 

at Port Essington [1840-1841]. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould, November 1845. Missing from the 
collection, but recorded in the Stock Book. Possibly from 
the type series of Melithreptus albogularis Gould, 1848. 
RMNH No specimen number. M, immature. Mount, removed 
from base. Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. 
Almost certainly not from the type series of Melithreptus 
albogularis Gould. 1848. 

AM A.471I. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morion Collection. Exchanged with Count 
Bruniski. 

AM A.4712. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morion Collection. Exchanged with Count Bruniski. 
AM A.4767. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

PMNH 41848. M. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port Essington 
on 1 July 1954, Parsons Collection. 

PMNH 41849. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington 
on 19 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC Unsexed. Collected at Danner Point, 7 August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC 8M; F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8 July to 17 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC F. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 11 June 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC 2M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July to 7 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC M. Collected at the head of Caiman Creek, 9 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC 2M; 3F. Collected at Black Point, 22 to 25 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

Little Friarbird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Tropidorhynchus (without knob) ” 
Current name: Philemon citreogularis sordidus (Gould, 
1848). 

Tropidorhynchus sordidus was first named formally in 
two lines in John Gould’s The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 1 (Introduction): 58) as a bird which “ inhabits the 
Cobourg Peninsula, is same but smaller than citreogularis 
and has a more robust bi/r. 

Previously, however, in The birds of Australia entry 
for Tropidorhynchus citreogularis (vol. 4: text to plate 60, 
published with part 29 in December, 1847), Gould had 
remarked that the Port Essington form appeared to be the 
same as the birds he had seen in the south-east, except 


that it was about one-fifth smaller and with a larger bill; 
he thought it might turn out to be a new form. Some notes 
from John Gilbert follow in Gould’s account, and then a 
comment that “The young ofthe Port Essington bird has the 
yellow colouring of the throat still more extensive than in 
the bird from New South Wales". However, Gould specified 
that the plate for Tropidorhynchus citreogularis represented 
an adult and a young bird drawn from specimens killed on 
the Narnoi River in New South Wales, and thus the plate 
must depict birds of the nominate subspecies of the Little 
Friarbird. 

Gilbert’s long notes on this species were combined 
with his remarks on the Silver-crowned Friarbird, and are 
included in the proceeding account. 

NML holds two John Gilbert specimens, which he 
had collected at Victoria, Port Essington. Due to the 
unenlightening content of Gould’s original description, it 
is difficult to know whether this was based on specimens 
collected by Gilbert, and therefore whether these Liverpool 
birds have type significance for the name Tropidorhynchus 
sordidus. 

Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 230-231) claimed that 
the three Gould Collection specimens in ANSP (male, 
female and immature male) were the type series, but 
specimens in other museums may have type validity too. 
These include a Little Friarbird in the TM1, donated by 
Gould in 1842, which was collected at Port Essington 
(almost certainly by Gilbert). The three Verreaux 
specimens in MNHN from Port Essington do not look 
like Gilbert specimens, but must also be considered as 
types; Verreaux has written out Gould’s type reference on 
the back of the labels on all three birds. In essence, any 
Little Friarbird from the Cobourg Peninsula that could 
have been available to Gould before 1848 must be treated 
as having possible type status. 

The CSIRO survey - which considered the Port 
Essington form of the Little Friarbird as belonging to the 
nominate subspecies - only collected one specimen, in 
bloodwood forest. The survey members did not see any 
others. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18489 (Verreaux No. 1002). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913:177) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” 
of Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957:230) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18490 (Verreaux No. 1003). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated 
“Cotype" of Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould. 1848 by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 230) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 18491 (Verreaux No. 1004). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of 
Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 230) = paralectotype. 

LIVM D.891s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 12 December 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby. Probably from the type series of Tropidorhynchus 
sordidus Gould, 1848. 
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LIVM D.952s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 1 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. Probably from the type series of Tropidorhynchus 
sordidus Gould, 1848. 

MNHN Verreaux Collection 1873 no 369. M. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Possibly from the type series of 
Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848. 

MNHN Verreaux Collection 1873 no 370. Immature. M. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Possibly from the type 
series of Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848. 

MNHN Verreaux Collection 1873 no 371. Immature. F. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Possibly from the type 
series of Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848. 

TMI No. 5169 / 3551. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington, 19 September 1840. Gould Collection. Probably 
from the type series of Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 
1848. 

AM A.4521. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Located in 1998 (Walter Boles 
pers. comm.). N.B. Morton specimens A.4522,4523,4524, 
4526 and 4529 were collected at Yam Creek, N.T. 

AM A.4525. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994 
(CTF) or 1998 (Walter Boles pers. comm.). 

ANWC M, immature. Collected on 9 August 1961 (J.H.C. 

commented that, from this date, the location must have 
been Danger Point) (Frith and Calaby 1974: 170). 

Silver-crowned Friarbird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Tropidorhynchus (knobbed)” 
Current name: Philemon argenticeps argenticeps (Gould. 
1840). 

The only other possible species that could fit the 
phrase “ Tropidorhynchus (knobbed)” would be Philemon 
buceroides gordoni Mathews, 1912, the race of the 
Helmeted Friarbird which occurs on Melville Island and 
parts of the north coast of the Northern Territory, but not, 
apparently, on the Cobourg Peninsula. No sightings of the 
Helmeted Friarbird have been made there, and no specimens 
with that locality have been found. We assume that here 
Gilbert was referring to the Silver-crowned Friarbird. 

John Gould’s type (or types) of Tropidorhynchus 
argenticeps were collected by Benjamin Bynoe on the 
north-west coast of Australia (not at Port Essington, as 
in Mathews 1930: 804; see Mees 1961: 112), and must 
have been made available to Gould when he met Bynoe 
whilst H.M.S. Beagle was visiting Sydney in the spring 
of 1839. Gould gave the description of T. aigenticeps to 
the Zoological Society of London in October 1839; it was 
published in their Proceedings in 1840. He later obtained 
specimens from George Grey’s excursion into the interior 
of the Kimberley area ( The birds of Australia 1840-1848, 
vol. 4: text to plate 59). 

ANSP 18472 is the only one of the three specimens 
in the Gould Collection at ANSP that fits the plumage 
details ofGould’s original description (which, in particular, 
stipulated that the bird had a silver crown). The pair of “Old 
Collection” Silver-crowned Friarbirds in RMNFI probably 
have no type status as they are labelled “Port Essington”; 
they may not even be Gould specimens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Type 

dcscript. 

ANSP 

18472 

(VN 

995) 

ANSP 

18470 

(VN 

996) 

ANSP 

18471 

(VN 

997) 

RMNH RMNH 

M Immature 
(with F (with 
silver silver 

crown) brownish 
crown) 

Total 

10'/2 

107s 

1072 

9 3 A 

(mtd.) 

(mtd.) 

length 

Bill 

PA 

172 

PA 

PA 

P/s (35.2) PA (31.5) 

Wing 

572 

57s 

57s 

5Vi6 

5Vt6 (141) 57i6 (128) 

Tail 

472 

478 

4Vs 

472 

4Vl6 

37s (98) 

Tarsus 

17s 

PA 

PA 

P/s 

(106) 

PA (31.6) P/s (28.9) 


The bird which Gilbert called “ Tropidorhynchus -(41) 
... Ar=dulk” in his notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 2b) 
seems to be a conglomerate of the two Friarbirds found at 
Port Essington, the Silver-crowned and the Little Friarbird 
Philemon citreogularis. As Gilbert said: 

“So nearly do the two species inhabiting the Cobouig 
Peninsula approximate, that a description of the one, 
may be considered as referring to the other. ” 

Gilbert’s manuscript account of these birds actually goes 
on for three and a half sides of paper, and has much detail 
on the “ great ... variety of sounds" uttered by the birds: 
"... but its most ludicrous and amusing attempt, 
is when it try’s [sic] to imitate the regular song of 
any other bird: while it attempts only single notes 
or cries, it succeeds so well, that the nicest ear is 
liable to be deceived: but the moment it attempts any 
regular succession of notes, its failure is complete, 
for instead of producing any thing like harmony 
it falls into a most discordant, and disagreable, 
unconnected succession of unmeaning noises; and 
as if aware of this, it does not often try it again more 
than twice or thrice, when it suddenly changes it to 
a loud shrill scream or croak ... ” 

Gilbert went on to admire the tenacity of life these 
birds exhibited when shot, and how pugnacious they were. 
They were by far the most abundant of all the birds on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, and the surrounding islands. 

"... at times when they congregate in a quiet 
secluded spot of the forest, the noise occasioned, by 
such an amazing variety of cries each bird as it were, 
endeavouring to outdo the other is so great, that a 
stranger almost imagines all the birds in the universe 
had collected for an especial purpose. The noise at 
this time in fact is almost deafening, and the woods 
(especially if between two hills) fairly re-echoing 
the discordant jargon, the single report however of 
a gun effectually silences them on the instant, and 
will frequently have the effect of dispersing them 
altogether from the spot, when the scene becomes 
as quiet as before it was noisy ...” 
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Gilbert paraphrased these comments for the entries 
for both “Tropidorhynchus argenticeps, Ar=duik” and 
“Tropidorhynchus citreogularis , Wul=loo=rat?” in his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, pages 396-400). Under 
argenticeps he commented on the birds’ commonness, and 
on their pugnacious natures. The entry for citreogularis is 
much longer, and here Gilbert expanded on his original 
manuscript remarks (CUL): 

“ The Leather necks may he considered as complete 
mocking Birds, and give utterance to so great a 
variety of sounds, that it is difficult to say which is 
its most usual or common note, which its own, or 
which, are imitations of other birds. At one time it 
may be distinctly heard dying tike the mewing of a 
cat, at another time uttering a harsh, monotonous, 
and disagreable croak, while at another time its 
loud and piercing scream very much resembles 
that of the white Cockatoo, and very often it may 
be heard cawing like a crow; but its most amusing 
and ludicrous attempt is, when it ttys to imitate the 
song of a bird ..." 

"... when shot is most tenacious of life, often clinging 
to the branch it is shot on till it breathes its last; 
if wounded slightly, and thus falls to the ground, 
it makes a strong effort to reach the nearest tree, 
up which when it succeeds it runs with the utmost 
rapidity, when caught in a wounded state, it strikes 
the hand with great force and courage, and will 
often inflict deep wounds with its sharp and pointed 
bill, and scratches most severely with its strongly 
curved claws, the whole time uttering very loudly 
and rapidly a cry very much resembling the words 
“caw=caw=ke” ... The leather neck is at all times 
a most active bird, constantly flitting about and most 
diligently searching every branch and blossom for 
insects and honey, but it is seen moving from one 
to the other and from tree to tree with such extreme 
rapidity, that the observer of their actions wonders 
how the bird finds a sufficient time to collect its 
necessary food. " 

“Both species of Leather necks congregate together 
in great numbers, and yet there is scarcely a more 
pugnacious bird, for as much of its time appears 
devoted in fighting with and chasing each other as 
in the collecting of its food...” 

The CSIRO survey found the Silver-crowned Friarbird 
very common in all habitats. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18472 (Verreaux No. 995). M. “Port Essington” [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Tropidorhynchus argenticeps Gould, 1840 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 177) = Icctotype (but if this 
specimen is indeed the type, then it was collected by 
Benjamin Bynoe on the “North-west coast of Australia”, 
probably at King Sound). 


ANSP 18470 (Verreaux No. 996). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 18471 (Verreaux No. 997). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.8. (Male in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
BMNII 1846.4.8.27 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 91a). 

Rough-fleshed skeleton. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington, 2 January 1841. Purchased from the natural 
history dealer I.E. Warwick, presumably sold to Warwick 
by Gould. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.4152. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1840], 
Presented to John Gould by Captain Owen Stanley, 16 
October 1840. Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.875s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 15 September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.I047s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, 
Port Essington, 13th November 1840. Collection of the 
13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. Wrongly labelled 
Tropidorhynchus citreogularis. 

RMNII No specimen number, labelled “Old Collection”. M. Mount. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. 
Probably not front the type series of Tropidorhynchus 
argenticeps Gould, 1840. 

RMNH No specimen number, labelled “Old Collection”. F. Mount. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. 
Probably not from the type series of Tropidorhynchus 
argenticeps Gould, 1840. 

AM A.4527. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 
PMNII 39165. M, “TNE”, Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 2 July 1954 (collection no. 379). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNII 39165. M, “TE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 18 June 1954 (collection no. 286). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC 2M; F. Collected at Danger Point, 8 and 9 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 170). 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp, 15 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:170). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 170). 

Brown Honeyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as “Glyciphila ocularis ” 

Current name: Lichmera indistincta indistincta (Vigors 
and Florsfield, 1827). 

The name Glyciphila ocularis Gould, 1838 was applied 
by Gould to the eastern form of the Brown Honeyeater, so 
this name would therefore have been the one familiar to 
Gilbert. This is now regarded as belonging to a subspecies, 
Lichmera indistincta ocularis , and the form of the Brown 
Honeyeater throughout northern and western Australia 
is considered to be of the nominate subspecies Lichmera 
indistincta indistincta. 

Despite the fact that Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 111) could not find any reference by 
Gould in any of his published accounts that Lichmera 
indistincta inhabited Port Essington, Gilbert did in fact 
make notes on Brown Honeyeaters there (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 2a) and he probably collected the single 
specimen (a very nicely prepared bird) from that locality 
which is now in the ANSP. Gilbert also obtained at least 
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one Brown Honeyeater (ANSP 18340 / VN.491) when he 
visited Timor in October 1840 as one of a party fetching 
supplies for the Port Essington colony. According to Peters 
(1931-1987 (1967), vol. 12: 346), Brown Honeyeaters in 
Timor are of the subspecies Lichmera indistincta limbata 
(Muller 1843). 

Gilbert, and the members of the CS1RO survey, found 
the Brown Honeyeater widespread and very common. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18341 (Verreaux No. 481). M. [Probably collected by] John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. 
BMNH 1842.1.13.38. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.39. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1845.5.21.11. F. adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.12. (Male in register), immature. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1881.5.1.4237. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849]. Gould Collection. Very poor specimen. 

AM A.4700. M, subadult. Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original 
label. 

AM A.4701. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. February 1879. Morton Collection 
AM A.4702. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. 1879. Morion Collection. No original label. 
USNM Unsexed. Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, 19 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 419). 

PMNH 41830. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 

1 July 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 3M. Collected at Danger Point, 14-16 August 1961 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 168-169). 

ANWC 2M;2F. Collected at Port Bremer, 17 and 18 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 168-169). 

ANWC 2M; F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8-22 July 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 168-169). 

ANWC F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 4 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 168-169). 

ANWC M. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 168-169). 

Bar-breasted Honeyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as “Meliphaga (New species) ” 

Current name: Ramsayornis fafciatus (Gould, 1843). 

This honeyeater was described by John Gould in his 
original description (Gould 1843b: 137), and in The birds of 
Australia (1840-1848, vol. 4: text to plate 30), as Glyciphila 
fasciata. Gould stated in the text accompanying his The 
birds of Australia plate that all the specimens he had seen 
so far had been collected from Port Essington, and then 
included a passage taken from Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 2a, under “ Meliphaga — (21), Chalcites 
like”). Gilbert wrote that: 

"... 1 believe this species is not at all abundant in any 
part of the Peninsular [sic], I first saw it, near the 
Main Land, on the neck, and only once saw a small 
family, near the Settlement ...In both instances that 
I saw it were in families of about twelve. ” 


Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia depicts a male 
and female of natural size, and he based his type description 
on at least one adult bird of unspecified sex. 

There are three specimens collected by John Gilbert 
from Port Essington in NML. As regards their use as 
models for Gould’s plate 30 in The birds of Australia, 
the female (D.5492s) - from the “Interior", collected in 
August, 1840 - appears to be far too streaked (as opposed 
to barred) on the front and has no clear patch of white 
behind the eye, as have the two in the plate. The other 
two NML specimens fit either of the birds in the plate, but 
both specimens are males. Interestingly, one of these males 
(T. 13274, collected on 17 August 1840 from “Mortunna, 
Port Essington”; see Tristram 1889: 207) is one of the 
few NML Gilbert specimens that are in the Canon H.B. 
Tristram Collection, rather than the 13th Earl of Derby’s 
Collection. “Mortunna” is probably the same as Ludwig 
Leichhardt’s “the Matunna” (1847: 535): “a dry creek, at 
which the foot-path from Pitchenclumbo (Van Diemen's 
Gulf) touched the harbour [of Port Essington]”. 

Of the three NML specimens, T. 13274 is the best 
match with the measurements of the original description, 
so there was some justification in Canon Tristram’s 
addition of the phrase “Co-type” to the label, especially 
as Gilbert’s original label has “new genus” written on the 
back. Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 225) claimed ANSP 
18360 as a “co-type”, also listed Canon Tristram’s NML 
specimen (citing Tristram’s printed catalogue as “Durham 
1889”), and added that ANSP 18359 is the female shown 
in the The birds of Australia plate - although in fact this 
specimen has much browner cheeks than the upper bird 
in Gould’s plate, which is presumably supposed to be the 
female as it has a slightly less distinct facial line. There is 
an adult bird from Port Essington in the Gould Collection 
at the NHM (Tring outstation), but this is not listed as a 
type. However, its plumage compares well with that of the 
type description (although the reported strip of brownish 
black down the centre of the flank feathers is difficult to 
see) and the measurements are close. This bird, the pair 
in RMNH, and those in the Gould Collection in NMV 
are all possibly from the type series (although the latter 
pair are not good skins and are therefore probably not 
Gilbert specimens). 

It is also worth noting that Gilbert’s measurements in his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, page 358) are different from 
Gould’s as given in his original description, although Gilbert 
copied the plumage details exactly. Gilbert may have taken 
the measurements from a different specimen from the one 
Gould used in his original descrition in the Procedings of 
the Zoological Society of London, or perhaps G i 1 bert made 
an etTor in transcription - the only specimen at all close to 
Gilbert’s value of total length is D.5477s, but even that bird 
is half an inch shorter. 
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Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Total 

length 

Bill 

Wing 

Tail 

Tarsus 

Original descript. 

4 3 A 

Vs 

2Vs 

2Vs 

Vs 

Gilbert’s QML 
notes 

5Vs 

”/l6 

27s 

2'/s 

"/is 

ANSP 18359 

4"/l6 

9 /l6 

2 3 A 

2 

"As 

ANSP 18360 

4V4 

Vs 

3 

2'/i« 

"As 

BMNH 

1850.11.21.2 

4 3 A 

Vs 

3 

2>/s 

"As 

LIVM T. 13274 

4 3 A 

Vs 

2V» 

2 

V4 

LIVM D.5477S 

5'/s 

Vs 

2V« 

2 

11/ 

7 16 

LIVM D.5492s 

4>/2 

Vl6 

2Vs 

Vis 

"As 

RMNH (male) 

(mtd) 

V* 

2'Vl6 

2‘/s 

V4 

RMNH (female) 

(mtd) 

»/l6 

2V4 

2‘/l6 

"As 

NMV B.1212 

4 3 A 

Vs 

2V4 

2 

"As 

NMV B.1213 

4 3 A 

Vs 

2Vs 

2 

Vs 


The CSIRO survey did not record this bird during any 

of their three visits to Port Essington; there appear to have 

been no Bar-breasted Honeyeaters collected there in the 

twentieth century. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18361 (Verrcaux No. 474). F, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Immature 
plumage, so probably not from the type series of Glyciphila 
fascialci Gould, 1843. 

ANSP 18360 (Verreaux No. 475). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 173) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” of 
Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957:225) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18359 (Verreaux No. 476). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Has brown, not white, cheeks and 
throat and is probably not from the type series of Glyciphila 
fasciata Gould, 1843. 

BMNH 1842 [not 1832, as on label],1.13.41. Immature. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], 
Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1850.11.21.2. Unscxed, probably M. Port Essington [1838- 
1849], Charles Jamrach (dealer), per Gould Collection. 
Possibly from the type series of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 
1843. Poor specimen. 

BMNH 1962.1.259. 2 eggs (probably originally 1885.1.8.985- 
986, u Melithreptus albigularis ”). Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], “Wilson Collection”, actually John 
Gould Collection. Originally identified as Melithreptus 
albogularis, re-identified by Shane Parker. 

LIVM D.5477s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 27 January 1841. Collection of the 13lh Earl of 
Derby, via Gould Gould. Probably from the type series of 
Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843. 

LIVM D.5492s. F. Collected by John Gilbert in the Interior of Port 
Essington, 10 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. Plumage does not match that of 
the original decription, so it is probably not from the type 
series of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843. 

LIVM T.I3274. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Mortunna, 17 
August 1840. Collection of Canon II.B. Tristram, via John 
Gould and then Thomas Campbell Eyton. Designated “Co 
Type” of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843 by Tristram 
(1889: 207); also inferred to be a “Cotype" of this name by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 225) = paralectotype. 


LIVM D.lOOSs. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
7162). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
this is possibly specimen No. 29, “Meliphaga penicillata"). 
RMNH No specimen number. M. Mounted specimen, removed 
from stand. Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. 
Possibly from the type series of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 
1843. 

RMNH No specimen number. F. Mounted specimen, removed from 
stand. Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. Possibly 
from the type series of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843. 
MCZ Lafresnayc no. 5668. Label in scrapbook for “ Glyciphila 
fasciata Gould. Ad[ult]”. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843 but specimen missing 
(not seen in 1999, and not on the MCZ database) 

NMV B1212. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of 
Glyciphila fasciata Gould, 1843. Not a good skin. 

NMV B1213. F.adull. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould 
Collection. Possibly from the type series of Glyciphila 
fasciata Gould, 1843. Not a good skin. 

AM A.4705. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4731. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

Rufous-banded Honeyeater 
Listed by Gilbert as “Meliphaga (New species) ” 
Current name: Conopophila albogularis albogularis 
(Gould, 1843). 

This bird was originally described as Entomophila? 
albogularis by John Gould (1843b: 137) from specimens 
(male and female) front Port Essington. He did not include 
any details of the egg in this account. A specimen in NML 
(Fig. 122) matches well with the plumage details and 
measurements of the male bird given in Gould's original 
description, and also fits exactly for size, colour and 
plumage details with the depiction of the male at top of 
Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 



Fig. 122. This male Rufous-banded I loneyeater, from the collections 
of what is now NML (LIVM D.5457s), is probably from the type 
series of Entomophila? albogularis Gould. 1843. It matches well 
with the plumage details and measurements of the male bird as given 
in Gould's original description, as well as with the appearance of the 
male in the plate in Gould’s The birds of Australia (see Fig. 123). It 
was collected by John Gilbert on Mayday Island (in Van Diemen Gulf) 
in August 1840. A scrutiny of Gilbert’s notes reveals that Mayday 
Island was the first location where he had come across this new 
species, although he later obtained more Rufous-banded Honeyeaters 
at Smith Point. 1 National Museums Liverpool. 
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Fig. 123. John Gould’s plate of “Entomophita albogularis" for The birds of Australia, which shows the female Rufous-banded Honeyeater 
almost totally engulfed in her nest. John Gilbert recorded details of three nests he had found which belonged to this species. He described the 
“small pensile nest" as being "suspended from the extremity of a weak projecting branch in such a manner that it hangs over and at about 
two feet from the water". The nests were made of the paper-like bark of Melaleuca, matted with vegetable fibres. Gould alluded to having 
an actual nest in hand when he was composing the plate for The birds of Australia , but none from this species have been found amongst 
the small group of nests from the Gould Collection at the NHM (Tring outstation). Photographed from the copy at Knowsley Hall: Licence 
granted courtesy of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008. 
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Fig. 124. In his manuscript notes for Gould, John Gilbert went 
into great detail about the nesting habits of the Rufous-banded 
Honeyeater at Port Essington. Although no nest has been found, 
the NHM (Tring outstation) does hold this Gould Collection egg 
of the Rufous-banded Honeyeater from Port Essington, dated “5th 
Dec” (BMNH 1962.1.280) - if this was collected by Gilbert (as is 
likely), from his known chronology the dale would be 1840, and the 
locality Smith Point - indeed, Gilbert’s manuscript notes do record 
that he collected Rufous-banded Honeyeater material at this location. 
© Natural History Museum, London. 


4: plate 51) (Fig. 123). It was collected by John Gilbert on 
Mayday (now Morse) Island, Van Diemen Gulf, in August 
1840, which tallies with Gilbert’s manuscript notes: 

“This species 1 first saw on Mayday Island, in Van 
Diemens Gulf, where it appeared tolerably abundant, 
but I afterwards observed it in equal numbers, at a 
large inland mangrove swamp near Port [Point] 
Smith. ” (CUL Gould Collection Box 2b, under 
“Meliphaga - (72), Me=lud=be=re”). 

A specimen (1858.12.2.18) now in the NHM (Tring 
outstation) may also have type status for Entomophila? 
albogularis, but the chest colour is a rich reddish 
brown rather than the “reddish buff’ of Gould’s type 
description. 

Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia shows the female 
bird almost totally engulfed in her nest, which is described 
as being depicted “of natural size” - suggesting that one 
may have been in Gould’s hands. In fact Gilbert’s original 
notes bear this out; here he recorded he had found three 
nests. Gould has added a scribbled note to Gilbert’s text: 
"This nest should be figured and c. with the mangrove leaf 


Gilbert’s notes on nest, eggs and breeding behaviour 
were duplicated at length by Gould in The birds of Australia. 
There are many instances where Gilbert mentions collecting 
and shipping nests for his employer. Some of Gilbert’s 
specimens of eggs are extant at the NHM (Tring outstation) 
- an egg now in the collections there (Fig. 124) bears the 
date “5th Dec”, which does match with Gilbert’s dates at 
Smith Point (27 November to about 7 December 1840) - but 
until very recently none of the nests there had been matched 
with any recorded in Gilbert’s notes. However, a nest of 
the Striated field wren Calamanthus fuliginosus collected 
by Gilbert in Hobart, Tasmania, in 1838 was unearthed by 
NHM curator Douglas Russell in 2006 and it is to be hoped 
more will have survived. They will certainly be searched 
for in the near future. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

description 

ANSP 

18369 

ANSP 

18591 

L1VM 

D.5457S 

BMNH 

1858.12.2.18 

Total length 

4'/2 

4'/2 


4-Vs 

4'/2 (est; head 
bent) 

Bill 

Vs 

s /s 

Vs 

'/2 

Vs 

Wing 

2Vs 

2 >'/ l 6 

2'/ 4 

2Vl6 

9/16 

Tail 

2 

2 

missing 

l'Vl6 

Vh 

Tarsus 

Vr 

Vs 

3 / 4 

3/4 

3/4 


Meyer de Schauensee(1957:226) listed both the ANSP 
specimens from Van Diemen Gulf as “co-types”. The 
measurements he gave for the male were very sparse and the 
female, he considered, was too badly damaged to measure. 
These two birds were re-measured in 1993. As the NML 
male (D.5457s) has measurements as close to the original 
description as those taken for the ANSP male, it too should 
be treated as part of the type series. 

The CSIRO survey found the Rufous-banded Honeyeater 
common and widely distributed, mostly on the edges of 
monsoon forest and in dense shrubbery. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 18369 (Verreaux No. 398). M. [Collected by John 
Gilbert at] Van Diemen Gulf, Cobourg Peninsula [late 
August 1840]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Entomophila albogularis Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 173) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” 
of Entomophila albogularis Gould, 1843 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 226) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18591 (Verreaux No. 397). F. Mount removed from stand, 
still with glass eyes. [Collected by John Gilbert at] Van 
Diemen Gulf, Cobourg Peninsula [late August 1840], 
Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of Entomophila 
albogularis Gould, 1843 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
226) = paralectotype. Rescued from display by Meyer de 
Schauensee. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.13. (Female in Register), adult. Collected by Dr 
Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 
BMNH 1858.12.2.18. Adult? Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of 
Entomophila albogularis Gould, 1843. Poor specimen 
unlikely to have been collected by Gilbert. 

BMNH 1962.1.280 (Fig. 124). I egg. Collected [by John Gilbert] 
at [Smith Point], Port Essington “5th Dec” [ 1840], “Wilson 
Collection” (= John Gould Collection). 

LI VM D.5457s (Fig. 122). M. Collected by John Gilbert on Mayday 
Island [now Morse Island], Van Diemen Gulf, Cobourg 
Peninsula, 28 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. Probably from the type series of 
Entomophila albogularis Gould, 1843. 

NMV B.I220. A male Entomophila albogularis was included in 
a list of specimens sent by John Gould to Melbourne in 
1859, but this specimen was destroyed by Alan McEvey in 
November, 1955. It was probably from the type series of 
Entomophila albogularis Gould, 1843. 

PMNI1 41798. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington 

on 27 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

PMNH 41799. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington 
on 27 June 1954. Parsons Collection 
PMNH 41800. F. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington 
on I July 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Danger Point, 16 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 169). 
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ANWC 6M; 2F, both immature. Collected at Base Camp and 
environs, 3-17 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 169). 

Rufous-throated Honeyeater 

Current name: Conopophila nifogularis (Gould, 1843). 

This honeyeater was originally described by John Gould 
as Entomophila? nifogularis ; he gave the type locality as 
the “North coast of Australia” (Gould 1843b: 137: note 
that both Mathews (1930: 756) and Peters (1931-1987 
(1967): 435) have this page numbered incorrectly as “ 13”). 
The American-Austraiian expedition collected this bird at 
Darwin and Oenpelli (Deignan, in Specht 1964: 417) and 
it probably occurs on the Cobourg Peninsula. The Rufous- 
throated Honeyeater does not, however, seem to have been 
collected at Port Essington by anyone. Richard Schodde 
(pers. comm. 2001) points out that the Rufous-throated 
Honeyeater is a more inland species than the Rufous- 
banded Honeyeater Conopophila albogularis albogularis 
(see above), which is much more likely to be present in 
monsoon scrubs. The Rufous-throated Honeyeater is scarce 
in Kakadu National Park further south, only visiting the 
region at the end of the dry season when conditions are too 
parched further inland. 

Banded Honeyeater 

Current name: Cissomela pectoral is (Gould, 1841). 

This species was described as Myzomela pectoralis 
by John Gould (1841b: 170) from birds from the “North¬ 
west coast”, probably from specimens obtained by the 
crew of H.M.S. Beagle. A skin in the Verreaux Collection 
in the MNHN is labelled Port Essington, but has no other 
details. The main CSIRO survey did not obtain the bird at 
Port Essington, but one had previously been acquired in 
woodland by Dominic Serventy; he saw others at the same 
spot. There appear to be no other records. 

Specimens: 

MNHN Verreaux 1873, no. 424. “Juv”. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Verreaux Collection. 

ANWC M, immature. Collected by Dominic L. Serventy at Danger 
Point, 10 August 1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 168). 

Red-headed Honeyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as “Myzomela carduelis (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 1840. 

Gilbert probably miswrote carduelis instead of 
cardinalis. This latter name (as in Meliphaga cardinalis 
Vigors and llorsfield 1826), is by synonymy Myzomela 
sanguinolenta (Latham, 1802), the Scarlet Honeyeater. 
This, however, is only found on the east coast. What John 
Gilbert was probably referring to here was the Red-headed 
Honeyeater Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 1840. 

Con Benson (1999: 142-143) claimed a specimen 
which is now in UMCZ (27/MeI/24/j/l) was the holotype 
of Myzomela erythrocephala , but he was not aware of the 
paper by Stone (1913), which listed the “Type" as being 



Fig. 125. Male Dusky Honeyeater collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington in August 1840, a paraleclotype of Myzomela obscura 
Gould, 1843. The specimen is now in the collections of the UMZC 
(UMZC 27/mel/24/r/I). It was obtained via the museum collections 
of John Gould, Sir William Jardine, and Alfred Newton. During 
the 19th century zoological specimens were valuable commodities, 
and sometimes were bought and sold several times by natural 
history enthusiasts. Every single museum collection which was 
searched for material for this paper had specimens from the Cobourg 
Peninsula, many of which had arrived by convoluted routes. There 
is undoubtedly more material to be discovered. 0 Courtesy of the 
University Museum of Zoology, Cambridge (UMCZ). 

in ANSP (ANSP 18218). The Cambridge specimen, a 
male bird originally in John Gould's collection which 
was then acquired by Sir William Jardine, was apparently 
collected by Benjamin Bynoe (as specified in Gould’s type 
description) and is labelled as being from northwestern 
“central” Australia. It indeed almost certainly has type 
status for the name Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 
1840. More suspect are two specimens labelled “Port 
Essington” which are now in ANSP. Confusion has arisen 
here because Gould stated specifically in his account of 
Myzomela erythrocephala in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 4: text to plate 64) that all the specimens he had 
come across were from Port Essington, but in his original 
description had given the type locality as “North-west 
coast of Australia” (Gould 1840: 144). Mees(1961: 112) 
considered almost certainly correctly - that the type 
material had been collected by Bynoe at a locality within 
the Western Kimberley region and that therefore Mathews 
(1930: 741) had been incorrect in giving the type locality 
as “North-West Coast = Port Essington”. 

John Gilbert found this bird " ... confined exclusively 
to the Mangroves ...It is any thing but abundant near the 
Harbour, so much so, that none had ever been shot, previous 
to my arrival, and the first I saw was on Greenhill Island in 
Van Diemen’s Gulf' (CUL Gould Collection Box 2). This 
entry was originally titled “ Myzomela carduelis — (71)” but 
was subsequently altered to read “ erythrocephala ”. 

CSIRO found the Red-headed Honeyeater very common 
in the mangroves, particularly at the head of Port Bremer. 
The birds were occasionally also seen in woodland, 
paperbark swamps, and once in monsoon forest. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 18217 (Verreaux No. 344). “F” but is M. “Port Essington” 
[if so, then collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Possibly 
from the type series of Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 
1840 (but if so, then is probably from the north-west coast 
of Australia, not Port Essington). 
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ANSP 18218 (Verreaux No. 345). M. "Port Essington” [if so, 
then collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated 
"Type” of Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 1840 by Stone 
in Stone and Mathews (1913: 172) = lectotype (but if so, 
then is probably from the north-west coast of Australia, not 
Port Essington). 

LIVM D.859s. M. Collected by John Gilbert on Greenhill Island, 
Van Diemen Gulf, 27 August 1840. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 

AM A.4709. F, immature. Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original 
label. 

AM A.4710. F, juvenile. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. 

USNM M. Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, 19 
September 1948 (Specht 1964:418). 

ANWC 3M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 17 July to 7 August, 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC F. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 167). 

ANWC M. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 167). 

Dusky Honcyeater 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Acanthorhynchus (New species) ” 
Current name: probably Myzomela obscura Gould 
1843. 

In the absence of either species of Acanthorhynchus 
(the Eastern or Western Spinebills) in the Northern 
Territory, the only bird remotely resembling a Spinebill 
in the area is Myzomela obscura Gould, 1843, the Dusky 
Honeyeater, which does have a slender bill but is otherwise 
unremarkable. 

So far, only two bird specimens with original John 
Gilbert field labels have been found in the collections of 
UMCZ. A Climacteris rufus is one; the other a male Dusky 
Floneyealer labelled “Interior Port Essington. 8 Aug 1840” 
(Fig. 125). This specimen was originally passed by John 
Gould to Sir William Jardine, and was later obtained by 
Alfred Newton. Benson (1999: 142) stated that he could 
find no listing for this species in Meyer de Schauensee’s 
1957 type list of birds now in ANSP, but - as has also been 
pointed out under the entry for Myzomela eiythrocephala 
- he was not aware of Stone and Mathews’s 1913 type list, 
which listed the type of Myzomela obscura as ANSP No. 
18227 (Fig. 126). Benson nevertheless listed the UMCZ 
specimen as a “Syntype” on the grounds that he thought two 
Gould specimens from “North Australia” listed in Gadow 
(1884: 144) might have been available to Gould when he 
was compiling the type description. 

Gould did not say how many specimens he had in front 
of him while preparing his type description of the species, 
but he did specify that the type locality was Port Essington 
and that the female bird was much smaller. The female 
listed in the Verreaux Catalogue of the Gould Collection 
now in ANSP (ANSP 18228) (Fig. 126), which almost 
certainly has type status, was missing for many years, but 
in 1997 was found in the “duplicates for disposal” drawer 
(luckily before any such action could proceed). This narrow 



Fig. 126. Two further specimens from the type series of Myzomela 
obscura Gould. 1843. These Dusky Honeyeaters are now in ANSP 
(ANSP 18227 and 18228). Some years ago the female bird was 
removed from the collections as it was considered to be a "duplicate”. 
This shows the dangers of arbitrarily electing a lectotype (ANSP 
18227) from a perfectly valid series ofsyntypic material, as well as 
demonstrating the unscientific usage of the misnomer “duplicate”. 
After much searching, ANSP 18228 was discovered in a drawer 
labelled “duplicates for disposal” and is now in the type cabinets. 
The rest of the contents of this ill-advised drawer are also back where 
they should be. © Doug Wechslcr, VIREO, Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia. 

escape emphasises both the dangers of arbitrarily electing a 
lectotype from a perfectly valid series ofsyntypic material, 
and usage of the misnomer “duplicate”. The contents of the 
“disposal” drawer have now been carefully re-incorporated 
with the main collection by the currect curatorial staff. 

Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size (inches) 

Original 

descript. 

(M) 

ANSP 

18227 

(M) 

ANSP 

18228 

(F) 

UMZC 27/Mel/24/ 
r/1 (M) 

Total length 

5 

5 

4 'h 

c. 4 5 A (head bent) 

Bill 

Vt 

‘Vis 

3 A 

3 /4 

Wing 

2V4 

2'Vl6 

2'k 

2Vs 

Tail 

2'U 

2Vi6 

VU 

2>/l6 

Tarsus 

5 /s 

>'/l6 

'h 

Vs 


Note that Benson’s 1999 measurements (bill 22 mm, 
wing 69 mm, tail 51 mm) are slightly inaccurate, and he 
did not measure total length or tarsus. 

According to Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 2c), “ Myzomela — (56)” was only seen in quiet, 
secluded parts of the bush. He found the Dusky Honeyeater 
a difficult bird to collect, as it was so shy. It was rare on the 
peninsula and he thought that none of the other collectors 
at Port Essington had mananged to obtain specimens 
(although there is in fact an extant specimen collected by 
Dr Sibbald). 

CSIRO found Dusky Honeyeaters quite common and 
occuring in most habitats. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 18227 (Verreaux No. 339) (Fig. 126). M. Port Essington 
[collected l838-1847].Gould Collection. Designated “Type" 
of Myzomela obscura Gould, 1842 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 172) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18228 (Verreaux No. 340) (Fig. 126). F. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the 
type series of Myzomela obscura Gould, 1842. Missing for 
many years but re-discovered in 1997. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.10. M, adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

UMZC 27/Mel/24/r/l (Fig. 125). M. Collected by John Gilbert in 
the interior. Port Essington, 8 August 1840. Collection of 
Sir William Jardine (Jardine Catalogue 1874: No. 4729), 
originally received from John Gould; purchased by Alfred 
Newton at the auction of the Jardine Collection in 1886. 
Designated “Syntype” of Myzomela obscura Gould, 1842 
by Benson (1999: 142) = paralectotype. 

AM A.4706. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 
SAM 24551. M. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Port Essington, 
19 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC M; 2F (adult and immature). Collected at Danger Point, 8 
and 15 August 1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 168). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria. Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 168). 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp, 17 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 168). 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Port Bremer, 18 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 168). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Mills Bay, 14 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 168). 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Meliphaga (New species) ” 

As before, Gilbert’s addition of an asterisk denoted 
a species he saw but did not manage to collect. Here 
it is difficult to say precisely to what bird Gilbert was 
referring. Honeyeater species, of which there appear to 
be no Gilbert specimens but which have been found on 
the Cobourg Peninsula (or nearby) by others, are Banded 
Honeyeater Cissomela pectoral is (Gould, 1841), Rufous- 
throated Honeyeater Conopophila rufogularis (Gould, 
1843), Yellow-throated Miner Manorinaflavigulaflavigula 
(Gould, 1840) and Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus 
virescens. 

PASSERIFORMES: PETROICIDAE 


Buff-sided Robin 

Current name: Poecilodryas cerviniventris (Gould, 
1858). 

The Buff-sided Robin has recently been re-separated 
from the White-browed Robin Poecilodryas superciliosa 
and again given full species status (see Schodde and 
Mason 1999: 354-355), although Christidis and Boles 
(1994; 2008) commented that “the issue warrants 
detailed investigation”. The species was named Petroica 
? cerviniventris by Gould, his description being based 
on three specimens collected by Joseph Elsey from 
the Victoria River. These arc now in the NHM (Tring 
outstation) (Warren and Harrison 1971: 102). 


The Bull-sided Robin must potentially occur on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, but no specimens have been located, 
and it was not recorded by CSIRO. 

Mangrove Robin 

Listed by Gilbert as “Petroica (New species) ” 

Current name: Peneoenanthe pulverulenta (Bonaparte, 
1850). 

Schodde and Mason (1999: 356) separated the 
Mangrove Robins of the Northern Territory coast and Cape 
York into two subspecies, which they named Peneoenanthe 
pulverulenta alligator (Mathews, 1912) and Peneoenanthe 
pulverulenta leucura (Gould, 1869), respectively. 

Gould published the name Eopsaltria leucura in 
Annals and Magazine of Natural Histoiy on I August 
1869 (Evenhuis 2003), the same date of publication of his 
account of the “White-tailed Robin” Eopsaltia leucura in 
the Supplement to The birds of Australia (1851-1869, part 
5: text to plate 18). The former account, which was intended 
to be the type description, must be considered as such. In 
The birds of Australia Gould wrote that for the preceding 
twenty years he had had only a mutilated skin of the “White¬ 
tailed Robin”, procured by Gilbert at Port Essington, and 
had not been able therefore to make out the exact plumage 
of the bird. However, he now had additional material from 
Cape York. Gould had also been unsure whether Gilbert's 
specimen was in fact different from his Melanodiyaspicata 
(Hooded Robin Melanodiyas cucullata picata, another 
species which potentially occurs at Port Essington but 
of which no specimens have been found). In the original 
description for Melanodiyas picata {Handbook to the birds 
of Australia 1865, vol 1: 285) Gould wrote that: 

“For many years I have had in my possession skins 
of two pied robins, one from the north-west, and the 
other, which is somewhat mutilated, and perhaps a 
female, from Port Essington. In all probability they 
are two district [sic] species ... I shall here, however, 
only describe the one from the north-west coast. ” 
Gould’s Hooded Robin from the north-west coast, now 
considered to be the holotype of Melanodiyas picata, was 
probably collected on the voyage of the Beagle. It is in the 
NFIM (Tring outstation): BMNH 1881.5.1.3732, a male 
(see Warren 1971: 436). 

Gilbert did record some observations about his Port 
Essington Mangrove Robin, under “ Petroica ? (119)”, 
a sheet now amongst his manuscripts in CUL (Gould 
Collection Box 6c): 

“I was only fortunate enough to see this species 
on one occasion, while threading my way through 
Mangrove roots and mud, and this one specimen / 
shot so badly, as to render it difficult to make out the 
species without comparison with others. None of the 
collectors here have a specimen or have ever before 
seen the species. The bird was creeping about the 
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Fig. 127. This male Mangrove Robin, collected by John Gilbert at 
East Bay in January 1841, is the only record of the species from the 
Cobourg Peninsula. I le noted that he "... was only fortunate enough 
to see this species on one occasion, while threading my way through 
Mangrove roots and mud'. This specimen must be the bird originally 
mentioned by Gould in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865), 
but the green label is incorrect in that it does not have type status for 
the name Eopsaltria leucura Gould, 1869. 0 The Natural History 
Museum, London. 

lower branches of the Mangroves and attracted my 
attention by its loud running note. It did not however 
seem to possess the Robin habit of moving or shaking 
the tail but resembled the quiet kinds of warblers. ” 
Eventually, Gould obtained two other specimens 
of the Mangrove Robin, apparently collected by J.T. 
Cockerell from the Somerset area of Cape York, and - 
with reference just to these two specimens - was able 
to properly describe the new species Eopsaltria leucura 
(Gould 1869: 108). Both Cockerell skins are still at the 
NHM (Tring outstation) but only one was officially listed 
by Warren (1971: 302) as a syntype (1881.5.1.3728, a 
male). The other Cockerell bird (1872.5.28.32, unsexed), 
which was found in the general collection at Tring in 1997 
as a result of research for this paper, has now also been 
moved to the type cabinets. 

Stone and Mathews (1913) also recorded the type 
of Eopsaltria leucura as Cockerell’s adult male from 
Somerset, citing information in Gadow (1883: 181), 
but for many years there did not seem to be any sign of 
Gilbert’s Mangrove Robin. It could not be found in ANSP 
(Leo Joseph pers. comm. August 1997). The missing bird, 
which is presumably of the subspecies Peneoenanthe 
pulverulenta alligator, was finally found in October 1997, 
in the general collections at the NHM (Tring outstation) 
(Fig. 127). It still bears Gilbert’s original field label 
(“Male. Jan 25. 1841. East Bay. Port Essington” - “Irides 
Dark Brown”). Another small label has “new sp.?” in 
Gould’s secretary Edwin Prince’s handwriting. As Gilbert 
said, it is a fairly poor specimen, with just two remaining 


tail feathers, but he seems nevertheless to have made a 
solid job of the bits of the bird he had left. This specimen 
does not have type status, but is nevertheless of great 
importance, as it appears to represent the only record of 
Mangrove Robin on the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Neither Mangrove nor Hooded Robins were seen by 
the CSIRO survey. 

Specimen: 

BMNH 1881.5.1.3731 (Fig. 127). Male. Collected by John Gilbert 
at East Bay, Port Essington on 25 January 1841. Gould 
Collection. Labelled “new sp.?" by Edwin Prince, John 
Gould’s secretary and labelled as a "syntype” on an attached 
green NHM label. It must be the bird originally mentioned 
by Gould in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, 
vol. 1: 285) but does not have type status for the name 
Eopsaltria leucura Gould, 1869. 

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Muscicapa (singingfly catcher New 
species) ” 

Current name: Microeca flavigasterflavigaster Gould, 
1843. 

The Lemon-bellied Flycatcher was described by 
Gould (1843: 132, published in February of that year) 
from specimens from Port Essington. The specimens 
employed by Gould for his original description are 
inferred to have been collected by Gilbert. The female 
(ANSP 566) was chosen by Stone (in Stone and Mathews 
(1913) out of the three Port Essington specimens at ANSP 
(two males and a female) as the specimen he considered 
best met Gould’s description. Presumably this decision 
was made because the two male ANSP birds are not 
very yellow underneath and Gould’s original description 
clearly states “all the under surface yellow'" (although it 
does not go into details about the strength or shade of 
this colour). This difference in the extent of the yellow 
underneath can have nothing to do with the fact that the 
two with less yellow are males, as the Lemon-bellied 
Flycatcher is not sexually dimorphic. 

In fact, none of the three Port Essington birds now 
in ANSP fit the measurements given in Gould’s original 
description for Microeca flavigaster well. However, 
NML holds a specimen which matches quite well 
against both the plumage details and measurements of 
the original description, and with Gould's plate in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: plate 94, published 
December 1845). A specimen at the NHM (Tring 
outstation) also fits the type description well, although 
it is quite pale yellow underneath, and it is possible this 
specimen is from the Port Essington Expedition (i.e. a 
Microeca flavigaster laetissima from Queensland). A 
bird now in RMNH (also quite pale yellow underneath) 
is possibly also from Gould’s type series, but there is no 
recorded donor and this species is not included on either 
of Gould’s lists of birds sent to RMNH. 
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Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original ANSP ANSP 
descript. 566 567 

(1146) (1145) 

ANSP 

568 

(1144) 

LIVM 

D.3914s 

BMNH 

1858. 

12.2.17 

RMNH 
(no num.) 

Total 

3 3 /s 

41/2 

3 3 /4 

4'/2 

33/4 

Neck 

(mount) 

length 






broken 


Bill 

5/8 

9/16 

1/2 

9/i6 

Vi6 

Vi6 

1/2 

Wing 

2 7 /s 

3 

3 

3'/s 

2'3/l6 

23/4 

23/4 

Tail 

21/4 

2 

H/g 

2 

2 

2'/s 

2'/4 

Tarsus 

1/2 

5/S 

5 /s 

’/is 

3/4 

Vie 

1/2 


A rather charming indication that Gould used Gilbert’s 
manuscripts directly for his text of The birds of Australia 
can be seen in the entry for “ Muscicapa (18)” (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 5a). Gould, in his usual hurry, has scribbled 
his amendments directly onto Gilbert’s notes - thus 
Gilbert's “In his habits and manners generally, it partakes 
very much of the Petroica family” has “says Mr Gilbert” 
as a scrawled insert. One can imagine Gould throwing the 
whole thing at his long-suffering secretary Edwin Prince 
to copy out neatly for the printers. 

Gilbert’s description of the bird gives a lively image 
of its habits: 

"... sitting a long time stationary, while uttering its 
vety pretty and agreable melody ... and it regularly 
soars upward in circles like the skylark ...at so great 
a height that it was difficult for the eye to follow; 
when it again descends, it is perpendicularly [sic] 
till within a vety short distance of the trees, when it 
closes its wings and apparantly [sic] falls upon the 
branch it perches upon ...” 

Gilbert went on to say that Lemon-bellied Flycatchers 
were extremely pugnacious, having observed a pair beating 
up and then seeing off a crow. Gilbert found young birds 
only a few days fledged, but did not succeed in finding a 
nest. 

Gilbert also mentioned collecting this bird in a letter 
to Gould dated 19 September 1840 (MLS CY Reel 461: 
712-715): 

“Among the most prominent of my birds, and which 
are new to me, are ...a small Brown backed and 
yellow bellied flycatcher. ” 

Gilbert later made two short entries for the Lemon- 
bellied Flycatcher in his Ornithological Notes (QML). On 
page 257 of this manuscript he remarked on the soft parts, 
colour and behaviour; he also noted some measurements. 
On page 261, Gilbert again gave measurements (this time 
obviously taken from Gould’s original description values) 
and added some plumage details. 

Gould introduced his entry for this bird in his The birds 
of Australia with the observation that Gilbert had found it 
in the neighbourhood of Port Essington “ in every variety 
of situation", and that it was particularly abundant on all 
the islands in Van Diemen Gulf. 


The CSIRO survey found this species very common in 

all places and at all seasons, mainly in open woodland. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 566(Verreau.\No. 1146). F (“M[ale] Gould’s Cat” in margin 
of Verreaux Catalogue). Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of Microeca 
flavigaster Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 154) = lectotype. 

ANSP 567 (Verreaux No. 1145). M. Ex-mount. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Possibly from the 
type series of Microeca flavigaster Gould, 1843. 

ANSP 568 (Verreaux No. 1144). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Microeca flavigaster Gould, 1843. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.166. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [1843-1845 or 1848]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1858.12.2.17. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of Microeca 
flavigaster Gould, 1843, but may be from the Port Essington 
Expedition and thus from Queensland. Poor specimen. 

L1VM D.3914s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington on 
21 July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Probably 
from the type series of Microeca flavigaster Gould, 1843. 

RMNH No specimen number. M, immature. Mount, removed from 
stand. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Unknown 
(Old) Collection. Possibly from the type series of Microeca 
flavigaster Gould, 1843. 

AM A.4751. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

PMNH 39088. F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 21 June 1954 (collection no. 311). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39091. F. “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 18 June 1954 (collection no. 283). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 7 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:163). 

ANWC 2M; F, immature; 2 unsexed. Collected at Base Camp and 
environs, 13 July to 6 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 
163). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Point Priest, 8 and 9 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 163). 


PASSERIFORMES: POMATOSTOMIDAE 

Grey-crowned Babbler 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pomatorhinus temporalis” 
Current name: Pomatostomus temporalis rubeculus 
(Gould, 1840). 

Gould described the northern form of the Grey-crowned 
Babbler as Pomatorhinus rubeculus in 1839 (Gould 1840: 
144) from specimens collected by ship’s surgeon Benjamin 
Bynoe on the north-west coast of Australia during the 
voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, but it should be noted that 
Mathews (1930: 564) incorrectly gave Port Essington as 
the type locality (Mees 1961: 112). 

Bynoe’s specimens are probably the two Pomatostomus 
temporalis rubeculus now in the Gould Collection in ANSP. 
Two nineteenth century specimens in the collections of the 
MNHN and a bird in the Gould Collection at RMNH are 
unlikely to have type status, as they are all labelled “Port 
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Essington” and do not match the measurements of the type 
description. 

Concerning the RMNH collections, it should be noted 
that Temminck’s type of Pomatorhinus trivirgatus (RMNH 
89373), published in 1828 and a name now included 
in Pomatostomus temporalis temporalis , is from “New 
Holland" (= New South Wales), not (as it is labelled) “Port 
Essington”. 

Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

MNHN MNHN Museum 
Museum Boucard 1996 

Boucard 1996 no. 118 

no.117 

RMNH 
(no number) 

Total 

9'/4 

9Vi6 (233) 

97s (250) (neck 

mtd. 

length 



may be stretched) 


Bill 

l'/s 

l'/s (29) 

l'/s (29) 

l*/i6 (27) 

Wing 

4 

4'A (109) 

4'A (108) 

4 3 /ie (106) 

Tail 

4 3 /s 

4'/: (114) 

4'A (109) 

3Vs (97) 

Tarsus 

l'A 

IV* (34) 

P/i6 (36) 

- 


Gould quoted John Gilbert’s notes extensively in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 4: text to plate 21). He 
wrote that the "Red-breastedPomatorhinus" inhabited the 
open parts of the country, and took to the highest parts of 
the gum trees when disturbed. It was, like others of its kind, 
a “noisy and restless bird'. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) recorded 
the Grey-crowned Babbler as being fairly widespread on the 
Cobourg Peninsula, especially where trees were taller than 
usual. Apart from the locations where birds were actually 
collected, this babbler was seen at Lizard Bay and near 
Saddle Hill. A number of old nests were also found. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 17196 (Verreaux No. 495). M. “Port Essington” [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Pomatorhinus rubeculus Gould, 1840 by Stone in Stone 
and Mathews (1913: 162) = lectotype (but if this specimen 
is indeed one of Bytioe’s types, then it must be from the 
north-west coast, probably King Sound). 

ANSP 17197 ( Verreaux No. 496). F. “Port Essington” [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Probably from the type 
series of Pomatorhinus rubeculus Gould. 1840 (but if this 
specimen is indeed one of Bynoe’s types, then it must be 
from the north-west coast, probably King Sound). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.37. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

MNHN 1996, no. 717. Unsexed. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Formerly in the Museum Boucard. 

MNHN 1996, no. 718. Unsexed. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Formerly in the Museum Boucard. 

RMNH No specimen number. F, adult. Mount. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849], Unknown Collection, but marked 
“Avant 1850”. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 2591. Scrapbook label for “ Pomatorhinus 
rubeculus''. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1845]. 
Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen not found in 1999, and 
not on the MCZ database. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 13th August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 158). 


ANWC M; 2F (both immature). Collected at Port Bremer, 8 August 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 158). 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 158). 

PASSERIFORMES: NEOSITTIDAE 

Varied Sittella 

Listed by Gilbert as “Sittella leucoptera (New species) " 
Current name: Daphoenositta chrysoptera leucoptera 
(Gould, 1840). 

Gould described this form of the Varied Sittella as 
Sittella leucoptera in 1839 (Gould 1840: 144) from one, 
or possibly two, adult males collected by Benjamin Bynoe 
on H.M.S. Beagle's visit to the north-west coast. Gilbert’s 
notes from Port Essington (CUL Gould Collection Box 
3c) record: 

'‘ Sittella leucoptera (12) ... This species is mostly 
seen in families of from four to twelve, but cannot 
be considered as an abundant species, it is in 
fact seldom seen; it possesses precisely the same 
description of note, actions and general habits as 
S. melanocepliala but is very readily distinguished 
from that bird, in having white on the wings instead 
of yellow. ” 

Only one specimen, a rather sparsely-labelled bird now 
in NML, is actually attributable to Gilbert, although it is 
possible that one or two of the three specimens now in 
ANSP might actually also be his, rather than Bynoe’s. Even 
the NML specimen is of doubtful origin, as it is poorly made 
and very sparsely labelled fora Gilbert specimen (Gould has 
written the locality “Port Essington” on the original label 
and Gilbert only “Sitella leucoptera"). The specimen does 
appear to be of the northern race Daphoenositta chrysoptera 
leucoptera rather than either of the eastern Queensland 
races Daphoenositta chrysoptera striata or Daphoenositta 
chrysoptera leucocephala, so it is probably not one of 
Gilbert’s hurridly made specimens from the Port Essington 
Expedition. The other alternative is that it was obtained 
and prepared by another collector and only identified and 
labelled by Gilbert - if it was a Bynoe specimen, then the 
NML specimen would potentially have type status. 

Note that another female Varied Sittella in the collections 
in ANSP ( ANSP 9178/ VN.758), which is also labelled as 
being from Port Essington, is actually of the subspecies 
Daphoenositta chrysoptera leucocephala and was collected 
by John Gilbert on the Port Essington Expedition (the First 
Leichhardt Expedition), at Peak Range Camp, Queensland 
[in late January 1845], 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) 
recorded that Varied Sittellas were occasionally seen in 
open woodland in most of the districts visited, in groups 
of five or six. 
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Fig. 128. Dorsal view of the syntypes of Neositta mortoni North, 1912, which were collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington in 1879 
and are now in the collections of the AM. Left. AM A.4642 (M); Middle, AM A.4643 (M); Right. AM A.4644 (F). All three specimens bear 
Morton’s original labels, with details of soft part colour. North’s name is now considered to be a synonym of Daphoenositta chrysoptera 
leucoptera (Varied Sittella). © The Australian Museum, Sydney. 


The name Neositta mortoni North, 1912, the types 
of which were collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, is a synonym of Gould’s Sittella leucoptera. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 9186 (Verreaux No. 751). M. Labelled “Port Essington”, but 
if this is one of the specimens collected by Bynoe, then it is 
from the north-west coast of Australia, not Port Essington. 
Gould Collection. Designated “Type’of Sittella leucoptera 
Gould, 1840 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 170) = 
lectotype. 


ANSP 9188 (Verreaux No. 752). M. Ex mount with glass eyes. 

Labelled “Port Essington”, but if this is one of the specimens 
collected by Bynoe, then it is from the north-west coast of 
Australia, not Port Essington. Gould Collection. Possibly 
from the type series of Sittella leucoptera Gould, 1840. Tail 
very damaged. 

ANSP 9187 (Verreaux No. 753). F, appears immature. Collected 
at Port Essington [1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Immature 
birds were not mentioned in the original description for 
Sittella leucoptera Gould, 1840, so this was probably 
not part of the type series, and therefore not collected by 
Benjamin Bynoe on the north-west coast. However, all 
three of these ANSP specimens need further investigation. 
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BMNH 1842.1.13.52. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 

Chambersat Port Essington [1839-1841], Collection number 
25. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.53. Unsexed. Collected by Captain William 

Chambersat Port Essington [1839-1841], Collection number 
24. Chambers Collection. 

LIVM D.1690. Unsexed. Collected [?by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, 
via John Gould. 

OUMNH B/11727. Adult, ex mount with glass eyes. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection, received 1842. 

AM A.4642(Fig. 128). M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, 17 February 1879. Morton Collection. 
Designated syntype of Neositta nwrtoni North, 1912. 

AM A.4643 (Fig. 128).M, adult. Collectedby Alexander Morton 

at Port Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 
Designated syntype of Neositta mortoni North, 1912. 

AM A.4644 (Fig. 128). F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 
Designated syntype of Neositta nwrtoni North, 1912. 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 165). 

ANWC M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 27 February 1966 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 165). 


PASSERIFORMES: PACHYCEPHALIDAE 
Grey Whistler 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pachycephala (New species) ” 
Current name: ? Pachycephala simplex Gould, 1843. 

John Gilbert was probably referring to Pachycephala 
simplex here, as specimens of the Grey Whistler collected 
at Port Essington during his time there, including the type, 
do exist - those now in ANSP were almost definitely 
collected by him. As additional proof, Gould in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 72) stated 
clearly that the specimens which he possessed had been 
collected by Gilbert. The other possibility is that Gilbert was 
referring to Pachycephala melanura, the Mangrove Golden 
Whistler, which Gould described from a specimen from 
Derby (Gould 1842b) and which does occur on the Cobourg 
Peninsula in very localised pockets ofmangroves. However, 
no specimens of the Mangrove Golden Whistler have been 
found with Port Essington recorded as a locality, so it is 
unlikely this entry by Gilbert did involve this species. 

Gilbert’s notes on the Grey Whistler for Gould, under 
“Pachycephala (20)” (CUE Gould Collection Box 6c), were 
used almost in their entirety for Gould’s text in The birds of 
Australia. The female mentioned as having a brood patch 
and an oviduct with an almost fully developed egg must be 
Gould’s type, now in ANSP (ANSP 15271). 

The CS1RO survey found the Grey Whistler to be 
uncommon, occuring only in monsoon forest and in 
mangroves. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 15267 (Verreaux No. 704). M. [Collected by John Gilbert] 
in Van Diemen Gulf [August 1840], Gould Collection. The 
bird is probably immature and does not lit Gould’s type 
description. 


ANSP 15271 (Verreaux No. 705). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 

Port Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. Designated 
’Type’ of Pachycephala simplex Gould, 1843 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 157) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.33. “No. 14”. M. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point. 6 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC 2M: IF. Collected at Smith Point Lagoon and environs, 
28 July and 6 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 164). 

Rufous Whistler 

Listed by Gilbert as “Pachycephala likepectoralis (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Pachycephala rufiventris falcata Gould, 
1843. 

Schodde and Tidemann (1993) and Frith and Hitchcock 
(in Frith and Calaby 1974) thought that the differences 
between Ernst Mayr’s six Australian races of Pachycephala 
rufiventris (1954) appeared to be so slight that they 
treated all Australian Rufous Whistlers as one subspecies 
(the nominate). However, more recently, Schodde and 
Mason (1999: 447) have re-assessed the group and now 
consider that Pachycephala fdlccita Gould, for many years 
considered to be the northern Australian form, is indeed a 
valid subspecies of the Rufous Whistler. 

John Gould compiled his description of Pachycephala 
falcata from scrutiny of John Gilbert’s Port Essington 
specimens, which included male, female and immature male 
individuals. As well as Witmer Stone’s designated type, 
there are probably other specimens from Gould’s original 
syntypic series in the collections in ANSP and NML. In his 
account in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text 
to plate 68) Gould partly paraphrased Gilbert’s notes (now 
in CUL and QML), but there are details in these notes that 
Gould did not include, viz: 

"Pachycephala falcata (64) ... very abundant on 
every part of the Peninsular [sic] and adjacent 
Islands I have visited with precisely the same habits 
and manners generally as before obsen’ed at the 
Swan [River, Western Australia]. A nest of this bird 
was taken on the 9th of September 1840 containing 
two eggs. ” (CUL Gould Collection Box 6c). 

“This is like the above ["Pachycephalapectoralis"} 
but smaller in all its proportions, in general habits 
it is also similar - but does not possess the peculiar 
running like and long continued whistle of P. 
pectoralis. ” (QML, Ornithological Notes: 112). 

There is also a pair of Rufous Whistlers in the NHM 
collections at Tring from the F.D. Godman and O. Salvin 
Collection (1881.11.7.467 and 468), which are labelled as 
having been collected at Port Essington by J.T. Cockerell. 
He almost certainly never went there. 

The CSIRO survey found the Rufous Whistler to be 
very common in every district visited, but mainly in open 
woodland. 
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Specimens: 

ANSP 15244 (Verreaux No. 709). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of 
Pacliycepliala falcata Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913:157) = lectotype. 

ANSP 15245 (Verreaux No. 710). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Probably the upper bird 
figured by Gould in The birds of Australia vol. 2: plate 
68. Probably from the type series of Pachvcephala falcata 
Gould, 1843. 

ANSP 15246 (Verreaux No. 711). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Probably from the 
type series of Pacliycepliala falcata Gould. 1843. 

BMNH 1843.1.3.73. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1843.1.3.74. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.18. M, immature? Port Essington [collected 
1843-1845], Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.2165s. F. Collected by John Gilbert on Mayday [now 
Morse] Island, Van Diemen Gulf, 28 August 1840. 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Probably from the 
type series of Pacliycepliala falcata Gould, 1843. 

LIVM D.2137s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington in November 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
163). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2: 
No. 31). 

MCZ 76862 (Lafresnaye no. 4363). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. 

AM A.4736. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4737. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

AM A.4738. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4739. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Vienna Museum, 1880. 

AM A.4740. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Nagpur [Museum], 1881. 

AM A.474I. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 
1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4742. M, immature (registered as F). Collected by 
Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 1879. Morton 
Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4743. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 
1879. Morton Collection. No original label. N.B. A.4744 
was collected by Morton at Yam Creek, N.T. 

AM A.4745. F.CollectedbyAlexanderMortonatPortEssington, 
1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 16 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC 2M; 2F. Collected at Base Camp and environs. 11 and 22 
July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC F. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 11 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC 3M; 2F (1 adult, 1 immature). Collected at Port Bremer, 16 
July to 9 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point, 22 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 13 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 164). 

Little Shrike-thrush 

Listed by Gilbert as "Colluricincla (New species) ” 

Current name: Colluricincla megarhynchaparvula Gould, 
1845. 


The form of the Little Shrike-thrush which inhabits the 
Northern Territory was described by John Gould from John 
Gilbert's specimens from Port Essington (Gould 1845b: 62). 
This description came too late for Gilbert to include it in 
his Ornithological Notes under Gould’s new name - it is 
recorded instead as Colluricincla minor (QML, page 118). 
In Gilbert’s other manuscript notes (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 6c), it is listed as “ Colluricincla (76)”. 

Gould referred to Gilbert’s observations about the 
shyness and wariness of this bird, an inhabitant of thickets 
and with a very loud clear rich whistling note ( The birds 
of Australia 1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 78). Gilbert 
found a nest on the hollow part of a dead branch, about four 
feet from the ground; like that of the Grey Shrike-thrush 
Colluricincla harmonica, the nest was made of small twigs 
and the soft bark of Melaleuca. Gilbert also described the 
egg, of which he found two. It is possible that a single egg 
of this species now in the collections at the NHM (Tring 
outstation) is one of these. 

There are birds in ANSP, NHM (Tring outstation), 
NML and MNHN which match Gould’s original type 
description of Colluricincla parvula, both for plumage and 
measurements; the MCZ specimen is also probably a type. 
The NML specimen is from the collection of Canon H.B. 
Tristram, who received it from “S White” - i.e. Samuel 
White (1835-1880) or his son, Samuel Albert White (1870- 
1954), who both collected extensively in Australia. Tristram 
has recorded on his label that the specimen was collected 
by “S. White”, but this is unlikely, as neither is recorded 
to have visited Port Essington. Samuel White Snr had a 
private collection and may have obtained this specimen 
from another source, such as John Gould (who he visited in 
England, see Whittel I 1954: 758). This possible scenario also 
applies to another Port Essington specimen (see the entry for 
Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus dumetorum). 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

ANSP 

368 

BMNH LIVM 
1881.5.1. T. 12077 
446 

MNHN 

C. 

Bonaparte 
Coll. 
1858 no. 
671 

MNHN 

C. Bonaparte 
Coll. 

1858 no. 672 

Total 

length 

7 

7 

No tail 

7 

7’/z (191) 

7'/i6 (179) 

Bill 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 A (20) 

13 /l6 (21) 

Wing 

4 

4 

3 3 A 

3 3 A 

3’/i6 (90) 

3'A (82) 

Tail 

3'/4 

3'/s 

missing 

3V I6 

3'/s (80) 

2 15 /1 6 (74) 

Tarsus 

1 

l'/l6 

i 

1 

I5 /k, (24) 

1(25) 


Specimens: 

ANSP 368 (Verreaux No. 985). M. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of Colluricincla 
parvula Gould, 1845 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 
167) = lectotype. 

ANSP 367 (Verreaux No. 986). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Not recorded as type by Stone 
(1913) or Meyer dc Schauensec (1957); docs not match the 
type description. 
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BMNH 1842,1.13.34. Adult. Ex Mount. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. Listed as “F. Pachycephala' 1 in Register. 

BMN FI 1845.5.21.17 (not. 19, as on label). Collected by Dr Sibbald at 

Port Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. In Register 
as "Acanthiza F.”, but this name might have slipped down 
one too far from .15 and .16. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.446. M [immature], [Collected by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington, 25 January 1841. Gould Collection. 
Designated ‘Syntype’ of Colluricinda parvnla Gould, 
1845 by Warren (1971: 626) = paralectotype. An attached 
pre-BM label (which gives sex, locality and presumably 
collecting date) is probably in John Gould’s hand and 
must have been written well after the date recorded; it has 
"Coll, brunnea" on the back (a name not composed until 
November 1840). 

BMNH 1962.1.299(probably originally 1884.10.1.243, “Pinarolesles 

parvulus’ ’). Egg. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. 
Gould Collection. 

LIVM T.12077. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Canon H.B. Tristram (see Tristram 1889: 
188), via S. White. A small round label (probably White’s) 
with the number 127 is attached. Probably from the type 
scries of Colluricinda parvula Gould, 1845. 

MNHN Charles Bonaparte Collection 1858, no. 671. Register 
entry: "Colluricinda turdoides" (deleted and replaced 
with "Redes parvulus (Gould)”). Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Possibly from the type series of Colluricinda 
parvula Gould, 1845. Not seen by CTF, but found in the 
collections by Dr Claire Voisin in 2004. 

MNHN Charles Bonaparte Collection (no. 191), 1858 no. 672. F. 

Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Possibly from the 
type series of Colluricinda parvula Gould, 1845. Wrongly 
stored as Colluricinda harmonia rufiventris. 

MCZ 335176 (Lafresnayc no. 5409). Adult, ex mount. Collected 
at Port Essington [1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. 
Probably from the type series of Colluricinda parvula 
Gould, 1845. 

AM A.4620. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 

AM A.4621. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4622. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 

AM A.4624. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 
(Note that A.4623 was misidentified and is Colluricinda 
harmonica). 

USNM F. Collected by David H. Johnson at Black Rock Point, 25 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 407). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 23 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 165). 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Also listed by Gilbert as “Colluricinda (New species) ” 
Current name: Colluricinda harmonica brunnea Gould, 
1841. 

The original description of Colluricinda brunnea was 
read before a meeting of the Zoological Society of London 
in November 1840, too early to have been written in the 
presence of any ofGilbert’s specimens from Port Essington. 
The first specimens were presumably collected by the crew 
of the Beagle, the type locality being recorded in Pmceedings 
of the Zoological Society of London (Gould 1841a: 164) as 
north-west Australia, although both Gould specimens in 
ANSP bear labels with the locality Port Essington. The 


specimen in the NMHN collections is possibly also a type, 
although the transcribed detail “irides reddish brown” hints 
that it could have been collected by Gilbert. 

Gilbert’s notes (CU L Gould Collection Box 6c and QML, 
Ornithological Notes: 117-118) were paraphrased by Gould 
for The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 
76). This records that Gilbert found the “Men=e=loo=roo” 
incubating in the early part of February at Port Essington, 
the nest being built in the upper part of a hollow stump. It 
was formed outwardly of strips of Melaleuca bark, and lined 
with very fine wiry twigs; it contained two eggs. The Grey 
Shrike-thrush was extremely abundant and to be found on 
every part of the peninsula. 

The CSIRO survey also found this shrike-thrush very 
common and present in all habitats. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 360 (Verreaux No. 983). M. ‘‘Port Essington” [but was 
probably collected on the north-west coast by the crew 
of the Beagle , 1839-1840], Gould Collection. Designated 
‘Type’ of Colluricinda brunnea Gould, 1841 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 167) = lectotype. 

ANSP 361 (Verreaux No. 984). F, immature. “Port Essington” [but 
was probably collected on the north-west coast by the crew 
of the Beagle, 1839-1840], Gould Collection. Not recorded 
as a type of Colluricinda brunnea Gould. 1841 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913) but figured in Gould’s The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: plate 76, left hand bird). 
BMNH 1842.1.13.35. Adult. Relaxed mount. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington, 13th May 
1840. Chambers Collection. Designated ‘‘Syntype” of 
Coilyriocinda [sic] pallidirostris Sharpe, 1877 by Warren 
(1971: 414)=syntype (the other syntype of C. pallidirostris 
is a female collected by J.R. Elsey at the Nicholson River in 
1856). 

BMNH 1898.11.14.65. Adult. [Possibly collected by John Gilbert] 
at Port Essington [1840-1841], Small round label in Gould’s 
hand. Henry Seebohm Collection. 

LIVM D.2503s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
185). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

MNHN Museum BouvierC.G. 1933-367. F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Bouvier Collection. Possibly collected by John 
Gilbert [1840-1841], 

NMV B.2957. Adult. Cobourg Peninsula [collected 1838-1849]. 

Gould Collection, received in 1859. Poor specimen, labelled 
on the reverse of a portion of a Humming Bird Exhibition 
ticket. 

AM A.4619. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4623. F, subadult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. Wrongly 
registered as Colluricinda megarhyncha. 

PMNH 39129. F, “OG". Collected by David Parsons at Port 
Essington on 25 June 1954 (collection no. 343). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39134. F, “OSE”. Collected by David Parsons at Port 
Essington on 23 June 1954 (collection no. 329). Parsons 
Collection. 

MCZ 76493 (76093 on label) (Lafresnaye no. 5405). Adult, ex 
mount. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1845], Lafresnaye 
Collection. According to the MCZ database this specimen 
has an original Gilbert label, in which case it was collected 
in 1840 or 1841. 

MCZ 172296 (Lafresnaye no. 5408). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1845]. Lafresnayc Collection. 
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Figs 129,130. Useful clues can be found on the back of labels: three Gould Collection Arafura Fantails, all collected at Port Essington during 
the settlement period. All appear to have been labelled by Gould at the same time, as “R. Dryas Gould” in his handwriting is scribbled in 
pencil on two of the specimens, and all three have labels cut from tickets to Gould's 1851 Hummingbird Exhibition at Regent's Park. Two of 
the birds (Fig. 129) are now in the collections of the NHM (Tring outstation), and have labels cut from adjoining pieces of ticket, although 
they were acquired 23 years apart. The third specimen (Fig. 130) is in ANSP. A fourth Arafura Fantail in NMV (not shown) also has a Gould 
label cut from a Hummingbird Exhibition ticket. Fig. 129 © Natural History Museum, London; Fig. 130. < Doug Wechsler, VIREO, Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 


ANWC M; F. Collected at Danger Point. 10 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164-165).^ 

ANWC 2M; IF. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 28 July to 
II August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 164-165). 

ANWC M. Collected at Point Priest, 7 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164-165). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Upper Caiman Creek, 9 August 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 164-165). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 13 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164-165). 

ANWC F. Collected at Mount Bedwell, 15 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 164-165). 


Sandstone Shrike-thrush 

Current name: Colluricincla woodwardi Hartert, 1905. 

The only other member of the genus Colluricincla found 
on the north coast of Australia, according to Schodde and 
Tidemann (1993), is Colluricincla woodwardi , which was 
not scientifically described until 1905. There appear to be 
no specimens of the Sandstone Shrike-thrush in museum 
collections from Port Essington, but this is not surprising 
given that there is no suitable habitat (precipitous outcrops 
of sandstone) for this species on the Cobourg Peninsula. 
Gilbert’s two entries which read “ Colluricincla (New 
species)" almost certainly refer to the two subspecies 
discussed above (i.e. Colluricincla megarhynchaparvula 
and Colluricincla harmonica brunnea) 

Crested Bellbird 

Current name: Oreoicagutturalis (Vigors and Horsfield, 
1827). 

ANSP has a specimen of Oreoica gutturalis labelled 
as being from Port Essington (ANSP 15206, Verreaux No. 
730), but this species is a bird of arid and sub-coastal regions 
and there is no suitable habitat for it at Port Essington. 
There is no other evidence that the bellbird was ever present 
anywhere near the Cobourg Peninsula. Gilbert certainly 
did not record it from Port Essington in his index to his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, index page 3). The specimen 
in ANSP appears to have the characteristics of the race 


Oreoica gutturalis pallescens Mathews, 1912, and may 
be from the Port Essington Expedition and therefore from 
eastern Queensland - in which case it would still be an 
interesting record. 

PASSERIFORMES: RHIPIDUR1DAE 
Arafura Fantail 

Listed by Gilbert as "Rhipidura rufifrons (New sp) ” 
Current name: Rhipidura dryas dryas Gould, 1843. 

Gould did not mention Rhipidura dryas in The 
birds of Australia except, in passing, as the north coast 
“representative” of the Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons 
(1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 84, published in June 
1846). He obviously had decided there were no genuine 
differences between Rhipidura dryas and R. rufifrons , 
which is presumably why he used the latter name for all the 
specimens of both species listed in the Verreaux Catalogue 
of the Gould Collection now in ANSP. In 1848, when Gould 
published the Introduction to the birds of Australia, his stated 
reason for having not including Rhipidura dryas separately 
in The birds of Australia was that “it only differs from R. 
rufifrons in being of a smaller size, and in the red colouring 
at the base of the tail-feathers being more extensive ”. This 
is rather confusing, as the latter part of Gould’s sentence 
must refer to Rhipidura rufifrons, not dryas\ there is more 
extensive red colouring on the tail in the former species. 
In Gould’s original description of Rhipidura diyas (Gould 
1843: 132) he stated that dryas was smaller and indeed here 
wrote correctly that “ the red not extending on the plumes 
and shafts of the tail-feathers". The type locality was given 
as “Port Essington, north coast of Australia”. 

A female Arafura Fantail now in ANSP (ANSP 928) 
is the only bird there that fits Gould’s original description 
of Rhipidura diyas well for locality, measurements and 
plumage details. There are three other Arafura Fantails 
from Port Essington in the Gould Collection in ANSP; of 
these, ANSP 929 and 924 do not fit the type measurements 
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well, although they are at least possible types. ANSP927 is 
closer to these measurements, but the chest pattern on this 
bird (which is probably slightly immature) does not fit the 
original description well. The band of black is very narrow, 
and does not show feathers edged with white as they pass 
onto the abdomen. The bird also has a reddish back, the red 
not just being confined to the lower back as in the original 
description. ANSP 927 was nevertheless chosen as the 
‘Type’( = lectotype) by Stone (1913). Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957) did not include any mention of Rhipidura dryas in 
his list of avian types in the ANSP. 

Two Gould specimens now in the NHM (Tringoutstation) 
match the type description fairly well for plumage details 
and measurements. Interestingly, although there were 23 
years between their respective donations to the BM, it can 
be seen from their matching labels - neighbouring slices of 
cardboard cut from the same John Gould Humming Birds 
Exhibition ticket, the backs of which in both cases were 
then used by Gould’s secretary Edwin Prince to record the 
locality “Port Essington” - that the two Arafura Fantails 
were actually labelled at the same time (Fig. 129). 

ANSP 929 also bears a label in Prince’s hand which 
was written on the back of a piece of “Humming Birds 
Exhibition” ticket, but this does not fit into the “jigsaw 
puzzle” formed by the Tring pair. However, the "R. Dryas 
Gould” in Gould’s handwriting on the printed sides of the 
labels on both BMNH 1858.12.2.15 (Fig. 129) and ANSP 
929 (Fig. 130) is written in exactly the same way, and all 
three were probably labelled by Prince and Gould at the 
same time. They must all be considered as potentially 
having type status. The Arafura Fantail from Port Essington 
now in NMV is an immature specimen, with plumage 
which does not match Gould's type description, so it has 
no type status. However, it also has a label which was cut 
from a “Humming Birds Exhibition” ticket (the extreme 
lower parts of the letters “[Hujmming Birds” can just be 
seen above Gould’s “ R. Divas ”) and was also probably 
labelled “Port Essington Rhipdura Dryas" by Prince and 
“ R . Dryas" by Gould at exactly the same time as the BMNH 
and ANSP specimens. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size Original ANSP 

(inches) descript. 924 

ANSP 

927 

ANSP ANSP 

928 929 

BMNH 

1858.12. 

2.15 

BMNH 

1881.5.1. 

1241 

Total 

length 

5 7 /s 

5'/4 

5Vs 

53/4 

6'/8 

Neck 

broken 

57s 

Bill 

5 /s 

Vi6 

1/2 

% 

'h 

Vu, 

9 /l6 

Wing 

2 Vs 

21/2 

2*/s 

23/4 

25/8 

23/4 

25/s 

Tail 

3V4 

3'/l6 

3'A 

3 7 /is 

3 7 /l6 

3'/2 

31/2 

Tarsus 

V4 

u/u 

3/4 

3/4 

33/16 

3/4 

3/4 


Arafura Fantails were not recorded by any of the CSIRO 
expeditions, but the omission of this species from the list 
Frith and Hitchcock compiled of the birds recorded by 
Gould at Port Essington but not seen by themselves (in 
Frith and Calaby 1974: 111. a list compiled from Gould’s 


Handbook to the birds of Australia, 1865), may be explained 
by the fact that the only locality Gould mentioned under his 
entry for Rhipidura dryas in the Handbook (vol. 1:242) was 
"the north-western portion of Australia". The only Arafura 
Fantail collected at Port Essington in the twentieth century 
seems to be David Parson’s bird. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 924 (Verreaux No. 1168). F. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Labelled Rhipidura 

rufifrons. Possibly from the type series of Rhipidura dryas 
Gould, 1843. 

ANSP 927 (Verreaux No. 1166). F. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Labelled Rhipidura 

rufifrons. Designated ‘Type - of Rhipidura dryas Gould, 
1843 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913:158) = lectotype, 
but does not fit Gould’s original description well. 

ANSP 928 (Verreaux No. 1167). F. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1847], Gould Collection. Labelled Rhipidura 

rufifrons. Of the 4 ANSP Gould Collection specimens, 

this best matches Gould’s original description of Rhipidura 
dryas; it is probably from the type series of Rhipidura dryas 
Gould. 1843. 

ANSP 929 (no Verreaux No, so specimen was probably received 
after 1847) (Fig. 130). Unsexed. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], “No. 18" (?field species number). Gould 
Collection. Possibly from the type series of Rhipidura 
dryas Gould, 1843. 

BMNH 1858.12.2.15. (Fig. 129) Adult. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Rhipidura dryas Gould, 1843. Poorly filled specimen, 
head nearly detached. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.1241. (Fig. 129) Adult. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Rhipidura dryas Gotdd, 1843. Poorly filled specimen. 
NMV R.9199. Immature. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], 
Gould Collection, donated between 1858 and 1869. Poor 
specimen, not well filled. 

PMNH 39093. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 19 June 1954 (collection no. 292). Parsons 
Collection. 

Northern Fantail 

Listed by Gilbert as “Rhipidura (New species) ” 

Current name: Rhipidura nifiventris isura Gould, 1841. 

There are about 15 races of the Northern Fantail 
extending from the Moluccas and Lesser Sunda Islands 
to Australia, New Guinea and the Bismarck Archipelago. 
Gould’s Rhipidura isura is the only race of the Northern 
Fantail that occurs in Australia; it occurs along the northern 
tropical coast between the Kimberley region in the north¬ 
west and Townsville in the east. 

Gould’s original description of Rhipidura isura in 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London (Gould 
1840: 174) stated very definitely that the type was a 
specimen from the north-west coast of Australia, collected 
by George Grey and John Dring during the voyage of 
H.M.S. Beagle. However, in Gould's account in The birds 
of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 85) he also 
mentioned that Gilbert had collected specimens on the north 
coast, and indeed Gould quoted Gilbert’s field notes (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 5c “ Rhipidura (8)”) extensively. 
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There are two specimens of Rhipidura rufiventris isura 
from Port Essington in the Gould Collection in ANSP. The 
specimen chosen by Stone (1913) as the ‘Type’ (ANSP 
937) is listed by him as a female. The Verreaux Catalogue 
actually lists the other Gould Collection bird (ANSP 938) as 
the female and ANSP 937 as the male. Whatever is which, 
these two specimens are probably the models for Gould’s 
plate in The birds of Australia (ANSP 938 probably the 
top bird, ANSP 937 possibly the bottom). Neither of these 
specimens can have type status for Gould’s name Rhipidura 
isura, which was based on a bird in immature plumage 
from the northwest coast, probably the Kimberley region. 
Possibly the original type specimen is an immature bird now 
in the collections at RMNH, but this only has the locality 
“Australia” on the label. NMV also has a Northern Fantail 
from Port Essington in its Gould Collection; it is attributed 
erroneously to A.R. Wallace. 

A Northern Fantail now in NML, which Gilbert 
collected at Victoria in September 1840, cannot have been 
one of the models for Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia 
as the underside of the specimen is less warm in colour than 
the bird in Gould’s plate and has more white feathers on 
the breast. The pattern on the breast is also different, with 
the biggest white spots further down the chest on LIVM 
D.2038a than on the bird in Gould’s plate. 

The CS1RO survey found this species to be very 
common in all places visited, but most often in monsoon 
scrub and mangroves. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 937 (Verreaux No. 1156).M.PortEssington[collectedl838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of Rhipidura 
isura Gould, 1841 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 
159) = lectotype, but is in fact without type status. 

ANSP 938 (VerreauxNo. 1157). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.11.13.67. Adult. CollectedbyCaptainWilliamChambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.34. Adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. Jukes Collection. 

LIVM D.2038. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
184). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

LIVM D.2038a. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 17 September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. 

NMV 22311. Adult, mount. Almost certainly matches a loose 
tag giving the name Rhipidura isura and the locality Port 
Essington. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Gould 
Collection, registered in 1868 but probably received in 
. 1859. 

AM A.4748. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.4749. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located 1994. 

AM A.4750. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington. 1879. Morton Collection. 

PMNH 39098. M, “TSE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 18 June 1954 (collection no. 288). Parsons 
Collection. 

MCZ 88456 (Lafresnaye no. 4264). Ex mount. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 


ANWC F, immature. Collected at Danger Point, 16 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 161-162). 

ANWC 2F (both immature); 2 unsexed. Collected at Base Camp 
and environs, 9 July to 4 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974:161-162). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 11 July 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 161-162). 

ANWC M. Collected at Point Priest, 8 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:161-162). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 10 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 161-162). 

Willie Wagtail 

Listed by Gilbert as "Rhipidura like Motacilloides (New 
species) ” 

Current name: Rhipidura leucophrys picata Gould, 
1848. 

Frith and Flitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) described 
the northern populations of the Willie Wagtail as belonging 
to the nominate race Rhipidura leucophrys leucophrys 
(Latham, 1802). They noted Keast’s remarks (1958) that 
the northern form is different in size, but also that he 
mentioned that this variation is probably clinal, which was 
also the conclusion ofMees(1961). However, Schoddeand 
Mason (1999: 488-489) now recognise the northern form 
of the Willie Wagtail as a valid subspecies, with a zone of 
intergradation occurring between R. lejucopluys picata and 
the southern form R. leucophrys leucophrys. 

Rhipidura picata was described by Gould in An 
introduction to the birds oj Australia (1848: 40) from 
material from Port Essington. A type collected by Gilbert 
at Record Point in July 1840 is one of the few specimens at 
the NHM (Tring outstation) which still have their original 
Gilbert field labels; it was possibly the only specimen Gould 
had in front of him when he was writing the type description. 
Warren (1971: 436) stated that there was another syntype 
amongst the NHM collections, but she must have been 
referring to 1881.5.1.1256, a Gould specimen from Port 
Darwin, which was marked “type” on the back of the label; 
this remark has since been deleted. However, two Willie 
Wagtails now in MCZ, which are the types of Lafresnaye’s 
manuscript name Rhipdura borealis, may also have type 
status for Rhipidura picata Gould; many of Lafresnaye’s 
specimens were originally from the Gould Collection. 

Two J.T. Cockerell specimens from the F.D. Godman 
Collection at Tring (1881.11.7.538 and 539) are also marked 
Port Essington; indeed the latter has a tiny label bearing 
“140. P.E.”. These localities must, however, be regarded 
with suspicion. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 5b) run as 
follows: 

“This must be considered as a rare bird, and perhaps 
only an accidental visitor in this part of Australia, 
untill [sic] my arrival not one had ever been seen or 
shot since the formation of the settlement, and during 
my eight months wanderings, I only saw three pair, 
and all these immediately after my arrival. ” 
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In his Ornithological Notes (QML, page 259) Gilbert 

noted that the bird was 

“...very like Rhipidura motacilloides but is much less 
in all its proportions, and in its habits and manners 
much more shy and retired; and may be considered 
a rare bird on the Cobourg Peninsular [sic], ” 

The CSIRO survey found the Willie Wagtail in small 

numbers in the dry season, but none in the wet. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1881.5.1.1255. Collected by John Gilbert at Record Point 
on 25 July 1840. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Syntype’ 
of Rhipidura picata Gould, 1848 by Warren (1971: 436) = 
syntype. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.‘‘I08" (this number is a “ Numenius" in the 
Register and probably should be .68, which is registered 
as "Rhipidura"). Adult. [Collected by Captain William 
Chambers] at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.17. Adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845], Jukes Collection. Incorrectly 
labelled “ Seisura volitans" by MacGillivray and listed as 
such in the Register. 

MCZ 88457 (Lafresnaye no. 4249). Ex mount. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Syntype of 
Lafresnaye’s manuscript name Rhipidura borealis, may 
also have type status for Rhipidura picata Gould, 1848. 

MCZ 89003 (Lafresnaye no. 4248). Ex mount. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Syntype of 
Lafresnaye's manuscript name Rhipidura borealis, may 
also have type status for Rhipidura picata Gould, 1848. 

ANWC M. Collected at Reef Point Lagoon, 12 August 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 162). 


PASSERIFORMES: DICRUR1DAE 
Spangled Drongo 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Dicrurus balicassius ” 

Current name: Dicrurus bracteatus Gould, 1843. 

John Gould's original description of Dicrurus bracteatus 
(Gould 1843b: 132) gave the location for the birds in front 
of him as “ eastern and northern coasts of Australia”, so in 
theory all the specimens collected in Australia by Gilbert 
or others up to that time, including by Gould himself, 
are probable syntypes. The type series could therefore 
include such specimens as one in NML (D.2276s) from 
New South Wales, which does fit the original description. 
However, Stone’s lectotype was incorrectly recorded in his 
list of John Gould’s types (1913:179) as being from “New 
South Wales [= Queensland]”; this bird is in fact labelled 
with the locality “Port Essington” and that is also what is 
recorded in the Verreaux Catalogue. Accordingly, the name 
Dicrurus bracteatus Gould must replace Dicrurus baileyi 
Mathews 1912 for the Arnhem Land form of the Spangled 
Drongo, leaving the central east Australian form un-named 
at present (Richard Schodde pers. comm.). Another of the 
three specimens in ANSP from Port Essington (ANSP268, 
see specimen list below) may also be from the type series 
for Dicrurus bracteatus Gould. 


Gould’s entry for this bird in the Handbook to the birds 
of Australia (1865) gives credit to Gilbert for his notes on 
the Spangled Drongo (CUL Gould Collection Box 5e) and 
quotes extensively from Gilbert’s remarks on the bird’s 
behaviour and breeding activity. Gilbert found five nests 
at Port Essington on 16 November [1840], all with young; 
the nests were made from the dry, wiry stalks of a common 
parasitic plant, and were secreted at least thirty feet up in the 
trees. Birds of this species were one of the commonest seen 
on the Cobourg Peninsula, and were notable for their varied 
flight and voice - the usual note was “a loud, disagreably 
harsh, cackling or creaking whistle ...” 

The CSIRO survey found the Spangled Drongo common 
in all habitats, but the bird showed a decided preference for 
monsoon forest. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 265 (Verreaux No. 644). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Does not fit the 
original description of Dicrurus bracteatus Gould, 1843. 
ANSP 267 (Verreaux No. 643). F. Port Essington (not “New South 
Wales [= Queensland]” as in Stone and Mathews 1913) 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ 
of Dicrurus bracteatus Gould, 1843 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 179) = lectotype. 

ANSP 268 (Verreaux No. 641). M, tail missing. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Possibly from the 
type series of Dicrurus bracteatus Gould. 1842. 

BMNH 1837.5.12 “84” [should be .82], Immature. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.“30” (“bonus'' in the Register. The number should 

probably be 1842.1.13.80, in the Register as “ Edolius ”). 
Immature. Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port 
Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.81. Adult. Collected by Captain WilliamChambers 

at Port Essington [ 1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 
BMNH 1845.5.21.27. Adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.12. Male, immature. Collected at Port Essington 
[1843-1845]. Jukes Collection. 

AM A.4725. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with 
Nagpur [Museum] 1881. 

AM A.4726. M, immature. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 
1994 or 1999 (Walter Boles pers. comm. 2004). 

AM A.4727. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994 or 
1999 (Walter Boles pers. comm. 2004). 

AM A.4728. F, immature. Collected by Alexander Morton at 
Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Located in 1999 
(Walter Boles pers. comm. 2004). 

PMNH 2M. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Two Hills Bay, 18 
and 21 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 4M; IF. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 7-23 July 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 173). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 

1974:173). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 22 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 173). 

ANWC M. Collected at Aiton Bay, 12 July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 
1974:173). 

ANWC F. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 14 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 173). 


175 


C. Fisher and J. Calaby 


PASSERIFORMES: MONARCHIDAE 

Black-faced Monarch 

Current name: Monarcha melanopsis (Vieillot, 1818). 

Note that two specimens of Black-faced Monarch in the 
Gould Collection in the ANSP (ANSP 1083, female and 
1084, immature male) are listed and labelled as being from 
Port Essington. This monarch does not occur on the north 
coast of Australia and it is assumed that the specimens are 
from the Port Essington Expedition (i.e. from Queensland, 
collected during the Leichhardt Expedition of 1844-1845). 
John Gilbert does refer to collecting at least one specimen 
of Monarcha carinata (= Monarcha melanopsis) in his 
diary of this expedition (MLS, Sydney, vol. 2: 39, entry for 
3 March 1845), when the members of the expedition were 
travelling north on the Isaacs River. 

Australian Magpie-lark 

Listed by Gilbert as "Grallina melanoleucos ” 

Current name: Grallina cyanoleuca (Latham, 1802). 

The Magpie-lark was found to be common in the dry 
season by Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974), 
but disappeared in the wet, when it apparently moves 
inland. The bird would not therefore have been abundant 
during the months (July to March) when Gilbert was at 
Port Essington. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 6b) for 
“Grallina bicolor" (33) confirm this: 

“The Grallina bicolor I take to be only an occasional 
visitor to this part of the Peninsula; on my arrival in 
July they were tolerably abundant, in the immediate 
vicinity of Lakes and Swamps but from the t ime of 
the setting in of the rainy season in November, to the 
time of my leaving in March not an individual was 
to be seen in any part of the country immediately 
adjacent to the Settlement ...” 

From this entry for “ Grallina melanoleucos ” on his list, 
it seems that Gilbert did collect specimens on the northern 
coast. Gould in fact stated in the Handbook to the birds 
of Australia (1865, vol. 1: 188) that he had birds from 
Port Essington as well as other localities, such as Western 
Australia-an area from where Gilbert had made long notes 
about the Magpie-lark. The only Magpie-larks in the Gould 
Collection at ANSP are from New South Wales, so it seems 
Gilbert’s Port Essington material of this species has not yet 
been found, or is missing. 

Specimens: 

BMNH No number (probably 1842.1.13.87). M, adult. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington [ 1839-1841]. 
[Chambers Collection]. 

PMNH 41736. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Two Hills Bay, 
23 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

PMNH 41735. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington 
on 24 June 1954. Parsons Collection. (Not mentioned 
in Frith and Hitchcock 1974, but they seem to have mis¬ 
appropriated this bird as Cracticus argenteus: see entry for 
that species). 



Fig. 131. The holotype of Myiagra grisea Pucheran 1853, from the 
voyage of the Astrolabe and Zelee, which was presumably collected at 
Port Essington in April 1839 (MNHN 9354). This name is a synonym 
of the Leaden Flycatcher subspecies Mviagm rubecula concinna 
Gould 1848. © Museum national d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 

ANWC 4M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 14 July to 13 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974:173-174). 

ANWC M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 14 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 173-174). 

Leaden Flycatcher 

Listed by Gilbert as “Myiagra (New species) ” 

Current name: Myiagra rubecula concinna Gould, 
1848. 

Gould described Myiagra concinna in both his original 
description (given in 1847; Gould 1848a: 221) and in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 90) as 
being from “north-western Australia”, but this locality was 
restricted by Mathews (1930: 500) to Port Essington. All 
three of the specimens in the Gould Collection at ANSP 
were listed as being from that locality, and it is obvious 
that Gould’s descriptions were taken from Gilbert's notes 
from his time at the settlement. Gould included an account 
of the plumage of both sexes in his type description, but 
only gave one set of measurements. 

Gould's description of Myiagra concinna was made so 
long after Gilbert had collected the first specimens in 1840, 
that the latter left for his second expedition to Australia 
having only attached the name “ Myiagra —” to his notes 
on this species (QML, Ornithological Notes: 256). These 
notes are a precis of those Gilbert had written out (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 5a) as an aide for Gould to be able to 
compile the entry for “The Pretty Flycatcher” in The birds 
of Australia (issued with part 31 in June, 1848). Indeed 
Gould copied Gilbert’s notes almost exactly, including his 
observation that the Leaden Flycatcher inhabited dense 
mangroves and thickets adjacent to swamps, and was very 
shy and retiring. 

ANSP probably holds the types of Myiagra concinna, as 
well as an immature Gould Collection bird (see specimen 
list below), but a pair of Leaden Flycatchers collected at 
Port Essington was also obtained from Gould by the 13th 
Earl of Derby. The female, collected by Gilbert from the 
colony in July 1840, is still extant and is quite a good match 
for Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia, although, unlike 
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Gould’s description, the white of the abdomen does blend 
in with the rusty red of the breast. The male bird from the 
Liverpool collections, also collected at Port Essington, is 
unfortunately missing. A Port Essington bird in the Gould 
Collection at the N1IM (Tring outstation) is marked as a 
male, but is probably an immature and does not match the 
plumage details described by Gould (1848a). There is also 
an adult male Leaden Flycatcher, received from Gould, in 
the collections of the NMV; this may also be part of the 
type series of Myiagra concinna. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Orig. 

Descript. 

ANSP 

1041 

ANSP 

1042 

LIVM 
D.2115s 

NMV B. 16474 

Total 

length 

5'/4 

5Vs 

5 i/s 

5'A (estimated 
as head is 
bent down) 

6 

Bill 

1/2 

Vs 

Vs 

’/is 

Vs 

Wing 

3 

3 

3 

2Va 

2Va 

Tail 

2V4 

2Vs 

2 9 /l6 

2Va 

2'h 

Tarsus 

Vs 

Vs 

Va 

Vs 

9/16 


Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) noted 

that this bird was common in both wet and dry seasons in 

most habitats. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 1041 [not 1141 as in Stone (1913) and Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957)] (Verreaux No. 1127). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of 
Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 159) = lectotype. Designated ‘Cotype’ of 
Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957:214) = lectotype. 

ANSP 1042 [not 1142 as in Meyer de Schauensee (1957)] 
(Verreaux No. 1141). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Colype’ of Myiagra 
concinna Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 214) 
= paralcctolype. 

ANSP 1043 (Verreaux No. 1142). F? Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH I842.I.13.‘‘55“ (This is a Cuculus in the Register; it should 
probably be 1842.1.13.65, as listed in the Register for 
“Myiagra"). Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 
at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.64. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection (wrongly attributed to Gould on the label). 

BMNH 1842.1.13.66 is entered in the Register as “ Myiagra ” and 
was probably the missing third specimen of “Myiagra 
concinna ” (= Myiagra ntbectila concinna) listed as 
Chambers Collection in Catalogue of the birds of the 
British Museum vol. iv: 375. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.1267. Marked as M, is probably immature. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.2115s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington on 
17 July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. Possibly 
from the type series of Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848. 

LIVM D.I977. M. Victoria, Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 
Possibly from the type series of Myiagra concinna Gould, 
1848. Missing (information from the Stock Book). 


MCZ Lafresnaye no 4218, scrapbook label for “Myiagra 

concinna". M, adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848. Specimen not found in 
1999, and not listed on MCZ database. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no 4216, scrapbook label for “Myiagra 

plumbea". M, adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. Possibly from the type series 
of Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848. Specimen not found in 
1999, and not listed on MCZ database. 

MNHN No. 93(75)4 and 420 (Fig. 131). M. [Holo]typc of Myiagra 
grisea Pucheran 1853. From the voyage of the Astrolabe 
and Zelee, so presumably collected at Port Essington in 
April 1839. 

NMV B. 16474. M, skin. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 

Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of Myiagra 
concinna Gould, 1848. 

USNM M. Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, 22 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 406). 

PMNI I 39108. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 24 June 1954 (collection no. 335). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M7; M. Collected at Danger Point, 9 and 10 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 162). 

ANWC 2M; 3F (2 immature); 2 unsexed. Collected at Base Camp 
and environs, 12 July to 12 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 162). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 17 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 

1974: 162). 

ANWC F. Collected at Port Stewart, 19 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 162). 

ANWC M; unsexed. Collected at Black Point, 22 and 27 February 
1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 162). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 16 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 162). 

Broad-hilled Flycatcher 

Also listed by Gilbert as "Myiagra (New species) ” 
Current name: Myiagra ruficollis mimikae Ogilvie-Grant, 
1911. 

The race of the Broad-billed Flycatcher that inhabits 
the coastal regions of north Australia, as well as the Torres 
Strait Islands and parts of southern New Guinea, was named 
Myiagra latirostris by John Gould (1841b). However, 
this name is pre-occupicd in Myiagra by M. latirostris 
Swainson, and so the synonym Myiagra mimikae Ogilvie- 
Grant, 1911 (based on specimens from the Mimika River 
in New Guinea) is now used (also see Ogilvie-Grant 1915: 
145). 

Gould staled in his type description of Myiagra 
latirostris that the single specimen he had in front of him 
had been collected by John Dring from the north-west 
coast of Australia (probably the Kimberley region). In 
The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 92) 
Gould listed two specimens in his collection - the bird from 
Dring (locality here amended to “the north coast”) and one 
from Port Essington, collected by Gilbert. However, both 
specimens in the Gould Collection now in ANSP (ANSP 
1054 and 1053) are catalogued and labelled as coming from 
Port Essington. According to Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
215), the Dring specimen is ANSP 1054. 
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Gould in his text in The birds of Australia reported that “«o 
notes accompanied the specimens ” and indeed there appears 
to be no manuscript notes for this species amongst Gilbert’s 
papers at CUL (Gould Collection). Gilbert’s Ornithological 
Notes (QML, page 255) record the Broad-billed Flycatcher 
under the name Myiagraplatirostris; Gilbert had later erased 
the first letter of the species name. This entry only gives 
details of plumage and measurements. 

The Broad-billed Flycatcher was included by Frith and 
Hitchcock {in Frith and Calaby 1974: 111) in the table listing 
those birds recorded by Gould from Gilbert’s collection, but 
not seen by CSIRO staff (who did not extensively search the 
mangrove swamps of the Cobourg Peninsula, and thus failed 
to record several of the species which inhabit them). 
Specimens: 

ANSP 1054 (Verreaux No. 1139). M. Registered and labelled as 
being from Port Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Gould 
Collection. Designated ‘Holotype’ of Myiagra latirostris 
Gould. 1841 by Meyer deSchauensec(l957:215)=holotype 
(but if this is the Dring specimen, the collecting locality 
should be the north-west coast, not Port Essington). 

ANSP 1053 (Verreaux No. 1140). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.[21.?]. F, adult. [Collected by Dr Sibbald] at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

MCZ 89277 (Lafresnaye no. 4219). Possibly collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. 

Shining Flycatcher 

Listed by Gilbert as "Piezorhynchus (?nitidus) New 
species ” 

Current name: Myiagra alecto melvillensis (Mathews, 
1912). 

Gould’s name Piezorhynchus nitidus (Gould 1841b), 
based on birds from the “North-west coast” is pre-occupied 
in Myiagra by Myiagra nitida Gould, 1838, a synonym 
of Myiagra cyanoleuca (Vieillol). Thus Mathews’s name 
Myiagra alecto melvillensis is now used for Shining 
Flycatchers from the north-west and mid-north coast 
of Australia. This subspecies also intergrades with the 
Queensland form of the Shining Flycatcher Myiagra 
alecto wardelli (Mathews, 1911) on Cape York Peninsula 
(Schodde and Mason 1999: 515). 

Gould used Gilbert’s notes in detail in his text for 
Piezorhynchus nitidus in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 2: plate 88) - for, as he said, he had not seen 
the bird himself in its native haunts. Gould’s account 
includes comprehensive details about the nest of the 
Shining Flycatcher that Gilbert had added in tiny writing 
to his original sheet for Piezorhynchus nitidus (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 5a), as if he had looked at the nest again 
and decided it warranted further details: 

“I found several nests of this bird, it is cuplike, 
beautifully and ingeniously formed, the upper side 
or opening is brought to a sharp edge, and being 
lined with a strong wiry thread like fibrous root is 
nearly so firm as if done with wire. The whole nest 


is veiy compactly put together, and mostly placed in 
an upright fork of a dead branch, the nest is formed 
of strips of a stringy bark of an Eucalyptus, bound 
firmly together on the outside with vegetable fibres, 
and in some instances cobwebs are mixed in. Alt 
over the outside of the nest is attached small pieces 
of bark resembling portions of lichens, some of them 
hanging by a single thread, and these moving about 
with evety breath of air. ” 

A nest listed in the Register at the NHM (Tring 
outstation) was almost certainly one of those which Gilbert 
collected (although it has yet to be found), and their single 
egg of Myiagra alecto (BMNH 1962.1.130) may have been 
from this nest. 

Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 215-216) claimed the 
holotype of Piezorhynchus nitidus to be ANSP 3349, a male 
from Port Essington. Apart from the two adult males in MCZ 
(which may have originally been in the Gould Collection), 
this specimen is the only adult male in all-black plumage (as 
was specified in the original description) amongst Gould’s 
Port Essington material in any of the museum collections 
listed below - the only other adult male in the collections 
in ANSP is one from the Rivoli Collection. However, the 
supposed type status of ANSP 3349, considering its attached 
locality, must be treated with caution. Gould specified in 
his original description (1841b: 171) that the type locality 
was the “North-west coast”, a tenn that he commonly used 
for the coast of the Kimberley region. The only specimen 
now in the ANSP collections with collecting data that is 
similar to Gould’s type locality is ANSP 1073, which has 
no Verreaux Number and must have been received by 
ANSP from Gould after than the main collection arrived 
in 1849. This specimen is labelled “Sp. procured by one of 
the Officers of the surveying expedition in the North Coast 
of Australia. Locality?” but unfortunately it is an immature 
male and does not match Gould’s original description. 

In his original description of Piezorhynchus nitidus 
Gould stated that he had only one specimen before him, 
collected by John Dring of the Beagle , but later he must 
have also incorporated the likeness of at least one of the 
specimens collected by Gilbert in his The birds of Australia 
plate, as this depicts a male and female (1840-1848, vol. 
2: plate 88, published in a part issued in 1844). The two 
specimens collected by Gilbert that are now in NML match 
Gould’s plate well. A Port Essington specimen now in the 
Gould Collection in NMV may also have been collected 
by Gilbert. 

The CSIRO survey found the bird widespread but never 
common. It was mostly found in paperbark swamps, but 
also in mangroves and open woodland. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 3349 (Verreaux No. 1117). M, adult. “Port Essington” 
[collected 1838-1847] but if it is Gould's type, then it was 
collected by John Dring on the north-west coast [1838-1839], 
Gould Collection. Designated ‘Holotype’ of Piezorhynchus 
nitidus Gould 1841 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 215). 
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ANSP 1070 (Verreaux No. 1118). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 1071 (Verreaux No. 1125). F (young M. in catalogue). Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 3348. Male, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1846], 
Rivoli Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.69. F (M in Register). Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNF1 1842.1.13.70. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNFI 1843.4.4.4L Nest listed in Register, cannot be found at 
present. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

BMNFI 1845.5.21.26. M. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington 
[1838-1844], Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.28. M. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington 
[1838-1844], Sibbald Collection, 

BMNH 1846.10.14.19. M, immature. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1962.1.130 (Probably originally 1884.11.20.381, 
“Piezorhynchus nitidus"). 1 egg. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849], Wilson Collection. 

LIVM D.1974a. F. Collected by John Gilbert at West Bay, 10 
September 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via 
John Gould. 

LIVM D.5481s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Knocker Bay, 10 
February 1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby [via 
John Gould]. 

LIVM D.5525s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, December 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 
186). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, received from 
MacGillivray on 3 September 1846. 

NMINH 2003.51.1915. M, Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection, 
via Trinity College, Dublin. 

NMINH 2003.51.1917. M, Skin. Port Essington. Crawford Collection, 
via Trinity College, Dublin. 

MCZ 85033 (Lafresnaye no. 4275). M, blue-black adult, ex 
mount. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye 
Collection. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 4276. F. Label in scrapbook, but specimen 
missing. Lafresnaye Collection. 

MCZ 89007 (Lafresnaye no. 4274). M, blue-black adult, ex 
mount. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye 
Collection. 

NMV 22313. M, adult. Mount. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Gould Collection, received 1859. 

AM A.4530. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4732. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. No original 
label. 

AM A.4733. M, subadult. Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, January 1879. Morton Collection. No 
original label. 

AM A.4734. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 
January 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

AM A.4735. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

January 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 12 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 163). 

ANWC 3M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, II July to 6 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 163). 

ANWC F. Collected at Point Priest, 8 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 163). 

ANWC F. Collected at Caiman Creek, 2 March 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 163). 

ANWC F. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 9 July 1968 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 163). 


Restless Flycatcher 

Current name: Myiagra inquieta (Latham, 1802). 

This bird was not recorded at Port Essington by John 
Gilbert, and no specimens seem to have been collected 
there, but Dominic Serventy saw a Restless Flycatcher 
on Danger Point on 8 August 1961, and heard another on 
11 August 1961 (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974:163). 

PASSERIFORMES: ARTAMIDAE 

Black Butcherbird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Gymnorhina (New species) ” 
( "Cracticus ” deleted) ”. 

Current name: Cracticus quoyi spaldingi Ramsay, 
1878. 

E.P. Ramsay did not describe Cracticus spaldingi until 
35 years alter John Gilbert had first collected individuals of 
this subspecies of the Black Butcherbird, as the Australian 
form was long thought to be conspecific with New Guinean 
Cracticus quoyi quoyi. John Gould stated in his entry for 
Cracticus quoyi in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 
2: text to plate 53) that he and Temminck had looked at 
specimens of the Black Butcherbird from both Australia 
and New Guinea and had decided that they were identical. 
Single specimens of Cracticus quoyi spaldingi collected 
by Gilbert are in the collections in NML and RMNH, and 
he probably also collected the two which are now in ANSP 
(all are listed below). Gilbert did have his own thoughts 
on the uniqueness of the form of bird he had collected, 
however, and had labelled the NML specimen '“’Cracticus 
New”, and indeed had recorded it as "Gymnorhina (New 
species)” on his list of Birds observed inhabiting the 
Cobowg Peninsula. 

Gilbert made long notes on the Black Butcherbird in 
his manuscript (CUL Gould Collection Box 6b), most of 
which Gould copied for the text for Cracticus quoyi in The 
birds of Australia - he included Gilbert’s observation that 
he only ever saw the bird in the darkest and thickest parts of 
the mangroves, where they searched for crabs amongst the 
roots. Although difficult to see under these circumstances, 
the birds could be located by their frequent and monotonous 
call, which sounded exactly like their Aboriginal name, 
Mol=gol=ga. 

Gould did not include the last sentence of Gilbert’s 
notes, however, which gave useful information about his 
specimens, viz: 

"Although this is an extremely abundant species, 
with the exception of one specimen, my four are 
the only ones [to have] been killed, the places they 
inhabit, being so difficult andfatiguing for a person 
to move around in. ” 

Gilbert’s four must be the ANSP, RMNH and LIVM 
specimens listed below, the other he mentioned being 
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Dr Sibbald’s specimen which is now in the NHM (Tring 
outstation). 

In Gilbert’s Ornithological Notes (QML, page 128) 
this bird is recorded under Cracticus nitidus, although he 
later amended the specific name in pencil to “ Quoyii ” [sic]. 
This entry is not nearly as extensive as his notes that are 
now in CUL. 

The CSIRO survey staff agreed whole-heartedly with 
Gilbert on the difficulty of collecting the Black Butcherbird, 
spending days wading through mangrove swamps just to try 
and see one. They heard a few calls and saw something that 
might have been Cracticus quoyi, but which could equally 
as well have been a Drongo. Lindner finally secured their 
one specimen near an isolated Aboriginal camp, where 
Black Butcherbirds appeared to have become quite tame. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 15437 (Verreaux No. 1297). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Missing (1994 and 1996). 
ANSP 15436 (Verreaux No. 1298). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Cracticus quoyi” No. I. Adult. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.29. (Male in Register), immature. Collected by Dr. 

Sibbald at Port Essington [1838-1844] Sibbald Collection. 
LI VM D.532. M. Collected by John Gilbert at East Bay, 22 January 

1841. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould 
in November, 1841. 

ANWC Adult. Collected at Cape Don, 14 September 1969 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 175). 

Silver-backed Butcherbird 

Current name: Cracticus argenteus Gould, 1841. 

Note that Christidis and Boles (2008) consider that 
further studies need to be done on the relationship between 
Cracticus argenteus and the Grey Butcherbird Cracticus 
torquatus (Latham, 1801), and recommend that in the 
meantime the Kimberley and Arnhem Land populations 
of this form should both be treated as Cracticus torquatus 
argenteus. 

The only other butcherbird which potentially exists on 
the Cobourg Peninsula is the Silver-backed Butcherbird 
Cracticus argenteus. However, these birds are local and 
limited to tall eucalptus forest away from the mangroves 
in the Top End (Richard Schodde pers. comm.). Cracticus 
argenteus was described by John Gould in 1840 (Gould 
1841c) from material Gould specified had been collected 
by “Captain Gray” from the “north-west coast of Australia”. 
This referred to Lieutenant George Grey (later Sir George 
Grey, Governor of South Australia) who collected many 
bird specimens at Hanover Bay in the Kimberley region 
of northern Western Australia in 1836 and 1837. In his 
Handbook of the birds of Australia (1865, vol. 1: 183), 
Gould stated that he had another specimen before him, 
a bird collected by Benjamin Bynoe on the north coast 
of Australia. Bynoe’s bird was also probably from the 
Kimberley region (see Mees 1983). 


Gould’s name is now applied to the nominate subspecies 
Cracticus argenteus argenteus , of the north-eastern part 
of Western Australia. However, Witmer Stone’s 1913 
‘Type’ of Cracticus argenteus (ANSP 15452) is marked 
“P. Essington”, both in the Verreaux Catalogue and on 
the attached label, as is another Gould Collection Silver- 
backed Butcherbird in the ANSP collections (ANSP 
15451). If this locality was correct, then these two birds 
would be of the Northern Territory form, which is treated 
by some as Cracticus argenteus colletii Mathews, 1912. 
Gilbert, however, made no record in his notes (QML, 
Ornithological Notes: 128) that he had collected this bird at 
Port Essington (referring to its locality as the “North-west 
coast of Australia”) and from past experience it is obvious 
that many specimens from the north-west coast have been 
mislabelled “Port Essington”. It is therefore possible that 
the adult male ANSP 15452 listed below is Gould's type 
of Cracticus argenteus (i.e. George Grey’s specimen), 
and is therefore from northern Western Australia, not Port 
Essington-although Mees (1983: 124) considered that the 
measurements did not seem right for that form. The two 
specimens in ANSP need investigation. 

There is another complication: in her Type-specimens 
of birds in the British Museum (Natural History) (1971: 
34-35) Rachel Warren listed a Gould Collection specimen, 
collected by “Captain Grey” (BMNH 1875.11.8.14) as a 
syntype of Cracticus argenteus , she considered that Stone’s 
“Type” was another syntype. The bird in the collections 
at Tring is. however, an immature which does not match 
Gould's type description of Cracticus argenteus and the 
holotype may in fact be lost (Mees 1983). 

A “ Barita destructor ” from "Port Essington” is entered 
in the Registerofthe MN11N (Charles Bonaparte Collection 
1858, no. 610) but unfortunately this bird was exchanged 
with the “Musee de Douai” and cannot now be checked 
to see whether it really was a Northern Territory form of 
Cracticus argenteus. However, the MNHN Registers also 
record a "''Cracticus tibicen ” from Port Essington, but the 
Australian Magpie is not known from that area. Again, this 
bird (Charles Bonaparte Collection 1858. no 605) cannot be 
investigated, as it was given to the “Musee de Marseille”. 
Both records must be considered dubious. 

A specimen of the Silver-backed Butcherbird was 
recorded as having been collected at Port Essington by 
David Parsons on 24 June 1954, according to Frith and 
Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974: 174). However, the 
only Silver-backed Butcherbird specimens from the Parsons 
Collection seen by Clem Fisher on her visit to the PMNI I 
in 1999 were three collected at Canugra, Queensland. On 
re-checking the collection in May 1999, Paul Whitehead 
found a specimen of Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca 
(PMNI141735) collected at Port Essington on 24 June 1954, 
which had originally been identified as Cracticus argenteus. 
The Frith and Calaby reference must have therefore been a 
mistake; they had probably checked the PMNI I Register, 
rather than the collection, for birds of this species. 
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In conclusion, it appears unlikely that the Silver-backed 
Butcherbird occurs in the Port Essington area. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 15452 (Verreaux No. 1285). M. Port Essington [if so, then 
collected 1838-1847] [but probably from the Kimberley 
division ofnorth-west Western Australia], Gould Collection. 
Designated ‘Type’ of Cracticus argenteus Gould, 1841 by 
Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 168) = lectolype. 

ANSP 15451 (Verreaux No. 1286). M, immature. Port Essington 
[il so, then collected 1838-1847] [but probably from the 
Kimberley division of north-west Western Australia]. 
Gould Collection. 

Pied Butcherbird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Cracticus (Newspecies) ” (“ Vanga ” 
deleted) ” 

Current name: probably Cracticus uigrogularis (Gould, 
1837). 

Schodde and Tidemann (1993) considered that the 
Pied Butcherbird was monospecific, but Schodde has 
more recently decided (pers. comm. 1998, also see 
Schodde and Mason 1999: 543) to bring back the name 
Cracticus uigrogularispicatus Gould, 1848, to cover Pied 
Butcherbirds inhabiting the area from Western Australia to 
the Northern Territory. 

John Gould’s original description of Cracticus picatus 
was read before the Zoological Society of London in 
February 1848 and published in its Proceedings on 14 
November 1848, two weeks before part 34 of Gould’s 
The birds of Australia (which included his account of this 
butcherbird) was published ( The birds of Australia vol. 2: 
text to plate 50. issued on 1 December 1848). Mathews 
(1930: 654) and Mayr and Greenway (in Peters 1931- 
1987 (1962), vol. 15:167) both incorrectly gave part 34 of 
The birds of Australia as having date priority. In both his 
accounts, Gould described Cracticus picatus as a “miniature 
representative” of Cracticus uigrogularis. 

John Gilbert’s notes for this bird (CUL Gould Collection 
Box 6a) were written under the name “ Tanga uigrogularis? 
(51).” Gould quoted them almost verbatim in his account 
in The birds of Australia, including Gilbert’s observation 
of the bird's shyness and preference for secluded parts of 
the wood, and its “loud, discordant, organ-pipe-like voice”. 
Gilbert recorded the total length of this bird as 12 inches in 
both his sets of notes - those now in CUL and those in QML 
(Ornithological Notes'. 129) - whereas Gould recorded this 
length as 10 inches in his Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London description. Both Gould and Gilbert’s 
sets of measurements, and those of all the possible type 
specimens listed in the table below, are shorter than the 
value given by Schodde and Tidemann (1993: 610) for the 
Pied Butcherbird (320-360 mm = 12’/ 2 -14 inches). 

A Gilbert specimen now in NML(D.266ls) was labelled 
by him as “an undescribed species. 51” and is potentially 
a type, but the bird is in immature plumage (with much 
brown feathering and no white collar) and does not match 
the original description. Of two Pied Butcherbirds now in 


the Gould Collection at RMNH (both labelled Cracticus 
cassicus, the name given to the New Guinea Butcherbird), 
the male may have type status for Gould’s name Cracticus 
picatus but the plumage of the female does not fit the type 
description. The type series for C. picatus probably includes 
at least some of the Gould Collection Pied Butcherbirds 
now in ANSP, and could additionally include an adult bird 
now in the MIINH collections (although this is very big 
compared to the type measurements). The two scrapbook 
labels for “ Cracticus picatus” might be from two MCZ Pied 
Butcherbird specimens with no data; it would also be worth 
checking these against the type description for C. picatus. 

Of those in ANSP, Stone’s “Type” (female ANSP 15444, 
in Stone and Mathews 1913) best matches the measurements 
in Gould’s original description in Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society of London, but both this bird and Meyer 
de Schauensee’s “Holotype” (male ANSP 15442, see Meyer 
de Schauensee 1957) were undoubtedly originally syntypes. 
The female, with the shorter bill, is the model for the lower 
bird in Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 2: plate 50). 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 
(measurements in brackets are in mm) 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

descript. 

ANSP 

15442. 

M. 

ANSP 

15444. 

F. 

RMNH 

Cat.45. M 

MNHN 

C. Bonaparte 
Colin., No 606. 

Total length 

10 

10'A 

10'/4 

Mtd. 

(approx. 

12'A) 

11 Vs (295) 

Bill 

P/4 

Pit 

l'A 

2 

l 9 /i6 (40) 

Wing 

6 

6V.6 

6'/s 

7Vs (left) 
7'A (right) 

6Vi6 (157) 

Tail 

4Vr 

4'/2 

4V4 

6 5 /s 

5'A (133) 

Tarsus 

l'A 

I'k 

lVl6 

1V« 

l 7 /i6 (36) 


CSIRO found the bird common at all times and places 

in Eucalyptus woodland. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 15442 (Verreaux No. 1282). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Holotype” of 
Cracticus picatus Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957: 222) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 15443 (Verreaux No. 1284). Immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Not listed by 
Stone (1913) or Meyer de Schauensee (1957) as a type of 
Cracticus picatus Gould. 1848. 

ANSP 15444 (Verreaux No. 1283). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of 
Cracticus picatus Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913:168) = lectotype. 

BMNH Nonumbcrexcept“No. 12”, possibly should be 1842.1.13.86, 
in Register as ''Cracticus". M, adult. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841]. 
[Chambers Collection], 

BMNH 1846.10.14.15. M, adult. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington [1843-1845]. Jukes Collection. 

L1VM D.2661s. M, immature. Collected by John Gilbert at 
Victoria, Port Essington, 11 December 1840. Collection of 
the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 
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RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Cracticus cassicus ” No. 45. M Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of Cracticus 
picatus Gould, 1848. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Cracticus cassicus ” No. 46. F. Mount. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841]. 
Gould Collection. 

MNHN Charles Bonaparte Collection 1858. no 606. Adult. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Probably from the type 
series of Cracticus picatus Gould, 1848. Removed to the 
type cabinets in 2000. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 5416. Scrapbook label for “'Cracticuspicatus 

Gould. Ad[ult]”. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], 
Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen could not be found in 
1999 but from the database could be Cracticus nigrogularis 
MCZ 32087 or 32088, which have no surviving data. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 5417. Scrapbook label for “ Cracticus 
picatus Gould. Jne [young]”. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen could not be 
found in 1999 but from the database could be Cracticus 
nigrogularis MCZ 32087 or32088, which have no surviving 
data. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 12 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974:174-175). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 8 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 174-175). 

White-breasted Woodswallovv 
Listed by Gilbert as "Ocypteras leucorhynchus ” 
Current name: Artamus leucorynchus leucopygialis 
Gould, 1842. 

John Gilbert recorded this bird on his Cobourg Peninsula 
species list as Ocypterus leucorhynchus [sic], the nominate 
subspecies. However, in his manuscript notes (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 5e), Gilbert has corrected the name Ocypterus 
leucorhynchus to Artamus leucopygialis. This was the name 
used by John Gould in a pan of The birds of Australia which 
was issued in 1842 (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 33), an 
account which stands as the original description of Artamus 
leucopygialis , the Australian form of the White-breasted 
Woodswallow - supposedly described from specimens lie 
had himself collected at the Namoi River in New South 
Wales in 1839. However, Gould’s account in The birds of 
Australia also mentions the localities of Port Essington and 
Coral Bay, although only with regard to nesting behaviour. 
Nevertheless, the inclusion of two immatures and a nest in 
Gould’s plate suggests that Gilbert’s specimens from Port 
Essington might also be part of the type series. 

Gilbert’s CUL notes include his statement that the 
favourite haunts of this woodswallow at Port Essington 
appeared to be small islands, or points, “well cloathed in 
trees ”, In the latter part of November 1840, he found two 
pairs of the birds breeding on a small island in Coral Bay, 
near the entrance to the harbour: 

"... at the time of my taking the two nests in 
November, I shot young birds, that must have been 
several weeks out of the nest, the parent birds were 
still feeding them ...” 


One of these young birds must be the specimen from 
this locality in the NML collections. It is almost in adult 
plumage but still with some speckling. 

Gilbert left much longer notes on this bird in his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, pages 109- 111), an account he 
illustrated by pasting-in a section of the bottom of Gould’s 
The birds of Australia plate (1840-1848, vol. 2: plate 33), 
which shows the adult bird and the nest: 

“... This species very much resembles in habits 
and manners the A. sordidus. in soaring to a great 
height and in huddling together on a single branch. 

Its favorite haunts appear to be the small mangrove 
Islands or Points ... On the north coast in the diy 
season, this species may be observed in all parts of 
the bush, and more particularly where the bush is on 
fire, it would almost appear as if they really delighted 
to be e[n]veloped in smoke as they are frequently 
observed flying through the thickest clouds rising 
from the bush. These birds were found breeding at 
Port Essington the latter part of November, the nests 
were formed of dried why grasses, very compactly 
made, and built in the thickly foliaged branches of 
the mangroves which were growing in the water 

The complete scene in the printed plate of Artamus 
leucopygialis in Gould’s The birds of Australia shows 
two young birds with both parents and the nest. In the 
accompanying text, Gould mentions the two nests Gilbert 
had obtained. He paraphrased Gilbert in saying that they 
were compactly formed of dried grass and fine plants from 
the beach, and were placed in a fork of a slender mangrove 
tree within fifteen feet of the water. Gould also described 
the eggs of the White-breasted Woodswallow, generally laid 
in a clutch of three, but did not specify a locality. However, 
Gould’s description was probably in part based on Gilbert’s 
notes, and in part on an egg of this species now in the NHM 
(Tringoutstation)-this is labelled Port Essington, and was 
almost certainly collected by Gilbert. 

The CS1RO survey found the White-breasted 
Woodswallow to be common in small groups and flocks 
throughout the year. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 15468 (Vcrreaux No. 1031). Raffles Bay [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNII 1842.1.13.72. Immature. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1962.1.388 (probably originally 1885.3.1.1501), 'Artamus 
leucopygialis". 1 Egg. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849], Gould Collection. Possibly from the type series of 
Artamus leucopygialis Gould, 1842. 

LIVM D.2225s. Immature. Collected by John Gilbert at Coral Bay 
on 26 November 1840. Collection ofthe 13th Earl of Derby. 
Possibly from the type series of Artamus leucopygialis 
Gould, 1842. 

PMN1I 39050. F, “OG”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 1 July 1954 (collection no. 374). Parsons 
Collection. 
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PMNH 39051. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 21 June 1954 (collection no. 315). Parsons 
Collection. 

PMNH 39053. M, “TNE”. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington on 21 June 1954 (collection no. 316). Parsons 
Collection. 

AN WC IM; 4F. Collected from Base Camp and surroundings, from 

22 July to 11 August 1965 and on 26 February 1966 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 174). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 8 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 174). 

Black-faced Woodswallow 

Current name: Artamus cinereus Vieillot, 1817 

This species occurs on the Cobourg Peninsula according 
to the RAOU Atlas (1984), and other references such 
as Schodde and Mason (1999), but does not appear to 
have been recorded there by John Gilbert or subsequent 
collectors. Indeed Gilbert recorded in his Port Essington 
Expedition diary (volume 2, entry for 23 April 1845) that he 
had not seen Black-faced Woodswallovvs at Port Essington, 
but had recorded them while visiting Timor (he collected 
at least one specimen, female bird LIVM D.2224s, at 
“Copang” on 1 October 1840). 

There is a Black-faced Woodswallow at ANSP (ANSP 
15492 / Verreaux No. 1028) that is listed in the Verreaux 
Catalogue as being from Port Essington, but this is, 
however, actually from the Port Essington Expedition, and 
was collected by Gilbert at Peak Range Camp in Queensland 
in January 1845. This is a Gould syntype (= paralectotype) 
of Artamus albiventris (Gould 1847b, also see Gould’s The 
birds of Australia 1840-1848, vol 2: plate 30 and Meyer de 
Schauensee 1957: 219), which Sharpe renamed Artamus 
hypoleucus in 1890, but the specimen is now of doubtful 
taxonomic status (Schodde and Mason 1999: 567). 

Little Woodswallow 

Listed by Gilbert as “Ocypterus minor” 

Current name: Artamus minor Vieillot, 1817. 

John Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 5e) 
report that he only saw one pair of these birds at Port 
Essington, while travelling in the interior. He added that 
only a single specimen had been killed anywhere near the 
settlement. A short passage in his Ornithological Notes 
(QML, page 103) reiterates this statement of rarity. 

Gould, in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: 
text to plate 28), stated that he had received only two 
specimens from Port Essington; these must have been the 
two recorded below. 

None of the subsequent collectors (Morton, the 
American-Australian Expedition, or the CSIRO survey) 
recorded this bird on the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 15502 (Verreaux No. 1024). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.2226s (Fig. 132). M. Collected by John Gilbert “Interior” 
[from Port Essington], 16 August 1840. Collection of the 
13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould. 



Fig. 132. This is one of only two Little Woodswallovvs collected 
from the Cobourg Peninsula (LIVM D.2226s, a male). It was 
collected by John Gilbert in the “Interior, Port Essington” in August 
1840, presumably inland, away from Victoria and the shore of Port 
Essington inlet. The second specimen, a female, is in the Gould 
Collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and 
may be the “ single specimen ... killed ... near the settlement ” which 
Gilbert also mentioned in his manuscript notes. © National Museums 
Liverpool. 

PASSERIFORMES: CAMPEPIIAGIDAE 
Cicadabird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Graucalus tenuirostris ” 

Current name: Coracina tenuirostris melvillensis 
Mathews, 1912. 

As he did with the Black Butcherbird, Gould assumed 
all cicadabirds in Australia to be of one subspecies (the 
nominate), but the northern coast form has subsequently 
been separated subspecifically (Schodde and Mason 1999: 
574-576). 

Gilbert recorded that the Cicadabird was extremely shy 
and retiring, that it was alw'ays in the immediate vicinity 
of swamps or the mangroves, and that it appeared to be 
a solitary species, as he only ever saw single birds. It 
also seemed to be rare on the Cobourg Peninsula (CUL 
Gould Collection Box 6a). Gilbert further recorded that 
“it possesses a very singularly mournful cry which is 
occasionally changed to a harsh burring cty very slowly 
repeated' (QML, Ornithological Notes : 141). Gould 
paraphrased these notes, rather loosely, for the text for 
Campephagajardinii in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 2: text to plate 60). 

The Cicadabird was not recorded by any of the CSIRO 
surveys and Specht (1964: 397) considered it very rare in 
the northern parts of the Northern Territory. The American- 
Australian Scientific Expedition only ever recorded the 
birds in paperbark swamps. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 443 (Verreaux No. 722). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Registered and labelled as 
Campephagajardinii. 

ANSP 442 (Verreaux No. 724). M [immature]. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Listed and labelled 
as above. 
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MCZ 172265 (Lafresnaye no. 5212). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. 

AM A.4715. M, adult (recorded as F. in Frith and Hitchcock, in 
Frith and Calaby 1974:157). Collected by Alexander Morton 
at Port Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Original label 
missing. 

USNM M, subadult. Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, 
23 September 1948 (Specht 1964: 397). 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Listed by Gilbert as “Graucalus melanops" 

Current name: Coracina novaehollandiae melanops 
(Latham, 1802). 

Schodde and Tidemann (1993) and Schodde and 
Mason (1999) recognised only three of the four Australian 
subspecies of Coracina novaehollandiae listed in Peters’ 
Checklist of birds of the world (vol. 9, edited by Mayr 
and Greenway 1960). Thus Mathews’ Coracina novae¬ 
hollandiae didimus of northern Australia (Mathews 1912. 
Aust. Avian Rec. 1 (2): 42) became obsolete and instead 
the subspecies Coracina novaehollandiae melanops is now 
considered to inhabit this area as well as south and eastern 
Australia. According to Deignan (in Specht 1964), the 
characters thought by Mathews to be attributable to northern 
birds resulted from the specimen he designated as the type 
(a bird from Melville Island) having been immature. 

Gilbert found Graucalus melanops abundant in every 
part of the peninsula and adjacent islands (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 6a), although no material is directly 
attributable to him. The CSIRO survey also found the 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike to be common in every part of 
the Cobourg Peninsula and in all seasons. They were usually 
found in ones and twos. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 413 (Verreaux No. 1263). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.2240s. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington, October 1844 (MacGillivray’s field number 135). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (see Appendix 2). 
LIVM D.5534s. F. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington,October l844(MacGillivray’sfieldnumber 136). 
Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby (sec Appendix 2). 
USNM M. Collected by David H. Johnson at Cape Don, 22 
September 1948 (Specht 1964: 397). 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 17 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 156). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 16 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 156). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 16 August 1965 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 156). 

ANWC 2F, both immature. Collected at Base Camp, 20 July and 
6 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 156). 


White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 

Listed by Gilbert as “Graucalus albiventris (New species) ” 
Current name: Coracina papuensis hypoleuca (Gould, 
1848). 

Gilbert collected the first specimens of this bird, the 
north coast subspecies of the White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, 
at Port Essington. These birds are now in ANSP and NML, 


but only one of the specimens (ANSP 427) fits the original 
description in having black lores, not brown. Gilbert’s notes 
on the bird (CUL Gould Collection Box 6a, under “Graculus 
— (10)) were heavily annotated by Gould, who added notes 
on the whiteness of the underside and the way the birds fed 
on insects from the branches of the highest trees. Gould then 
used the entire modified text for his account of Graucalus 
hypoleucus in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: 
text to plate 57). Gilbert also listed this cuckoo-shrike under 
Graculus albiventris in his Ornithological Notes (QML, 
page 144). 

Gilbert noted how common the White-bellied Cuckoo- 
shrike was at Port Essington; it was often found flitting 
amongst branches overhanging the buildings of the 
settlement. To the members of the CSIRO survey, this bird 
was the most common cuckoo-shrike on the north coast. 
They found it in small groups of up to eight in every area 
of the Cobourg Peninsula that they visited. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 426 (Verreaux No. 1252). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [ 1840-1841]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 427 (Verreaux No. 1251). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] at 
Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated 
‘Type’ of Graitculus hypoleucus Gould, 1848 by Stone in 
Stone and Mathews (1913: 160) = lectotype. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.1641. Port Essington [collected 1839-1840], 
Presented by Captain Stanley, 16 October 1840. Gould 
Collection. 

Note that another three specimens in the BMNH 
(1881.5.1.1642; 1643; 1644) were catalogued as having been 
collected by George Grey at Port Essington, but are actually 
marked “N. Australia”. 

LIVM D.5533s. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington, 22 
July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould. 

MCZ 172268 (Lafresnaye no. 5189). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Possible type of 
Grauculus hypoleucus Gould, 1848 but not seen in 1999 
(however, it is entered on the MCZ database, and needs 
checking against the type deserption). 

ANWC F. Collected at Danger Point, 9 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 157). 

ANWC 2 unsexed; 2M (not breeding); 2F. Collected at Base Camp 
and environs, 8 July to 1 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974:157). 

ANWC M; F. Collected at Port Bremer, 15 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 157), 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 23 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 157). 

ANWC I unsexed;F. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 9 and 10 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 157). 


Varied Triller 

Listed by Gilbert as “Campephaga (Ceblepyris deleted) 
leucomela ” 

Current name: Lalage leucomela rufiventris (G.R. Gray, 
1846). 

The first four specimens of the Varied Triller listed 
in the table below must all have been collected before 
Campephaga rufiventris, the Arnhem Land form of the 
Varied Triller, was described in 1846 from specimens 
collected at Raffles Bay (G.R. Gray 1844-1849). Gould 
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obviously did not realise that his early material from Port 
Essington was of a form significantly different from Lcilage 
leucomela kant, the subspecies of Varied Triller from New 
Ireland - both his Varied Triller specimens now in ANSP had 
been labelled Campephaga karu. However, this oversight is 
not surprising, as Gould admitted in his entry for this latter 
name in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 2: text to 
plate 61) that he had only had Lesson’s figure of karu to refer 
to. The Gilbert specimen which is now in NML is labelled 
Ceblepyris leucomela , the old name for the subspecies of 
Varied Triller thought to be limited to southern Queensland 
and New South Wales. This latter name was that used by 
Gilbert in both sets of his manuscript notes (CUL Gould 
Collection Box 6a and QML, Ornithological Notes: 141) but 
in the Cambridge set this scientific name was later amended 
by Gould to read Ceblepyris karii [sic]. 

Gould, in The birds of Australia entry for Campephaga 
karu , quoted Gilbert’s observation that the Varied Triller 
was an inhabitant of thickets and mangroves, or the very 
thickly wooded parts of the forest. The CS1RO report (Frith 
and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 1974) mirrors Gilbert’s 
experiences with the bird as being a very shy and timid 
species, generally seen creeping around in pairs in the shelter 
of vegetation (QML, Ornithological Notes: 141). 
Specimens: 

ANSP 552 (Verreaux No. 718). M. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 555 (Verreaux No. 719). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.32. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

L1VM 1).5547s. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 

Essington, 4 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. 

MCZ Lafresnaye nos. 5221 (M) and 5225 (F) have scrapbook 
labels for "Lalage leucomela". Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849] and may be of this species (or Lalage tricolor), 
although the specimens were not found in 1999. 

AM A.46I1. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with Count 
Bruniski. 

ANWC 2F, both immature; 1 unsexed. Collected at Base Camp and 
environs, 8 July to 6 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974; 
158). 

ANWC F. Collected at Victoria, Port Essington, 10 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 158). 

ANWC M, not breeding. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 9 July 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 158). 

White-winged Triller 

Listed by Gilbert as '‘Campephaga (Ceblepyris deleted) 
humeralis ” 

Current name: Lalage tricolor (Swainson, 1825). 

(Lalage sueurii tricolor in Christidis and Boles, 2008). 

This bird was described as Ceblepyris humeralis by John 
Gould in his Synopsis of the birds of Australia (1837-1838) 
and as Campephaga humeralis in his The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 2: text to plate 63). For this later publication, 
Gould used Gilbert’s notes on the White-winged Triller from 
both Western Australia and Port Essington. Gilbert had come 


to the conclusion that the birds were migratory at the latter 
site - where no birds were seen in the breeding season, but 
females and immature males in eclipse plumage were very 
abundant in the winter. I le only ever came across one adult 
male in the whole eight months he was on the Cobourg 
Peninsula (CUL Gould Collection Box 6a). 

Gilbert also collected a specimen of Lalage sueurii, a 
closely related species, on his excursion to Timor from Port 
Essington in October 1840 (LIVM D.2288s). 

Deignan (in Specht 1964) agrees exactly with Gilbert’s 
observations that White-winged Trillers were not present 
between early November and March. Of the 15 specimens 
that Deignan collected, nine were immature: he was 
therefore of the opinion that the birds came from no great 
distance to the north coast in spring. He also suggested 
that White-winged Trillers would find the luscious growth 
of speargrass in wet weather overwhelming, and that they 
therefore moved back into a more arid, inland zone during 
the breeding season. Alexander Morton did not collect any 
White-winged Trillers at Port Essington during his visit 
there, which probably encompassed the months of January 
and February 1879. 

The CSIRO survey found the bird very abundant in July 
and August 1965, as did Dominic Serventy at Danger Point 
in August 1961. They were also common in September 1968. 
CSIRO did, however, see a few birds in February and March 
1966 and deduced that a few birds do remain in the north at 
the time of summer migration, at least in some years. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 3321 (Verreaux No. 715). F, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 537 (Verreaux No. 716). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847]. Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.36. F orimmature. [Collected by Captain William 

Chambers] at Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers 
Collection. 

LIVM D.5544s. Unsexed. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington, 18 July 1840 (just 6 days after Gilbert arrived at 
the colony). Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 

MCZ 88853 (Lafresnaye no. 5220). [M, adult]. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 

MCZ 172270 (Lafresnaye no. 5222). M, immature. Collected at 
Port Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 

MCZ 172271 (Lafresnaye no. 5223). M. immature. Collected at 
Port Essington [1838-1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. 

MCZ 172272 (Lafresnaye no. 5224). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Danger Point, 7 August 1961 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 158). 

ANWC 3M, all immature. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 21 
July to 5 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 158). 

PASSERIFORMES: ORIOLIDAE 

Yellow Oriole 

Listed by Gilbert as "Mimeta (New species) ” 

Current name: Oriolusflavocinctus (King, 1826). 

The type description o f Oriolus flavocinctus was credited 
to the authorship ofNicholas Vigors in 1827 by Schodde and 
Tidemann (1993) and Christidis and Boles (1994). They did 


185 


C. Fisher and J. Calaby 


not at the time realise that there are two editions of Phillip 
Parker King’s Narrative of a survey of the intertropical and 
western coasts of Australia, the earlier published in 1826 and 
in which the description of the new bird had been written 
by King himself(Mees 1964a, Common and Moulds 1973). 
This attribuation was corrected by Schodde and Mason in 
1997(1999: 598). 

Gilbert's notes in CULon orioles (Gould Collection Box 
6b) do not include any comments on the Yellow Oriole, but 
there is a long passage concerning Mimetaflavocincta in his 
Ornithological Notes (QML, pages 154-155): 

"... This is an inhabitant of thickets and thickly 
wooded parts of the forest. Utters a very loud 
guttural note, but at times pours forth an agreable 
[sic] melody. ” 

"This bird incubates in December, the nest is formed 
of narrow strips of bark, and a few small twigs. The 
lower part of the inside or floor of the nest is slightly 
lined with very fine why twigs. The nest is suspended 
from the extremities of drooping branches, and about 
four to six feet from the ground; the eggs are rather 
large ... ” 

Gould in the Handbook to the birds of Australia (1865, 
Vol. 1: 466) specifically mentioned that John Gilbert had 
procured two Yellow Orioles, and John Ince one, at Port 
Essington. Possibly the Ince specimen is the bird in NMV. 
Gilbert had apparently obtained his two specimens in the 
forests of mangroves bordering the coasts. 

CSIRO found the Yellow Oriole common in most places 
in the 1960s, but they found that the bird showed a preference 
for denser habitat than the Olive-backed Oriole. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 3266 (Verreaux No. 1583). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

ANSP 3267 (Verreaux No. 1584). F. [Collected by John Gilbert] 
on Greenbill Island, Van Diemen Gulf, [late August 1840]. 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.79. Adult. Collected by Captain William Chambers 

at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.152. M. Collected by John MacGillivray at 
Port Essington, November 1848, on the voyage of the 
Rattlesnake. Collection of Captain Stanley. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 5115. Scrapbook label for “Mimetaflavicincta 
Vig. M ad[u!i]". Collected at Port Essington [1838-1845]. 
Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen not found in 1999, and 
not on the MCZ database. 

MCZ Lafresnayeno. 5116. Scrapbook label for "Mimetaflavicincta 

Vig. F adfult]". Collected at Port Essington [1838-1845], 
Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen not found in 1999, and 
not on the MCZ database. 

NMV BI6658. F, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection, received in 1859. 

SAM 24546. M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port Essington, 
19 June 1954. Parsons Collection. There are also five David 
Parsons birds of this species at PMNI I but all arc from 
Melville Island. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 7 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 173). 

ANWC 3M; 3F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8 July to 10 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 173). 


ANWC 2F, both immature. Collected at Port Bremer, 14 and 17 July 
1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 173). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 24 February 1966 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 173). 

Olive-backed Oriole 

Listed by Gilbert as “ Mimeta viridis ” 

Current name: Oriolus sagittatus affinis Gould, 1848. 

Three races of the Olive-backed Oriole occur in Australia, 
one across the north coast, one on Cape York Peninsula 
and the third on the east coast (according to Schodde and 
Mason 1999: 601-603). The northern race was described 
as Oriolus affinis by John Gould in An introduction to the 
birds of Australia (1848:53) from Port Essington specimens, 
probably collected by John Gilbert. The name Oriolus 
affinis was also mentioned by Gould within the entry for 
Oriolus viridis in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 
4: text to plate 13); this account was published much earlier 
(1 December 1845). According to Gould, Oriolus affinis 
differed from O. viridis by shorter wing size, a larger bill, 
and smaller white spots on the tail feathers. 

Gilbert included notes on the northern race of the Olive- 
backed Oriole under the title “Port Essington. Mimeta viridis 
(59)” in his manuscripts now in CUL (Gould Collection 
Box 6b). He described it as an abundant species on every 
part of the [Cobourg] peninsula and adjacent small islands, 
and one “seen in every possible variety of situation”. He 
continued as follows: 

“This bird possesses a vety loud and distinct note, 
unlike evety other bird I have yet heard, its most 
common one, is a loud clear whistle, terminated, 
with a singular guttaral [sic] harsh catch. But I 
have frequently heard it in the cool of the evening, 
when perched in one of the topmost branches of a 
Eucalyptus, and well sheltered in the thick foliage, 
pour forth a regular succession of very pleasing 
notes. Incubation: a nest of this bird was taken on 
the Dec 4. [ 1840; see the specimen list below for the 
NHM (Tring outstation) and Fig. 133] contained two 
Eggs nearly ready to hatch, the nest was built to a 
drooping branch, of the swamp Melaleuca, about five 
feet from the ground. The nest is very deep and large, 
is formed of very narrow strips of the paper Bark, 
and mixed with it a few small twigs. The bottom of 
the inside lined with veiy fine wity twigs. " 

Although Gilbert included the names Mimeta viridis 
and Mimeta affinis in his Ornithological Notes (QML, 
page 154), he did not add any further information other 
than the localities (New South Wales; Port Essington). He 
did, nevertheless, include a considerable amount of notes 
for Mimeta flavocincta. 

The CSIRO survey agreed with Gould’s diagnosis that 
the race Oriolus affinis is smaller, with the white tips to the 
tail small or missing. They found the Olive-backed Oriole 
common in all habitats and in all localities visited. 
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Fig. 133. A clutch of Olive-backed Oriole eggs collected by John 
Gilbert at Smith Point, Port Essington, on 4 December 1840. This 
must be the clutch Gilbert made notes about: "... a nest of this bird 
was taken on the Dec 4. Contained two Eggs nearly ready to hatch, 
the nest was built to a drooping branch, of the swamp Melaleuca, 
about five feet from the ground". The eggs are now in the collections 
at Tring outstation (1962.1.359). 1 The Natural History Museum, 
London. 


BMNH 1962.1.359 (probably originally 1884.10.1.229-230) 
(Fig. 133). 2 eggs. Collected [by John Gilbert] at ‘Point 
Smith', “14th” [probably 4th, see previous account of 
Gilbert’s itinerary; the 4th matches the date for other 
specimens collected at Smith Point, this date is now also 
corrected on the specimen card] December 1840. Wilson 
Collection. Eggs were not mentioned in Gould’s type 
description of Oriolus affinis. 

MCZ Lafresnaye no. 5112. M, adult. Scrapbook label for “Mimeta 
viridis Lathjam] M ad[ult]”. Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen not found in 
1999 and not on the MCZ database. 

PMNH 41775. F. Collected by David II. Parsons at Two Hills Bay, 
2 August (or July?) 1954 (collection no. 380). Parsons 
Collection. 

ANWC M. Collected at Danger Point, 6 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 172-173). 

ANWC 2M. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 30 July and 13th 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 172-173). 

ANWC 2F, adult but neither in breeding plumage. Collected at Reef 
Point, 12 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 172-173). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 10 July 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 172-173). 


PASSERIFORMES: CORVIDAE 


Specimens: 

ANSP 3283 (Verreaux No. 1578). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847]. Gould Collection. This bird does not 
match Gould’s type description. 

ANSP 3284 (Verreaux No. 1579). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Cotype’ of 
Oriolus affinis Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
193-194) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 3285 (Verreaux No. 1580). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated ‘Type’ of Oriolus 
affinis Gould, 1848 by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 
178) = lectotype. Designated ‘Cotype’ of Oriolus affinis 
Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 193-194) = 
lectotype. 

ANSP 3286 (Verreaux No. 1581). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. Designated ‘Cotype' of 
Oriolus affinis Gould, 1848 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 
193-194) = paralectotype. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.77. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.78. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.14. Collected by John MacGillivray at Port 
Essington [I843-1845]. Jukes Collection. This specimen 
was incorrectly labelled as “ Colluricincla ” by MacGillivray 
and it is listed under “Colluriocincla” in the Register. 

BMNH I85O.7.20.I82. F, immature. Collected by John MacGillivray 
at Port Essington while on the voyage of the Rattlesnake 
[1848], Collection of Captain Stanley. 

Note that the four BMNH specimens listed above are all 
labelled “Oriolus flavocinctus” and stored under “Oriolus 
sp.” in the lower halfof cabinet 410. 

BMNH 1881.1.17.39 (original Osteological Vellum Catalogue 
1480a). Nearly fully articulated skeleton. Collected at 
Port Essington [1838-1849], Collection of Thomas C. 
Eyton, purchased by the BMNH from Edward Gerrard 
Jnr. (natural history dealer). Probably originally from the 
Gould Collection and a Gilbert specimen [collected 1840- 
1841], Skeletal material was not mentioned in Gould’s type 
description of Oriolus affinis. 


Torresian Crow 

Listed by Gilbert as "Coitus Coronoides" 

Current name: Corvus omt cecilae Mathews, 1912. 

A specimen in ANSP (ANSP 2826 / Verreaux Number 
1468) is marked “Port Essington”. It is unmistakably an 
Australian Raven Corvus coronoides, not the Torresian 
Crow Coitus orru cecilae, which is the only corvid recorded 
from the north of the Northern Territory. Port Essington 
is well beyond the range of the Australian Raven and it is 
probable that ANSP 2826 has the wrong locality associated 
with it (Richard Schodde pers. comm. 1994). 

Gilbert’s problem in mis-identifying the Torresian Crow 
as the Australian Raven must have stemmed from the fact 
that he would not have, at that time, been acquainted with 
the Torresian Crow - it does not occur in the three localities 
he had previously visited, Tasmania, south-western Australia 
and the Sydney area, although he must have seen Australian 
Ravens in the two latter areas. One of the only two known 
specimens of Coitus orru from Port Essington which are 
contemporaneous with Gilbert’s time there (the Owen 
Stanley specimen) must have been sent to England before 
Gilbert arrived at the colony. 

Furthermore, John Gould noticed no taxonomic 
difference in the birds either, recording only Corvus 
coronoides in his The birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 
3: text and plate 18): 

”... Every part of Australia yet explored has been 
found to be inhabited by it; some slight difference 
however is observable between individuals from Port 
Essington, Swan River, Van Diemen s Land, and New 
South Wales, but these differences appear to me to be 
too trivial to be regarded as specific ...” 
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Gould quoted Gilbert’s notes on “ Corvus coronoides? 
(120)” (CUL Gould Collection Box lb) in The birds of 
Australia. Gilbert had written: 

“This bird is not at all abundant on any part of the 
Peninsular [sic]; as before observed in other parts of 
Australia, both white and brown-eyed specimens are 
seen together. The bird here is mostly seen in pairs, 
in quiet secluded places. ” 

The CSIRO survey found the Torresian Crow to be 
common throughout the peninsula. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1845.5.21.33. Unsexed. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1846.1.7.30. Unsexed. Port Essington [1839-1840], Collection 

ol'Captain Owen Stanley, presented on 16 October 1840. 
ANWC 2M. Collected at Danger Point, 9 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 175-176). 

ANWC M. Collected at Victoria. Port Essington, 11 July 1965 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 175-176). 

ANWC 3M; F, adult. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 10 July 
to 6 August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 175-176). 

ANWC F, adult. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 14 July 1968 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 175-176). 

PASSERIFORMES: PT1LONORHYNCHIDAE 

Great Bowerbird 

Listed by Gilbert as “Chlamydera (New species) ” 
Current name: Ptilonorhynchus nuchalis nucltalis (Jardine 
and Selby, 1830). 

Gould’s entry in The birds of Australia for the Great 
Bowerbird (1840-1848, vol. 4: text to plate 9) describes 
specimens collected by Benjamin Bynoe and John Dring 
on the voyage of the Beagle , and uses field notes made by 
Captain (later Sir) George Grey. This species was included in 
the fourth part of The birds of Australia, issued in September 
1841, when Gilbert was still on his way back to England 
from his first Australian trip. It would have been later that 
Gilbert wrote out four pages of notes entitled “ Calydera 
nuchalis ? (25)” for Gould. These are now in CUL (Gould 
Collection Box lb), 

These provide a lively, first hand account of the many 
hours Gilbert spent watching this fascinating bird at its 
bower during his time at Port Essington. Gilbert referred 
to the bird as: 

“ ...amusing itself, during the heat of the day ... with 
a mass of slender sticks ... resembling at first sight 
...a heap of dried sticks merely washed up by the 
tides or surf... All round and inside of these curious 
structures, are collected great quantities of dead land 
Shells (particularly the huge yellow Helix) -portions 
only of marine bivalves small rough pieces of rock 
- round pebbles and hard seeds; I have on several 
occasions, seen at least a Bushel of these things 
heaped up at each entrance and the inside of their 
little play house. ” 



Fig. 134. A male Great Bowerbird (LIVM D.4664) collected by 
Gilbert at Mangrove Point. Port Essington, on 29 July 1840, just after 
his arrival at the colony. Gilbert spent many a happy hour watching the 
male birds constructing bowers, and uttering their "singular jarring 
burring ay of satisfaction " each time they found a place for a new 
decorative object. 1 National Museums Liverpool. 

He continues with a description of the behaviour of the 
male bird with these objects: 

"... removing the whole one by one to the inside, 
accompanying the removal, with the most grotesque 
actions; running round, up and down, over, and 
through several times, before depositing its burthen, 
all this time, the head is thrown out to the full stretch 
of the neck, its piercing and quick eye peeping shyly 
around, to assure itself no intruder is observing its 
action, as soon as it satisfies itself on this point, it 
lays down the shell or pebble and uttering its very 
singular jarring burring cry of satisfaction, returns 
again and again, for more, accompanying each 
return, with the same gestures and cry. ” 

During his eight months at Port Essington, Gilbert 
could not ascertain whether the birds used the bower for 
nesting. The local Aborigines assured him that they did, 
but his instinct correctly told him this was not, in fact, so. 
When Gilbert first arrived he was struck by the very local 
distribution of this species. It only appeared to occur on 
the east side of the harbour, and he could only find one 
report of it having been shot between the foundation of the 
settlement in 1838 and his arrival in July, 1840. Realising 
that this was due in part to the extreme shyness of the 
bird, he ended his manuscript account with the words “ 
... wherever the Stranger finds a thicket near the beach, 
he may with certainty calculate upon finding one or more 
pair of these birds ”. 

A Great Bowerbird was collected by Gilbert at 
Mangrove Point, Port Essington, on 29 July 1840 - just 
after his arrival at the colony (LIVM D.4664) (Fig. 134). 
He labelled it “New species”. It seems both lie and Gould 
were still unsure whether these Port Essington bowerbirds 
were of the same species as those that had been collected 
by the officers of the Beagle, for Gilbert’s entry in 
Ornithological Notes (QML, page 270) for his second 
trip to Australia simply lists the bird as “ Chlamydera ... 
nearly allied to Chlamydera nuchalis but differs in being 
much smaller in all its proportions ”, In fact Port Essington 
birds are included in the range for the nominate subspecies, 
Ptilonorhynchus nuchalis nuchalis. 
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The ANSP has six specimens from the Gould collection; 
a pair from “North Australia” are probably the specimens 
obtained for Gould by the Beagle officers. The other four, 
two males and two females, are listed as being “ nuchal is 
or New Species” from Port Essington; these are probably 
Gilbert specimens. The collections at the NHM (Tring 
outstation) also include a single egg from Port Essington 
(Ogil vie-Grant 1912, vol. 5:452) - but this was presumably 
not collected by Gilbert, who never found bowerbirds 
incubating 

The CSIRO survey found the Great Bowerbird to be 
common at Port Essington, with a decided preference for 
the edge of dense vegetation. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 3183 (Verreaux No. 1543). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 3184 (Verreaux No. 1544). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 3185 (Verreaux No. 1545). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection. 

ANSP 3186 (Verreaux No. 1546). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.75. M. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1842.1.13.76. F. Collected by Captain William Chambers at 
Port Essington [1839-1841]. Chambers Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.24. Register entry for [skin of] “ Calodera M” (= 
Chlamydera). Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port Essington 
[1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. Missing 2005, and not 
listed in Catalogue of the birds of the British Museum vol. 
6: 392. 

BMNH 1962.1.426 (probably originally 1885.1.8.625, “ Chlamydera 
nuchalis"). 1 egg. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. 

LIVM D.4664(Fig. 134). F. Collected by John Gilbert at Mangrove 
Point. Port Essington. 29 July 1840. Collection of the 13th 
Earl of Derby. 

OUMNH B/6271; Ashmolean Catalogue No. 81a. M. Collected by 
Captain William Chambers at Port Essington, “1842” [1839- 
1841], Chambers Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Chlamydera nuchalis ” No. 1. F. Mount 
removed from stand. Collected by John Gilbert at Port 
Essington [1840-1841]. Gould Collection. 

MCZ 76049 (Lafresnaye no. 5447). Collected at Port Essington 
[1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. Label in scrapbook. 
MCZ Lafresnaye no. 5448. Collected at Port Essington [1838- 
1849]. Lafresnaye Collection. Label in scrapbook but 
specimen missing. 

AM A.4717. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. No original label. 

AM A.47I8. F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994 (and skins 
A.4719 and 4720, which are there, arc both from Yam Creek 
(Walter Boles pers. comm. 2004)). 

PMNH 41758 and 41761.2M. Collected by David 11. Parsons at Two 
Hills Bay, 22 and 26 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 

ANWC 2M; 3F. Collected at Base Camp and environs, 8 July to 15 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 175). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 7 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 175). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected at Two Hills Bay, 15 July 1968 (Frith 

and Calaby 1974:175). 


PASSERIFORMES: H1RUND1N1DAE 
Tree Martin 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Hinmdo pyrrhonota? ” 

Also listed by Gilbert as “Himndo? ” 

(Gilbert has bracketed both names together, drawn a line 
around them, and put two question marks afterwards). 

Both of Gilbert’s entries may refer to the species 
Petrochelidon nigricans (Viei 1 lot, 1817), the Tree 
Martin, but possibly one entry represents a sighting of 
Petrochelidon ariel (Gould, 1842), the Fairy Martin - or 
even Himndo rustica Linnaeus, 1758, the Barn Swallow. 
However, the only hirundine specimens to be found so 
far from the vicinity of the Cobourg Peninsula are Tree 
Martins (see list below). 

Gilbert’s notes on hirundines do not appear to include 
any details of these birds on the Cobourg Peninsula, 
although he wrote copious notes on swifts and martins 
in Western Australia. No hirundine specimens from Port 
Essington appear to exist in collections apart from the Tree 
Martins collected by the CSIRO survey. They found the 
birds present in good numbers throughout the peninsula 
in those months when they were migratory to the region; 
several hundred would then be seen overhead at dusk. 
These months were July and August, after which the Tree 
Martins migrated south. 

Specimens: 

Petrochelidon nigricans 

ANWC 4M; 7F. Collected at Base Camp and vicinity, 8 July to 4 
August 1965 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 156). 

ANWC M. Collected at Port Bremer, 14 July 1965 (Frith and Calaby 
1974: 156). 

PASSERIFORMES: ZOSTEROPIDAE 
(TIMALI1DAE in Christidis and Boles 2008) 

Yellow White-eye 

Listed by Gilbert as "Zosterops (New species) ” 

Current name: Zosterops lutem Gould, 1843. 

This bird, which inhabits tropical coastal mangroves, 
was first described by John Gould in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 4: text and plate 83, published in 1843) 
(Fig. 135). In this account, which Gould lifted directly 
from Gilbert’s manuscript notes for “ Zosterops ... (70)” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 4a), he wrote that Gilbert had 
collected the bird on Greenhill Island, Van Diemen Gulf “in 
August ” [obviously of 1840] when Gilbert “wentfora cruise 
in a deck-boat ”, courtesy of the British Navy. Gilbert’s 
notes also included the information that the birds inhabited 
mangroves or dense thickets, being a much more wild and 
solitary species than “Z. dorsalis" (= Zosterops lateralis, 
the Silvereye). In a letter to Gould from Port Essington, 
sent on 19 September 1840 (MLS CY Reel 461: 712-715), 
Gilbert wrote that: 
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Fig. 135. John Gould's plate for “Zosterops luteus ” in The birds of Australia. In the accompanying text (which is in fact the type description) 
Gould inferred that he had based both description and plate on Yellow White-eyes collected by John Gilbert on Greenhill Island, in Van 
Diemen Gulf, in August 1840. These must be the two Zosterops luteus specimens now in the Gould Collection in ANSP (ANSI* 18264 and 
18265, Fig. 136). Photographed from the copy at Knowsley Flail: Licence granted courtesy of The Rt Hon. The Earl of Derby 2008, 
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“Among the most prominent of my birds, and which 
are new to me, are ... a Zosterops smaller than Z. 
dorsalis, and having the whole of the underside 
yellow. “ 

Gilbert’s specimens are now in ANSP (Fig. 136); they 
are labelled only “Port Essington”. 

The Yellow White-eye was not found by Frith and 
Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974). Richard Schodde 
remarks (pers. comm. 1998) that slopping around in the 
coastal mangroves (where this species occurs) must have 
been too uninviting for the CSIRO ornithologists involved 
in the 1960s expeditions, but to note that he and Ian Mason 
later collected many specimens of the Yellow White-eye 
from the south coast of Van Diemen Gulf. The American- 
Australian scientific expedition to Arnhem Land (in Specht 
1964) only recorded Yellow White-eyes in the vicinity of 
Darwin. 


PASSERIFORMES: SYLV1IDAE 
(ACROCEPHALIDAE in Christidis and Boles 2008) 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

Current name: Acrocephalus australis (Gould, 1838). 

The specimen listed below was collected by R. Snowden 
and recorded by Dominic Serventy as Acrocephalus 
stentoreus australis, and appears to be the only record for 
the Cobourg Peninsula, where there is very little suitable 
reed-warbler habitat. 

Specimen: 

ANWC 1M. Collected at Danger Point, 17 August 1961 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 159). 

PASSERIFORMES: MEGALURIDAE 
(see Christidis and Boles 2008) 


Specimens: 

ANSP 18264 (Verreaux No. 630) (Fig. 136). M. [Collected by John 
Gilbert] at Port Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. 
Designated ‘Type’ of Zosterops luteus Gould. 1843 by Stone 
in Stone and Mathews (1913: 170) = lectotype. Designated 
‘Cotype' of Zosterops luteus Gould, 1843 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957:233) = lectotype. 

ANSP 18265 (Verreaux No. 631) (Fig. 136). F. (M in Meyer dc 
Schauensee, 1957). [Collected by John Gilbert] at Port 
Essington [1840-1841], Gould Collection. Designated 
‘Cotypc’ of Zosterops luteus Gould, 1843 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957:233) = paralectotype. 


Tawny Grassbird 

Listed by Gilbert as "Megalums (Newspecies)’’ 
Current name: probably Megalums timoriensis alisteri 
Mathews, 1912 (also see Cisticola exilis lineocapilla, 
below). 

Gould had listed the Tawny Grassbird under the name 
Sphenoecus galactotes in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 3: text to plate 35), but Vigors and Horsfield’s 
name Megalurus galactotes (1827) was considered too 
close to Mai urns galactotes Temm i n e k. Therefore Gregory 
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Mathews renamed the Tawny Grassbird in 1912, in fact 
giving new names to both northern and southern populations 
(Megalurus timoriensis alisteri and Megalurus timoriensis 
oweni, respectively). These geographical forms were 
subsequently combined as Megalurus timoriensis alisteri 
by Schodde and Mason (1999). 

The two Gould specimens of the Tawny Grassbird in 
the collections in ANSP have been puzzled over for many 
years, as they are both registered and labelled “V. D. Land” 
(= Van Diemen’s Land, i.e. Tasmania), where the Tawny 
Grassbird does not occur. However, a consultation of the 
text in Gould’s The birds of Australia reveals the source of 
the error. Gilbert had found these birds "'tolerably abundant 
on the islands at the head of Van Diemen s Gulf.. .” which 
is, of course, just south of Port Essington. Gilbert went on 
to say that the bird: 

“... inhabits the long grass or rushes growing in or 
adjacent to the swamps; it is so shy that it is very 
rarely seen; when closely hunted it takes wing, but 
flying appears to be a difficult action at all times; 
at least I have never seen it sustain a flight of more 
than a hundred yards at the utmost, and even in that 
short distance it seemed ready to sink into the grass 
with fatigue. The only note 1 have heard it omit is a 
harsh and rapidly repeated chutch ... ” 

This extract is based on Gilbert’s notes ['ox "Megalurus? 
- (62)” (CUL Gould Collection Box 5a), before which Gould 
has inserted a slip reading "Magalurus? [sic] galactotes V 
and H? New sp.?”. 

There do not appear to be any other Gould specimens 
extant. Three Godman Collection specimens at the 
NHM (Tring outstation) (1881.11.7.239, 325 and 326) 
could possibly have come from Gould and Gilbert (two 
are very good specimens), but they have no data, and 
have suspicious numbers (the Register records these 
as Drymodes superciliosus, Calamoherpe and Anthus 
respectively). 

CSIRO only encountered the Tawny Grassbird once, 
at Point Priest. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 16877 (Verreaux No. 773). M. [Collected by John Gilbert] 
in “V. D. Land” [= Van Diemen Gulf][late August 1840], 
Gould Collection. 

ANSP 16878 (Verreaux No. 776). F. As above. 

ANWC 1M. Collected at Point Priest, 8 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 159). 

Brown Songlark 

Current name: Cincloramphus cruralis (Vigors and 
Horsfield, 1827). 

A Gould specimen in ANSP from “Port Essington” 
(ANSP 17265 / Verreaux No. 1092, a male) is labelled 
Cincloramphus cantillans (= Cincloramphus cruralis). It 
is indeed of this species (Leo Joseph pers. comm. August 
1997), which nevertheless does not occur anywhere near 
Port Essington. Gould mentions in the Handbook to the birds 


of Australia (1865, vol. 1: 395) that he had specimens of 
cantillans from Port Philip, Swan River and Port Essington, 
but does not say who collected the latter material. Possibly 
Gould mistook the locality as Port Essington when it 
was actually a specimen collected on the Port Essington 
Expedition, in other words from Queensland. No specimens 
of the Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi, which 
may well occur on the Cobourg Peninsula, have been 
found. 

PASSERIFORMES: CISTICOLIDAE 
(see Christidis and Boles 2008) 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

Listed by Gilbert as "Megalurus (New species) ” 

Current name: Cisticola exilis lineocapilla (Gould, 
1847) (but could also be Megalurus timoriensis alisteri, 
see above). 

Gould described this bird as Cysticola lineocapilla 
(Gould 1847: 1). In both this description and that in The 
birds of Australia (1840-1848, vol. 3; text to plate 43) 
he emphasised that all the specimens he had were from 
Port Essington. Gould’s description probably included 
reference to a skin now in ANSP (ANSP 17541), but one 
of the two Port Essington specimens in the NHM (Tring 
outstation) may also have been from the type series. The 
first of these Tring birds (1881.5.1.183) has a very brief 
field label (“Port Essington”) in Gilbert’s handwriting; 
a museum label also attached has a comment in pencil 
(wrongly) that this is Gould’s writing and (also wrongly) 
that the specimen could not have come into Gould’s 
possession until after the publication of The birds of 
Australia. Having said that, this bird cannot have type 
status, as it does not match the plumage of the species 
as given in the type description - it has a plain light-buff 
head with no striations, and the abdomen is completely 
white. It is probably a male bird in summer plumage. 
It is an extremely poor specimen (which may be why 
Gilbert’s label is so brief) and Gould probably felt it 
was not worth including an account of its plumage in his 
original account. 

Another bird now at NHM (Tring outstation), received 
via the Hewitt Collection, could well have originally been 
in the Gould Collection and may therefore also have type 
status, although (unlike the details of the type description) 
it is very rufous underneath, with no white showing on the 
throat or the centre of the chest. A second specimen in ANSP 
(ANSP 17542) is a male registered and labelled as from “N. 
Australia”, which - apart from the disparity in location - 
has rufous plumage and worn tail feathers which do not fit 
the type description in the same way as ANSP 17542. It is 
possibly the model for the upper bird in Gould’s plate in 
The birds of Australia. Neither BMNH 1969.41.1502 nor 
ANSP 17542 have measurements which match those of the 
type description well. 
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Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

Original 

deseript. 

ANSP 

17541 

ANSP 

17542 

BMNH 

1969.41.1502 

Total length 

3V4 

3"/l6 

4 

3Vs 

Bill 

'h 

V\6 

9 /l6 

'h 

Wing 

ids 

Pit 

ids 

V/s 

Tail 

V/s 

1"/|6 

113/, 6 

P /2 

Tarsus 

5 /s 

>1/16 

3/4 

3/4 


Gould’s text for this cisticola in The birds of Australia 
was taken from Gilbert’s notes for “ Cysticola - (77)” 
(CUL Gould Collection Box 5a), where he recorded 
that the bird was very rarely seen, presumably because 
it mainly “ creeps about more like a mouse than a bird' 
in long grass. 

The Golden-headed Cisticola was not recorded by the 
CSIRO survey (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974). 

Specimens: 

ANSP 17541 (VerrcauxNo.777). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type" of Cysticola 
lineocapilia Gould, 1847 by Stone in Stone and Mathews 
(1913: 163) = Icctotype. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.183. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington 
[1840-1841], Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1969.41.1502. F? Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Hewitt Collection, via the British Trust for Ornithology. 
Possibly from the type series of Cysticola lineocapilia 
Gould, 1847. 

PASSERIFORMES: ALAUDIDAE 

Horstleld’s BushlurU 

Listed by Gilbert as “Myraffra -“ (“Alauda” 

deleted) 

Current name: Mirafra javanica soderbergi Mathews, 
1921. 

Gould described Mirafra Horsfietdii (formerly known 
as Mirafra javanica liorsfieldii ) from specimens from 
New South Wales (Gould 1847: 1-2). He did not formally 
name Gilbert’s specimens from the north of Australia, 
but he did notice a difference in them. In Gould’s text 
for Mirafra liorsfieldii in The birds of Australia (1840- 
1848, vol. 3; text to plate 77) he mentioned specimen 
procured during Dr Leichardt s [sic] overland expedition 
from Moreton Bay, and one from the neighbourhood of 
Port Essington". He thought these sufficiently distinct to 
perhaps be a different species - they were larger, redder 
and with a stouter bill than the New South Wales form. 
In fact Gould’s plate in The birds of Australia shows two 
birds apparently more like the two northern birds than 
his type specimens from New South Wales. All these 
individuals appear to have been sent to ANSP - amongst 
the Gould Collection at ANSP were once two Singing 
Bushlarks from New South Wales (one is now missing), 
a male from Port Essington and a bird from the “Interior 
of Australia”, which is almost certainly the specimen 


collected by Gilbert on the Leichhardt Expedition of 
1844-1845 which was mentioned in Gould’s The birds 
of Australia. However, there is also a Port Essington 
specimen in RMNH which may have been collected by 
Gilbert. 

The CSIRO survey recorded Bush Larks almost 
exclusively from the airstrip at Smith Point - in the text of 
their report they mentioned only one other record, a bird 
from Danger Point (Frith and Hitchcock, in Frith and Calaby 
1974: 156). However, in the specimen list attached to this 
entry, CSIRO actually included an individual from another 
locality. Black Point, collected in February “1956”. This 
must be an error for 1966. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 14769 (1103). M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1847], 
Gould Collection. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.2294. Adult. Collected by “Wilson” [error] at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Gould Collection. Poor specimen. 
RMNII Old Catalogue: “Mirafra Ilorsfieldi” No. 6. Unsexed. 

Mount. Port Essington. Unknown Collection. 

ANWC F, immature. Collected by Snowden at Danger Point, 17 
August 1961 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 155-156). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point airfield, 31 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 155-156). 

ANWC M. Collected at Black Point, 21 February 19[6]6 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 155-156). 


PASSERIFORMES: DICAEIDAE 

Mistletoebird 

Listed by Gilbert as “*Dicaeum hirundinaceum ” (“Pipra 
gularis ” deleted). 

Current name: Dicaeum hirundinaceum hirundinaceum 
(Shaw and Nodder, 1792). 

The fact that Gilbert did not collect any Mistletoebirds 
may have arisen from the difficulty of shooting so small 
a target. He had previously had difficulty obtaining 
Mistletoebirds in Western Australia, and did not actually 
see the bird in the wild there himself; his two Swan River 
specimens were obtained for him by Aborigines (CULGould 
Collection Box 1 a). Gilbert’s absence of notes amongst the 
CUL manuscripts for Dicaeum hirundinaceum at Port 
Essington helps confirm that he did not collect it there. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) found 
the Mistletoebird very common on the Cobourg Peninsula 
in all seasons. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1881.5.1492. M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Gould 
Collection. Terrible skin. 

BMNH 1882.12.10.41. F, adult. Collected by John ince at Port 
Essington, October 1844. Collection of Mrs Ince. 

PMNF1 41866'and41869.2M. Collected by David H. Parsons at Port 
Essington, 18 and 29 June 1954. Parsons Collection. 
ANWC F, adult. Collected Base Camp, 15 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 166). 

ANWC M, adult. Collected Point Priest, 9 August 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 166). 

ANWC F, immature. Collected Two Hills Bay, 15 July 1968 (Frith 
and Calaby 1974: 166). 
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PASSERIFORMES: ESTRILDIDAE 

Finches 

Listed by Gilbert as “Amadina Annulosa (New 
species) ” 

“Amadina - (New species) ” 

“Amadina - (New species) ” 

“Amadina - (New species) ” 

“Amadina - (New species) ” 

Gilbert mentioned in a letter to Gould, sent from Port 
Essington on 19 September 1840 (MLS CY Reel 461: 712- 
715) that “among the most prominent of my Birds, and which 
are new to me, are five species of Amadina, all differing 
from your Plates in the Synopsis”. From a scrutiny of those 
of Gilbert’s manuscripts which cover the Estrildidae (CUL 
Gould Collection Boxes la and lb), and by examining his 
specimens, these five are: 

Current names: 

Neochmiaphaeton phaeton (Gilbert’s Field No. 13). 
Poephilapersonata personata (Gilbert's Field No. 58). 
Poephila acuticauda hecki (Gilbert’s Field No. 4). 
Taeniopygia bichenovii annulosa (Gilbert’s Field No. 3). 
Erythruragouldiae, (Gilbert’s Field No. 67). 

Crimson Finch 

Current name: Neochmia phaeton phaeton (Hombron and 
Jacquinot, 1841). 

Gilbert would not have known of Hombron and 
Jacquinot’s description of this species from Raffles Bay 
when he wrote up his list of birds from Port Essington, 
hence recording it only as “Amadina — (13)” (CUL Gould 
Collection Box la). Gilbert’s notes were quoted in their 
entirety by Gould in The birds of Australia (1840-1848, 
vol. 3; text to plate 83) and he obviously used Gilbert’s 
specimens as models for the plate. Gilbert reported that 
the bird was common in moist, grassy meadows. Between 
the months of July and November [ 1840], he had observed 
these finches in large flocks of several hundred birds but 
only a few were in breeding plumage. The Aboriginal name 
was “Ing=a=dam=oon”. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) recorded 
that the chief habitat of the Crimson Finch was the fringe of 
pandanus on the open flood plains of rivers, a habitat poorly 
developed on the Cobourg Peninsula. The only sightings 
they made were of ones and twos at Lizard Bay, behind 
Knocker Bay and at Black Point. 

Specimens: 

ANSP 14652 (no Verreaux number). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849]. Gould Collection (presumably received by 
ANSP after the main Gould collection, which arrived in 
1849). 

ANSP 14653 (Verreaux number 571). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847]. Gould Collection, as above. 

ANSP 14654 (Verreaux number 572). F. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection, as above. 

ANSP 14655 (R.C. No. 627). M, not quite in breeding plumage. 
Port Essington (collected 1838-1846], Rivoli Collection. 


BMNH 1842.1.13.43. M, adult. Collected by Captain William 
Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 

BMNH 1845.5.21.19. Adult. Collected by Dr Sibbald at Port 
Essington [1838-1844]. Sibbald Collection. 

BMNH 1846.10.14.22. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1843- 
1845], J.B. Jukes Collection. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.1. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Sir John Richardson. 

LIVM D.1753a. M. Collected by John Gilbert at Victoria, Port 
Essington, 15 December 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl 
of Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.1753b. F. Collected by John Gilbert at Port Essington, 20 
July 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John 
Gould. 

OUMNH B/13277; Ashntolean Catalogue No. 293a. M, ex mount. 

Collected by Captain William Chambers at Port Essington 
[1839-1841]. Chambers Collection, donated 1842. 

OUMN11 B/13278; also Ashmolean Catalogue No. 293a. Unsexed, ex 
mount. As above. 

MNHN CB Collection No 992. M. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849]. Charles Bonaparte Collection, 1858. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Neochmia phaeton” No. I. M, in moult. 

Mount, removed from base. Port Essington. Unknown 
Collection. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Neochmia phaeton ” No. 2. F, in moult. 

Mount, removed from base. Port Essington. Unknown 
Collection. 

RBINS 8076. F. adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], Du 
Bus Collection, received 4 April 1876. 

MCZ 88711 (Laffesnaye no. 6401). Ex mount. Collected at Port 
Essington [1838-1849], Lafresnaye Collection. 

AM A.4626. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington. 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 
Note that A.4629, 4631, 4632 and A.4633 are not recorded 
as Port Essington specimens in the computer catalogue and 
it is quite possible that A.4626 and 4630 are not actually 
missing, but have been wrongly given one each of the 
four other numbers. In other words, Morton actually only 
collected six specimens, not eight. 

AM A.4629. M. adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, February 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4630. M. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 

Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. Not located in 1994. 

AM A.463I. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4632. M, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4633. F, adult. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port 
Essington, 1879. Morton Collection. 

AM A.4635. F. Collected by Alexander Morion at Port Essington, 

1879. Morton Collection. Exchanged with Brussels Museum. 
Not found there by CF in 2009. 

AM A.4636.F. Collected by Alexander Morton at Port Essington, 
1879. Morton Collection. 

ANWC 2M. not breeding; F, immature. Collected at Black Point, 23 
September 1968 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 171). 

Star Finch 

Current name: Neochmia ruficauda subclcirescens 

(Mathews, 1912) 

Another Gilbert specimen of interest from the genus 

Neochmia , which he also collected at Port Essington, is 

a “pre-type description” Star Finch Neochmia ruficauda 

subclarescens. This is now in the ANSP (Fig. 137). The 
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Fig. 137. An immature female Star Finch collected by John Gilbert 
at Port Essington (ANSP 14617), the only known record of this 
species from the Cobourg Peninsula. It was wrongly designated 
as the lectotype of Amadina ruficauda Gould, 1838 by Witmer 
Stone. © Doug Wechsler, VIREO, Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia. 

fact that it is an immature female is presumably why neither 
Gilbert nor Gould thought it sufficiently different to describe 
as a new form (Gould catalogued it under the name Estrelda 
ruficauda). 

The types of the nominate subspecies, Neochmia 
ruficauda ruficauda Gould (those with Verreaux numbers 
575, 576 and 578) were never registered by ANSP and 
may not have even reached ANSP from France in 1847. 
Unfortunately, Witmer Stone, scratching around for any 
specimen which might be the type of Amadina ruficauda 
Gould, 1837 decided that this Port Essington specimen 
of Gilbert’s was the female or young male of Gould’s 
description (Stone 1913: 178). This was despite the fact that 
Gould had clearly staled that the types of Amadina ruficauda 
had come from “New Holland” (= New South Wales), and 
that they must have been collected before the colony Port 
Essington was even established. 

Specimen: 

ANSP 14617 (Verreaux No. 577) (Fig. 137). F. Collected by John 
Gilbert at Port Essington [1840-1841). Gould Collection. 
Designated “Type” of Amadina ruficauda Gould, 1838 by 
Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 178) = lectotype (but 
cannot have any type status as Gould stated that his type 
specimens were from New South Wales; he also described 
this species in 1838, and must have written the account 
before Port Essington was founded). 


Masked Finch 

Current name: Poephila personata personata Gould, 
1842. 

Two of Gilbert’s type specimens of Poephila personata 
Gould from Port Essington are listed as being in 
Philadelphia, but a female bird in National Museums 
Liverpool, which is a good match for the plumage details 
of the female in Gould's original description {The birds of 
Australia 1840-1848, vol. 3: text to plate 91), may also be 
part of the type series. Gilbert collected this specimen in 
the “Interior” near Port Essington, in August 1840. He has 
marked it “ Amadina New Species 58”. There is another 
specimen with possible type status in the collections at 
RMN11, although this is not listed as a Gould specimen but 
is labelled “auc.” [= received by auction?]. 

The two birds depicted in plate 91 of Gould's The birds 
of Australia are redder, and more strikingly marked, than 
either of the female birds in ANSP and NML. It appears that 
Gould depicted the ANSP male twice. All three specimens 
are actually longer than the total length recorded in the 
original description (Gould 1842b: 18); otherwise they 
agree well with these values. 


Measurements of specimens against those of the type description 


Size 

(inches) 

T.D. 

LIVM 

1761 

ANSP 

613 

ANSP 

614 

RMNH 

Total length 

3'/g 

4'/s 

4 'U 

4'/s 

4'/t 

Bill 

3 /s 

7 /,6 

'h 

7 /l6 

V|6 

Wing 

2-/4 

2 3 /s 

2 3 /s 

2 3 /s 

2'/s 

Tail 

2 

2 

2 

1 '% 

2 

Tarsus 

V16 

»/l6 

»/l6 

»/l6 

5 /s 


Gould remarked in The birds of Australia account that 
“... several specimens were shot by Mr. Gilbert during an 
excursion from Port Essington towards the interior of the 
country ”. He goes on to quote Gilbert’s notes on “ Amadina 
... (58)” (CUL Gould Collection Box la), which recorded 
that the Masked Finch proved to be an inhabitant of grassy 
meadows near streams, and fed on grass seeds. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) noted 
that this species was distributed throughout eucalypt forests, 
and associated with (although in lesser numbers) the Long¬ 
tailed Finch. The only evidence of breeding was the female 
bird collected, which had a soft egg in the oviduct, and a 
bird seen carrying straw at Victoria in July 1965. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 14625 (Verreaux No. 613). M. Port Essington [collected 
1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Type” of 
Poephila personata Gould, 1842 by Stone in Stone and 
Mathews (1913: 178) = lectotype. Designated “Cotype” of 
Poephila personata Gould, 1842 by Meyer de Schauensee 
(1957:238) = lectotype. 

ANSP 14624 (Verreaux No. 614). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 

1847]. Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype” of Poephila 
personata Gould, 1842 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957:238) 
= paralectotype. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.4. Adult. Ex-mount. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849]. Collection of Sir John Richardson. 
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RMNH Old Catalogue: “Poephila personata" No. 1”. F, adult. 

Mount. Port Essington. Unknown Collection, received at 
auction. Possibly from the type scries of Poephila personata 
Gould, 1842. 

LIVM D. 1761. F. Collected by John Gilbert in the “Interior of Port 
Essington”, 10 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby. Probably from the type series of Poephila personata 
Gould, 1842. 

ANWC 3M; F (with soft egg in oviduct); 2 unsexed. Collected at 
Base Camp and environs. 18 July to 17 August 1965 (F. on 
30 July) (Frith and Calaby 1974: 172). 

ANWC M, immature. Collected Black Point, 23 September 1968 
(Frith and Calaby 1974: 172). 

Long-tailed Finch 

Current name: Poephila acuticauda hecki Heinroth, 
1900. 

In 1839 Gould described Amadina acuticauda, now 
the nominate subspecies of the Long-tailed Finch, from 
specimens collected by Benjamin Bynoe on the north-west 
coast (Gould 1840: 143), but he later remarked under the 
entry for Poephila acuticauda in The birds of Australia 
(1840-1848, vol. 3: text to plate 90) that “ Since the arrival 
of Mr. Bynoe s birds I have also received specimens from 
Port Essington ..He did not, however, consider these Port 
Essington specimens different enough to describe as a new 
form. All three Long-tailed Finches in the Gould collection 
now in ANSP were listed as coming from the north-west 
coast, and the bill does appear to have been yellow in the 
two which survive, ANSP 14621 and 14622 (birds of the 
subspecies Poephila acuticauda hecki from further east 
in their range usually have orange-red to coral-red bills). 
There are specimens from Port Essington in the NHM (Tring 
outstation), RMNH andNML. 

There is also an entry in William Jardine’s/I catalogue 
of the birds... (1874) for a specimen of Long-tailed 
Finch from Port Essington, but impossibly collected by 
“Strange”, presumably Frederick Strange, who never went 
there. Jardine’s collection was auctioned in 1886 and the 
whereabouts of the specimen, now unknown - although 
from the annotations in NMS’s copy of Jardine’s catalogue, 
it appears that the London dealer Gerrard purchased the 
Estrildidae as a complete lot. 

Gilbert’s notes (CUL Gould Collection Box 3b) for 
“Amadina cincta (4)” include the observations that he only 
ever saw this species in the interior (nearly as far as the 
mainland), where they congregated in large families on the 
banks of small running streams - but that when disturbed 
they immediately took to the bush. 

The CS1RO survey recorded this bird as the most 
common finch on the peninsula, encountered in small flocks 
throughout woodland areas. In February 1966 three birds 
were seen carrying nest material at Caiman Creek; three 
recently fledged birds were recorded near Smith Point in 
September 1968. 

Specimens: 

BMNH 1842.1.13.45. Immature. Ex-mount. Collected by Captain 
William Chambers at Port Essington [1839-1841], Chambers 
Collection. 


BMNH 1854.3.7.5. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Sir John Richardson. 

BMNH 1881.5.1.4489. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. Very poor specimen. 

RMNH Old Catalogue: “Poephila personata ” No, 1. Mount. Port 
Essington. Unknown Collection (received at auction). 

RMNH No specimen number. Adult. Mount removed from stand. 

Port Essington. Unknown (Old) Collection. Originally 
labelled as Poephila personata. 

LIVM D.1760. M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection 
of the 13th Earl of Derby, via John Gould, 8 February 
1844. 

LIVM D.I761a. F. Collected by John Gilbert in the “Interior ofPort 
Essington”, 14 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. Listed in the Derby Stockbook under 
Amadina personata (D.1761 is correctly listed as such). 

NMV A Poephila acuticauda from Port Essington was amongst 
the list of specimens sent to Melbourne by John Gould in 
1859 (not seen in 1996). 

ANWC M. Collected at Smith Point airfield, 27 July 1965 (Frith and 
Calaby 1974: 171-172). 

ANWC M; F, immature. Collected at Black Point, 27 February and 
1 March 1966 (Frith and Calaby 1974: 171-172). 


Double-barred Finch 

Current name: Taeniopygia bichenovii annulosa (Gould, 
1840). 

In his original description of Amadina annulosa 
(Gould 1840: 143), Gould stated that the types (collected 
by Benjamin Bynoe and J.E. Dring of the Beagle) were 
from the “north-west coast”, although Mathews (1930: 
827) indicated wrongly that the types were from Cobourg 
Peninsula (an assumption which was corrected by Mees 
1961: 112). Gould’s types were probably two specimens 
from “N.W. Australia” which were listed as being in the 
collections at ANSP (ANSP Register entry 14476/VN 581 
and 14475/VN 582, both males). The latter is missing. 
Two other specimens now in ANSP arc labelled with the 
locality Port Essington and were probably collected by 
John Gilbert. Both were listed as a “Cotype” by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957) but they cannot have type status if they 
are from Port Essington; neither do they match the original 
description well. There are also two Gilbert specimens from 
Port Essington in NML. 

Gilbert recorded (CUL Gould Collection Box lb) 
that he saw the bird very infrequently near the harbour, 
but it seemed to be “ rather abundant ” on the neck of the 
peninsula, and became still more common as the mainland 
was approached. 

Frith and Hitchcock (in Frith and Calaby 1974) recorded 
the Double-barred Finch as common in subeoastal parts 
of the Northern Territory, but very rare on the Cobourg 
Peninsula. They did not see it anywhere on the northern side; 
a few were recorded in pandanus and eucalypts at Two Hills 
Bay in July 1968. No specimens were collected. 
Specimens: 

ANSP 14474 (Verreaux No. 583). F. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1847], Gould Collection. Designated “Cotype" of Amadina 
annulosa Gould 1840 by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 236) 
= syntype (but probably without type status as the type 
locality is the north-west coast). 
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Figs 138, 139. Gould’s original crayon drawing (Fig. 139) shown with the published plate (Fig. 138) of the Gouldian Finch in The 
birds of Australia. Gould named this flamboyant finch after his wife Elizabeth (“Mrs Gould”). The two adult birds he depicted were 
both based on Benjamin Bynoe’s adult male from the Victoria River (almost certainly ANSP 14635). The young bird in Gould’s plate 
was probably painted with reference to three immature females collected by John Gilbert in Van Diemen Gulf in August, 1840 (ANSP 
14637, ANSP 14638 and LIVM D.I773: see Figs 140 and 141). Both crayon drawing and published plate were photographed from 
illustrations in bound volumes in the Library at Knowsley Hall. (Licence granted courtesy of The Rt lion. The Earl of Derby 2008). 
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Fig. 140. Three of the birds from John Gould’s type series for Amadina 
gouldiae Gould 1844, from the Gould Collection in ANSP: Benjamin 
Bynoe’s adult male Gouldian Finch from the Victoria River (ANSP 
14635) and two of John Gilbert’s immature females from Van Diemen 
Gulf (ANSP 14637 and 14638).© Doug Wechsler, VIREO, Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 



Fig. 141 . The third immature female from the type series for Amadina 
gouldiae Gould, 1844. Unlike the two immature Gouldian Finches 
from Van Diemen Gulfnow in ANSP, this specimen (LIVM D. 1773) 
still has John Gilbert’s original label attached, which clearly records 
the locality and date. © National Museums Liverpool. 


ANSP 14473 (Verreaux No. 584). M, immature. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1847], Gould Collection. Designated 
“Cotype” of Amadina amnilosa Gould 1840 by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1957: 236) = syntype (but probably without 
type status as the type locality is the north-west coast). 
BMNH 1851.3.7.3. Adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Dr. Richardson. 

LIVM D.1749. M. Collected by John Gilbert in the "Interior of Port 
Essington”, 12 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of 
Derby, via John Gould. 

LIVM D.1749a. M. Collected by John Gilbert, with identical data 
to the above (except the date Lord Derby purchased this 
specimen from Gould is recorded: 8 February 1844). 

Gouldian Finch 

Current name: Erythrura gouldiae (Gould, 1844). 

The Gouldian Finch, surely one of the most striking and 
attractive birds ever to be discovered, was named Amadina 
gouldiae by Gould after his late and lamented wife 
Elizabeth, nee Coxen - a rather backhanded compliment, 
one would think, to use the surname bestowed upon her 
by her husband. 

Gould’s first published description of this finch was in 
The birds of Australia (“.Amadina Gouldiae"', 1840-1848, 
vol. 3: text and plate 88) (Figs 138, 139 and cover), even 
though he had previously read details of the species before 
a meeting of the Zoological Society of London in January 
1844 (Gould 1844a: 5-6). In this reading, Gould referred 
to an adult male and young immature female and also 
remarked on the excrescences in the mouths of some young 
individuals, which he said had been collected by Gilbert. 
However, this latter account was not actually published until 
July 1844, after the relevant part of The birds of Australia 
had been produced (part 15, published on 1 June 1844). 

Gilbert made no mention of the plumage of the birds 
he had collected in his notes for Gould (either those in the 
Gould Collection at CUL, or in Gilbert’s Ornithological 
Notes now in QML). However, in both these accounts he 
goes into some detail about “ Three excrescences on each 
gape, about the size of the head of a moderate sized pin, 
the upper and lower, bright indigo blue, the middle one 
very> pale yellow, on the roof of the mouth fine small spots 
of purple, form a crescent, across to each gape..." (CUL 
Gould Collection Box lb). He called the bird the “Spotted 

Mouth Finch” and recorded it as “ Amadina -(67)”. 

Gilbert’s notes on these excrescences as seen in the young 
bird were those published by Gould in his Zoological 
Society’ of London description; Gilbert’s notes on the birds’ 
rarity were also paraphrased by Gould for The birds of 
Australia. Gilbert stated that he had only found the birds in 
one location, namely Greenhill Island, where they inhabited 
the edges of mangroves, or small gum trees. 

In the plate Cor "Amadina Gouldiae" in Gould’s The birds 
of Australia are three birds; two adults on the right and an 
“immature” on the left. Gould describes quite carefully in the 
text the specimens he had before him at the time. The adult, 
a male depicted twice, he obtained from Benjamin Bynoe of 
the Beagle', the bird had been collected at the Victoria River 
on the north-west coast. However, Gould later received “two 
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Fig. 142. Gould probably obtained these two red-headed male 
Gouldian Finches (ANSI* 14639 and 14640) after he had published 
the entry for " Poephila mirabilis" in The birds of Australia in 1847, 
as they have no Verreaux numbers and must have been sent to 
ANSP alter the main part of the Gould Collection, which arrived 
there in 1849. They may have been collected by one of the British 
naval officers such as Owen Stanley, who obtained two of the red¬ 
headed Gouldian Finches from Port Essington which are now in the 
collections of the Natural I listory Museum (Tring outstation). © Doug 
Wechsler, VIREO, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 

immature birds” from Port Essington through Gilbert; he 
stated that these three birds were all he had ever seen. 

However, the Verreaux catalogue of the Gould specimens 
sent to ANSP records four Poephila gouldiae; numbers 604 
(M, Port Essington), 605 (F, Port Essington), 606 (Imm F, 
Van Diemen Gull), 607 (Imm F, Van Diemen Gulf). This 
confuses the issue completely; for where Gould says only 
three specimens were known to him, here are at least four 
(apparently none of which were from the Victoria River), 
and there is another Gould specimen in NML. 

This latter, LI VM D. 1773 (Fig. 141), would seem to be 
one of the immaturcs from Gould’s account and matches 
the bird on the left in Gould’s The birds of Australia plate. 


Gilbert collected this bird in August 1840 at Greenhill 
Island, Van Diemen Gulf, the locality which Gould referred 
to in The birds of Australia. At the time Gilbert was on a 
voyage from the relatively safe haven of Port Essington, 
sailing on a “deck-boat” - a trip he refers to in his letter 
of 19 September 1840 (MLS). He marked D.1173 “New 
Species”. However, specimens ANSP 14637 (VN 607) and 
14638 (VN 606) in the Gould Collection in ANSP (Fig 140) 
are also both young females from Van Diemen Gulf and are 
both marked as types; from the locality they were certainly 
collected by Gilbert. Thus, counting the NML bird, Gilbert 
must have collected at least three immatures from Van 
Diemen Gulf, probably all on Greenhill Island. 

Inspection of the adult specimens of the Gouldian 
Finch amongst the Gould Collection in ANSP reveales 
that ANSP 14634 (605) and 14635 (604) are both actually 
labelled “Interior of Australia”, although they are entered 
in the Verreaux Catalogue as being from Port Essington. 
ANSP 14635, an adult male (Fig. 140), matches the doubly- 
depicted adult male in Gould’s plate and must be Benjamin 
Bynoe’s specimen from the Victoria River. ANSP 14634 is 
a female and so does not fit the plumage of the adult bird 
in Gould’s plate. It is a nice specimen, fitting Gilbert’s high 
standard of taxidermy, and may well be one of his. 

In Gould’s text accompanying the The birds of Australia 
plate (Fig. 143) for the red-headed form of the Gouldian 
finch, “ Poephila mirabilis ” (vol. 3: text to plate 89), he 
discusses a female specimen of “FI Gouldiae ” (i.e. the black¬ 
headed form) “similar ... but much less highly coloured 
than the bird I have represented ’, which he said Gilbert had 
collected “during Dr Leichardt's [sic] Expedition". Gould 
must have received this specimen well after the date that he 
published the plate for “Amadina Gouldiae" (June 1844), 
but before he published the plate for “ Poephila mirabilis ” 
(September 1847). Could the adult female black-headed bird 
now in ANSP (ANSP 14634) have been mis-catalogued as 
“Port Essington” instead of “Port Essington Expedition"! 
It is certainly “much less highly coloured” than Bynoe’s 
bird. There is no firm evidence of any Gouldian Finches 
having been collected on the Leichhardt Expedition, despite 
a scrutiny of both Gilbert’s diary of the Port Essington 
Expedition (MLS) and the lists of specimens he collected on 
the expedition. If Gilbert had collected any such specimen, it 
must have been just before his death, when the members of 
the expedition were in the vicinity of Cape York Peninsula 
and within range of the modern distribution of the Gouldian 
Finch. The only possible record is from Gilbert’s diary 
entry for I May 1845, when the Leichhardt Expedition was 
struggling along the stony Burdekin River. On that date, 
Gilbert wrote that “Murphy went out with my Gun, and 
was fortunate enough to kill a new Finch most probably a 
Poephila ... . the specimen is a female" (vol. 2; 84). Could 
this specimen and ANSP 14634 be one and the same? 

Gould did not nominate the specimens on which he 
based his illustration of the red-headed form of the Gouldian 
Finch under “Poephila mirabilis" in The birds of Australia, 
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Fig. 143. John Gould's plate for “Poephila mirabilis", the red-headed form of the Gouldian Finch, in The birds of Australia. Gould wrote 
about red-headed birds he had seen in MNHN, which had been obtained by Hombron and Jacquinot at Raffles Bay. Gould’s plate was based 
on one male specimen, shown in two positions. Several specimens with red heads from Port Essington have been found, although none can 
be identified as having been collected by Gilbert. Photographed from the copy at Knowslcy Hall: Licence granted courtesy of The Rt Hon. 
The Earl of Derby 2008. 
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but there are two such specimens in the Gould Collection at 
ANSP (Fig. 142). These must have been sent after the main 
consignment, as they have no Verreaux numbers. They are 
both marked Port Essington, and both recorded as males. 

The CSIRO survey did not record the Gouldian Finch 
on the Cobourg Peninsula. 

Specimens: 

Specimens listed as from Port Essington, but of diverse 
provenance: 

ANSP 14635 [not 14645 as in Stone 1913] (Verreaux No. 604) 
(Fig. 140). M, adult with black head. Listed in Verreaux 
Catalogue as “Port Essington” but labelled “Interior of 
Australia”. Almost certainly Benjamin Bynoe’s specimen 
from the Victoria River, collected in 1839. Gould Collection. 
Designated “Type” of Amadina gouldiae Gould, 1844 
by Stone in Stone and Mathews (1913: 178) = lectotype. 
Designated “C oty pe” of Amadina gouldiae Gould, 1844 by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957:237-238) = lectotype. 

ANSP 14634 (Verreaux No. 605). F, adult with black head. Listed 
in Verreaux Catalogue as "Port Essington” but labelled 
“Interior of Australia”. Possibly from the Port Essington 
Expedition, if so, then was collected in the foot of Cape 
York Peninsula, northern Queensland, in 1845. Gould 
Collection. Does not match the adtdt in Gould's The birds of 
Australia plate of “Amadina Gouldiae" (1840-1848, vol. 3: 
text to plate 88, published in 1844). Note that this specimen 
could not be found by Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 238). 

Specimens from Port Essington and environs with black 
face mask, or immature: 

ANSP 14638 (Verreaux No. 606) (Fig. 140). F, immature, no 
apparent head colour. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Van 
Diemen Gulf [in late August 1840], Gould Collection. 
Designated “Cotype” of Amadina goiddiae Gould, 1844 by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957:237) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 14637 (Verreaux No. 607) (Fig. 140). F, immature, no 
apparent head colour. Collected [by John Gilbert] at Van 
Diemen Gulf [in late August 1840], Gould Collection. 
Designated “Cotype” of Amadina gouldiae Gould, 1844 by 
Meyer de Schauensee (1957: 237) = paralectotype. 

ANSP 14636 (no other number). M, immature, moulting into black 
head. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection not 
recorded on label or in Register. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.142. M, adult with black head. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849], Collection of Captain Owen Stanley. 
BMNH 1850.7.20.“143” [A, should be .145?]. Marked M but probably 
F; immature moulting to black head. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849], Collection of Captain Owen Stanley. 
BMNH 1851.3.7.8. M, subadult moulting to black head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection of Sir John 
Richardson. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.9. M, adult with black head. Port Essington 
[collected 1838-1849], Collection ofSir John Richardson. 
BMNH 1851.3.7.10. ?F, subadult moulting to black head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection of Sir John 
Richardson. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.11. F, immature, moulting to black head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Collection of Sir John 
Richardson. 

BMNH 1851.3.“!” (probably should be .7) .12. M, immature, head 
colour not apparent. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Sir John Richardson. 

LIVM D.I773 (Fig. 141). F, immature, head colour not yet apparent. 

Collected by John Gilbert at Greenhill Island, Van Diemen 
Gulf, 30 August 1840. Collection of the 13th Earl of Derby. 
Probably from the type series of Amadina gouldiae Gotdd, 
1844. 


RMNH Old Catalogue: “ Chloebia gouldiae” No. 1. Immature. 

Mount removed from stand. Port Essington. Unknown 
(Old) Collection, received at auction. 

Specimens from Port Essington with red face mask: 

ANSP 14639 (Fig. 142). M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. Labelled Poephila mirabilis. 

ANSP 14640 (Fig. 142). M. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Gould Collection. Labelled Poephila mirabilis. 

BMNH I850.7.20.143[B]. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838- 
1849]. Collection of Captain Owen Stanley. 

BMNH 1850.7.20.144. ?M, immature moulting to red head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection of Captain 
Owen Stanley. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.6. M, adult. Port Essington [collected 1838-1849], 
Collection of Sir John Richardson. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.7. ?F, subadult moulting into red head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849], Collection of Sir John 
Richardson. 

BMNH 1851.3.7.13. M, immature, moulting to red head. Port 
Essington [collected 1838-1849]. Collection of Sir. John 
Richardson. 

MCZ “Poephila mirabilis ” on label in scrapbook, Lafresnaye no. 

6396. M, adult. Collected at Port Essington [1838-1849], 
Lafresnaye Collection. Specimen not found, 1999; does not 
appear to be on the MCZ database. 

NMV A female Poephila mirabilis from Port Essington [collected 
1838-1849] was included in the list of specimens sent by 
John Gould to Melbourne in 1859. This was probably NMV 
B.54845, which was destroyed by Allan McEvey in 1965. 
Note that there are three more Gouldian Finches in the Gould 
Collection at the N11M (Tring outstation) (1881.5.1.4483, .4495, 
.4491). All arc immatures without localities. Two have black heads; 
the third is grey-headed. 

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin 

Current name: Lonchura castaneothorax (Gould, 1837). 

Although not recorded by Gilbert or any of the 
nineteenth-century collectors, and not collected by the 
CSIRO party, a group of five Chestnut-breasted Mannikins 
ftew past H.J. Frith, just north of Caiman Creek, on 23 
September 1968. They were clearly seen and also identified 
by call. This seems to be the only sighting of Chestnut- 
breasted Mannikins on the Cobourg Peninsula. Frith and 
Calaby (1974: 172) pointed out that there is little suitable 
habitat for these birds there. 

It has been noted that there are two unidentified small 
finch-like birds from Port Essington listed under the family 
Estrildidae on the database of the National Museum ol 
Wales, CardilT(NMW 1979.053.2994 and 2995). Judging 
from photographs sent by NMW curator Peter Mowlctt, 
they might be Asian House Sparrows Passer clomesticusl. 
House Sparrows do occur in the Top End as occasional 
vagrants from Asia, probably brought in on ships, and are 
quickly exterminated by the staff of Parks and Wildlife 
(Richard Willan pers. comm. 2009). The two Cardill birds 
are from the Hewitt Collection and are likely to be from the 
settlement period (1838-1849), as is the 1 Iewitt Collection 
Golden-headed Cisticola from Port Essington now in the 
NHM. They need further investigation. 
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Table 3. Bird species recorded from the Cobourg Peninsula 
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Table 3. Bird species recorded from the Cobourg Peninsula (continued) 
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Table 3. Bird species recorded from the Cobourg Peninsula (continued) 
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Tabic 3. Bird species recorded from the Cobourg Peninsula (continued) 
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Table 3. Bird species recorded from the Cobourg Peninsula (continued) 
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Table 4. On page 111 of'Frith and Calaby (1974), Frith and Hitchcock drew up a list of bird species that the CSIRO expeditions had collected 
at Port Essington, but that were "not definitely ascribed to Port Essington by Gould”. In fact we have demonstrated in this paper that many 
of these species were indeed collected there by Gilbert (see Table 3). Species printed in bold denote the existence of museum specimens that 
have in fact since been attributed to Gilbert. Names in square brackets are the modem scientific names. “SI” denotes that Gilbert recorded 
seeing that particular species at Port Essington, although he did not collect it. 


Collected bv CSIRO: 

Ardea [Egretta] novaehollandiae. SI 
Aviceda suberistata. SI 
Hieraaetus morphnoides 
Falco longipennis 
Falco berigora. SI 

Haematopus ostralegus /longirostris] 
Haematopus ftdiginosus 
Charadrius alexandrinus [ruficapillus] 
Charadrius leschenaultii 
Burltinus magnirostris [Burhinus grallarius] 
Sterna albifrons [Sternula albifrons] 

Cacatua galerita. SI 

Eudynamis [Eudynamys] orientals [scolopacea] 
Eurostopodus guttatus [argus/ 

Halcyon [Todiramphus] pyrrhopygia 
Merops ornatus 
Eurystomus orientalis 
Petroclielidon nigricans. SI? 

Lalage sueurii 
Megalurus timoriensis 
Gerygone olivacea [albogularis], SI 
Climacteris melanurus 
Lichmera indistincta 


Sighted only bv CSIRO: 

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos [Microcarbo melanolencos], SI 
Anhinga rufa [novaehollandiae]. SI 

Sula leucogaster 

Threskiomis spinicollis [Threskiornis molucca spinicollis] 
Anas gibberifrons [gracilis] 

Anas superciliosa. SI 
Accipiter novaehollandiae. SI 
Hamirostra melanostema [melanosternon] 

Circus approximans 
Falco peregrinus 

Arenaria interpres (not mentioned in main CSIRO report) 
Ninox connivens (not mentioned in main CSIRO report) 
Fregata ariel. SI 


Table 5. ‘Birds recorded by Gould but not by CSIRO’ (second table on page 111 of Frith and Hitchcock). Those in bold are our additions to 
this list: 


Dupetor [Ixobrychus] flavicolhs 

Platalea regia (SI only) 

Accipiter cirrhocephalus (SI only) 

Cotumixypsilophora australis (CSIRO recorded call only) 
Coturnix [Excalfactoria] chinensis colletti 
Turnix maculosa [maculosus] (?SI only) 

Porphyrio porphyria 

Poliolimnas cinerea [Amaurornis cinereus] 

Charadrius veredus 
Elseyornis melanops 
Numenius madagascaricnsis 
Limosa limosa 

Gallinago hardwickii [rnegala] 

Calidris acuminata 

Sterna [Onyclioprion/ anaethetus (SI only) 

Sterna [Onychoprion]fuscata serrata (SI and probably collected) 

Sterna [Thalasseus] bengalensis 

?Ptilinopus cinctus alligator (possible SI only) 

Cacomantis variolosus 
Cuculus saturatus 

Cuculus[Cacomantis]pallidus (SI only) 


?Tyto alba [javanica] delicatula (SI only) 

?Tyto novaehollandiae (SI only) 

Edolisoma [Coracina] tenuirostre [tenuirostris melvillensis] [SI and 
call heard) 

Cisticola exilis 

[Cincloramphus cruralis was NOT recorded by Gilbert at Port 
Essington; locality error] 

Gerygone magnirostris 
Gerygone levigaster 
Myiagra ruficollis 
Rhipidura dryas dryas 
Peneoenanthe pulverulenta 

[Petroica cucullata was NOT recorded by Gilbert at Port Essington; 
locality error] 

Zosterops lutea [luteus] 

Ramsayornis fasciatus 
?Manorltina f. fluvigida 
Neochmia ruficauda subclarescens 

Poephila [Erythrura] gouldiae 
Artamus minor 
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Table 6. Avian scientific names based on type specimens that were collected at Port Essington. This list is based on Frith and Flitchcock ( in 
Frith and Calaby 1974: 110), with additional scientific names inserted in bold where these are now also known to have been based on types 
from Port Essington. We have also indicated where scientific names have been mistakenly linked to material from Port Essington. The list 
has been re-set into modem taxonomic order; information in square brackets is inferred. 


Non-passerine names 

Collector 

Megapodius tumulus Gould, 1842. Now M reinwardt tumulus 

[John Gilbert] 

Synoicus cervinus Gould, 1865. Now considered to be a synonym of Coturnix 
ypsilophora australis (Latham. 1802) 

[John Gilbert?] 

Dendrocygna australis Reichenbach, 1850. Now D. arcuata australis 

[John Gilbert] and others 

Dendrocygna gouldi Bonaparte, 1865. Now consided to be a synonym of 
Denrocygna arcuata australis Reichenbach, 1850; sec above 

[John Gilbert| and others 

Nettapus pulchellus Gould, 1842. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert (Port Essington) and H.M.S. Beagle 
(Benjamin Bynoe) from Victoria River) 

Herodias immaculata Gould, 1846. Now considered to be a synonym of 
Egrettagarzctta nigripes (Temminck, 1840). Types probably include Port 
Essington material 

[John Gilbert] 

Ardea (Herodias) picata Gould, 1845. Now Egretta picata 

John Ince, John Gilbert 

Ardetta stagnatilis Gould, 1848. Now Butorides striata stagnatilis 

John Gilbert 

Porzana leucophrys Gould, 1847. Now Amaurornis cinerea leucophrys 

[John Gilbert] 

Hemipodius castanotus Gould, 1840. Now Turnix castanotus 

Types actually collected by Benjamin Bynoe in the 

Western Kimberley region. 

Limosa melanuroides Gould, 1846. Now Limosa lirnosa melonuroides 

John Gilbert 

Actitis empusa Gould, 1848. Now considered to be a synonym of Actitis 
hypoleucos (Linnaeus, 1758) 

|John Gilbert] 

Totanus griseopygius Gould, 1848. Now considered to be a synonym of 
Tringa hrevipes (Vieillot, 1816) 

John Gilbert (specimens from Van Diemen Gulf) 

Hiaticula inormta Gould, 1846. Now considered to be an amalgam of 
Charadrius mongolus Pallas, 1776 and C. leschenaultii Lesson, 1826; 
Hiaticula inornata should probably be restricted as a synonym of 

Charadrius mongolus 

John Ince (Torres Straits) and John Gilbert (Port 
Essington) 

Charadrius veredus Gould, 1848. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert 

Lobivanellus personatus Gould, 1842. Now considered to be a synonym of 
Vanellus miles miles (Boddaert, 1783) 

John Gilbert 

Chalcophaps longirostris Gould, 1848. Now Clialcopliaps indica longimstris 

Unknown collector and William Chambers? 

Geopelia placida Gould. 1844. Now Geopelia striata tranqtulla 

John Gilbert 

Ptilinopus ewingii Gould. 1842. Now Ptilinopus regina ewingi 

John Gilbert (probably from Van Diemen Gulf) 

Calyptorhynchus macrorhynchus Gould, 1843. Now Calyptorhynchus 
hanksii macrorhynchus 

|John Gilbert] 

Cacatua sanguined Gould, 1843. Now Cacatua sanguinea sanguinea 

Crew of H.M.S. Beagle , William Chambers and 
R.A.Bankier? 

Ptistes coccineopterus Gould, 1865. Now considered a synonym of 
Aprosmictus erythropterus (Gmelin, 1788) 

William Chambers, John Gilbert and John 
MacGillivray 

Cuculus optatus Gould, 1845. Now considered a synonym of Cuculus 
saturates Blyth, 1843 

Unknown collector 

Cuculus dumetorum Gould, 1845. Now Cacomantis variolosus dumetorum 

|John Gilbert] 

Chrysococcyx minutillus Gould, 1860. Now Chalcites minutillus 

[John Gilbert] 

Centropus macrounis Gould, 1847. Now Centropus phasianinus macrounis 

[John Gilbert] 

Athene rufa Gould, 1846. Now Nitiox mfa ntfa 

John Gilbert 

Aegotheles leucogaster Gould, 1844. Now Aegotheles cristatus leucogaster 

[John Gilbert] 

Alcyone ruficollaris Bankier, 1841. Now Ceyx azureus ruficollaris 

R.A. Bankier (?lost) 
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Table 6. Avian scientific names based on type specimens that were collected at Port Essington (continued) 


Alcyone pulchra Gould, 1846. Also now Ceyx azure us ruficollaris (Bankier, 
1841) 

John Gilbert 

Dacelo cervina Gould, 1838. Now considered a synonym of Dacelo leachii 
Vigors and Horsfield, 1826 

Types almost certainly not front the Cobourg 

Peninsula 

Halcyon macleayii Jardine and Selby, 1830. Now Todiramphus macleayii 
macleayii 

Types obtained by Alexander Macleay from the 
vicinity of Cobourg Peninsula? 

Passerine names 

Collector 

Pitta iris Gould, 1842. Name unchanged 

R.A. Bankier and William Chambers 

Mahons cruentatus Gould, 1840. Now Malurus melanocephalus cruentatus 

Types from King Sound, per H.M.S. Beagle, not from 

Port Essington 

Pardalotus uropygialis Gould, 1840. Now Pardalotus striatus uropygialis 

Types from north-west coast, per H.M.S. Beagle, not 
from Port Essington 

Smicrornisflavescens Gould, 1843. Now Smicromis brevirostrisflavescens 

John Gilbert 

Getygone levigaster Gould, 1843. Now Gerygone levigaster levigaster 

John Gilbert (at least some material from Van Diemen 
Gulf). 

Gerygone magnirostris Gould, 1843. Now Getygone magnirostris 
magnirostris 

John Gilbert (Van Diemen Gulf) 

Gerygone chlomnotus Gould, 1843. Now Getygone chloronota chloronota 

John Gilbert 

Ptilotis unicolor Gould, 1843. Now Lichanostomus unicolor 

John Gilbert 

Entomyza albipennis Gould, 1841. Now Entomyzon cyanotis albipennis 

Probably crew of H.M.S. Beagle from Port Essington 

Melithreptus albogtilaris Gould, 1848. Now Melithreptus albogularis 
albogularis 

John Gilbert and others 

Tropidorhynchus sordidus Gould, 1848. Now Philemon citreogularis 
sordidtts 

[John Gilbert| 

Tropidorhynchus argenticeps Gould, 1840. Now Philemon aigenticeps 
argenticeps 

H.M.S. Beagle (Benjamin Bynoe) from north-west 
Australia, not from Port Essington 

Gliciphila fasciata Gould. 1843. Now Ramsayornis fasciatus 

John Gilbert 

Entomophila? albogularis Gould, 1843. Now Conopophila albogularis 
albogularis 

John Gilbert (Van Diemen Gulf and Point Smith) 

Myzomela erythrocephala Gould, 1840. Name unchanged 

H.M.S. Beagle (Benjamin Bynoe) from north-west 
Australia, not from Port Essington 

Myzomela obscura Gould, 1842. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert 

Eopsaltria leucura Gould, 1869. Now Peneoenanthepulverulenta leucura! 
Type specimens for names P. pulverulenta leucura and P. pulverulenta 
alligator need to be resolved 

John Gilbert (Port Essington) and J. Cockerell (Cape 
York) 

MicroecaJlavigaster Gould, 1843. Now MicroecaJJavigasterflavigaster 

[John Gilbert] 

Pomatorhinus rubeculus Gould, 1840. Now Pomatostomus temporalis 
rubeculus 

H.M.S. Beagle (Benjamin Bynoe) from north-west 
Australia, not from Port Essington 

Sittella leucoptera Gould, 1840. Now Daphoenositta chrysoptera leucoptera 

H.M.S. Beagle (Benjamin Bynoe) from north-west 
Australia, not from Port Essington 

Pachycepltalasimplex Gould, 1843. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert (Van Diemen Gulf and Port Essington) 

Pachycephala falcata Gould, 1844. Now Pachycepltala rufiventris falcata 

John Gilbert 

Colluricincla parvula Gould, 1845. Now Colluricincla megarhynchaparvula 

John Gilbert 

Colluricincla brutmea Gould, 1841. Now Colluricincla harmonica brunnea 

Crew' of 11.M.S. Beagle from north-west Australia, not 
from Port Essington 

Rltipidura dryas Gould, 1843. Now Rliipidura dryas dry as 

[John Gilbert| 

Rhipidura isura Gould, 1840. Now Rltipidura rufiventris Isura 

George Grey and John Dring, from north-west coast, not 
from Port Essington 

Rltipidurapictata Gould, 1848. Now Rhipidura lettcophryspicata 

John Gilbert 

Dicritriis bracteatus Gould, 1842. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert and others 

Myiagra concinna Gould, 1848. Now Myiagra rubecula concinna 

John Gilbert 

Piezorhynchus nitidus Gould, 1841. Now Myiagra alecto melvillensis 
(Mathews, 1912) 

H.M.S. Beagle (John Dring) from north-west Australia, 
not from Port Essington 
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Table 6. Avian scientific names based on type specimens that were collected at Port Essington (continued) 


Artamus leucopygialis Gould, 1842. Now Artamus leucoryncltus 
leucopygialis 

John Gilbert, Port Essington; John Gould, New 

South Wales 

Grauculus hvpoleucus Gould, 1848. Now Coracina papuensis hypoleuca 

John Gilbert 

Oriolus affinis Gould, 1848. Now Oriolus sagittatus qffinis 

[John Gilbert] 

Zosterops luteus Gould, 1843. Name unchanged 

John Gilbert (Van Diemen Gulf) 

Cysticola lineocapilla Gould, 1847. Now Cisticola exilis lineocapilla 

[John Gilbert] 

Poephila personata Gould, 1842. Now Poephila personatapersonata 

John Gilbert 

Amadina annulosa Gould, 1840. Now Taeniopygia hichenovii annulosa 

H.M.S. Beagle (Benjamin Bynoe and John Dring) from 
north-west Australia, not from Port Essington 

Amadina gouldiae Gould, 1844. Now Erythrura gouldiae 

John Gilbert (Port Essington) and H.M.S. Beagle 
(Benjamin Bynoe) from north-west Australia 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The Cobourg Peninsula has proved to be the most 
important single locality for the collection of the first 
specimens of Australian birds and mammals, even 
surpassing much-visited sites such as King George’s Sound 
in south-west Australia. A pie-chart drawn up to compare 
the relative importance of Australian localities for the 
discovery of new species of higher vertebrates described 
between 1835 and 1850 (Fig. 144) showed that nearly 16% 
of all such new species had been discovered on the Cobourg 
Peninsula, in particular at Port Essington (Fisher 1992). This 
is certainly in the most part due to the professionalism of 
John Gilbert, but also to many of the naval officers who 
visited the colony before and after Gilbert’s visit from 1840 
to 1841. The site itself, positioned as it is at the tropical 
edge of northern Australia, was indeed a rich source of new 
species and subspecies when it was first settled. 

It would be particularly valuable to continue well- 
planned faunal surveys of the area at regular intervals, 
particularly for birds, as no other Australian location can 
offer such discrete sets of carefully gathered data through 
time. The first set was gathered in 1838-1849 by the resident 
surgeons of the colony, by the crews of the Beagle, Peloras, 
Fly and Rattlesnake and most importantly by John Gilbert, a 
second set was produced in the 1870s by Alexander Morton, 
and we have David Parson’s series of excellent skins from 
1954. Lastly there is the large series collected in the 1960s 
by the CSIRO expeditions and more recent collections 
made by MAGNT staff. 

The numerical facts are detailed in Tables 1 and 3. 

In summary, John Gilbert (up to 13 species), John 
MacGillivray (up to 11), David Johnson (8) and the 



Fig. 144. The Cobourg Peninsula has proved to be the most 
important single locality for the collection of the first specimens of 
Australian birds and mammals, even surpassing much-visited sites 
such as King George’s Sound in south-west Australia. Nearly 16% 
of all forms from these two groups which have stated type localities 
were described from material collected around the old naval colony 
of Port Essington or on the peninsula nearby. Pie chart from Fisher 
(1992). © Clemency Fisher. 


CSIRO survey (20) were the most prolific collectors of 
mammals. 

The species count for birds is impressive: John Gilbert 
(up to 170), William Chambers and John MacGillivray 
(Fig. 145 - both more than 70), Alexander Morton (50) 
and CSIRO (158). In all, the bird species and subspecies 
list for the Cobourg Peninsula in this monograph is just 
over 200. 

The crucial need to document old specimens, now 
scattered in museums all over the world, is becoming 
more and more apparent as techniques, such the computer 
documentation of the past distributions of endangered 
species, or the extraction of“ancient DN A” from specimens, 
are becoming better refined. Gilbert’s specimens are perhaps 
more scattered than most, due to the entrepreneurial nature 
of his employer, John Gould, and this monograph is the 
result of intensive ferreting done over the last 25 years 
in order to locate and analyse his specimens. Gilbert’s 
material is undoubtedly amongst the best of nineteenth 
century collections; not only are the specimens well 
prepared, but they usually bear meticulous field labels 
with information crucial to the twentieth and twenty-first 
century researchers. His industrious nature and eagle eye 
in the field are manifested by the recent discovery that at 
least 8% of all known forms of recent Australian birds and 
mammals were collected for the first time by Gilbert, who 
had started out as the son of a humble carpenter from rural 
Kent (Fisher 1992). 

John Gould used Gilbert’s specimens and field notes 
extensively (if in a rather un-acknowdedgcd fashion) for 
his works on Australian birds and mammals which were 
published between 1840 and the mid-1860s. Since then, 
only a few Australian naturalists such as Alex Chisholm and 
Hubert Whittell have realised the importance of Gilbert’s 
legacy. This is the first of several planned large-scale works 
to be based on John Gilbert’s field collections; a long-term 
project is also taking place to re-appraise the taxonomic 
status of Gilbert’s material, indeed of all the Gould bird 
material at the ANSP. One hopes these projects will not take 
as long to complete as this one has (15 years). 
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APPENDIX 1 


John Gilbert’s manuscript notes on the vertebrate fauna of the Cobourg Peninsula, written for his employer John Gould, and on which 
our monograph The top of the Top End is based. The originals are in the John Gould Collection, Zoology Library, at the Natural History 
Museum, London ( Quadrupeds of Port Essington 8/2/4, Reptiles of Port Essington 8/3/2, and Birds observed inhabiting the Cobourg 
Peninsula 8/5/3). Gilbert must have written these notes between September 1841 and February 1842, when he was briefly back in England. 
© The Natural History Museum, London. 
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APPENDIX 2 

John MacGillivray’s species list from H.M.S. Fly, largely from Port Essington, dated May 1845 

Original list compiled by the 13th Earl of Derby (Fig. 145), almost certainly directly from the original field labels on John 
MacGillivray’s specimens, with accompanying letters to and from John Gould, to whom he was lending the specimens. All these 
manuscripts are now in the Gould Collection, Zoology Library, the NHM, London. 

Letters 

From Lord Derby at Knowsley Hall, Lancashire to John Gould in Broad Street, Golden Square, London. 

May [28th?] 1845: 

"I have this morning been looking over the small collection sent by Mr McGHlivray [sic] to me this spring. They seem / think entirely 
obtained at Port Essington in Oct. & Novr/ 44. & you will I thinkfind scarcely any ifany new Species, tho 'there are some rather scarce 
and some very common ... I will send them to you as soon as I can and shall be glad if they prove of any use to your objects. " 

“ Tou wilt find among them a female which I take to be your Nettapi [Nettapus], & another very handsome Goose of which the Trachea 
is sent, pray let these last be specially taken care of as they are great objects with me ... " 

“You will find to the Birds different sets of Nos attached, the smaller figures relate to the No of specimens in the Collection reed, the 
larger I suppose to some List of Mr McG’s own ... some are from Rainier Islet. ” 


“Knowsley June 2. [18]45 
Sir, 

You expressed a desire, in one o/_v[ou]r late letters, to see the skins I lately rec[eive]d. from Mr McGiUivray, as we suppose,) & I 
have therefore now directed Wilson to pack them up carefully & send them up to you, as you seemed to think they might prove of some 
Service to you which I hope may be the case. I am ever, Derby 
They will be sent off p[e]r Rail Road this afternoon.” 


John Gould, rough draft of a letter to Lord Derby, |8th?[ June 1843. 

“7 have to offer you my best thanks for a sight of the collection sent to your Lordship by Mr MacGillivray. Some of the birds are rare 
altho I do not think there are any new ifI extract a Tern with a white ... crown. This is a veiy beautiful Specimen and if Ifind it unde¬ 
scribed will give it a name at the next meeting of the Zoological Society. ” 

“l have taken the liberty of retaining this Birdfor a short time with 4 others of the group which differ in some particular from species 
in my collection and from which I wish to make notes from and in some instances drawings ... the remainder of the Collection / return 
to your Lonlship by this days train ... ” 

A letter from Lord Derby dated 11 June 1845 stated that he had safely received the returned loan back from Gould. 

On 10 June 1845 Gould indeed presented a new species of tern, Sterna gracilis, at a meeting of the Zoological Society of 
London (published in Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, vol. 13: 76) but this was based on John Gilbert material 
from the Houtman Abrolhos, off the coast of Western Australia. 

From Lord Derby and Gould’s letters, we must assume that Gould might subsequently have acquired, or exchanged some of 
the specimens from the list below with the earl. They could therefore now be in any museum that has Gould material, but most 
were returned to Lord Derby and are now in NML. Oddly, most of these are labelled as being “purchased of J. Gould, November 
1845”. When he received the loan back from Gould in June 1845, Lord Derby must have either forgotten that they had originally 
been his specimens, or he forgot to brief his curators before they labelled the specimens a few months later. 

There are also some MacGillivray specimens in the NHM (Tring outstation), which were donated by Lord Derby in May 1845 
(i.e. before he sent the letter and list to Gould). These were possibly specimens he considered “duplicates”. 

Interestingly, MacGillivray’s field numbers allow us some idea of the rate at which he collected specimens: from the list below 
it can be seen that in October and November 1844 his field numbers for the birds run from 126 to 177 (total 52); 48 individual 
specimens which were collected in these two months are on the list of MacGillivray’s birds which Lord Derby lent Gould. The 
slight discrepancy can be explained by the fact that a few of MacGillivray’s October/November 1844 birds have been found in 
the NML collections which were not lent to Gould, such as Ardea intermedia D.4679s, a male collected by MacGillivray at Port 
Essington in November 1844 (which bears his collection number 161). By 6 June 1845 MacGillivray’s field collection numbers 
had reached 325 ( Nycticorax Caledonians LIVM D.4696s). 

However, it appears MacGillivray numbered his birds in batches, rather than consecutively by date (the field collection num¬ 
bers on a group of Sternafuscata he collected on Raine’s Islet in June 1844, which are now in NML, run as follows: No. 56 on 
7th, No. 55 on 9th, No. 58 on 10th, No. 57 on 13th, No 69 on 14th). It can also be seen from some of MacGillivray’s original 
field labels that these were indeed the source of the information on Lord Derby’s list, as the ones the earl had difficulty reading 
are just as difficult to read today. 

It should also be noted that many of the mammals on the list cannot now be matched. It is possible that Lord Derby gave some 
of these to the BM, but it is also possible that some were on display in the Liverpool Museum’s Upper Horseshoe Gallery when 
it was firebombed in the Second World War; most of the mammals held by the museum were lost at this time. 
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Fig. 145. Copy by Lord Derby of a list of specimens collected by John MacGillivray during his stay at Port Essington in 1844, after he and 
John Ince had been dropped off there by the crew of H.M.S. Fly. The collection was sent to his employer, Edward Stanley, 13th Earl of Derby, 
in England, and now appears to be divided between National Museums Liverpool and the Natural History Museum in London. Many of the 
specimens have recently been reunited with their data (see “List of Species’ in Appendix 2) alter reference was made to this list, which is 
amongst John Gould’s papers in the Zoology Library of the NHM in South Kensington. As is the message in the caption for Fig. 112, never 
throw anything away - flesh, paper, or even the siring that ties a label on! < The Natural History Museum. 
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List of species. Entitled by Lord Derby: li McGillivray.P[ox]t Essington 1845 May ” (but sent to Gould at the beginning of June 
1845). Items in square brackets have been inferred - in the case of some of the locality details, from the “ditto” signs inserted 
by Lord Derby. 


No. 

on 

list 

Zoological name 

copied from John 
MacGillivray’s 
field labels by 

Lord Derby as: 

Date and place 

of collection as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from JM’s 
field labels 

MacGillivray’s 
field number as 
copied by Lord 
Dcrbv from 
JM’s field 
labels 

Modern species 
name 

Present whereabouts and accession 
number of specimen 

MacGillivray’s 
field details as 
actually on his 
original field 
label 


“Anim”[als] 






No. 1 

Pteropus javanicus 
m[ale] 

P.E. Oct. 1844 


1 Pteropus alecto 
gouldii 

Not found. Cannot be L1VM D.474, 
skin of female Pteropus alecto 
gouldii, collected by JM at Port 
Essington in December 1844, but 
not donated to Lord Derby until 
September 1846. 


2 

Mus penicillatus 

m[ale] 

P.E. Oct. 1844 


IConilurus 

penicillatus 

7BMNH 1844.10.17.29. Spirit 
specimen and dry skull. Collected 
by JM at Port Essington, no date 
recorded. 


3 

[Mus] n[ew] 
sp[ecies] 

[P.E], Nov. [1844] 



No possibilities found 


4 

[left blank] 






5 

Lizard 



'IVaranus tristis 

OR 

“Monitor 

Gouldii” (= 
Varanus goudlii), 
mentioned by JM 
in his account 
of 1844 stay at 

PE (1846: 1483), 
but no suitable 
specimens of this 
latter exist? 

IVaranus tristis BMNH 1845.5.13.37, 
“stuffed”, collected at Port Essington 
but with no date, was donated to the 
BM at the same time as this list was 
compiled. 


6 

Worgark of 
Aborigines] 

P.E. Oct. 18[44] 


Probably 

John Gilbert’s 
“Wor=gi” and 
MacGillivray’s 
“Waugai” 

= Petaurus 
breviceps ariel 

Not found. Presumably not BMNH 
1846.8.26.13, skin and skull of 
female Petaurus breviceps ariel 
collected by JM at Port Essington in 
December 1844 


7 

Ditto 

ditto 


IPetaurus 
breviceps ariel 



8 

Macropus 



Macropus agilis 

LIVM D.223, skin of male kangaroo, 
collected by JM at Port Essington in 
November 1844 

“Macropus 
melanops male” 
/“Ardaon & 
Albooge of 
Aborigines” 


[Birds] 






No. 1 

Porzana female 



Amaurornis 

cinerea 

leucophrys 

LIVM D.5347s. “Male” on museum 
label. 

“Purchased of (actually returned 
by) J. Gould, November 1845”. Two 
other specimens were collected by 

JM at this time: D.5320s (see No. 5 
of this list) and BMNH 1845.5.21.6, 
a male collected at Port Essington in 
November 1844, specimen number 
156, donated to the BM by Lord 
Derby 

“Port Essington. 
November 1844” 
/“No. 155. 
Porzana female”. 
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No. 

on 

list 

Zoological name 
copied from John 
MacGillivray’s 
field labels by 

Lord Derby as: 

Date and place 
of collection as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from JM’s 
field labels 

MacGillivray’s 
field number as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from 
JM’s field 
labels 

Modern species 
name 

Present whereabouts and accession 
number of specimen 

MacGillivray’s 
field details as 
actually on his 
original field 
label 

2 

Podiceps sex 
unknown 



Tachybaptus 

novaehollandiae 

LIVM D.5380a, unsexed bird 

collected by JM at Port Essington 
in November 1844. “Purchased of 
(actually returned by) J. Gould, 
November 1845”. Also see No. 24 of 
this list. 

Label actually 

reads “ Podiceps 
sex not noted”. 

The field number 
is very faint, 
possibly is No. 

153. 

3 

Ibis Falcinellus 
fem[ale] 


176 

Plegadis 

falcinellus 

LIVM D.4776s, female collected 

by JM at Port Essington, November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845". Also see No. 34 of this list. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

4 

Entomyza 
albipennis Male 

Oct. /[18]44 

140 

Entomyzon 

cyanotis 

albipennis 

LIVM D886s, male collected by JM 

at Port Essington, October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845". 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

5 

Porzana male 

Nov. /[18]44 

154 

Amaurornis 

cinerea 

leucophrys 

LIVM D.5320s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington. November 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 1 of this list 

All details 

correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

6 

Himcmtopus 
leucocephalus male 

Nov./ [18]44 

170 

Himantopus 

himantopus 

leucocephalus 

LIVM D.5027s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington, November 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

7 

Platycercus Browni 
m[ale] 

[Nov./ [18]44] 

135 

Platycercus 

venustus 

The female Platycercus venustus 

(No. 28 of this list) is in the LIVM 
collections, but this male cannot be 
found. 


8 

AlaudcT! male 

Oct./ [18]44 

149 

IMirafra javanica 
soderbergi 

Not found 


9 

Sterna Female 

July/ [18]4[4], 

Sand [bar?] ?.I 

82 

? 

Not found. In July 1844, JM was on 

or near Raine's Islet, Torres Straits 

Note that 

specimen 
number 82 was 
allocated to a 
bird collected in 
July; the lowest 
number allocated 
to a specimen 
collected in 
October is 126. 

JM therefore 
collected approx. 
44 specimens 
between July and 
October 1844 

10 

Halcyon McLeayii 
M[ale] 

Oct. /[18]44. P.E. 

139 

Todiramphus 

macleayii 

LIVM D.1618e, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington, October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

All details 

correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 
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No. 

on 

list 

Zoological name 
copied from John 
MacGillivray’s 
field labels by 

Lord Derby as: 

Date and place 
of collection as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from JM’s 
field labels 

MacGillivray’s 
field number as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from 
JM's field 
labels 

Modern species 
name 

Present whereabouts and accession 
number of specimen 

MacGillivray’s 
field details as 
actually on his 
original field 
label 

11 

Parra Gallinacea 
M[ale] 

Nov. /[18]44. P.E. 

171 

Irediparra 

gallinacea 

novaehollandiae 

MacGillivray’s No. 171 is possibly 
lost. BMNH 1845.5.21.5, male 
collected by JM at Port Essington 
in November 1844, donated by 

Lord Derby at same date as he 
compiled the list (but before the date 
of his letter), bears MacGillivray’s 
collection number 172. There is 
also a MacGillivray specimen from 
Port Essington in Dublin (NMINH 
2003.51.479, female), but this 
does not have a date or number of 
collection. 


12 

Tringa .male 

Oct. /[18]44. P.E. 

135 

ICalidris 

acuminata 

ICalidris acuminata LIVM 

D.4944s, male collected by JM at 

Port Essington in October 1844, 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845". 

“No 130” on field 
label; may have 
been misread by 
Lord Derby 

13 

Nettapus 



Nettapus 

pulchellus 

Nettapus pulchellus LIVM 899k, 
female, has lost most of its original 
labels but still has a label stating 
“Purchd of J. Gould, Nov. 1845”, 
which would imply it was one of 
the birds from this list. Another 
possibility is BMNH 1845.5.21.4, but 
this is missing. 


14 

blank 


143 

? 

Not found. 


15 

Pitta Iris Fem[ale] 

Nov.[18]44. PE. 

177 

Pitta iris 

Pitta iris LIVM D.5366 has no data, 
but is labelled “Purchd. of J. Gould, 
Nov. 1845", which would imply it 
was one of the birds from this list. 


16 

Streps Has Australis 

from Raine’s Islet 
Aug./[18]44 


Arenaria 

interpres 

? LIVM D.4956s. Female from 

Raine’s Islet, was collected by JM in 
August 1844. but is labelled as being 
acquired by Derby from JM in Jan. 
1846 


17 

Geophaps Smithii 
[Young] 

Pt. Ess. Oct./ 

[18]44 

134 

Geophaps smithii 

LIVM D.4222s, immature collected 
by JM at Port Essington in October 
1844 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

18 

Geophaps Smithii 
male 

PE. [Oct./[18]44] 

142 

Geophaps smithii 

Not found 


19 

Rallus female 

[P.E.] Nov.[1844] 

157 

? 

Not found 


20 

Graucalus 
melartops m[ale] 

[P.E.] Oct.[1844] 

135 

Coracina 

novaehollandiae 

melanops 

LIVM D.2240s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 38 of this list. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

21 

Eurystomus 
Australis m[ale] 

P.E. Nov. [1844] 

151 

Eurystomus 

orientalis 

pacificus 

LIVM D.600s, male collected by JM 
at Port Essington in November 1844. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

22 

Plotus .... m[ale] 

[P.E. Nov. 1844] 

160 

Anltinga 

novaehollandiae 

LIVM 562d (no data) came from 
Gould but in March 1845, so is 
unlikely to be MacGillivray’s 
specimen. 
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Zoological name 
copied from .lolln 
MacGillivray’s 
field labels by 

Lord Derby as: 

Date and place 
of collection as 
copied by Lord 
Derby from JM’s 
field labels 

MacGillivray’s 
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field details as 
actually on his 
original field 
label 

23 

Ttirnix.... m[ale] 

[P.E.] Oct.[1844] 

139 

Turnix castanotus 

LIVM D.4552s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844 “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 
except JM's field 
number appears 
to be 137 not 

139. 139 is the 
field number for 
No. 10 of this 
list, Halcyon 
macleayii 

24 

Podiceps.... m[ale] 

Pt.E.Nov. [18]44 

152 

Tachybaptus 

novaehollandiae 

novaehollandiae 

LIVM D.5380, male collected by JM 
at Port Essington in November 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845". Also see 
No. 2 of this list 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

25 

Centropus 
Phasianellus male 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

175 

Centropus 

phasianinus 

macraurus 

Not found 


26 

Liniosa .male 

[Pt.E.Nov. 1844] 

173 

ILimosa limosa 
melanuroides 

Female Limosa limosa melanuroides 
D.5028s matches No. 32 of this list, 
but the male cannot be found. 


27 

Charadrius . 

male 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

150 

Pluvialis fulva 

LIVM D.5126s, adult male in non¬ 
breeding plumage collected by JM 
at Port Essington in November 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

28 

Platycercus .... 
female 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

167 

Platycercus 

venustus 

LIVM D.5624s, female collected by 
JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. "Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 7 of this list, 
which cannot be found 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

29 

Meliphaga 
peniciUata m[ale] 

[Pt.E.Nov. 1844] 

162 

Meliphaga 
penicillata does 
not occur in 
this part of NT. 
'IRamsayornis 
fasciatus 

7LIVM D.1008s. Male Ramsayornis 

fasciatus collected by JM at Port 
Essington in November 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

Unfortunately 

D.1008s no 
longer bears JM’s 
field label, so it 
is not possible 
to be sure this 
specimen of 
Ramsayornis 
fasciatus is No. 

29 of this list 

30 

Perdix Australis 
fem[ale] 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

152 

Coturnix 

ypsilophora 

australis 

LIVM D.3675c. Female collected by 
JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. 

Field specimen 
number is 
actually 159. 

152 is the field 
number for No. 

24 “Podiceps 
m[ale]”. 

Otherwise 
correctly 
transcribed by 

Lord Derby 

31 

Pachycepltala.... 

(this partly crossed 
out) fern [ale] 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

163 

Pachycepltala 

rufiventris falcata 

LIVM D.2l37s, female collected by 

JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 

1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 
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32 

Limosa.... fem[ale] 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

174 

Limosa limosa 
melanuroides 

L1VM D.5028s, female collected by 
JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

33 

Ardeola .... male 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

148 

Egretta picata 

L1VM D.4675s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

34 

Ibis falcinellus male 

[Pt.E. Nov. 1844] 

166 

Plegadis 

falcinellus 

L1VM D.4775s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 3 of this list. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

35 

Anas .... fem[ale] 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

145 

Anas gracilis 

LIVM D.5376, female collected by 

JM at Port Essington, October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

Actually labelled 
by MacGillivray 
as “Duck 
female”. The 
specimen field 
number is very 
faint but may be 

146 

36 

Malurus Brownii 
m[ale] 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

133 

Malurus 

melanocephalus 

cruenlatus 

LIVM D.600b, male collected by JM 
at Port Essington in October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

37 

Melithreptus .... 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

141 

I Melithreptus 

albogularis 

albogularis 

Not found. 


38 

Grauculus 
melanops m[ale] 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

136 

Coracina 

novaehollandiae 

melanops 

LIVM D.5534s, female collected 
by JM at Port Essington in October 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 20 of this list. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby, 
except the 
original field 
label reads 
“Grauculus 
melanops 
female”. 

39 

Nycticorax Caled. 
m[ale] 

[Pt.E. Oct. 1844] 

128 

Nycticorax 

caledonicus 

LIVM D.4698s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. Also see No. 47 of this list. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

40 

Calyptorhynchus ... 
fem[ale] 

[Pt.E.] Nov. [1844] 

164 

Calyptorhynchus 

hanksii 

macrorhvnchus 

LIVM D.3520s, female collected by 
JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

41 

[Phalacro]corax.... 
m[ale] 

[Pt.E.] Oct. [1844] 

131 

Phalacrocorax 

sulcirostris 

LIVM D.5398, male collected by JM 
at Port Essington in October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 
J. Gould November 1845”. 

“Phalacrocorax 
male” on label. 
Otherwise 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby. 
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42 

Anser Tadornoides 
fem[ale] 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

126 

Anseranus 

semipalmata 

LIVM D. 886 c, female collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould November 

1845”. Note that No. 46 of this list is 
not the same species. 

MacGillivray 

actually wrote 
“Casarca 
Tadornoides 
female”, but all 
other details 
were correctly 
copied by Lord 
Derby. Note this 
goose has the 
lowest specimen 
field collection 
number in this 
list. 

43 

Anas Novae Holl. 
fem[ale] 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

145 

Anas superciliosa 

LIVM D. 86 II 1 , female collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 

correctly copied 
by Lord Derby. 
Two others (in 
LIVM) collected 
by JM in 
December 1844 
are numbered 

196 and 197 

44 

Cacatua galerita 
male 

[Pt.E.] Nov. [1844] 

165 

Cacatua galerita 

LIVM D.5602s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in November 
1844. “Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

All details 

correctly copied 
by Lord Derby 

45 

Porphyrio 
castanotis male 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

127 

Porphyrio 

porphyrio 

melanotus 

?L1VM 5247s, a specimen with no 

data. Labels on this specimen were 
removed and it was re-made for 
comparative purposes. There are no 
other possible matches in the LIVM 
collection. Possibly lost. 


46 

White Duck Male 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

147 

Tadorna radjah 
rufitergum 

D.847b, female collected by JM at 

Port Essington in October 1844. 
“Purchased of (actually returned by) 

J. Gould, November 1845”. 

JM’s original 

label actually 
records this 
as a female, 
otherwise ail 
details were 
correctly copied 
by Lord Derby, 

47 

Nycticorax Caled. 
male 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

128 

Nycticorax 

caledonicus 

LIVM D.4665s, male collected by 

JM at Port Essington in October 

1844. "Purchased of (actually 
returned by) J. Gould, November 
1845”. 

Field number is 

actually 129 (No. 
128 is Nycticorax 
caledonicus No. 

39 of this list). 
Otherwise all 
details correctly 
copied by Lord 
Derby, 

48 

9 

[Pt.EJ Oct. [1844] 

168 

9 

Not found 
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Index 


A 

Acalyptophis peronii 54 
Acanthophis antarcticus 52 
Acanthophis praelongus 52 
Acanthurus grammoptilus 33 
Accipiter cirrhocephalus 96 
Accipiter fasciatus didimus 96 
Accipiter fasciatus fasciatus 96 
Accipiter novaehollandiae 96 
Accipiter torquatus 75 
Acrocephalus australis 191 
Acrocephalus stentoreus australis 191 
Actitis empusa 106 
Act it is hypoleucos 106 
Aegialitis nigrifrons 111 
Aegotheles cristatus leucogaster 137 
Aegotheles leucogaster 137 
Agile Wallaby 54 
Alcedo azurea ruficollaris 137 
Alcedo pusilla 138 
A Icedo ruficollaris 13 7 
Alcyone azurea 75 
Alcyone pusilla 75 
Alytes australis 40 
Amadina acuticauda 196 
Amadina annulosa 134, 196, 198 
Amadina Annulosa 76, 194 
Amadina gouldiae 198,201 
Amadina Gouldiae 198 
Amadina personata 196 
Amadina nficauda 195 
Amphacanthus gymnopareius 34 
Amphacanthus notostictus 34 
Amphiprion sp. 36 
Anas gracilis 85 
Anas superciliosa 84 
Anemonefish 36 

Anhinga melanogaster novaehollandiae 
86 

A ns e ran as semipalmata 80 
Antaresia childreni 57 
Antechinus bellus 57 
Antechinus bilarni 33 
Antechinus sp. cf. Bilarni 3 
Anthus 192 
Antilopine Wallaroo 46 
Aprosmictus erythropterus 127 
Apuspac ficus 137 
Aquila audax 96 
Aquilafucosa 75 
Arafura Fantail 172 
Ardea alba modesta 90 
Ardea cinerea 89 
Ardea (Herodias) picata 89, 90 
Ardea intermedia 90, 226 
Ardeajugularis 88 
Ardea picata 90 
Ardea rectirostris 89 
Ardea rubicunda 98 


Ardea sumatrana 89 
A rdeotis australis 101 
Ardetta stagnatilis 91 
Arenaria interpres 106 
Artamus cinereus 183 
Artamus hypoleucus 183 
Artamus leucopygialis 182 
Artamus leucorynchus leucopygialis 
182 

Artamus minor 183 
Asian Koel 131 
Astrotia stokesii 54 
Athene Boobook 75 
Athene rufa 133 
Atherina nigrans 19 
Australasian Bittern 92 
Australasian Grebe 85 
Australian Bustard 101 
Australian Hobby 97 
Australian Little Eagle 97 
Australian Magpie-Lark 176 
Australian Owlet-nightjar 137 
Australian Pelican 87 
Australian Pratincole 112 
Australian Reed-Warbler 191 
Australian Spotted Crake 99 
Australian White Ibis 92 
Aviceda subcristala 93 
Aythya australis 98 
Azure Kingfisher 137 

B 

Baillon’s Crake 99 
Banded Frogfish 36 
Banded Fruit-Dove 118 
Banded Honeyeater 162, 164 
Bantang 23 

Bar-breasted Honeyeater 158, 159 
Barhead Spinefoot 34 
Barking Owl 133 
Barn Swallow 189 
Bar-shouldered Dove 118 
Bar-tailed Godwit 104 
Beach Stone-curlew 109 
Belidius ariel 58 
Bigeye Trevalley 36 
Bilingual Froglet 39 
Black-banded Rainbowfish 32 
Black Bittern 92 
Black-breasted Buzzard 94 
Black Butcherbird 179,183 
Black-eared Cuckoo 131 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 184 
Black-faced Woodswallow 183 
Black Flying-fox 69 
Black-fronted Dotterel 111 
Black Kite 94 
Black-necked Stork 93 
Black-striped Wallaby 35 
Black-tailed Godwit 102 
Black-tailed Treecreeper 143 
Blacktip Grouper 52 
Black Whip Snake 54 


Black-winged Stilt 110 
Blue-banded Sea Snake 34 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 153 
BlueTuskfish 23 
Blue-winged Kookaburra 139 
Boiga irregularis 51 
Botaurus Australis 92 
Botaurus poiciloptilus 88, 92 
BrahminyKite 95 
Bridled Tern 113 
Broad-billed Flycatcher 177,178 
Brolga 98 
Brown Booby 86 
Brown Falcon 97 
Brown Goshawk 96 
Brown Honeyeater 157,158 
Brown Quail 79 
Brown Songlark 192 
Brow n Tree Snake 51 
Brush Cuckoo 130 
Brush-tailed Rabbit-Rat 23 
Bubalis bubal is 68 
Buff-banded Rail 98 
Buff-sided Robin 164 
Burhinus grallarius 108 
Burton’s Snake-Lizard 44 
Bush Stone-curlew 108 
Butorides striatus stagnatilis 9 1 

c 

Cacatua galerita 125 
Cacatua sanguinea 125 
Cacatua sanguinea sanguinea 122 
Cacomantis variolosus dumetorum 130 
Calamoherpe 192 
Calidris acuminata 107 
Calidris nficollis 107 
Calyptorhynchus banksii 121, 122 
Calyptorhynchus banksii macrorhynchus 
121 

Calyptorhynchus leachii 122 
Calyptorhynchus macrorhynchus 122 
Campephaga humeralis 76, 185 
Campephaga jardinii 183 
Campephaga karu 185 
Campephaga leucomela 76 
Campephaga nfiventris 184 
Caprimulgus macrurus 136 
Caprimulgus macrurus schlegelii 136 
Caranx paraspistes 36 
Caranx sexfasciatus 36 
Caretta caretta 42 
Carlia foliorum 48 
Carlia gracilis 48 
Carlia munda 48 
Carlia pectorale 48 
Carpet Eel-blenny 36 
Carpet Python 51 
Caipophaga luctuosa 120,121 
Carpophaga spilorrhoa 120 
Ceblepyris karii 185 
Ceblepyris leucomela 185 
Celebes Scrubfowl 79 
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Central Netted Dragon 35 
Centrogenys vaigiensis 45 
Centropristes scorpenoides 35 
Centropus macrourus 132 
Centropus Phasianellus 76 
Centropus pitasianinus macrourus 132 
Cerberus rynchops australis 51 
Certhionyx pectoralis 162 
Chatcites lucidus 76 
Chalcites minutillus 131 
Chalcites osculans 131 
Chalcophaps chrysochlora 114 
Chalcophaps indica chrysochlora 114 
Chalcophaps indica longirostris 114 
Chalcophaps longirostris 114 
Chalinolobus gottldii 66 
Chalinolobus nigrogriseus 35, 55 
Chalinolobus wgersi 67 
Chanoschanos 35 

Charadrius leschenaultii 43, 110, 111 
Charadrius mongolus 110, 111 
Charadrius mongolus mongolus 1 1 1 
Charadrius nigrijrons 112 
Charadrius ntftcapillus 110 
Charadrius veredus 1 11 
Chelmon marginalis 50 
Chelodina rugosa 34 
Chelonia mydas 38 
Chestnut-backed Button-quail 101 
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin 201 
Chestnut Rail 100 
Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae 112 
Chrysococcyx minutillus 1 3 1 
Cicadabird 183 
Cincloramphus cantillans 192 
Cincloramphus cruralis 192 
Cincloramphus mathewsi 192 
Circus approximates 95 
Circus assimilis 95 
Cisticola exilis lineocapilla 191, 192 
Climacteris melanura 143 
Collared Sparrowhawk 96 
Colluricincla brunnea 1 7 1 
Colluricincla harmonica 171 
Colluricincla harmonica brunnea 171, 
172 

Colluricincla megarhyncha 171 
Colluricincla megarhyncha parvula 
170, 172 

Colluricincla parvula 171 
Colluricincla woodwardi 172 
Columba alba 76 
Columba chalcoptera 76 
Columba smithii 35 
Comb-crested Jacana 107 
Common Bronzewing 114 
Common Greenshank 105 
Common Sandpiper 106 
Conopophila albogularis albogularis 
159, 162 

Conopophila rufogularis 162 
Coracina novae-hollandiae didintus 
184 


Coracina novaehollandiae melanops 
184 

Coracina papuensis hypoleuca 184 
Coracina tenuirostris melvillensis 183 
Corvus coronoides 187 
Corvus orru cecilae 187 
Coturnix Australis 76 
Cotumix ypsilophora australis 79 
Cracticus aigenteus 180, 181 
Cracticus aigenteus aigenteus 180 
Cracticus nigrogularis 181 
Cracticus nitidus 180 
Cracticus picatus 181, 182 
Cracticus quoyi 179, 180 
Cracticus quoyi quoyi 179 
Cracticus quoyi spaldingi 179 
Cracticus spaldingi 179 
Crested BelIbird 172 
Crested Tern 113 
Crimson Finch 194 
Crinia bilingua 45 
Crinia remota 49 
Crocodylus porosus 49 
Cryptoblepharus cygnatus 49 
Cryptoblepharus metallicus 49 
Cryptoblepharus plagiocephalus 50 
Ctenophorus (Amphibolurus) nuchalis 
40 

Cuculus cinereus 76 
Cuculus dumetorum 130 
Cuculus optatus 129, 130 
Cuculus pallidus 130 
Cuculus saturatus 129 
Cysticola lineocapilla 192, 193 

D 

Dacelo cervina 139 
Dacelogigas 140 
Dacelo leachii 139 
Dacelo Leachii 75 
Dacelo leachii cervina 139 
Daplioenositta clirysoptera 
leucocephala 167 

Daplioenositta chiysoptera leucoptera 

167 

Daplioenositta clirysoptera striata 167 

Darter 86 

Darwin Skink 49 

Dasyurus hallucatus 56, 57 

Delicate Mouse 70 

Delma borea 44 

Demanis atra 53 

Demansia atra 52 

Demansia olivacea 53 

Demansia papuensis 52 

Demansia simplex 53 

Dendrelapliis punctulata 5 1 

Dendrocygna arcuata 81 

Dendrocygna arcuata australis 81, 101 

Dendrocygna australis 82, 83 

Dendrocygna eytoni 81 

Dendrocygna gouldi 83 

Dendrophis (Ahetula) fitsca 51 


Dendrophis (Ahetula) olivacea 52 
Denrdocygna arcuata 82 
Desert Tree Frog 41 
Dicaeum hirundinaceum 76, 193 
Dicaeum hirundinaceum hirundinaceum 
193 

Dicrurus balicassius 76 

Dicrurus bracteatus 175 

Diporiphora bilineata 45, 46 

Discoglossus ornatus 40 

Dollarbird 142 

Double-barred Finch 196 

Douglas’ Skink 49 

Dromaius novaehollandiae 77 

Dromaius Novae-Hollandiae 76 

Diymodes superciliosus 192 

Ducula bicolor 19 

Ducula bicolor luctuosa 120 

Ducula bicolor spilorrhoa 120 

Ducula luctuosa 120 

Dugong 4 

Dugongdugon 72 

Dusky Honeyeater 163 

Dusky Horseshoe-bat 72 

Dwarf Rocket Frog of New Guinea 40 

E 

Eastern Curlew 105 

Eastern or Western Spinebill 163 

Eastern Reef Egret 88 

Echeneis naucrates 32 

Egretta garzetta nigripes 88, 91 

Egretta novaehollandiae 88 

Egretta picata 89 

Egretta sacra 88 

Elanus axillaris 93 

Elanus axillarius 75 

Elegant Sea Snake 54 

Eleotris mogurnda 37 

Elseyornis melanops 111 

Emerald Dove 114 

Emu 77 

Entomophila albogularis 161 
Entomophila? rufogularis 162 
Entomyza albipennis 153 
Entomyza cyanotis 76 
Entomyzon cyanotis albipennis 153 
Eopsaltia lettcura 164 
Eopsaltria leucura 164, 165 
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus 93 
Epinephelusfasciatus 35 
Epinephelus malabaricus 34 
Erythrotriorchis melvillensis 96 
Erythrura gouldiae 194, 198 
Esacus neglectus 109 
Estrelda rtficauda 195 
Estuarine Stonefish 32 
Eublepharis derbianus 43 
Eucnemis bicolor 40 
Ettdynamys scolopacea 131 
Eulabeornis castaneoventris 100 
Eurostopodus albogularis 75 
Eurostopodus aigtts 135 
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Eurostopodus guttatus gilberti 4 
Eurostopodus guttatus gilbertii 135 
Eurystomus orientals pacificus 142 

F 

Fairy Martin 189 

Falco berigora 97 

Falco berigora centralia 97 

Falco berigora melvillensis 97 

Falco cenchroides 98 

Falco frontatus 75 

Falco longipennis 97 

Falco melanogenys 75 

Falco peregrinus macropus 97, 101 

False Scorpionfish 57 

Fawn Antechinus 33 

Finelined Surgeonfish 68 

Finlayson’s Cave Bat 42 

Flatback Turtle 37 

Flathead 52 

Forest Kingfisher 140, 141 
Fregata aquila 87 
Fregata ariel 87 
Frilled Lizard 38 
Purina diadema 53 
Purina ornata 53 

G 

Gallinago megala 102 
Gallirallus philippensis 98 
Gehyra australis 43 
Gehyra variegata 43 
Gelochelidon nilotica 113 
Geopelia tiumeralis 118 
Geopelia humeralis headlandi 118 
Geopelia humeralis inexpectata 118 
Geopelia placida 117, 118 
Geopelia placida clelandi 117 
Geopelia tranquilla 117 
Geophaps smithii 115 
Gerresfilaptentosus 32 
Ger)’gone chloronota chloronota 151 
Gerygone chloronotus 151 
Gerygone levigaster 150 
Gerygone levigaster levigaster 149 
Gerygone magnirostris 150 
Gerygone olivacea rogersi 151 
Gilbert’s Dragon 49 
Gilbert’s Hinulia 33 
Glareokt maldivarum 112 
Glossamia aprion 19 
Glossy Ibis 92 
Glyciphila fasciata 159 
Glyciphila ocularis 76 
Golden-headed Cisticola 192,193 
Gouldian Finch 47, 198, 199, 201 
Gould’s Goanna 66 
Gould’s Hooded Robin 164 
Gould’s Wattled Bat 46 
Grallina cyanoleuca 176 
Grallina melanoleucos 76 
Graucalus hypoleucus 184 
Graucalus melanops 76 


Graucalus tenuirostris 76 
Great-billed Heron 89 
Great Bowerbird 188 
Great Cormorant 87 
Great Egret 90 
Greater Sand Plover 110 
Green-backed Gerygone 151 
Green Pygmy-goose 83, 84 
Green-striped Coral Bream 36 
Green Tree Frog 40 
Green Turtle 42 

Grey-crowned Babbler 166,167 
Grey Goshawk 96 
Grey Plover 110 
Grey Shrike-thrush 170, 171 
Grey-tailed Tattler 106 
Grey Teal 85 
Grey Whipsnake 53 
Grey Whistler 169 
Grtts antigone 76, 98 
Gms australasianus 98 
Grus rubicundus 98 
Gull-billed Tern 113 

H 

Haematopus Australasianus 77 
Haematopus fuliginosus opthalmicus 

109 

Haematopus longirostris 109, 112 
Haematopus niger 77 
Halcyon macleayii 4, 140, 141 
Halcyon Macleayii 75 
Halcyon Sanctus 75 
Haliaeetus leucogaster 95 
Haliaeetus leucosternus 95 
Haliaetus canoms 75 
Haliastur indus girrenera 95 
Halia slur sphenurus 94 
Halmaturns agilis 61,62 
Halntaturus binoe 61 
Habnaturus dorsalis 61 
Halmaturus houtmanni 62 
HaTophryene diemensis 36 
Hamirostra melanosternon 94 
Hapalotis gouldii 69 
Hapalotis hemileucura 68 
Hapalotis melanura 68, 69 
Hapalotis penicillata 69 
Hawksbill Turtle 42 
Hemidactylus frenatus 43 
Hemidactylus vittatus 43 
Hemigymntis melaptenis 34 
Hemipodius castanotus 101, 134 
Hemipodius varius 76 
Herodias immaculata 88 
Herodias syrmatophorus 90 
Heteronotia binoei 43 
Hiaticula inornate 110, 111 
Hieraaetus morphnoides 97 
Himantopus himantopus leucocephalus 

110 

Himantopus leucocephalus 76 
Hinulia Essingtonii 49 


Hipposideros bicolor gilberti 4 
Hirundo pyrrhonota 75 
Hoary Bat 66 
Hoary Wattled Bat 67 
Homalopsis australis 51 
Hooded Robin 164 
Hooded Scaly Foot 45 
Hook-nosed Blind Snake 50 
Hoplocephalus pallidiceps 53 
Flomed Sea Snake 54 
House Gecko 43 
Hydrelaps darwiniensis 54 
Hydromys chrysogaster 71 
Hydrophis cf. pacificus 54 
Hydrophis cyanocinctus 54 
Hydrophis doliata 54 
Hydrophis elegans 54 
Hydrophis major 54 
Hydrus major 54 

I 

Ibis strictipennis 76 
Ichthyiaetus leucogaster 75 
Ichthyiaetus leucosternus 75 
Ieracidea Berigora 75 
Indo-Pacific Tarpon 32 
Intermediate Bandy-bandy 54 
Intermediate Egret 90 
Irediparra gallinacea novaehollandiae 
107 

Isoodon macrounis 3, 50, 58 
Ixobrychusflavicollis 92 

J 

Jabiru 93 
Jarbua Terapon 32 
Javelin Frog 40 
John’s Snapper 35 
Julis ?caudimacula 35 

K 

Keelback 52 
King Brown Snake 53 
King Quail 80 

L 

Labrus cyanodus 34 
Lalage leucomela karu 185 
Lalage leucomela rufiventris 184 
Lalage sueurii 185 
Lalage tricolor 185 
Lapemis curtus 54 
Large-billed Gerygone 150 
Large-footed Mouse-eared Bat 66 
Large-footed Myotis 68 
Largescaled Therapon 34 
Large-tailed Nightjar 19,136 
Largetoothed Flounder 36 
Leaden Flycatcher 176 
Leiolopisma pectoralis 42 
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher 165,166 
Lepidogenys suberistatus 75 
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Leptotarsus Eytoni 81 
Lesser Crested Tern 113 
Lesser Frigatebird 87 
Lesser Long-eared Bat 35 
Lialis bicatenata 44 
Lialis burtonis 50 
Lial is punctulata 50 
Lias is childreni 50 
Liasisfnscus 50 
Lichenostomus flavus 152 
Lichenostomus unicolor 151 
Lichenostomus virescens 151, 164 
Lichmera indistincta 157 
Lichmera indistincta indistincta 157 
Lichmera indistincta limbata 158 
Limnodynastes convexiuscuius 39 
Limnodynastes dorsalis 39 
Limosa lapponica 105 
Limosa lapponica batteri 104 
Limosa limosa melanuroides 101, 102, 
129 

Limosa melanuroides 102, 103 
Litoria adelaidensis 39 
Litoria aurea 40 
Litoria bicolor 40 
Litoria caerulea 40 
Litoria dorsalis 40 
Litoria dorsalis microbelos 40 
Litoria microbelos 41 
Litoria nasuta 41 
Litoria rothii 41 
Litoria rubella 41 
Litoria tornieri 42 
Little Black Cormorant 87 
Little Broad-nosed Bat 66 
Little Bronze-Cuckoo 131 
Little Brown Bat 66 
Little Corolla 122 
Little Curlew 104 
Little Egret 88,91 
Little Friarbird 155 
Little Kingfisher 138 
Little Pied Cormorant 87 
Little Red Flying-fox 66 
Little Shrike-thrush 170 
Little Tern 113 
Little Woodswallow 183 
Live Sharksucker 34 
Lobivanellus personatus 112 
Lonchura castaneothorax 201 
Long-eared Bat 37 
Longfin Grouper 66 
Longfin Snake-eel 46 
Long-tailed Finch 195,196 
Lophognathus gilberti 46 
Lophognathus labialis 35 
Lophoictinia isura 94 
Lutjanusjohnii 48 

M 

Macroglossus minimus 63 
Macropus agilis 61, 62 
Macropus antilopinus 62, 63 


Macropus dorsalis 62 
Macropus fuliginosus 29, 62 
Macropus melanops 29, 62 
Macropus unguifer 62 
Magpie Goose 80 
Malabar Grouper 31 
Malurus Brownii 76 
Malurus cruentatus 134 
Malurus melanocephalus cruentatus 
145 

Mangrove Gerygone 149 

Mangrove Golden Whistler 169 

Mangrove Robin 164,165 

Manorina flavigulaflavigula 152 

Marbled Frog 39 

Marbled Velvet Gecko 43 

Margined Coralfish 33 

Masked Finch 195 

Masked Lapwing 112 

Masked Owl 134 

Megalurus galactotes 191 

Megalurus timoriensis alisteri 191, 192 

Megalurus timoriensis oweni 192 

Megapodius cumingii gilbertii 79 

Megapodius gilbertii 79 

Megapodius reinwardt tumulus 77 

Megapodius tumulus 77, 78, 79 

Melanodryas cucullata picata 164 

Melanodryas picata 164 

Melanotaenia nigrans 32 

Meliphaga cardinalis 162 

Melithreptus albogularis 155, 159 

Melithreptus chloropsis 154 

Melithreptus lunatus chloropsis 154 

Melomys burtoni 71 

Melomys cervinipes 1 1 

Merops melanura 75 

Merops ornatus 142 

Mertens' Water Monitor 48 

Mesembriomys g. gouldii 69 

Mesoprion carponotatus 35 

Microecaflavigaster 165, 166 

Microecaflavigaster laetissima 165 

Milkfish 35 

Milvus affinis 75 

Milvus migrans affinis 94 

Mimeta affinis 186 

Mimeta viridis 186 

Mimeta Viridis 76 

Mirafra javanica soderbergi 193 

Mistletoebird 193 

Mocoa melanopogon 37 

Mogurnda mogurnda 66 

Molossus australis 51 

Monarcha melanops is 176 

Morelia spilota variegata 51 

Morelia variegata 66 

Mormopterus loriae cobourgiana 54 

Morris’s Shovel-nosed Snake 34 

Mottled Spinefoot 33 

Mulga 70 

Mus albirostris 72 

Mus delicatulus 69 

Mus gouldii 29 


Mus hirsutus 68 

Mycteria A ustralis 7 6 

Myiagra alecto 178 

Myiagra alecto melvillensis 178 

Myiagra concinna 176, 177 

Myiagra cyanoteuca 178 

Myiagra grisea 177 

Myiagra inquieta 179 

Myiagra latirostris 177, 178 

Myiagra mimikae 177 

Myiagra nitida 178 

Myiagra platirostris 178 

Myiagra ntbecula concinna 176 

Myiagra ruficollis mimikae 177 

Myotis macropus 66, 68 

Myotis moluccarum richardsi 52 

Myzantha lutea 152 

Myzomela carduelis 76 

Myzomela erythrocephala 134, 162, 163 

Myzomela obscura 163 

Myzomela pectoralis 162 

Myzomela sanguinolenta 162 

N 

Naja australis 53 
Nankeen Kestrel 98 
Nankeen Night Heron 91, 92 
Nardoa gilbertii 50 
Natator depressus 42 
Neochmia phaeton 194 
Neochmia phaeton phaeton 194 
Neochmia nificauda ruficauda 195 
Neochmia ruficauda subclarescens 194 
Neositta mortoni 168 
Nettapus pulchellus 83, 84 
Ninox connivens 133 
Ninox novaeseelandiae 133 
Ninox rufarufa 133 
Northern Bent-winged Bat 50 
Northern Blue-tongued Lizard 60 
Northern Brown Bandicoot 49 
Northern Brushtail Possum 52 
Northern Ctenotus 43 
Northern Death Adder 40 
Northern Dtella 66 
Northern Dwarf Tree Frog 56 
Northern Fantail 173 
Northern Long-eared Bat 37 
Northern Quoll 53 
Northern Rosella 128 
Northern Small-eyed Snake 42 
Northern Snake-necked Turtle 42 
Numenius Australasianus 76 
Numenius madagascariensis 105 
Numenius minutus 104 
Numenius phaeopus 76 
Numenius phaeopus variegatus 104 
Nycticorax caledonicus 91, 92, 226 
Nycticorax Caledonicus 76 
Nyctophilus arnhemenis 67 
Nyctophilus arnhemensis 66 
Nyctophilus bifax daedalus 66 
Nyctophilus daedalus 55 
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o 

Ocypterus leucorhynchus 76, 182 

Ocypterus minor 76 

Odatria punctata 47 

Oedicnemus lonigpennis 77 

Oedicnemus magnirostris 77 

Oedura lesueurii 44 

Oedura marmorata 43 

Oedura rhombifer 44 

Olive-backed Oriole 186 

Olive-headed Sea Snake 54 

Olive Python 50 

Olive Sea Snake 54 

Onychogalea unguifera 62 

Onychoprion anaethetus anaethetus 113 

Onychoprion fuligmosus 114 

Onychoprionfuscatus serratus 113 

Onychoprion panaya 113 

Op his urns cancrivonts 37 

Opisthodon omatus 39 

Orange-footed Scrubfowl 77 

Orange Horseshoe-bat 36 

Orange-naped Snake 66 

Orbicular Batfish 53 

Oreoica gutturalis 172 

Oriental Cuckoo 129 

Oriental Plover 111 

Oriental Pratincole 112 

Oriolus affinis 186, 187 

Oriolus flavocinctus 185 

Oriolus sagittatus affinis 186 

Ornate Burrowing Frog 39 

Ospliranter antilopinus 63 

Osphranter Antilopinus 63 

Osprey 93 

P 

Pachycephalafalcata 169 
Pachycephala melanura 169 
Pachycephala rufiventris 169 
Pachycephala rufiventris falcata 169 
Pachycephala simplex 169 
Pacific Baza 93 
Pacific Black Duck 84 
Pacific Golden Plover 110 
Pacific Ridley 42 
Pacific Sea Snake 54 
Pallid Cuckoo 130 
Pandion haliaetus cristatus 93 
Pandion leucocephala 75 
Pardalotus striatus uropygialis 146 
Pardalotus uropygialis 76, 134, 147 
Partridge Pigeon 115 
Peaceful Dove 117 
Pelamis platurus 60 
Pelecanus conspicillatus 87 
Pelidna Australis 77 
Pelodytes affinis 19 
Peneoenanthe pulverulenta 164 
Peneoenanthe pulverulenta alligator 
164 

Peneoenanthe pulverulenta leucura 164 
Perameles macroura 37 


Peregrine Falcon 1,97 
Petrochelidon ariel 189 
Pelrochelidon nigricans 189 
Petrogale penicillata 36 
Phalacrocorax carbo 87 
Phalacrocorax flavirhynchus 77 
Phalacmcorax melanoleucus 87 
Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 87 
Phaps chalcoptera 114 
Pheasant Coucal 132 
Philemon argenticeps argenticeps 156 
Philemon citreogularis sordidus 155 
Pied Butcherbird 181 
Pied Heron 89 
Pied Imperial-Pigeon 120 
Pied Oystercatcher 109 
Piezorhynchus nitidus 178 
Pitta iris 143 
Planigale ingrami 3 
Platalea regia 93 
Platalea Regia 76 
Platycercus adscitus 128 
Platycercus Brownii 76, 128 
Platycercus erythropterus 76 
Platycercus eximius 128 
Platycercus venustus 128 
Plegadis falcinellus 92 
Plumed Whistling-Duck 81 
Pluvialis fiulva 110 
Pluvialis squatarola 110 
Podargus Cuvieri 75 
Podaigus phalaenoides 134 
Podargus strigoides 135 
Podaigus strigoides phalaenoides 134 
Podiceps gularis 77, 85 
Poecilodryas cerviniventris 164 
Poephila acuticauda 196 
Poephila acuticauda hecki 194, 196 
Poephila gouldiae 199 
Poephila mirabilis 201 
Poephila per sonata 195, 196 
Poephila personate j personata 195 
Poephila p. personata 194 
Polytelis swainsonii 49 
Pomatorhinus rubeculus 134, 166, 167 
Pomatorhinus temporalis 76 
Pomatorhinus trivirgatus 167 
Pomatostomus temporalis rubeculus 
166 

Pomatostomus t. temporalis 167 
Porphyria porphyrio melanotus 100 
Port Darwin Sea Snake 72 
Port Essington Ctenotus 53 
Porzana cinerea leucophrys 99 
Porzana fluminea 99 
Porzana leucophrys 63, 99 
Porzana pusilla palustris 99 
Proablepharus tenuis 63 
Pseudechis australis 63 
Pseudomys delicatulus 63 
Pseudomys gouldii 65 
Pseudonaja nuchalis 45 
Psilopus albogularis 76, 151 
Psilopus olivaceus 151 


Psitteuteles versicolor 126 
Ptilinopus cinctus alligator 118 
Ptilinopus ewingii 120 
Ptilinopus regina ewingii 118 
Ptilinopus regina regina 120 
Ptilinopus superbus 120 
Ptilinopus swainsonii 120 
Ptilonorhynchus nuchalis nuchalis 188 
Ptilotisflava 152 
Ptilotis unicolor 152 
Ptistes coccineopterus 127, 128 
Purple Swamphen 100 

R 

Radjah Shelduck 83 
Rainbow Bee-eater 142 
Rainbow Lorikeet 125 
Rainbow Pitta 143 
Ramphotyphlops tovelli 50 
Ramphotyphlops unguirostris 50 
Ramsayornis fasciatus 158 
Rattusfuscipes 29 
Rattus rattus 72 
Rattus tunneyi 71, 72 
Rattus tunneyi tunneyi 71 
Red-backed Button-quail 101 
Red-backed Fairy-Wren 145 
Red-backed Kingfisher 141 
Red-capped Plover 110 
Red Goshawk 96 
Red-headed Honeyeater 162 
Red-necked Stint 107 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 121 
Red-winged Parrot 127 
Restless Flycatcher 179 
Rhinonicteris aurantia 66, 74 
Rhinonicteris aurantius 66 
Rhinoplocephalus pallidiceps 53 
Rhipidura dryas 172, 173 
Rhipidura dryas dryas 172 
Rhipidura isura 174 
Rhipidura leucophrys picata 174 
Rhipidura picata 175 
Rhipidura rufifrons 76, 173 
Rhipidura rufiventris isura 173 
Rhombus lentiginosus 36 
Richardson’s Mangrove Snake 52 
Rocket Frog 41 
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove 118 
Roth’s Tree Frog 41 
Royal Spoonbill 93 
Ruddy Turnstone 106 
Rufous-banded Honeyeater 159,162 
Rufous Owl 133 
Rufous Songlark 192 
Rufous-throated Honeyeater 162, 164 
Rufous Whistler 169 
Rusty-topped Delma 44 

s 

Saccolaimus fiaviventris 66, 67 
Sacred Kingfisher 141 
Salt-water Crocodile 42 
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Sandstone Antechinus 3 
Sarus Crane 98 
Scaevius milii 36 
Scarlet Honeyeater 162 
Schoeniclus australis 107 
Scolopax Hardwickii 76 
Scolopsis longultts 36 
Scomberoides lysan 35 
Scotophilus Gouldii 67, 68 
Scotophilus greyii 68 
Scotorepens greyii 55, 66, 68 
Serranus crapao 31 
Serranus gilberti 34 
Serranus ntangu 35 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 107 
Shining Flycatcher 178 
Short-beaked Echidna 56 
Siganus fuscescens 34 
Sigamts viigatus 34 
Silver-backed Butcherbird 180 
Silver-crowned Friarbird 156, 157 
Silvereye 189 
Silver Gull 112 
Simoselaps morrisi 54 
Singing Bushlark 193 
Singing Honeyeater 151,164 
Singing (Horsfield’s) Bushlark 193 
Sittella leucoptera 76, 134, 168, 
Slaty-Grey Snake 48 
Slender Rainbow Skink 49 
Slender Snake-eyed Skink 1 
Smicrornis brevirostris 150 
Smicrornis brevirostris flavescens 147 
Smicrornis brevirostris viridescens 147 
Smicrornis flavescens 35, 147, 149 
Sooty Oyslercatcher 109 
Sooty Tern 113 
Southern Boobook 133 
Spanish Flag Snapper 49 
Sphenoecus galactotes 191 
Sphenomorphus crassicaudus 
darwiniensis 35 

Sphenomorphus isolepis douglasi 54 

Spine-bellied Sea Snake 4 

Spotted Harrier 95 

Spotted Nightjar 52, 135 

Square-tailed Kite 94 

Star Finch 194 

Sterna albifrons 113 

Sterna bengalensis 113 

Sterna bergii cristata 113 

Sternafuscata 226 

Sterna gracilis 226 

Sternula albifrons 113 

Stiltia isabel/a 112 

Stolidus J'uliginosus 77, 114 

Straw-necked Ibis 93 

Striated Heron 91 

Striated Pardalotc 146 

Striped Rainbow Skink 32 

Strix Cyclops 75 

Strix delicatulus 134 

Strophorus ciliaris 58 

Stilafiber 86 


Sulafusca 86 
Sula leucogaster plotus 86 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 125 
Swamp Harrier 95 
Swinhoe’s Snipe 102 
Synoicus cervinus 80 

T 

Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae 85 
Tachyglossus aculeatus 56 
Tachypetes aquilus 77, 87 
Tadarida australis 66 
Tadarida loriae cobotngiana 67 
Tadorna radjah rufitergum 83 
Taeniopygia bichenovii annulosa 194, 
196 

Tawny Frogmouth 134 
Tawny Grassbird 191 
Terek Sandpiper 105 
Thalasseus pelecanoides 113 
Therapon theraps 49 
Threskiornis molucca strictipennis 92 
Threskiornis spinicollis 93 
Tiliqua essingtonii 50 
Todiramphus macleayii incinctus 141 
Todiramphus macleayii macleayii 140 
Todiramphus pyrrhopygia 141 
Todiramphus sanctus 141 
Torresian Crow 187 
Totanus calidris 76 
Totanus glottis 76 
Totanus griseopygius 106 
Tree Martin 189 

Trichoglossus haematodus rubritorquis 
125, 126 

Trichoglossus versicola 76 
Trichoglossus versicolor 126 
Trichosurus vulpecula arnhemensis 60 
Trichosurus vulpecula vulpecula 52 
Tringa hypoleucos 77 
Tringa nebularia 105 
Tropidonophis mairii 29 
Tropidorhynchus aigenticeps 134, 156, 
157 

Tropidorhynchus citreogularis 155, 157 

Tropidorhynchus sordidus 155, 156 

Turnix castanota 101, 102 

Turnix castonota 102 

Turnix maculosa 101 

Turnix pyrrhotliorax 101 

Tv to alba 134 

Tyto boobook 134 

Tyto novaehollandiae 134 

V 

Varanus gouldi 47 
Varantts gouldii 47 
Varanus mertensi 48 
Varanus orientalis 48 
Varanus panoptes 47 
Varanus punctatus 47, 48 
Varanus scalaris 47, 48 


Varanus timorensis 48 
Varanus timorensis similis 47, 48 
Varanus tristis 47, 48, 228 
Varied Lorikeet 126 
Varied Sittella 167 
Varied Tri Her 184. 185 
Variola louti 35 
Vermicella intermedia 54 
Vespadelus caurinus 68 
Vespadelusfinlaysoni 66 

W 

Wandering Whistling-Duck 19, 81, 82 
Water Python 50 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 96 
Weebill 147 

Western Brown Snake 53 
Western Little Free-tailed Bat 66, 67 
Whimbrel 104 
Whipfin Silverbiddy 32 
Whistling Kite 94 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 184 
White-bellied Mangrove Snake 52 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 95 
White-breasted Woodswallow 182 
White-browed Crake 99 
White-faced Heron 88 
White-gaped Honeyeater 151 
White-striped Free-tailed Bat 66 
White-tailed Robin 164 
White-throated Gerygone 151 
White-throated Honeyeater 154 
White-winged Triller 185 
Willie Wagtail 174 

X 

Xenus cinereus 105 

Y 

Yellow-bellied Sea Snake 54 
Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat 67 
Yellow-edged Lyretail 35 
Yellow Honeyeater 152 
Yellow Oriole 185 
Yellow-throated Miner 152,164 
Yellow White-eye 189 

Z 

Zigzag Velvet Gecko 44, 66 
Zosterops lateralis 189 
Zosterops luteus 189, 191 
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